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EMBARK OK BOARD THE ROYAL BARGB — LEAVE 
PAGAHM SINGULAR CAVES — BIRMAN HER- 
MITS—PASS SIRRAYKIOUM GNERROUTOH-— 

COUNTRY POPULOUS— -SHWAYEDONG-i-KEON- 
ZEBC — TOUCHEEC — L^PAC, OR PICKLED TEA 
— KIOUPTAUN, OR LINE OF ROCKS — TANOUN- 

DAIN TIRROUP-MEW, OR CHINESE TOWN— 

THB KBENDUEM, A LARGE RIVER — CASSAY 
BOATMEN — YAUDABOO — MANUFACTORY OF 
EARTHEN WARE — SUMMEIKIOUM MANU- 
FACTORY OF SALTPETRE, AND GUNPOWDER 
— -ONAMEAGHEE — TOBACCO PLANTATIONS^ 
SAHDAHT, OR ELEPHANT VILLAGE— MEAH- 
MOO-^YAPADAIN — THE SHAWBUNDER RE^* 
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INGS OF THE RIVER — ANCIENT AVA — DR- 
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PRAW— BEAUTIFUL SITUATION OF CHAGAIW 
—APPEARANCE OF UMMERAPOORA, THE CA- 
PITAL— TOUNZEMAHN SPACIOUS LAKE^- 

RESIDENCE OF THE BRITISH DEPUTATION, 
AND RECEPTION ON OUR LANDING. 
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^At ffiliie o'clock m the morning of the 1 1th of 
v^Jiflj,- I'-took .pcBiss^j^^pf the royal barge with 
eefemoniopis' (cfmSH^tf^ tbcoftipaniea by the Woon-^ 
dock and Baba^^Sheen. Hie platform on the out- 
side c<mtained space for thirty-two rowers, sixteen 
cm each side ; but fm thji occasion the oars were 
not festered, k» it was meant to be drawn by war- 
boats. The inside Vas divided into three smdl 
apaitmoits, handsomely fitted up ; the roof and 

^ (ndes were Mned with white cotton, and the floor 
covered -mth carpets aad fine mats. I proceeded 
jbt this bai;ge tilj one, o'clodii and then returned to 
iny own bpat, which was a much more convenient, 
though less dignified conveyance. 

After leaving Neoundah, the eastern bank of 
ihe nver lises to a perpendiculai* height, eighty or 
one hundi'ed feet above th^ river. In the side of 
the cliff, rather more than half way up, we saw 
fUiwe apertures ronembUng doorways, and were 
told that they were entrances into caves which 
had formerly been inhabited by hermits, who, de-* 
l^*ous of withdrawing from the world, had exca^ 
Fated these abodes ,witti tiieir own hands, and 
dwelt in them lor the remainder of their lives, 

' |kresendng no farther int^rcom-se with tlieir fellbw^p 
^u'eatures than what was necessary to receive thelf 
food, which was lowered down to them by a rope.. 
The Birmans.do not inflict on themselves disgusts 
lul tortures after the manner of the tiindoos ; but 
they deem it jneritoiious to moi*tify the flesh, by 
the voluntary penance of abstemiousness atid 6e\t» 
ideniaL Solitary seclusion has, at some period or 
o^er, been accounted praiseworthy in most coun- 
tries. During the reign of monkish superstition, 
k prevailed veiy commonly throughout £ui*ope. . 



Ota' kgeddtty talw are nat wlicdly nalHimWd. 
The Henmt at Warkworth u stud to h&r^ h»4^tlt 
erigin from a feet. BudoaJBis, hawev^r tiNnigfti 
bigoted, are not gloomy, and are iip^ general bl«8ft* 
ed with a disposition toe cheerfU to retuaa fram 
the worid in hq)el6S8 ^^BtpoodrntGy, or sidlen dia* 
content. * 

. Oar jotirney this day was slow, and we p«roe«r4 
ed little diat differed from what hm already been 
deseribed. The islands formed by the riv^ wer^ 
long, floftd succeeded each other with aaeh smaU 
intervala, that the fuU breadtk of the rtvtr, frow 
bank to babk, seldom could be seen* We jadged 
it tp be in most places three milea^ wide. Omt 
boats kept near the eastern shore, and peiaed, en 
thai side» the towns of Sirra^oum and Oner- 
foiltcJi. During thb latter part ei the day^ tha 
eountry aeemed fertile, and the soil fieber than m 
the aeigkbourhood of PagabiU The number of 
bibabitants and cattle denoted a ccmsiderRble po« 
pyatlou* Jbr 4bo.-avBmpg "we brought to neatf 
Sfa^ray^doag, a tnall b«t neat towo, containing 
•bout 300 bouses tiuiged in a regidar street. Eadi 
dwelling had a small garden, fenced wiUi a bam^ 
boo railing. Two monai^eriea and a few amaXk ' 
temples did Utod claim partktdar notice; but tha 
taU and wide-spreading trees tibat oyershadowedi 
ijma were objects of pleasing contemplation; 

Chi the next day, Jnly 13th| wn continued mm 
Jaarneyy sometimes going fiuft, at others slow and 
with difficulty, as the wind fiiwouved us^ tho 
reaches of tho rtrer winding ao much that we had 
b (ML aU quarters. Keoseoy on the eastern ^#e^ 
Iraa the jiiaee of most oonaaqpienoe, and was omar% 
Mntediiidi msievl w»» tamglM* At faalf-pasl 
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bottkmeoy and a Boftness of cocuttenfince tbst re- 
sembled more ihe Bengal than the Binnan cbs- 
ncter of hee. On mquiry, I learned that they 
were Cassayen, or ^e sons of Cassayers, who 
had been brooght away itom then* natrre eomitry, 
at limes when the Birmans carried their predatory 
•inonrsimis aeroas 1^ Keendnem. East^n invad- 
^n, who do not intend to occapy ^ territories 
•Ihey ovemm, nsai^ adopt the policy of eonv^yw 
sag away the inhabitants, particularly children, 
whom they establish within their own dominions, 

>, and thns acquire d&ditional strength by angmemt^ 
ing the number of their suljects. This has been 
s practice of Amatic warfiBre fiR>m time immenn^- 
ffial. The last contestof the EagliBh with Hy«kr 
Ally depopulated the Caxnatic Children, unlil 
^y atlain a certain age, may be transplanted with 
safety, and will assimilate to any soil ; but afW 
arriving at the years of maturity, the most l«iie|iS 
tfeatment will hardly reconcile, the human mind to 
ooerciye detention m a f<n;eagn country. The spes 
where a peiacm has passed &e tender years of Ufei, 
the long reBiembered and impreesire interval be»? 

. tween infancy and manhood, be it where it mayv 
is ever dear to him. I should willingly have coai* 
versed with itm Cassay bcMtf; peo{^ respectii^ 
thdr nation, but my sitnalicm forbad me either to 
gratify my i>wn cimosity, or sanction the inquiries 
of others* 

, At ten o'clock we reached the town of Yaada- 
boo, remarkable for its manufiRctories of earUien^ 
ware ; and in the course of the day we passed 
many towns and villages, on each side agreeably 
shaded by trees, particularly by the palmyra and 
the tamarind. Early in. t^e evening ^we brougfa^ 
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to H{ a creek whidi leads up to t[ lai^ twwn 
Baaned Sommet-kioiim. After dinner Dr Badnmaii 
aiid^ myself took a waSc along' the maigin of lite 
cfeeky which carried ns to &e town by a wide, 
•^nmit. We found the houses, though nnmarons, 
laean, (Emd r&ry irregnlariy built. The grounds in 
&e neighbonihood were embanked for ^e culti- 
'vation of rioe. The soil appeared to be good, but ' 
the inhabitants expressed the utaiost anxiety on 
.the subject of rain. No^ a drop had yet fallen 
haey although, in the common course of seasons, 
•ti» monsoon should have «)mmenced three weeks 
earlier* The poor people were carefully husband^ 
iRg thm rice straw for the support of their cattle^ 
^arge herds of which were endeavouring to pick 
*Uft^ subsistence from ^e parched blades of grass, 
ht fields that were ooveied with duat instead of' 
verdure. The appearance of these animals bet> 
4i^oke excessire porerty, if not actual famine. 
v-> At Suaomei-luoum there is the greatest mamii- 
JKtory of saltpetre and gunpowder in l^e king- 
dom. H^re also- is j^epared t}ie gunpowder that 
% required for the royal magazines. It is the sole 
4>ecnpation of the inhabitants. Neither saltpetre 
nor gunpowder are anfiered to be exported under 
any plea ; nor can die smallest quantity be sold 
without a special license from some man in power. 
^ Early in the morning we lefHhe neighbourhood 
of gunpowder and saltpetre. Temples and villages 
lined ^e banks sa thl^y that it would be tedious 
4o eBumerate them. At nine o'clock we stopped 
at Gnameagfaee, celebrated for prodircing the b«st 
ti^wcco in the Birman empire. Many brick kilns 
jwere on fire, preparing materials for building 4cm* 
fies^ ef MHbicb there speared to be ahreadya suffix 



^mat iramb^. Pnreouig^ our j^mmlff we {Missed 
smneroas idaods. Som6 of thein were cullliTatecl, 
«nd had bouaes, iniuiUctauils, and trees. Towards 
^yetting the whid siuideiily rose to a stmm. ' Air 
Wood and nyeelf reached Sandaht, or Eleiphant 
Vilkge. Dr Ibchaaan's boat coidd not make head 
against wind and strelaKD, and (ht^ed an anchoB. 
Perceiving his ^itnation, I despatched one of the 
war-boats to hts aid^ when ^ vntted efforts itf 
both o'ews* soon bronght him in safety to the fleet. 
Sandaht is a email txiwn^ ii^ich, together with ihk 
iands adjacent, is occupied entkely by- the el^*> 
pfaant-keepers belon^ng to the royal stables. The 
king is the sole proprietor of dl ihe elephadt^ isi 
his dominions ; and the privilege to ride on, or 
keep one of these animals, is an honour granted 
only to men oi the very first rank and consequence; 
His Birman majesty is said to possess 60&^ Is 
India, female elephants are prized beyond malea^ 
<9i account of their being more tractable ; but & 
Ava it is the reverse. Finales are never used dd 
fttaCe occasions, and sddom ior ordinary ridings 
which causes the other sex to be of much higfaev 
iraine. It rarely happen^ howevnr that either one 
er the oth^ is ta be purchased ; ^e king's exchiw 
sive right, and tiie limited 'use 'that is made ol 
tlwm, prevent their becoming an article of common 
iriale. 

We set oat at an eariy hour n^ momin^^ 
Meahmoo, on the Western side, «ppesied fi*om tfae^ 
water to be a large, town,^ shaded by groves of 
palmyra trees. It is remarkable for a mani^actorys 
of coarse chequered cotton cloth, such as is worn hy 
the lower class of people. Yapadain, , a town on the 
eastwn side, was dtstiinguisb^ by several t^ples^ 
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Bnd a handsome Daonasteiy. About twelve o'e]«>ck 
the Shawbnnder, who, after the interyiew at Loong* 
bee, bad returned to Ava, again met us. He had 
trarelled with great expedition, having been at 
court, and made bis report. The present visit wa^ 
a spontaneous act of civility. He possessed a 
smidl jagbire, or personal estate, in the neighbour* 
hood, where he had prepared some refreshments,* 
of which he requested I would stop to partake. 1 
complied with his desire, and accompanied him to 
a bower formed in a clump of bunboos on the 
bank of the river, and shaded from the sun by an 
artificial awning of grass. Here we found a pro- 
lusion of fruitoy milk, ' butter^ and preserves, in 
dishes laid out on carpets. A company of danc- 
ing girls and musicians from a nei^Uionring village 
entertained us with their music and graces* I re- 
mained as short a time as was consistent with ci^ 
vi]ity> and then pursued my voyage. We passed 
in our progress several populous villages pleasant- 
ly situated, and adorned with well enclosed gar- 
dens and orchards of plantain, guava, and oUiet 
fruit-trees. At night we brought to at Kioupta- 
leun, where a large temple, surrounded by several 
small btdldings, was the only object that merited 
particular attention. 

: Next day we got under way at the customary 
hour, and made but slow progress, the wind head- 
ing us so for that the square sails of the Birtoan 
boats could not keep fnll» Oars and poles wer0 
plied with Yigour. The river, which, though it 
had not yet risen to its utmost periodical height, 
bad overflowed its banks, filled ah the watei^- 
eouiBes, and inundated the low grounds adjacent 
to its bed. 48 jhe force of the current lay in the 
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• ittidcUie of the strano, m gt^ to av^id its iih 
flaenee we froqvei^y navigsted tltfongb fi^d», iik 
which ^e tall grgsB and reeds i^peared above thcf 
Quriiiee o^ the wat^» aad the trees had their ste«ui 
ioNmersed beneath tite flood. The tw^ling of tho 
frrimraddy is not influenced by the quantity of raia 
which falls in the Yilleys, but by the torrents that 
rash down from the mountains* Notwithstanding 
the drought in the champa^ country had beeo. 
greats this year than i»iuJ» the rirer was swdOka 
to its regnlar hei^t^ which» I was informed^ i| 
mrely fell short of, or exceeded Indeed, this parf 
ol the ooimtfy is seldom refireshed by oq>ioiis raws^ 
hat, lik^ B^gypti depeoda on the oyerflowing of ita 
Rfrer to fer^luK; ^ soil« The Iirawaddy, during 
the mcNftsooB^nonths, risea and^suhaides tlu'ee 9m 
(a»T times^ As our .<luitance horn Ummeia{>!Oom 
(finttiiished, towBft and vUlagea jon eaeh side, recur* 
fed at short intervals,, that it wis in Tain to inquire 
the name of each distiaei assemblage of hoi«SQft< 
Saeh^ howevei^ hadits name, and waa fortfaeinosi 
fait inhabited by one particular class of people^ 
professing some separate tvade, or following soma 
pecfdiar occupatiooi. We were shown a tomU 
erected to the memory of a. person of hi^ distinc* 
|i<m, who hfid been accidentally drowned near tha| 
plaee fifteen yeaiB before. It was an oblong brick 
building, one stcHry hi^ with eight or nine docNra^ 
•poaing towards the river. Ma^ beautifol temn 
fjesand kioums would have eng^iged onratten-t 
lion, had we not already seen sudi numbera, axid( 
been assured that all we, had viewed fdl far short 
of those which we should have an opportunity of 
behdyiug at ibe capitaL We bcoiigfat to late in 
the evening, at the iow^ l^n/iwg place of 
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wrm once the dty of Ate, aind liie ^^tropoUs ^ 

In t&e mcaiiiii^ I tiH)k a hasty idew of Aioigw*, 

or Ava. It is divided into sn upper a^ lower 

iitfy bodi lof whidi ere fortified. The lower, wluch 

h 1^ lAoet escteittive, I judged to be about ^mot 

Hules ft circumf^^^ce. It is {H'otected by a wi^ 

^irty feet high, at the foot of \dnch there m h 

deep and broad fosse. The communication b^ 

l^eieii llie fort and the coi^^ is over a Dnmnd of 

6ftryi «!ros8ing the ditch, that fii:q)p<»t8 a causeway. 

An enibaaldtti^t of eerdi in the mside sustains the 

^wtiL The upper cfr smaller fort, whidi may be 

eiiSed th^ citluiel, and does not exceed a mil^ m 

^eoit, was mildi stronger, and more eompaet thaa 

Ifae lower i btA neidi^r the uppes* nor tlie lower 

IM a dit(^ on the side of the river. The walls^ 

wi% n0w'moQld€»ing into decays ivy clings to t§ie 

lides; and bushes, siyfTered to grow i^ tkB bottom^ 

ilndenniine the fo^ndatimi/ and have already caused 

VtrgB chasms in the difiei«Bl faces of (^ fort. Tho 

rijfeterials of the houses, c^msistEng <^efly of woo4» 

liad, on tile first order f(»r removing, been tranv* 

ported to the new city di Ummempoora. B14; 

the ground, unless where it is covered widi bushes, 

tft rank grass, stfli retains traces of former build>T 

"ftigs and Greets. Hie lines of the royal palace, 

of the Lotoo, or grand ooundi hall, ^ apartments 

Cf ^e women, and tlie spot on which the piasath, 

'imperial spire, had stood, were pointed out to "us 

'if our guide. Clumps of bamboos, a few plantain 

'trees, jnd tall thorns, occUpy the greater part of 

tbe ailk of tins lately flourishmg cq)ital. We ©br 

served tw6 dwelling-houses of brick and mortar, 

i|^e roofe of wWchL had fallen iDt. These, our guiAa 
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fiaidy had bdonged to Ckilars, or fOTeignero. On 
entering one, ^e fonad it inludbited only by bats, 
;irhk^ flew in our hjc^, whilst our 'sense of smell- 
ing was ofiended by their filth/ and by Ae noisome 
snildew that hung apon the wa^. 'Numerous tem- 
ples, <m which the Birmans never lay saci^^^us 
&iads, were dilapidating by time;^^ It is impfbss&ls 
to draw a more striking picture of desolation and 
ruin. 

Among the religious buildmgs within the fort^ 
one named Shoegunga Praw, noways distinguished 
« for size or splendour, was, in former tim^, held 
f>eculiaiiy sacred, and is still reverenced above llie 
I'est. At the present day, when an officer of ranlc 
is aboift to enter on a great public trust, or a new 
commander is appointed to the army, the oath of 
allegiance is administered in this* temple with ^eat 
solemnity — a breach of which is considered th^ 
most heinous crbne that a Birman csn be guilty 
•of, and is invariably punished by the severest tor- 
tufes. Ho^ Shoegunga obtained this distinc^(»| 
I was not able to lealm. We were informed tht^ 
« temple of piuch greater mstgnituje, nanaed Ia^ 
^therpoo Praw, stood a short distance to the 
Westward of the fort, in which was a colossal figur^ 
^f Gaudma, formed out of a solid block of marble. 
This temple and image we had a better opportii^ 
auty of viewing on our return. 

Leaving Ava in our rear, the river bends agau^i 
lo the nofthw&rd, when the opposite city of Cha- 
gaia, and the spires, the turrets, and the lofiy Pi« 
«8atb of Ummerapoora, create an unexpected plea- 
sure, and exhibit a fine contrast to the ^lodky and 
deserted walls of Ava. Chagain, on the north 
-«ide^ once too the seat of imperial residencci is 
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^tw^ed partly 9A the foot, aiid pardy on the side, 
of a rugged hill that is broken ii\to separate emi- 
nences, and on the sanumt of each stan^ a spiral 
temple. These temples,' rising iiregalacly . one 
shove another to the top of the moontain, form a 
beautifal assemblage of objects, the effect of which 
is increased by their being carefully whitewashed 
find kept in repair. As we sailed near the oppo- 
fijte i^ore, the son shone full upon the hill, and its 
reflected rays displayed the scenery to the highest 
advantage ; in addition to this, the swollen state 
of the river gave to the waters the semblance of a 
vast lake, interspersed with islands, in which the 
Jfoundations of Ummerapoora seemed to be im- 
niersed. Nnmberless boats were .passii^ up and 
down, and the houses on the western, or raliier 
Bonthem shore, appeared, from ^their luunterrupted 
succession, to be a con^ned town, or the snbnrbs 
hf a city. 

At twelve o'dock we caine to the jnonth of the 
^lumnel that communicates with the lake of Toun^ 
zemahn, through which it receives its waters from 
the river. The situation of Unmierapoora has al- 
ready been described. The southern face of the 
fort is WQshed, during the nuny season, by the 
waves of the lake, and the houses of the city and 
suburbs extend along the bank as fieor as the ex- 
treme p<Hnt of land. Across the lake, and oppo« 
site to the fort, stands the small village of Tounze* 
mahn, near which, in a tall grove of mango, pal- 
myra, and cocoa-nut trees, a dwelling was pre- 
pared for the British deputation. On entering the 
lake, the humber of boats that were moored, as 
in a faarbouTy to avoid the influence of the sweeps 
TOL. lu B 
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vug flo6d--«dM flk^gnbrity of their ctrnttrikctwi^ 
ih» height of the w«t<»% which thceaten iiiimd^- 
^n to the whole city^-aad the ainphithe«tre of 
lofty hills tb«l nearly ^urrottmded iia» altogeUuer 
|>re8ented a boyoI 8oene» exoeedingiyiateresl^ng to 
# stranger. We rowed lowardi ^ grove, whiliit 
}the greater part of the fleet weot to the opposite 
4BJde« On reaching the hanky I perceired a war-* 
iMHit belonging to die Maywoon of Pegne, «4io» I 
imdetntood, was at the grove waiting our ani^rak 
I was received^ on landings hy BaWSheen, and 
aone infeiior offioers* Tlray accompanied me t^ 
fthe house, whidi Wis sittwted ahout 300 yards 
6x>m the brink of the lake, overshadowed by lofty 
Ivees) lAmi completely defended it from the meri- 
dian sun* When we came to the entrance of $Sm 
^rirando, or balcony, the Maywoon of Pegae» ^ 
governor of Bamoo, a province bordermg on Chinni 
and the Woondock before mentioned, welcome4 
me to the capital. Being seated on carpets spi;^B4 
along the floor, the coaversatioa turned on generttJl 
topics, and particularly on European geography, j^ 
«ul]ject OA which the governor of Bamoo appeared 
very desirous of information. After some time^ 
the Woottdodc, addressing himself to me^ saHJ^ 
that his Birman majesty had been absent a few 
inonthfi, at a country residence jiamedMeengoung^ 
phere he was erecting a magnificent temple to 
their divinity Gaudma, but was expected to retuiii 
eeon to Ummerapoora ; that, in tiie mean time^ 
instruetiwis had been given to his ministers to pro* 
ride every thing requisite for Uie accommodation 
of the English gentlemen^ and that .Baba^Sheen 
was coimitfLnded to reside near us, in prder to supf 
jjly QUI* wants, and to communicate our wishes. 



To ^119 thfe Maywoon' of Fs^uo ttcklid^ iktd ikb 
two iiifeii<tf S^reesy oo provincnl ondeY ied:««ft» 
fie8y wix> had acecHn^anied ns from Rangocn, \v<tr# 
ifltesHse diivoted to ctlend to ma ordersy and, bsf 
ing persons to idboni we' were aocnstomed, woiiiM 
probal43r be laore agreeable to tts than entire 
strangers* 

These polite and hospitable attentions were re^ 
ceiTed and acknowledged by me with real satisfac- 
tion ; nor was it at all diminished by the freedom 
nitfa which the Woondoek informed me, that it 
was contrary to the etiquette of the Birman court, 
for a public minister from a foreign nation to go 
abroad before his firlit audience. He tbereibre 
hoped I would not cross the lake in penson, or 
suffer any of my people to do so, until ihe cere- 
monials were past; but aa our cnttoms differed 
fitmi theirs, and the Europeans habituated them- 
selves to take exercise, I was at Ml liberty to 
iralk or ride into the country, or ov0r the .plains 
that lay between our dwelling and the hills, as fair 
ib I thought proper ; recommending to me, at the 
same l^me, not to go to any great distance, as it 
would be considered by the common people in the 
l^fat of a derogation from my own consequence.^ 
t tinmked him for his counsel, yr^ch. was deliTered 
widi many expressions of civility, and readily ac^ 
qoiesced in what he assured me was an establislHMl 
custmn. 

This usage of debarring a public minister from 
entering the capital previous to his first formal pre- 
sentation, I imderstood, was neither recent nor un- 
common. It has long be^a* the known prtfctkse of 
the Bimum and Siamese gov^nments. M(»ineui« 
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Lodbere makes mention of it in iiis Account ' of 
an Embassy to Siam, sent from the coni| of Louis 
the Fourteenth* It is founded on that cantioiis 
policy which governs all nations eastwaid of India 
in their intercomae ^th foreign statea* 



.J 
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CWAPTER IL 

K/LCB OF RK8II>BKCVOESCRIB<X>— iBBPUTATfOlf 

' FROM CHINA FROVlNCIAL MOT IMPERIAI»*-« 

RHOOM, A BUILl&tMG SOMETIMES ATTACHED^ 

^ ¥a PRIVATE HOUSES TREASON 0» IT— ^MU- 

~ KIFICENCB OT THE BIRITAN CPOVERNMENT 

' I^TTBR FROM GENERAL ERSKIKE OPENED* 

- BT THE BIRMAN MINI&TER — APOLOOY' — ^AP- 

' FEARAKCS OF *THE ADJACENT COUNTRY 

FAROHED FOR WANT OF RAIN — OASSAY FAR- 

' 1I£RS — WOMEN INDUSTRIOUS-^ ROW TRft 

'* BOATjS— FOND OF SfNejNG — QHIVliSB MVSJC 

DISCORDANT AND TROUBLESOME^- INDOLENCE^ 

' OF THIS CHrNKSS-^Knm' RETURNS TO THB 

CAPITAL ECLIPSE OF THB MOON — REASON 

OF DELAY PRIDE OF THE CQ6RT— I*r9 PUNO* 

' TXLIOUSNESS — LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR*' 

GENERAL TRANSLATED ^PRipSENT A MBBfO- 

RIAL E&IBA93IES USUALLY CONSIST OF THREB 

MEMBERS— VISIT FROM THE JUNIOR DEPlf** 
TIES FROM CHINA ^WHIMSICAL CEREMONY- 
RETURN THB VISIT—-fiUBJBCT OF COM VERSA-' 
TiON» 

As soon as my visitors took tfaev leave, I made 
|i smrey of vus new habitation. It was a spadoiia 

^2 
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house of one story, raised from the ground sOBSe« 
what more than two feet, and hotter covered thm 
Birman houses usually are. It consisted of two 
good sized rooms, and a large virando, or haleony. 
The partitions and walls were made of. cane mate, 
with latticed windows in the sides. The shape of 
the roof was such as distinguishes the houses of 
the nohles. It was idtogether a comfmtable habi- 
tation, and well adapted to the climate. Mr Wood 
had a smaller fiouse erected behind mineV ^^^ V^ 
rallel to it ; and Dr Buchanan another ^t right an- 
gles. Small separate huts were constructed for 
the guard, and for our attendants* The whole was 
surrounded by a strong bamboo paling, which in- 
closed a court-ysu*d. There were two entrances 
by gates, one in front of my house, the other hade- 
wards. At each of these, on the outside of the 
paling, was a shed, in which a Birman gmrd waeT 
posted, to protect us from thieves, keep 4i& the 
popubcQ) and> probably, to watch and r^>m1; #ur 
]povement8» 

: On ibe skirts of the same grove, in a line witli 
pur dwelling, similar houses were erected Isr three 
Chinese deputies, who had arrived at Ummera- 
poora about two months before us. These per- 
sonages were represented as composing a royal 
mission from the imperial city of ^ekin ; but cir- 
citmstances early led me to suspect that their real 
character did not rise higher than that of a pro- 
vincial ^ppujlalion from Manchegee, or. Yunan» the 
««outh-west provkco of China, which borders on 
the kingdom of Ava — a conjecture that was af- 
terwards confirmed. They had accompanied the 
governor of Bfum>o,. which is tlie frontier province^, 
to the capital ; and I und^retood that their busi- 
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iNMa urns to acyvst some merc^ntUe coQcenis re- 
h^xag to the jee, or mart, where the comiQodities 
^f. thetwo eiapireaare hrought aad bartered. It 
^rwi not at all improbable, that the mission- had 
been danctioiied by the authority of the Emperor 
^nf Chiqa, especially as the principal member of it 
Jif9fi a Jiyative of Pekin^ and had lately come from 
thence. But the false pride of the Birman court 
anggested the puerile * "expedient of representing 
it to us as an imperial embassy ; a distinction to 
yviiich, I was privately informed from an authentic 
MQUTCGf it possessed no pretensions whatever. The 
-^[lembers, howev€|^, were treated apparently with 
much personal respect and attetition. 
. The building denominated Khoom has already 
be^n described as th^ oiBcial hall of justice, where 
^be • members of provincial governments, and aU 
municipal officers, are. accustomed to assemble for 
tjie transaction of pubUc business. Every man of 
l^b rank in the Birman empire is a magisti*ate, 
and has a place of this desciiption and name con* 
,jigacm to his dwelling ; hut always on the outride 
of the enclosure of his court-yard, and not sut*- 
roimded by any fence or railing, in order to main* 
fest publicity, and show that it is the seat of ma« 
jesty and justice, to which all mankind may have 
free access. An imperial mandate to a govehior^ 

' * The Chinese seem la have been aetuated. by a popcy 
C^ially ab&urd, when they informed Sir George Staunton, 
at the time of the formal introduction of Lord Macartne]^ 
that * Ambassadors from Pegue' were present; and thu 
''Siani, Ata, and Peguewere tributp^ to China. * Such 
unworthy deceptions not being expected, could hardly be 
guarded against. The courts of Ava and Pekin appear 
to resemble each other in many points; but in none more 
tfian in their vanity, which often manifests itself in a inan- 
not less ridkuloas than centempitible. 



^ an orSfft from a governor to a pet^ Mtfu^ljlS^ 
dr cMef of a mnB& town or diistdet, k iiivtu^ftbiy 
dpened and read alond in this stsBda/hd hall.' TW 
Birmiui goyeituuent, in the administratioB of piAl^ 
iiffaire, suffers no such llirag as pmaef or lo^l^ 
eealment. The rhoom is I&ewise an appe»dag€» 
of digfdly, as it denotes him to whose habitation 
ft is aoaiexed to be a person of rank and eoBse-^ 
<)[uence. A buiMing of this sort was erected wUb^, 
in a few yards of the front gate of our indosore. ' 

For two days s^r our landing, ^ boatmen 
and servfu^ts were employed in transporting oar 
ba^gaire from, the boats to the himseu and our tisie^ 
^"^efly taken «pm arn«^p«g Ae domestic eo. 
ik)my of our new i^esidence, in which we found a; 
Mberal provision of all such necessaries as the na<- 
lives themselves require. My rooms ware carpet-^ 
ed, but the chairs, tables, &e. were my own* Rie^- 
gee (^eiarified butter), firewood,, and pots f<» ^^s-^^ 
sing nctuak, were supplied to our peo^ in abm* . 
dance. A few stalls^ or petty shops, were esta* 
blished in the grove j. to affoed the smallier ingre-* 
dients of cookery,. s|tch as greens, spices^ salt, 
taoiarinds, ke. Here ako tdbaeeo end beetle leaf 
were sold; and to enable ow attendants to pur-^ 
chase ^ch articles, one hundred taekal, about l^i^ . 
Sterling, were ^tributed amoi^t them. H^ 
wm WLSuct of mimiificefice. wh»)h I with greafti dif- 
ficulty avoided the oyigation of, in my own p^c-^ 
sfii ; but no remonstrance could prevail on , tb^ 
Bifman officer to dispe^i^ with it in the instance i 
of oiu" domestics.. 

The delinquent refugeea, of whom motion has 
been made in a former part of this work, as hav- 
ing -been surreEid^red, by older irf tb« Gaver»pr?lj 
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giebenJ, to tiie jtustiHe of their country, had reached 
Ummempoora some weeks previotis to our arriva]. 
The Birman guard l^at escorted them had brought 
•'letter directed to' me from General Erskine, the 
English commander at Chittigong. This letter the 
Birman minister, as it was alleged, through mis-' 
take, bftt more probdbly by design, caused to be 
opened, and procured a translatioQ from an Arme- 
nian interpreter. The circumstance was reported 
to die king, who ordered that th^ letter should be 
safely deposited in the Lotoo, and given to me on 

- my airival. The royal injunctions 'wer^ punctu- 
ally obeyed. An officer, in his dress of ceremony^ 
brought it over. A proposal was £rst made, that 
I should go myself to therhoom, solicit its restora-^ 
tion, receive it as an act of grace, and do homage 
to the king, by bowing with my face towards the 
pidace. • From this I entirely dissented, as the 
catme of cdftnplaint was with me, and confidence 
had in some measure been violated, by their break-* 
ing llie seal. I do not imagine that the proposi- 
iaoa originated from any authority^ as'' it was ^1m<« 
mediatdy given up, and the fetter, £q a s& wr^ 
per, was formally presented to me on s trayj^ by 
the officer who conveyed it across the lake^ i 
• Being iH>w comfortably lodged, we had leisure 
to take a view o£ the circumjacent couniry, and 
observe the objects that immediatdly aorreunded us. 
B^nnd the grove in which we Hvq^ was a smooth ^ 

^ extensive plsun^ intersected by the - embankments^ 
or what, in the past year, had been fields of rici^ 
but which promised, this season, to be an unpro* 
docdve waste, owing to the uncommon drought. 
NctwitfattancUng thejspot we were on was elevat-' 
ed ntey IHtW i^ve the present level of the \9k&. 
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isrhSth had bow nearly readied itsntiiost heigfc^ 
yet the ground was parched mp» and divided into 
dilasms from want of moistare. Dark and ragged 
Hi^mntams, about ei^t miles distai]^ bounded tl^ 
prospect to the south-west. Several small viBageil 
were scattered over the pkdn^ and on the skirts ef 
ike grove, inhalMted, as we were informed, hys 
tiative Cassay^ers, or the descendents of Cassayen^ 
who had becai carried into csptiyity by the Birmw 
ivTad^^ dining their pfedatoiy expedltkos acaraoi^ 
tibe Keendnem^ ^ 

The Seree who accompanied me siiid, Uml thesQ 
people, whom he eaUed Mvimi^i«e^n>9>fron^Muii-f 
nipore^ die capital of Cassay, were in general be4 
eome reconciled tc^ ^eir state of serrkude^ bwin^ 
t» their haviitg been brought away very youn^ front 
^eir own country* The superior injdustfy sdA[ 
skill whidi they possess over the Birmans in ^H^^ 
ferent liranches of haicdicrafi, supplied ^em' with » 
eottifortable sid^^tence. Those in' our neighbour^ 
hoodwer^&rmi^ and gard^ien^, tdio cultivatdlf^ 
pttli^^ greeCtJs, onions, and such vegetables as Biiiir^ 
jntans uasw lliQae anticles they txanspori at warn 
eftfly^houractposs thelake to the city, where tbey 
retail them in the market^ and bring home the pro^ 
duce^ at night. This bhsiness is mosdy peiform-^ 
ed by females. One man, commonly a person in^ ' 
yeans, acomnpanies each l^a% in whidi, standings 

. erect, he acts as ste^^man, wMst ite women^ 
tfeually from ten to fourteen in number, nittin|p 
with their le^s across, row short o$rs, or use pad*:, 
dies, according to the sizft of the vesseL When) 
they set oul in a morning, llley proceed in sHence; 

'but returning Stt n^ht, thejr join in jocimd dkotOB^ 
aAcf time the stroke of thki* oars to^lhe |mv« of 



toQg. We werid t^^raebded .«7«rjr. etmiiiig 
inrpm dndc till ten o'clock by sHcceaaiTe parties (^ 
these joyoos feoialesy . whose strains, tliongliiii^ 
oo&sliedy were JtHways ixtelaiUoiis and ^•lUMng, 
The Binnansy both wen eaa women, are fond of 
wngkig whilst at woric It lightens their laboov. 
'^ Song «|weeten8 toil, how mde soeW.the soond* ^ 
(Inforl^DUMitely our nmsi^ Was not confined to these 
passing cfaantresses. There . were lAerpeifotviera) 
less asreeaUe, nearer to m. Ckir neighhoorsy the 
dlei^rtes from C^ina, nnhickily for ^ repeee of 
those from Britam^ hap^ned to be aomtencs hi 
their way^ and had ^atmi^ their dependants a se* 
lect hand of ninstdans, each as I certainly had 
neiner heard equalled. . It^is impossihle to describe 
tj^ hocrSUe mHses tibat isoaed from gangs, di^noB^ 
cymbals, an instnunent with two strings, which may 
Mt .called a fiddle, and something like a ckorionot^ 
ihat sent foadi a s<xBnd more grating, to the «ar 
tkuk all the rest. Hiis was their constant noetitt^ 
■al amusement, which neVer ended before mid<^ 
nif^ty and was not once remitted till the prineiv 
pal personage of the embassy became so indispose ,, 
zed that ha oould endure it nci longer. Whilst he . 
lingered, we enjoyed tranquillity ; ^but after his de^ 
ceaee the ooncert reeommenced, aad continued, to 
our great annoyance^ till they qui^bsd the pcowe ter 
letom to their native country. 

Hie o^XMite habits of iyfferejat nati<ms were hete 
atnldagly evinced in the dissimilarity between the 
manners of the English, and those of ih» Chinese^^ 
The latter never 1^ the precincts of their hahita^ 
tion, or manifosted a desire to leave it, except to 
loll in easy chairs, and smoke their long pipes m 
th^.cool of the evening on the margin of the lak^ 
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aboat two or three himcbed yRrds in fr«fiA of ^dntr 
house. The English gentlemen aecustomed theiii«> 
selves either to walk or ride three or four miles itt 
the morning . before lureakfest, and the sione dis* 
tance in the Bffcemoen — a eircamstance that did aot 
escape the notice of the Birmans. • My Gostomav^ 
route waa in a southern direcdonv over pathwa^ 
that led through rice fields, in my return maldng a 
prcuit along the green border of the lake. Al- 
though there was aot the least cause to jappfehend 
either injury or insolence, I was always attended iii 
my excujBon. by «s or eight soldier., «.d by as 
many of my private servants, armed with aabc«B, 
who seemed to attract no less notice than n^^set^ 
When I met any of the natives, particularly W9« 
men, they squatted down in the posture of respect* 
As soon as the novelty of my appearance faiui « 
little worn off, I was told ihat they were still aoA 
ous to know why a person consuhaig hb owB 
amusement, and master of his own time, shouM 
walk so fast ; but on bmng informed ihat I was 
i^ a Colar, " or strainer, and that it was the ctM^' 
torn of my coimtry, they were< reconciled to this^ 
as well as to every other act t^t did aot coinai^ 
with their t)wn prejudices and usi^e. " 

In a few days the return of t^ kmg was a»* 
nounced by tli^ disdiarge of pockets, and by ik» 
general bustle that so important an event caused 
ajuox^ all classes of peo^e. We saw nodiing of 
the msplay ; which we understood, on this oc-« 
jCaston, was not at all pompous; 

The period of onr anival occurred at a juni^um 
that supplied the Birman court with a pUmsibte 
eicuse for postponing the consideration of public^ 
business, and delaying my formal reception, as well 
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M tlie fkUreiy of the letter from the Gotemor- 
gttianil to the Kii^. It so ha|>pe&ed,*ibat in the 
enming month there was to he an eclipse of the 
1000% an (^ration of nature which ^ey ascribe to 
the iiiter£^eiiee of a mdigant demmi. C^ such 
an oecadon, affidrs of «tat«, and all important matters- 
of bwnesS) that will admit o( procrastination, aro^ 
put off to the following month. The astrologers 
were assembled* to i^oneuH on ^e first fortmiate 
day after the lapse of that inauspicious moon, when 
they^'discoYered that the seventeenth of the month 
Tonzelieoy ccnrrei^iiding with the 30th ei August, 
waa tbe earliest that would occur ; and that day was 
aceordu%ly appointed for the puhHc reception of 
the English embassy. 

. Candon and policy had, perhaps, as great a 
.shace with the Birmans as superstition, in thus re- 
twpding the ceremony of our introduction. It was 
to thfiom a novel incident. They were desirous to 
lieiietrate thoroughly into the objects we hlEul in 
•vittWy before any part of the subject came into 
Coraial discnasi^. They might probably also wish 
ta ha^e an q>portumty to judge of ova national 
db«nicter, and to determine, from our conduct, in 
what manner to regulate their own. If such wer^' 
their motives, they were consistent with tliat sa- 
gaidty which I £aiapd invariably displayed by the 
JSirman government, in all its resolutions* and acts 
of a pid^lic nature. 

Bat the prevailing charact^*istic of the Birman 
court is pride. Like the sovereign df China, his 
nru^esty of Ava acknowledges no equal. Indeed, 
it is tbe fixed principle of all nations eastward of 
jBengal, to consider foreign ministers as suppltama 
. vol*. 11. ^ 
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«ome to aofiic^ pole<D!^^ ti«* m ttfpmteKkiSiiiim 
wiio nriiy demand refdresB ; ^ther as tarsals Id 
Yfender bomage, than tts persdns Tested wHh att^ 
di^ty; to tueat oh H[\xA tenas. Of ^iis isfsMoEil, 
Was early apprised, and fisit no disappdntment at 
lfc»rii^ of a general riuno^kf ewrent among tli^. 
i&gher ranks of Birmans, that a deputy hall ar-k. 
*itred from the feaglish government, bearuig tribute 
Iw their Mng. Reports of 4^ nature were n# 
IM^ierwise regarded, dian as an ndmonition to 41^ 
Ifokte my a;ctions wii^ seruptdoos cireuinspeelion* -. 
Amongst other regukitions of tius p^teftetiiiA^ 
(ionrt, I \ras gireh to understand that il was Hol 
jtiCustomary for^e king to recede any lett^ u^ A 
formal manner witJiout being previously appTii^ 
df its eontentlk Tins created some d^<^ty in, 
Inspect to the letter from the Goveiti(n*-g«^l^ 
which was al tengtfc surmounted %y an 'agreemiM^ 
im my pan to admit of a eq>y being tnade in ta^ 
pretence ; but it wm stipulated by them, that H 
/Should be transcribed in the riioon^ adjacent to m|^ 
liouse, and not in my private reridence. In thli 
|]^roposal I ^uiesced ; askl accordingly a £M*mal 
^deputation, consisting of iieven't>r eight officers of 
4^tate, was directed to proceed to the rhoom, wh»l$l 
they were to open the tetter, and see it prope^ 
iranscribed* Hiese personages came widi tnucli 
parade, apparelled in liieir robes of ceremony. On 
landii^, tbey walked directly to the rhoom, and| 
having takei^ their seats, sent a Terrezogee, or iar: 
lerior officer, along with Baba-Sheen, to request I 
Would come, and bring with me l^e Qoyenmr-^gB* 
neral's letter. I obeyed this summons, accompa^ 
n^ by the oilier gentlemmi, and om* usual «tt^d^ 
luits. On eutermg the thoom, I was civilly de- 



flifedy 89'^ Occasion was a mlemB jeoe^ t»iiMike 
obeisaneei towards tbe piasath^ <» spire of th# royal 
jpAtee, wkidi was Buwe^tjuai two miles distuufr.^^ 
e^nmony that I coupUed with l^ nusisg ny 
right hand to my head, and MakJaig a sligbif iiicl^ 
natibn of mf body, aftac the manner of the Ma-. 
faomedan SsJaam. Being seated^ I dellv^ed th^ 
letter, which was writt«i m Engtish and in I^er- 
■as, to the Woondoefc, or superior officer. It 
WM. iminediately opened by a secretary ; and an. 
Ameniaji intei^reter, named Muckatees, who 
sp^ke aiAd wvole Enghsh -Gently, was «^ered t^ 
Hake 9copy^in En^h, whilst a Mussolman moon* 
ibee sonde ^aothtti in Pendan. Wheft the writing 
was finii^ied, I deHrared !a paper, which I desired 
nigkl'ke laid before hm Mijesty'is eouhei^, de- 
darator^ in geaend tenae, of the friendly wishes 
aM -nnwaof the Gofenfofogeneial in deputing me 
tt'HMT Bivman court, and expressing my desire to 
liuntaiii a confidential iaiercoane ^nih such perr 
aotts as las Majesty, or his ooniieil, ^Mukl think 
imer to awtfaoriae^ 

The business beipg canckided, I retuiiMd, to m^ 
house, and received a eereanoniDiis tisit from tl^. 
Bknan ofteers, among u4|om lliere were 8obm> 
|>»w enay!io of high Anime^n^ A Woon^Joelc, bn^ 
set the one that met^me atPagahm^ pre^ded. Tho' 
m a i tur of tbe alephaMts^ the old goTomor of Peon^. 
keiag, two Saredegees, or secretaries of state,; 
and soDfie other offieers^ whose names and stations' 
IdklnM leam^ weire pveseat. Thar robes, which^ 
wat&rery graceftil, were made either of velvet or 
fl#wei)edsatiD, wkh wide bodies, and loose sleeves., 
inwy . wei« aE i»vealed witb the diain of nobility,^ 
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and w<H*e eaps covered with light green taS^y. 
Three <^ higher rank than the rest, had a wreath 
of gold leaves encircling ^e bottom of their caps, 
not unlike the stntwbeny leaves in a ducal coco* 
net. Their attendants, who were numeroust car- 
ried a variety of utensils, such afs their heejtle ]bo?r, 
water flaggon, drinking cup, and spitting pot ; of 
which latter, from their filthy practice of chewing 
beetle, they stood in constant need. I regaled 
them witK tea, and English raspberry jam spread 
on biscuits. Although they praised, I do luA. 
Ihink they much relished our preserve ; they ate 
. sparingly, and refreshed themsehres with copious 
bowls of tea, imadulterated either by cream <m 
sugar. 

. About this time the Chinese minister, who hait 
already been mentioned as labouring under savj^gk 
indispositi^, sent me a polite messi^e, expreij^ 
ing his regret that he had it not in his powfe 
to visit me in person; but that his two coUeaguai 
Would wait on me whenever I should be at leisn3ni^ 
to receive the|n. I returned niy acknowledgment^, 
and i^pointed the following day* 
^ It is cust<»nary among nations eastward of Ben<* 
gal, when a public deputation is sent to a foreign 
court, to nominate three members, who constitute 
a council. Although the presidait or chief of thes^i 
is invested with all the power, and controls tha 
proceediiigs of the rest, yet the distinction between 
them is not so wide as to preclude the juniors, 
from a* high degree Of. consequence being attached 
to their stations ; and in case of the demise of the,- 
principal, the senior survivor executes all dipkn 
matic functions^ thus widely guarding, against any 
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iii](|i^l!!ira^iii^ which a casiaiily mig^t liirow ia ihe> 
way of negociatiQii. 

, The two junior mepabas (^ the Chinese depn* 
tatioD came at the afypointed hour, accompanied 
hf seven, or eight attendants* Theite is no per« 
sonage <m earth so sol^nn and ceremonious as a 
Chinese officer of staitew His dignity is preserved 
l|y profound sikncev unless 'when( occasion rendera- 
l( necessary to eserdse ' the faculty of speech^ 
whiek is always slow, mimotonous, and dkdl. Even 
gftntlemoiy in ihe feimiliiBnty of ptiyate life, seidofla 
depart from their gravity, or relax into a smile. 
On mitering a room where there is company, good 
bi«editig is evinced by a modest . but pertinaceouai' 
refusal to sit down till the master of the house ia 
ikst seated, which would be an equal 'violatM)n of 
Aednun on hk part. Hiis custom, I was told, 
si^ietimes produces a vary ludicroua Wene, and 
the guests are not unfrequently obliged to be 
dragged to their diair^ and placed in them ahnoet 
li^ compulsion^ *My house being about to under** 
gOfiome.alteratum^ I had caused a snite of tents^- 
whidi I bad. brought with me, to be pitched foi: 
our temporary accommodation. In tiiese I made^ 
aiera^;ements to receive my visitors, whotwero^ 
eaact to their time. On entering the door of the 
marquee,, they both made an abrupt stop, and re^'- 
mttsd all solicitation to advance to cbaits, thai 
Itid beeQ pr^ared for them, until I should finitbd/ 
seiSled. in ^tm dilemma Dr Buchanan, who had 
vblted C!hiBa» advised me what was to be done. 
Ijioimediately seized on ^e foremoiit, whilst the 
Doeior hitnself grappled with the second* Thus - 
me soon 6iM them in iheir seals, both paftieS| 
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during ike struggle^ repeating Chin Chin, CUa 
Chin, the Chinese term of salutation. The con* 
remtion was not at all lively or interesting 4 fbr, 
though I sat between them, cor words had to maka 
a wide circuit before they reached each otliei% 
comprehension. I spoke in the language of Hut* 
dostan to a Mussulman who understood BinBan, 
he delivered it to a Birman who spoke Chines^ 
this Birman gave it to the first ofBcial domestic^ 
who repeated it to his nmster in the Chinese toi^ue* 
Our wines, port, ateret, and madeira, all excelt^ 
of their kind, were served up. These, howemv 
were too cold for Chinese palates. My visitants 
did not seem to relish them; but .when dierry* 
brandy was intniduoed, ^1^ approbation was mv- 
nifested by the satis&ction with which each of them 
swallowed a large glass full of the liquor. Hiey 
tasted our -tea, and^ before they departed, politely 
presented me with some fans,' two or three piecea 
of silk, two small boxes of tea, and tln^e bottka 
of shouchou, a Tery fiery spirit dicnilled from nee, 
of which the Chineee are extremely fond. 1 1«- 
tumed the visit, on the following day, and wets re- 
eeived wi^ aa much pomp and ostentation aa dtf- 
cumstances wouM admit. In front of the hou8e% 
silk ensign waved, on which was embroidered^^e 
Imperial^dragon of China, and at their gate we<e 
suspended whips and chains, importing the powtir 
whidi the owner possessed to inffict corporal 
pualshment. The two junior membersmetme-attin 
threshold of the'r habitation, apologised for iSbb 
unavoidable absence of the chief personage, aoid 
iatroduced me into a hall, the walls of which were 
concealed by scre^is of silk, and the cUdrs oovSBred 
with loose pieces of BOiAn^ Thia interview waa 



EMBASSY TO ATA* Sf- 

iMidered inoKi uiterestiiig than tl^ former, bf » 
spQotaoeous qnestien on the part of ^e. sen^ 
Gfimese, to know wfae^er I h^rd of the sa^ «t» 
«md of Lord Macartney in England. Hb Lor^lii{r 
hagvhkg lehQhma, oidy the pirecedu^ year, it wav 
not po8sib)e to hare 4md aecoonts cf his reaching^ 
England, and the issue of ins Lordship's negoci»- 
^ns was at that that time wholly unknown. Cob*' 
scqucBtly, being unacquainted boUi with the ob«^ 
jectfl and event of^hat spleiM^ mission, I felt my* 
i^ ralJieT on deHcate ground 'vm regard to die in« 
^iiies which I, on my part^ wished to make* Ja 
onfer- to draw some conclusion iiwm ihmr dis- 
eouTBe> I encouraged diem to pursue ^e tqpk, by 
aaliing how his Lcn'dsia^p s h^tii had borne th» 
miBstodes of ilimate ? They replied, that they 
MBify knew of the embassy fronr .report, and seem* 
ed reluctant to enter into particulars, witii w^di, 
it is probable, they were coaetireiy macqfuauited. I 
did BOt^ thisrefbue, press the subject isrtfaer; but I 
was vkA Bvdhxed to remaiB long in doubfwhat tfaeir> 
Mniiniaito were^ C^nnese ^vaaity scarcely yiehkk 
to that of the.Biivattns. Here was an opportanity, 
by esaggeratieii md nsisreprefidi^aBtiipi^ ^ indulgsig' 
^^beir own pride at the expense of the Engli^ na-; 
don, whid>, in the acoounts eircdaited by them At: 
Uaunerapoora respecting the «nbasr^ to . CIub^^ 
they did not neglect. They treated W'Witkte» 
^BBd* aweetnieats,- and flmaired thek l<«g pi|>e8 with 
««Brelaxed sc^emmty. I lepud l&eir cvr&ties by> " 
l(fnng di^n smne broad doth and brandy, and^ 
took my leave. 

.. The alt^mdons in my own dweUmg, vthkk I> 

ihad 8i^;gesled» wace qaatMy carried mto eflEeet ;: 

aad, by aad ordar from the Lotoo, or grand cqwi* 



«t, ft small additionftl buikliiig, of a aqmm fi^nnr 

and raiaed fh>m ^e gromid, was erected wi^mfc 

the miclosiire of oar coaiif for ^e receplioii of 'tiie- 

presenta intended for his majesty. I was given to- 

landerstaad l^rnt this Udldrng was meant as a oomn 

pliment to what they thooght proper to term a- 

mong themselves, " tribute £rom the King, of £ng« 

land ; " but as no sudb arrogant assumption war 

ever publicly professed, I coidd not take notiee o£ 

Hiere ramowr. It urns, how tail /privately inti'^ 

Miated te me, that Imepiag our teats pitched, wodUk 

ha coBsidered by the court in the light «f a refleiK 

tion.upcm ita hospilatity ; and an inforence . wflrttld 

he dnMvn from it, that wa were diacoBteated witfc 

ear habkadoB. I imme^pately- ordeced the but-: 

qjEiees to bestfock, nothing beLug Anther fipam^ttip 

iotentian tban to give. umlH^age, or express! «^ 

^aliafttatiiB, ior whk^ kdaed, in the present t^ 

stance, there wcas certainly nagimmd^ 

The;iBterval ^ras. elapsed betw«^ lim tiaae 6^ 

onr amval' at UBnttenipoioc% and^of <iur #E»rmi^ 

iatrodiiction>at-coaiVa£brded as leiseie to aoquiiia^ 

mme insight imlo te^costDma^tnligleas tenetn, asid' 

moral ecimemy, d iha BiAiHii natMiu Instead,' 

thsrefeoB^ of filfing v^ the cbaam.* by an UBimpoil«*< 

ant joonu^ in wUdi the aets of ooeday diftemd^ 

hat ilittl& from' those of. the preceding^ I shrii de«' 

dKsate tk/km pa^es ta a mora general acoonnt ^ 

the «onntry, and lendeaironr^ as far as our own cifK 

rnmacBihfld >obserT$iikii^ and the inf<HlnalaoB of or 

liienB,, enabled xmp to illustmite the diaraeter of ,thi0> 

people from th^ manners and their state of ao* 

defy, fiiom the ]M^»gi»sa ^^Mcfatithe aits, had made, 

9Qd from the jasages of tbe inhikbttanjbi k temtamL 
hfe.. 
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CHAPTER IIL f 

J^LIOION OF T^ BIRMANS^-THEIR I.AWS-^ 
' JUBISDICTION OF THE MBTBOPOLIS-^LAWTBRS- 
-^THE ROTAL ESTABLISHMENT— COUNCII.O]r 
. STATE— OFFICERS— HONOURS NOT HEREDI-* 
TARY — INSIGNIA OF RANK««^0RE8S-«RBSBM<^ 
BLANCE TO THE CHIIIESB— MARRIAOES*-EI7-' 
^ERALS— ..POPULATION— REVENUE. ■* 

After what has he&Hr written^ there ^aurhe Jit^ 
Becessity to iBfcNrm my readers, that tfae> Birmaitf 
are Hindoos : nut votaries of Brahma, hat sectanes 
of Boodh,. which latter is admitted by Hindoos of< 
aU descriptioiis to he the ninth Atavar, * or de«^ 
scent dl ike Deity in his capacity of preserver. Ho 
reformed the doctrines contained in the Yedas,' 
ai^ severely censured the- saaifice of cati^e, or 
depriving any being of life^ He is called the 9m^ 
^iflT of hi^piness. His place of residence wai 
discovered at Gaya in Bengal, by tlie^.^nstrioas' 
AjBar% f . renowned amoogsl men, ^< who caasedf 
aaimage of the. supreme Boodhto be made, and^ 

* ^. William Jones on the Gods of Greece Italy, and 
India. 

-f See the translation of a Shanscrit inscription on a 
stone foond in the temple of Boodh, at Gaya, by Hr 
'Wttluns. Asiat. Eesearcb. Vol I. 
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he worshipped it. Reverence be unto thee in the 
form of Boodh ; reverence be unto thee, Lord of 
the earth ; reverence be unto thee, an Incarnation 
of the Deity ; and, Eternal One, reverence be unto 
thee, O God, in the form of Mercy. " 

Gotma, or Goutum, according to the Hindoos- 

of India, or Grandma, among the inhabitants of the 

more eastern part4 V said * to^^hft"^ been a philoso* 

pher, and is by the Birmans believed to have flouridi- 

ed abouet 2300tf yeara ago. :Ha taught, ia tltf 

Indian schools^ the heterodox religion and ph^tso- 

. jhy of Boodh. The image that repreaenta BoedK' 

vk called Gaudma^ or Goutum, which is n<»v a/ 

commoaly received appellation of Boodh himself.' 

Xhia iuage ia the primary object of worship in all 

countries situated between B^igal and Chbaia. The 

aectaries of Boodh contend with those of Brahma^ 

lipr iihe honour of- ^Uqiiity, and are certainly fak\' 

were munerous. The Cingaleze in. Ceylon azci^ 

Boodfaiats of the pui*ei^ source, and the Bumami 

i^Kkaowledge to have origmally recMved their re^^ 

liffiea from that island. :|: It was brought, say ti* 

^Jiahaans, first from Zdboo (Ceylon.) to Arracan^' 

9^ thence was introduced into Ava, and probably^ 

iftto China ; for the Birmans assort wit^ eimfideikctf 

that the Chinese are Boodhists. *; 

' This is a curious subjeet of mvestigatioii^ luA 

the concaxr^ife testimeiiy of ciicumstaDces, add^ 

to iSm. opinions of the mojgt^inteHigeBt.writeri^ o^^tyV. 

to leave ^title doubt of- thi^ii^ It oaaaot^ hatttU' 

# S&r WiUiam Jones on the Qods of Greeoe, lUSf 

and India. *' 

t This agrees with the ittcount of th^ SiAneM oodip^^ ' 

tafiongiven by Kcemp&K - - • • . 

t The Bimumscall Ceykiiik Zeboo. • ^ i^*^ 
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^eretj he cbmonstrated beyond the poMibyity of 
dkpnte, till we shall have acquired a more perfect 
koofrledge of Chinese letters, and a readier aoce^ 
10 their repositories of learning. Little can tit 
]iresent be added to the lights cast on the subject 
if t^ kte Sir William Jcmes, in his Discourse de- 
livered to the Asiatic Si^iety on the Chinese. 
That great man has expressed his conviction in 
positive terms, lliat " Boodh was nnqiteH^onably 
ihe Foe of China," and that he was also the goa 
^ Japan, and the Woden of' ihe Goths — an opi^- 
nion wfiich corresponds with, and is perhaps grafl^ 
fid on, the information of the learned and kborion^ 
Ksmpfer, • corroborated afterwards by lus ow* ' 
tesearches. On whatever groilnds the lattet infer- 
ence rests, it will not teiid to weaken the belielf 
of his first position, when I observe that the Chinese 
ll^uties, on the occasion of our introduction to ihe 
(^redaw or high priest of the BiSmiati empire, pl*os^ 
tl:ited themselves before him, Htfd ftfteiwattls adoN 
ed an image of Gandma with more reiigiona fer- 
▼onr than mere politeness, or acquiescence in the 
tenstoms of another nation, would have exbited. 
Hie Bonzes also of China, like the Rhahaans of ^ 
Ava, wear yellow as the sacerdotal colour, and in 
many of their customs and ceremonies there may 
be tcaced a striking similitude. 

# Spetking ef tbc Buds, or SSakai of the JapaattBe, 
XflBOBtyfor says, * I bave itrotag wmoiib to b«li«ve> boUi 
' Amu tht affim^ of the a«n»> and the very noEture of this 
^ religion, that its author and fi>under is the very Bame pei^ 

* Mm whom the Bramins call Budha, and believe to be 

* the essential spirit of Wishna, or their deity, who made 

* hit ^ioth appetfuce in tbe world under this name. The 

* Peguers call hhn ffaiinnft Khutaman. * Hist. Japan. 
Book IV. ch. 6. Treating 



^9 EMBASSY TO AVA. 

Whatever may be the antiquity of the wor^ii|^ 
of 6oodh> the wide extent of its reception caimoC 
he doubted. The most authentic writer * on th<i 
eastern peninsula calls the image of Gaudma, as 
worshipped by the Siamese,' Somona-codoin. Be^ 
ing unacquainted with the language of Stam, wiii<^ 
.from so short a residence sa four months, 'it was 
impossible he could have acquired, he confonh^ 
two distinct words, Somona, and Codom, sighii^ 
ing Codom, or Gaudma, in his incarnate state. Thfe 
difference between the letters C and G may easily 
have arisen from the mode of pronunciation in dif- 
ferent countries. Even in the Birman manner df 
tittering the word, the distinction between these le^ 
ters is not very clear. The Boo<fii of the Indians »ad 
the Birmans is pronounced, by the Siamese, Po6tl^ 
or Pood ; by the vulgar. Poo ; whidl, without any 
^k^ttce to probabifity, might be converted by 4tb 
Chinese into Foe» ^ 'The Tamulic termination*en, te 
Mr Chambers remarks, creates a striking reseoir 
blance between Pooden and the Woden of the Gotlfs* 
•Every person Who has conversed with the natives Of 
India, knoWa that Boodh is llie Die» Mercorii, ilie 
'Wednescby, or Woden's day, of all Hindoo*. 

. Treating on tlie introduction of Boodh into Ghina» tiie 
same author says, * About the year of Christ 518, one 

* Darma, a great saint, and twenty-third successor Mv^'e 

* holy see of Seaka (Budha)i came over into China from 

* Seitenseku, as the Japanese writers explain it» Ihat'fc, 
^ * firom that part of the world whi^ lies westward witk f»- 

* gard to Japan, and hud, properly speaking, the fir$t Bxm 
« foundation of the Budsdoism in that mighty empire. * 
Book IV. ch. 6. 

* Loubere. 

f M. Gentil asserts, that the Chinese admit, by their 
own accounts, that Foe, their object of worship, was ori- 
ginally brought from India. 
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Chronology, JioweTer» which must always be 
eapted «a a sorer guide to trath, than inferaEtcea 
drawn from the resemblance of words, and etymo- 
J^^Gal reasoning, does not, to i^y mind, suffiment- 
■fy establish ^t Boodh and Woden w^e the sanra. 
3he period of the ninth incarnation ef Vishnu wss ^ 
Jtag antecedent to the eidstence ci the deified 
Ji^ of Scandinafia. Sir WHliam Jone» deteiw 
fuines the period when Boo^ i^peared on the 
•«arlh to be. 1014 years before the birth (^ Christ. 
.Odin, or Woden, flourished at a period not verf 
iiMstant torn our Sariour, and was, according to 
JMme, a coten^vraary of Pomp&y and of . JuHus 
•Caesar. The ai^hor of the Nordiem Antiquities 
placM him 70 years after the Christiaa ora. Eycr 
;the Birman Gaudma, conformably to their aeeoant, 
^jpnst I^Bve liyed aboTe 500 years before Woden. 
JSo immense a space canhso^y be supposed to 
Jwre he&k OTorlooked ; but if the suppoeitien r^ 
fas, not to the warrior q£ Ae North, but to die 
tfltig^ual deity Odin, the attributes of the latter are 
MB widely opposed to diose of Boodh, who was 
-inms^ oidy an incamadon of Vishnu, as the dales 
are incongruous. The deity, whose doctrines were 
ntrodneed ii^o Scandkiavia, was a god of terror, 
-014 his Totaries carried desi^ioa and the sword 
throughout whole regions ; but the Ninth Avatar* 
ifaought the peai^fiil olive, and came into the 
world for the sole purpose of preventing saaguin- 
' ary acts. These apparent inconsistoncies wiU nsr 
tnrally lead us to hesitate in acknowledging Boodh 

* See the account of the Ninth Avatar, by the Rev. 
yir Maurice, in bis History of Hindostan, Vol II. 
Part 3t 
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and Woden to be 1^ same penoii* Their doo- 
trinee are opposite, and their eraa are widely re^ 
mote. 

Had that diBtinguifihed genins^ * whose learn- 
ing 80 lately illumined the East, been longer spar- 
ed for the instraction and defight of mankind, he 
wonld probdidy have ehicidated tlds obscurity^ and 
have removed the dnsky veil that still hangs over 
the religions legends of antiqxuty. The sul^ect, f 
as it now stands, affinrds an ample field for indn%^ 
ing'in pleasing theories, and fismciful specnlatiims ; 
4nd as the probability increases of being able ts 
trace aU forms of divine worship to one sacred and 
]Hrimeval source, t^e inquiry, in proportion^ be- 
comes more interesting, and awakens a tndn ^of 
serious idieas in a refiectiog mind. 

It T/ould be as unsatisfectory as tedious, to ait- 
tenUpt leading my reader through the mazes of 
mymlogical fabfe, and extravagant allegory, in 
which t^ Hindoo religion, both Braminical ai|d 
Boodhic, is enveloped and obscured* It may ie 
floffident to observe, that tiie Birmans beliere k 
■the MelempsydiosiB, and tibat, after having mi- 
•dergone a certain number of transmigrations, thefr 
souls wiH at last either be receii^ into thetr 
Olympus <m -the mountain MmHi :( or be senit to 
• ' - • , ■ "' ' 

• I need hardly obserre^ thsi I mttn Sir l^nilSsil 
J6iie«. ^ .2 

f G^eral ValUncey, so justly celebrated for his know}- 
led^ of the antiquities of hi^ country, has eipressed h(i 
perfect conilctioa that-the 'Hindoos have been in'firitaitt 
and in. Ireland. See Miyor Ouselejr*s Oriental Colle«» 
tions. Vol 1 1. Mudi attention is certainly due to sudi 
respectable authority. 

t Meru properly denotes the pole, and, according to the 
learned Captain Wilford, it is the celestial north pole of 



Buffer todBAnts in n place of divine puniihroente* 
Mercy they hold to he, the firet a^tnbute of the 
dirinity : ^< Reveren<^ be to thee, O God, in the 
form, of Mercy! " and they worship Qod by, ex- 
tending mercy unto aU his creatm«9» 

The laws of the Birmans, hke, their religioa^ 
. are Hindoo ; in fact, there is no ^separating their. 
I^WB firom their religiop* Divine auUionty reveal* 
ed to. Menu the sacred principles in a hundred, 
thousand slocas, or verses. Mei^u^ pF0t|»u1gated 
the code. Numerous commentariea * on Menu 
were composed by ^he Munis, or old pitulosophenBy 
whose treatises constitute the Dherma Sasl^ <or * 
body of law. * , , . 

The Birmans gcaoi^rally call their code Denpa 
Sath, or Sastra ; it is one ampi^ the many com^ 
;Vi6ntarie8 on Menu. I Was bo fortunate -^ to 
procure a tran^lation of th^ n^t remarkable ^pas* 
. aages, which were rendered into Latin by Padr& 
; Vincentius Sang^rmano^ and»«to my grea^ surpfise^ 
i found it to correq>ond closely with a Persian 
rersion of the Arracan code, which is now in my 
possession. From the inquines to which this cir-* 
cumstance gave rise, I learned that the laws, aa 
wall as the religion of the Binnana, Jiad found 
thek way into the Ava country firom Arracan, and 
came originally from Ceylon, f The Birman sys- 

'Ihe HindooB, round wMdi they place the garden of Indra,' 
and describe it as the seat of delights. 
• • The code of Gentoo laws, tmnslated by Mr Halhed, 
I am informed, is a compilation fr«m the different com* 
mentaries on Menu, who was ** the grandson' of Bramah, 
t^e first of created beings, ** and whose work, as translat- 
ad by 'Sir Williaili Jones, is the ground of all Hindoo ju- 
rimrudence. 
' f As an tncontefttable proof that the Birmans acknow. 
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tern of. jvrispm^nce is replete wit& BOund BkoraM* 
tf, and, in my opinion, is distinguished ebore any 
mbtr Hnidoo cominentary for perspicuity ftna 
good-ffense. Jt provides spedficaQy for almost 
every speeies of crime that can be committed, and 
adds a eopions dmpter of precedents and deci- 
sions, to guide the inexperienced, in cases wh^^ 
there is doubt and difficulty. Trial by ordeal and 
ithprecataoB are ihd only ^bsnrd passages in the 
book ; but on the snbject of women it is, to an 
Emtmean, offrasiyely'indeCent. Like the immor* 
tsl Menn, it tells the piince and ^ magistnite 
€tmf duty, m language austere, manly, and ener- 
getie ; and the exhortation at the close is at once 
lioUe and ^ous. The following extracts wiQ 
serve as a specimen : , 
^ A country may be said to resemble milk, itt 

* which oppression is like to wat^. When wa- 

* ter is minted with milk, its sweetness imme^ 

* difltely vanishes. la the same manner, oppres- 
^ ^ion destroys a &ir and flourishing country. The 

* toyal Sufkaab"* will only inhabit the clearest 

* stream ; so « prince can never prosper in a ^b^ 

* tracted empire. By draddng pme milk, tiie 

* body is stvengthened, and the pakte is givtified ; 
< but wh^i mingled Willi water, pleasure bo Ibngetf 

ledge ihe superior anti^ity of the Cingalese, and the re- 
ception of their religion imd lavs from that^uarter. the 
King of AvA has sent, within these few years, at separate 
times, two messoitgers, persons of learning and respecta- 
bility, to Ceylon, to procure the original books on which 
their tenets are founded^ and, in one instance, the Bir- 
~ man minister xnade an officiid application to the Gover- 
nor-general o£ India, to protect and assist the person 
charged with the commission. 

• Bittern. Snrkaab is a Persian term, used by the 
aiahomedan translator. 
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* 19 fowait and 1^ apringB of health gradually de-^ 

* cline. 

»;^ A wisa prince redembles a i^iaip sword, which 
' at a single stroke cuts throvgh a pillar. wUh sudh 
^ k^nness that the febric still remams nnshakita, 

* With equal keenness, hia diso^mment will pene« 

* trate advice. ' 
. , ' A wise prince is dear to Us people, as the 

', physician is to the sic^ man ; as light to those 

* that are in darkness ; as unexpected a%ht to the 

* eyes of the.blin^; as is the. ^ill moon oa, Sk 
t wintry night, and milk to tke in£wt horn tjne 
^ breast of its mother. ' ■ ' 

.. ihe commentator thai proceeds to denounce 
tremendous judgments, against an opjKiessiy^ p^ce 
and a corrupt judge, llie latter is tims cunoutly 
xnenaeed : .. 

^ The punishment of his crimea, who jud^ts ini- 
.' quitously, and deddes falsely, shall be.-peater 

* than though he had slain one thousand women^ 
f , one. hundred priests, o^ one thonsaa^ horses* ' 

> The l|ook concludes as fc^ows : ^ 

. < Thus have the learned ^oken, and thus have 
f .the wise decreed, that litigation may cease.among 
> meuy and contention be banished the land ; and 

* let all magistrates and judges es^MMvid the laws 
' as they are herein written ; and to the extent of 
'. their understanding, apd according to the dic- 
.' tates of their conscience, ; pronoimce judgment 
^ agreeably to the t^nor of this book. Let ihe 

* welfare of their country, and the benefit of their 

* fellow^creatures, be their continual study, and 
/ the . sole object of their attention* L«t thctm 
' ever be mindful of the supreme digmty of the 

D 2 
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RoQlfth * «nd the Bramin^ asd pay tbem tfaalf 
rer^rence vfaieh is due to their sacred diarac- 
ters* Let tiiem dbeorve becmning respect tp« 
wards dl men, md lltey shall shield tiie weak 
fron oppression, suppoit the hapless, «ndy in 
pcDT^cdar cases, mitigate the severity iBfi mveBg^' 
ing justice. 

< It tkkSl he the duty of a prince, md the m»* 
gistrates of a prkipe, wisely to regulate the inter-. 
Did policy of ike empire, to assist and heMend 
the peasants, merchants, faimers, and those who 
follow trades) iSbaX tliey may daily increase in 
worldly wealth and happiness ; they ^lell proc* 
mote all woifes of charity, encourage the opu? 
lent to retieve the pocn*, and IHia^y contrih«rta 
to pious and laudahle pmrposes ; and whatseevei 
good works sball be promoted by their inineaee 
and example) whatsoever shall be giv«n in dkm* 
rtty^^ wd. whateo<|fer benefit eimU accrue to mm- 
kmd from tlieu* endeavom^, it shall all be pre- 
served in ^ reecHnds of heaven, one-sixth pari 
of whidi, though the deeds be tiie deeds of a* 
tfaers, yet shall it be ascribed unto lihem ; and at 
die'last day, at the so)em& and awful hour of 
judgment, the reeordiiig spirit shall produce 
Uiem, inaerihed on the adainantine tablet of hu^ 
man actions. But, on the othar hand, if the 
pro^)erity o( ^ nation be neglected, if justice 
he fitiffered to tie donnant, if tumults arise «nd 
robberies are committed, if nqpine and Ibul as- 
sassination stalk 'along the plains, ail mmes thai 
i^all be thus perpetnited llirough their reiniaB^ 
ness, one-«Ktfa put shall be bro^^ to Aeir ac^ 

f The Armc«n naae for RhiAaan. « 



*:>0mt^ Bnd4]liirith weigtity^vengean^oii dimr 

* faetds ; the dreadful conseqneiiees <if 1it4k^ mp- 

* fMM tkd power ^ tongnt to titler, or of pen to 

' Iawb, Urns diictaeted by reHgum, are> I bdiere, 
In.'genendy eoiifdetttioiisly admiiiistered. The 
««>»in.l j«ri«pn«k»ce of the Bin>>»>« fe^tarientin 
partici^ case*, hat rigoroiu in otkm«. Whoever 
u ^Bumd gnky of an undue assumption of power, 
«v «f asy crime llftt indicales a traaslmable inte^at, 
is pun^ied by the sevei^st tortm^es. The first 
qoanuiEHnsion of l^ft does not kMSur the penalty of 
tAitfa , mbilem the anoufft stolen be idbove 800 kittt, 
or^M^ud, about lOOiL, <»* attended with circum- 
\flanoes ci attocky, sftdi as tmufder or tnutil|Btion. 
& 'die fomer case^ the icalprit has a round msrk 
imprinted on eadt cheek by gunpowder and punc- 
llMltiony and olfe his breast the word Tfakf^ With^e 
-artiole etolen ; iot the seeead oficnoe he is depriv- 
^ of an ami ; but the thhral inevitably produces 
^eifsta] p unis h m ent. DeoafAtaition k tiie mode by 
whidi criminal suifer, in tbepetformance of which 
ihe Binnaa eseeoilotterB are «xoeedi^ly skilM. 

The dty of Uwmempdtara is dirided iMo fbur 
^StiiMSt Btibotdinate junscMetioin, ki each of whkh 
%i Maywomi presides; Thili officer, ^^Hio in the 
-previnees ia a viceroy, hi the m^tr<^olis resembled 
la me^r, and^ holds a &n\ and erinunal court of 
jSBtrae* hi capital eases h« tremmits the evidc^Uce 
m writing, widi Mb Opinion, to the Lotoo, or grand, 
diattiberef eaoBidtaition, where the coundl of stato 
Mfiunililrrr The eonndl, after elose^'^camination 
into the documents, reports upon them to the 
king, iirho either pardons the offender, or orders 
execution of the santeoee, The^ Mayi^oon is ob- 
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]ig6d lo MmA iu-penoil, and tee tkii^^mmimo^at 
oaifM into offiBct. 

Civil emto vamy be trantfensed.firom the com^ 
of the Maymeons to the Lotoo. This lemavak 
howev«*» is attended with a heavy expoase. Tbeiie 
are regular established lawyess, who coiylii«t eayae^ 
and plead. Eight cmly are licensed' to plead in Ae 
Lotoo. They are called Ameendoaaan. Tb^ 
usual fee is &fe tadkal, equal to sixte^ashiUh^gai 
but the gorenunent baa large- pr^ts on aU 0mt9. 
"that are bfought inio court. 

Thwe is Kio country <tf thi^ East in whiob ilm 
xoysl estabtishnent is arran^ped with motB miiiHto 
attention than in ^ Binnan. court. It is splmwlid 
without being wasteful, |uid numefous widiout c^ikr 
fusion* The most distinguished m^sA^ers, when^I 
was at the capitid, wa^ the SoFerei^r bis prkir 
•cipal Queen, entitled Nsndoh Praw» by whom ha 
has not any sons ; his second wife, Myack Nan* 
dob, by whom he has two sons ; the Engy .Xoor 
kiea»* or Prince Boyal, and P^ Teekien, or FtmB0 
.of IV<M9ie. The prmces of T<Nigho» Bassien, mmI . 
Pagahm, are by favourite concubines. Heedah 
IVaw is a princess of bogh dignity, and*iQoti[icr c€ 
the chief queen. The prince royal is mmrried^ aa4 . 
has a Sim mid two dau^ters* all young. Hie.fo^ 
lakes precedence of his uncles, the crown descend- 
ing to the male heirs in a direct line. These were 
the principal personages of ^e Binnan royal f#> 
rnily, . 

Next in i-ank to the printo of th* .blood roya^ 
«re the Woongees^f er chief miniiters of stat^. 

♦ Often called En^fy Praw. 
_ f Wooft signifies Burden ** the Compound Word implies, 
B«arer oftb^ Great Burden. > 
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IbM-miMM^ number iaUmry buillie filaoe of; 
erne has long been yacant. Tbese fbrm lh^ g«efft> 
roHiig' council of ^Baiion; they nt in the L^too, 
or teperial hall of cdnBnhataton, «veiy day, eateept' 
on^^MT Birmon sabbath, from twelre ^ three or 
four^'doek^ or later, as there happmis to be ba*« 
aineee. They issne mancbites to ^ Maywo<nia, or 
ykeroyB of the diffimit proviooeB ; they control 
every department of ^ state, aiid> in £M$t, goTera^ 
tho ^oopire, anbjeet ahroya to ihe pleaanre of* the: 
kfaig, whoae wiH is absdnte, and power ludefined* 

To assist in ihe admin]8timli«& of ^affaiigB, four, 
nfflben, caflttd WooBdook% aie associated with die 
Woongeea^ but of ftv inferior autlroiity» They^sit 
in^ie Lotoo in a-ddftecative capacity, having na 
Tote. They gire ^eir opinions, and may record 
tfa^ dissent from any meaauie that is ^proposed ^ 
VoT^e Wooi^eeB decide. Hie Woondocks, bow* 
ever, are frequency em^^ioyed 4» cany into, exseo^ 
tien imsiness of great pnbliG imporMuice^ 

'Wmi AttawooBs, or mkustem 4|f the inHeriory 
potass a grea^ degree «f xainence that sometimes 
cottnteracts with sncoess the views and widhes of 
the^ Woeageas. These the hhug selects to be his 
prhry commsUors^ frbm their tatents, and the opi^ 
■ioB he !ent«rtains of their integrity. They lum 
access to him at all times— a privUege.whiiA ths 
priacipai Woongee does n<^ e^ey. . 

-llie^ «« foor chief seereteies, called Sere** 
dogees, who have muft^rons writers or inf eri(»r Se-» 
less mider them. 

Four Nachaangse Mt in ihe Lotoo, take notesi 
and report whatever is transacted. 

Fovr 8aadel^;aMi regukte all ea^monials, in? 
trodoce strangers ei rwok into the r^rsl preseoGe^ 
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and are Ifae bearera of niessages from the coimdl 
•of slate i;o tibe kb^i / ^ 
■ There are nhie Sandozains, er feadisre, -wbo&t 
hvsixieiB it k toreadall offieial ^mtings, pe^ons, 
&e. Eveiy docttmoit^' m lyhich the ^iiibtic is cmi- 
cemed, or that it broiight h^retlie coi£beil inihe 
Lotoo, is read akMHL 

The f ocBT ^fe7woof» alreadf meBl^ned are i^ 
sleeted to the magisteriai ena|>erinteBdaiioe of their 
respectire ipasrten of -the d^. Hiey ha^e notlodj^ 
farther to do witfa^ Lotoo, than to obey the com- 
iiattid» they reoeire from thence. 

The Assaywoon, or paymaster-g^eral, is i^ 
an officer of high iiiq|>ortance. The^pkee is at 
present held by one of the Woongees, who is e^ 
ed Assay Wooi^pee« - - 

Theito are several other officei^ of distiiiie^tta^ 
who belyr n* ortensible share in ihe atomis^irtioa 
of pvblie aiiiiws, • sseh as the Day^oon, <» kinifs 
armour-bearer; the Chaingeewo(m> <»> ma^;er H 
ike elephants ;> also ^ Wo<»is of the qism^^ 
household, and th8^<tf the; prince royri. Ealili^ 
the junior princes has a dirthiet estnbHsbnetit.-^*^^ 
< In ibe Birman goremment there are no hetei$' 
tavy digi^ties or emph^jFments-; nM honouns'-iitA 
<»ffices, on the demise of die possessor, reyert% 
the crown. : t , . .'. 

The tsaloe, or chain, is the badge of t^ c»^ 
of nobility, of whidi there are different d^fil^ 
distingnished by the numb^ of strings or vaeA 
chains that compose the ornament. These striii^ 
are fastened' by bosses whwe' they i^^ite. - THt^ 
of open chain^worik is the lowest rank. TIM 
of neatly twisted wke w then^tt; then of; mot; 4^ 
ain^ md of ifWehe. No subject is erer honoiiiietf 
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with a higgler degree than twelve ; the ksig alone 
wean twienty-four. 

It has.alroady bemi oodced, thaiaknost ereiy 
tiurtide. of use, as wdl as ornament, paiticulaily in 
their d«ess» indicates the rank oi the owner. The 
shi^ of die beetle-box, which is carried by an at- 
tendant after a. Rirman of distinction wherever he 
geesyhis eaxHrings, cap of ceremony, horse fiimitvre, 
even thametal of wdiach Jiier spittiagvpot and drink- 
ing-cup are made, (which, if of gold, deiM>te him 
to be a man of l|igh ccmsideration), all are indica- 
tire, of the gndatiotts of society ; and wo be nnto 
(him diat assames the insignia of a degree lochia 
not his. legitimate right ! 

The court dress of the ^nnaa nobility is very 
bffiomiag. It conaista of a long jrobe, either of 
flowered satin or velvet, rea^ung to the ankles, 
with an open collar and looae^ sleeves. Over das 
.Aere ia a aearf^ or flowing manlie, that bangs from 
.4m^ ahooldera ; and on their heads they wear hig^ 
csfa.made of velvet, either p^ain, or of silk em- 
broidered with flowers of gold, aocordiog to the 
rank oi the wearer. £ar*ring8 are a part of mate 
•dress. Peraonaof oandidon use tabes of gold aboQt 
4hree inches long, and as Hack aa a large quiH, 
which eipands at one end like the moudi of a q>eak- 
i|ig tnimpet. Othera.wear a heavy mass of gold 
b^ten into a fdate, and ndled n^. This lump of 
IfOHStal forms a large (nrifice in the lobe of the ear, 
and drags it down by the weight to the extent 
sometimea of two inches. The women likewise 
^ve their d w <^pg f*^b'^ paraphernalia. Their hair 
is tied in a bunch at the top of the bead, and bound 
round with a fillet, the embroidery and ornaments 
of which expires thedr respective ranks* A short 
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Mh reaches to the pit of the stomach, k drawti 
tight by strings, and supports the biearts. Orer 
that is i loose jacket with dost sleeves. Round 
theu* waist they roll a loi^ piece of 81^(9 or doth, 
which, reaching to their feeV^i^ sometBaes traS- 
iiig on the ground, encircles them twice, and is 
then tucked in. When women of ccmdition go 
akHToad, they put on a silk sash, resrao^blii^ a lo^ 
shawl, which crosses their besom, imd is thsown 
oyer the shoulders, gracefully flowing on each sids. 
-The lowest class of females <^ten wear only a single 
garment, in the form of a sheet, which, wnqppefl 
round the body, and tucked in imder the arm, 
crosses their breasts, which it scarcely conceak, 
and descends to their ankles. Thus, when they 
'walk, the bottom of the cloth, where it OTedafilf 
is necessarily opened by the {mitrusion of the m, 
and displays to a^de view as lugfa as< the midw 
of the thigh. Such an exposure, in the opinion of 
an European, bears an indecent appearance, 4- 
though it excites no such idea in ^e people th^ 
selves. There is an idle and disgusting story li^ 
lated by some writers, respecting the origin of tUs 
fashion, whidi, being wholly unfounded, does 1^ 
t deserve i«petition. It has been the establishfi 
national mode of dress from time immemoriaL Aid 
every woman, when walking, must show grei|t part 
of her leg, as what may be called their petticoat Js 
always open in front, instead of being closed h^ 
seam. 

Women, in full dress, stain the palms of lAuii 
hands and their nuls of a red colour, for whiiji 
they lise a vegetable juice, and strew on their bo- 
soms powd^ of sandal wood, or of a bark called 
Sunoeka, with which some rub their faces. Both 
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teen tnd women tinge the edges of tbek eyelids 
ftnd their teetli with Uadc. This latter operation 
gives to their months a rery unseemly appearance 
in the eyes of aQ European, which is not diminish*- 
ed hy their being constantly fflled with beetle leaf. 
Men of rank wetar, in eommcm dress, a tight coat, 
with long sleeVes made of muidin, or of extremely 
fine nankeen, \i^ch is manufactored in the cdnn- 
Iry ; also a silk wrapper that encircles the waist* 
The working class are nsnally naked to the middle ; 
Intt in- the cold season, a mantle or vest of £uro^ 
pean broad cloth is highly prized. 
> The Birmans, in their features, bear a nearer re- 
semblance to the Chinese than to the natives of 
Hindostan. Hie women, e^cially in the north-* 
em part of the empire, are feirer than Hmdoo 
females, but not so delicately formed; they are, 
lR>weYer, well made, and in general inclineid to 
eorpnlence. Their hair is black, coarse, and long. 
Tfan men are not tall in stature, but active and 
athletic. They have a very yonf hfnl appearance, 
from tke custom ef plucking their beards instead 
oi using the rasEor. The^ tattoo their thighs and 
arms inio various ftntasti^ shapes and figures^ 
which they believe operate as a charm against the 
weapons of ^ir enemies. Neither the men not 
tile women are so cleanly in their persons as the 
HindcMOs of India, ianong whom diurnal ablution 
is a reli^ous as weU as a moral duty. Girls ane 
taught, at an early age, to tikm their arms in such 
a maimer as to make iJiem appear distorted. 
When the arm is extended the elbow is inverted, 
the inside of the jemt being protruded, and the 
external part ben&ig inwards. 
TOI«. II. «* 
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Marrisges flmong the Bimunef are mA CMitraet^. 
until the parties attain the age of puberty. Hm 
contract is purely crril, the ^sdesiastical jurisdky. 
don having nothing to do with it. The law pro^ 
hibits polygamy, and necogniaes batone wife, who 
ia denominated Mica; concubinage, ;lnswer«r, i^ 
admitted td an unlimited extent. A man may re^ 
pudiate his wife under particular ciicmnstaiiee% 
but the fooceiss is atttoded with a lieavy expense; 
Concubine^, liting in the same faoUse with ^e W 
gitimate Wife^ are, by law, obliged to perform. ^ie>^ 
nial services for bior ; and, when she goes abroad^ 
they attend her,' bearing her water^aggon, beetle? 
box, £eai, &c When a husband idies, his concord 
bines, if bound in servitude to him, become tbA 
property of the surviving widow,- unless he bMH 
have emancipated them by a'qiecific act pre^oi|9 
to his decease. When a young man is desirouB t0 
espouse a giri, his mother, or nearest female r€^ 
tion, first makes the proposal 'in private* . If thu 
suit be well received, a pmrty of Ins Mends piof 
ceed to ^e house of the parenis . of. the maid<n^ 
with whom they adjust the dotal p<«tion. On thd 
morning of the bridal day the Jnidegroom send^ 
to the lady three loongees, or lower gamieaftij 
three tubbecks, or sadies, and three pieces of wfaitt 
muslin ; such jewels, also ear-rings- and bracelel§j 
as his circumstances will admit. A feast is pr^ 
pared by the parents of ^e bride, aad foinaid 
writings are executed* The new-married coufij^ 
eat out of the same dish ; the bridegioom preseiiitt 
the bride with some Isepack, or pickled tea, wfaic^ 
she accepts, and retnrus tfaa eon^li^nent. . TW 
ends the ceremony, without^. any of that subset' 
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^^Bi iWt^ nod fesktoBee on ih^ pari oC fl^e voong 
ladyotid her female fwa^ wUh which the qim^ 
trimi demsels c^ipoee'tbe privUegee \>f an ard^t 
hfidegroom* 

, When a Bnan dies ialeMlU;^, thfee^lirths of hi« 
pro{^eiiy g^ to his childr^i bom in wedlodc» buf 
not in equal nropmrtiofis ;.iu^ qoe-fourth . to the 
,m^9Wi who 18 the gnardtan-both of the furoperty 
juid the d^ldren^ nqtil th^ }atter atl^ the 9ge ^ 
•inatttfitf . A Bimuin fmienl m solemnized with 
jDufch'feligioiiB pasadei aa^ r^l^nia} d^nonstratioi^ 
jof grief. Thecoq>ae is oatvied on a bi^c^ <^ men's 
.8h<Hilders ; the proceeiuen: ptoses ,sU)w]|y ; the re- 
^laiions ^1^ in monniingj .aod jrom^^^ hir^ f<^ 
ifae oocasiffia, precede the hf^t and chant a diiger 
jike an*. ThejBfra^ans bp<n:t^ek' dead, unk)s»^die 
40iBeased is a paiipei'^*-in which, case he is either 
^nried^ or cast into the riyer» as the .ceremony ff 
-homing is very expensive^ The bier . is placed on 
jiifunieral pile six or ei|^t k^ |ugfc« made of bilr 
hjfs of dried wood la^ across, with intervals to 
Kdmit « drcnkdon of air, and increase the flame. 
l%e Rhahaana walk ronnd the pile^ reciting 
pHiyera te Gaadma, until the ^e reaves the body, 
.w4eB the whoW is qniekly rednf^ to ashes*. Tho 
bo » eo are aflerwavds ga^red and deposited in. a 
^niFe^ Persons of h^ distipcsfcion^ such as th^ 
8ei!edaw, or chief eodesiastic of a province^ ^ 
Iklaywoony a Woongpee, or a n^epber of the rpyal 
Ataaiji are embalmed, and their, remains prefser^ed 
'ikt weeks mp^ months alter decease^ before thc^y 
ioe ^(wunittsd to the funend pile. During this 
"pmod the body. iaJaid in state in somcf l^^um q^ 

« See Marsden'ji Account of Sumatra, page 800. 
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tiHSf^om bailding; but at tlie oaplial It is ^k6ed% 
m saered aaleon, beaotifblty ornamented "with gfld- 
ing, and «cehiMv«ly appropriated to that piottspar- 
poee. I was told iJiat honey is the priBctpal ia* 
firedient made use ef to preserre the body from 
pit^ftwtum. 

Of the popoklloa <tf the Binnai dominions I 
covkl ealy fsm a conchiBion frDm the information 
I received of the nrnnbef of cities, towns, and 
viUages In lite empire. Hiese, I was assmred by 
apeison who m^g^beeifposedto know, andbidl 
BO motive for deoeiTmg me, «nocmt to eight ^m<^ 
sand, not mc^nding ^ recent ad<S^n of Airacaik 
If this be trae, which I hare no reason to donbt^ 
and we suppose each town, on im arerage^ to &mr 
tain tliree hnndred honses, and eadi house aix 
pefBons, the result will deters^ine the popnl6tlDn 
at fonrteen millions foor hnndred thonsand. Few 
cf ihe inhi^itants live in solitary hi^itatioiiS ; Mj 
-mostly fonn themsrives into smidi societies ; a;kid 
'their dwellings, thus ecUeoted, eompbse their RtiSta^ 
or Tillages: if, f^ken^eire, we reckon their nt^ 
ben, including Airacan, at seventeen millions, Ate 
calculaition may not be widely erroneons-'— i be- 
lieve it radier falls i^ort of, thai exceeds '^ trtiiSu 
After all, however, it is mere coijectnre, as I bate 
BO better data for my guidance than what I haVa 
rekted. . - . 

With rq^ard to the revenue of the Binnan state, 
I coi^Bss mysetf to be ^ntlloat the means of forM^ 
ii^ even a rough estimate of the amount. Ac- 
cording to the sacred law, in tlie chapter which 
treats of the duties of a monaid^ Dhasamedat^ 

* See Appendix. 



U ta^be ms^ted ^ the authorized ^e of tbe go- 
iYeanunent; and que tenth is the amount of. ihe 
JkixigB du^y <Hi all forf^iga goods imported into his 
,4ominio^^i The r^yjenue arising from, the cnstoma 
on imports, andirppi mtemal produee, is mostly 
.tfJienin lsiu4 'r f^ si^all part of whioh is converted 
;4l^«^Q^9 thbe rest is distributed^ as received* in 
,lfB|U:.<KC^ salsMies, , to tbe vanous dependants of the 
.eo^irt!* , i Prinzes of .the ^loQd, high officers of states 
JUi4 pJKtvjbcial gO¥en^9iB, leceive grants of pip- 
. .^ijap0$^ cities^: villages, ,^d farms^ to support meir 
dignity, md as a remttne]:atio^ of their services. 
The rents of these assignments they collect for 
their own benefit. M<mey, except on pressing 
, emergency, is never disbursed from the royal eof- 
£ers. To one maa the fees of an office are allot* 
ted ; to another a station where certain imposts 
are aoUected ; a third has land ; eabh in proportion 
to the importance of his re^ective .employment. 
By these donations, they are not only bound in 
their own personal saritude, but likewise in that 
of all their dependants ; they are called slaves of 
the king, and in ^nm their vassals are denominated 
slaves to them. The condition of these grants in- 
clude also services of war, as well as the duties of 
office. Thus the Birman government exhibits al- 
most a faithfrd picture of Europe in the darker 
ages, when, on the decline of the Roman empire, 
,tbe principles of feudal dependence were esta- 
blished by barbarians from the north. 

Althbi^i It seems difficult, and perhaps impos- 
sible, under such a system, to ascertain, in any 
standard currency, the amount of \he royal reve- 
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niie, 7«t the ridiet wMch the Burmaa monarch k 
said to possess are immense— « supposition that 
Qiay readily be admitted, when it is oonndered 
tiiat a yeiy small share of what ent^lB his exdie- 
qaer retmns into chmlatioii. The hoarding of 
money is a &voarite maxim of Oriental state po- 
licy. An Eastern potentate cannot be brough t to 
tx>mprehend that the diiwion of property among 
his subjects is a tmrer aonroe of wealdi to l^mself, 
and of secority to his ihrone, than the possessistt 
of Lydian treasures, lodced np in yanhs, and eon- 
eealed in secret recesses, oontmed by 
rice and foolish cmming. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^ILtTARY ESTABLISHMENT— INPAWTRY—CAS- 

SAT CAVALRY — ARTIFICERS WAR-tfOATS 

GUNPOWDER LONG KNOWN— WEAPONS — POOD 

— CLIMATE — SOIL — PRODUCE — MINERALS 

PRECIOUS STONES — COMMERCE CURRENCY 

* WEIGHTS — MEASURES CHARACTER OF 

THE NATIVES — NOT JEALOUS OF THEIR WO- 
MEN FEROCIOUS IN WAR BEGGARS UN- 

-KNOWN— ANIMALS — DIVISION OF TIME — MU- 

SIC^ LANGUAGE-^EXTENT OF THE EMPIRE-^ 

BIVERS. 

The Birmans may be' termed a nation of soldiers, 
every man in the kingdom being liable to be called 
vpon for his military services ; and war is deemed 
tiie most honourable occupation. The regular 
mKtary establishment of the Birmans is, neverthe- 
less, very inconsiderable ; not exceeding the num- 
bers of which the royal guard is composed, and 
«iich as are necessary to preserve the police of the 
capital. When an army is to be raised, a mandate 
issues from ^ golden palace, to all viceroys of 
provinces, and miougees of districts, requiring a 
certain mmiber of men to be at a general rendez- 
vous on an appointed day, under command some- 
times of the ticeroy himself, but oftener that of 
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an inferior officer. The le^ is pn^Mnrtioned to- 
the population of the province, or districty estima- 
ted from the numho' of registered houses tiiat it 
contains. The provincial court determines the 
bnrden which each house is to bear ; commonly 
every two, three^ or four houses, are to furnish, 
among them one recruit, or to pay 300 tackal 19 
money, about 40/L or 4f5L This recruit is 8up|>lied . 
with arms, ammunition, and, I believe, with a cerr . 
jain daily allowance of gimn from govemmcsi^; 
but is not entity to pay* The families of the^e 
.coiBBCcipts are cazefriUy retained iA the districs^ 
whidh they inhabit^ as hostages for the good, cfipr,; 
di|ct of their relation. In case of desertion or. 
treachery, the innocent wife, children, and parents, 
of the guilty persoui are drfgged to exe/Tutiou withr ■ 
out the least remorse or ]nty. Even cowardice mb^ . 
jects the fsunily of the delinquent to capital pun^k* 
moit. Thu barbarous law, which is n^oro^y^ 
enforced, must have a powerfrd effect in ^ecujoii^ 
the aUegiance of the tro<^ps, and of impelling tbep,. 
to vigorous exertion ; and it is, perhaps, tbe ^01^ 
sure mode of inciting to enterprises of dang^* 
men who are not actuated by any innate sense. c|« 
bonour, And who do not feel any national pri/de.. ^. 
Infantry and cavalry compose the regu]^ giuuxif , 
of the king. The fOTmer are armed with muskeg 
and sabres; the latter are provided with a sp^ar 1^ 
bout seven or eight feet long, which they nui^ag§ 
on horseback with gr^t dexterity, . seldom requir- 
ing or making .use of any other weapon. Tbue in^ 
fantry are not uniformly dothed.' | heard variolic 
accounts of their numbers ; 700 do constat diM^ 
within the precincts, and ait the sewcal gate^ fjf 
the palace. I think that, on the day of my/j^HJff 
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reteptfon, I saw about 2000, and haye no doulit 
tbM fin the troo^ in the city were paraded on t^al 
o^Hbssion. I was told that there were only 300 caval* 
ry in Ummerapoora, but that 2000 were scattered, 
in small detadimentd, throughout the neighbour* 
ing districts. All the troopers in the king's ser- 
vice are natiyes of Cassay, who are mudi better 
horsemen 6)an the Binnaiis. Mr Wood, who sa^ 
jBome of them at exerdse, informed me, tirnt ihey 
neariytesemhledthose whom he had netwidi in Av- 
■am. They rideHke ail Orientals, with short stir«> 
rttps and a loose r^n. Th^ sad^e^ is havd and 
li^> and two large circular flaps of stnmg leather 
Irang down cm eadi side, painted or gikled, accord^ 
ing to the quality of the rider, llieir dress is not 
Ulroecoming. They wear a tight coat, witli i^urts 
tmU^hing down to the middle of the llngli ; and 
on their head a turban of doth, rolled hard and 
pelted, which forms a lii§^ cone, that bends back^ 
ward in a graceful manner. Tlie horses of Ava 
are smaH, but rery hardy and active. Central y 
t^-tfie |H<actioe of other Eastern countries, they cas* 
triitfr t&eir horses, and are thus enabled to manii- 
tain them with little trocdile mad expense, and can 
also turn a number laose in a &M together, witii^ 
ihit any risk of ^leir injuring ob« another. HorMS 
xnfr frequently exported in timber ships bound for 
Madras, alid odior parts of the coast, p^ere they 
w» disposed of to considerate adfantage. 

The goyemm^it of Am is extremely attMrtdre 
to ^profidei in tones of peace, lor the conting^Kies 
tf war. The royal magazines, I was told, co^ld 
ftnmi^ 20,000 fir^ocks, which, if they resembled 
Ae specimens I saw, cannot be very forraidablej^ 
Thesehave been iipported, at different periods in- 
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to the country, by ships tradmg to Rangoilhi tH^S^ 
other parts of the empire, and are either of Freodl 
manufacture, or c(mdemned muskets from the En- 
glish araenak in India. The Birmans are very' 
fond of their arms, of which they take great cftrei' 
Their, gunsnntha^ who are all natives of Cassay» 
keep thnn in repair ; but they are in general so h^ 
as to be out of the. power of art to render thenf 
serviceable. I, saw a tolerably good fowling pieces 
which they said was entirely the 'work of a Cassay 
artificer. This, however, was allowed to be aa 
«straordinary effort of genius, Tbe person who' 
showed it me, presented me, at the same tiinej 
with a bamboo, which threw cmt a short spetf 
of iron by means of a spring* It was executed by 
tha maker of the-gun, and. seemed to be formica 
after a model of to English walking stick, itiik 
contained a concealed spike. The imitation ^ vihci^ 
much ingenuity, although the workmanship w^f 
coarse, and the iron badty polished. -^"^ 

By: far the most resectable part of the Birauitf 
military f oroe is their establishment of war-b^iltf 
Every town of note in the vicinity of the river,' W 
obigcd to furnish a certain number of men, and *"' 
or more boats, in proportion to the magnitude of 
place. I was informed, that the king can coinm: 
at a very 49hort notice, 500 of these vessels. 
are coaistructed out of the solid trunk of ^e 
tree, which is excavated partly by, fire and part)^ 
by cutting. The largest, are from eighty to 6rii 
hundred feet long,, hut the breadth seldom &Lcee& 
eight feet, and even this space is produced, by a^ 
tificially extending thei sides after the trunk baa hetm 
hollowed. . They carry from ^fty to sixty rowecs^ 
who use sbort oars that work on a spiadle. The 
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prow is 8elid» and has a flat surface, on wMch, wlien 
diey gQ to war, a piece of ordnance is mounted, 
a ax, a nine, or even a twelve pounder. The 
gtm-carriage is secured by lashings to strong bolts 
o^i each side, and swivels are fbequ^tly ^red on 
the curvature of the stem. 

Each rower is provided with a sword and a knee, 
whidi are placed by his side whilst he plies the 
oars. Besides the boatmen, there are usually 
thirty soldiers on board, who are armed with imm^ 
kets. Thus prepared, they go in fleets to meet 
{he foe, and, when in sight, draw up in a tine, 
presenting their prows to the enemy. Their at- 
tack is extremely impetuous ; they advance with 
great rapidity, and sing a war-song, at once to en- 
eourage their people, daunt their adversaries, and 
tfigfniate the strokes of their oars. They generally 
endeavour to grapple, and when that is effected, 
ihe^ action becomes very severe, as these people 
are endued with great courage, strength, and ac^ 
tivjty. In times of peace, they are fond of exer- 
^|ung in liieir boats, and I have often been enter* 
tuned with the dexterity diey display in the 
management of them. The vessels being low in 
the water, their greatest danger is that of being 
nm down by a larger boat stirikii^ on their broad- 
^de— "^ misfortune which the steersman is taught 
to dread, and to avoid above all others. It is 
surprning to see the feciHty with which they steer, 
find elude each other in their mock combats. The 
rowers are i^ practised to- row backwards, and 
impel the vesse) with the stem foremost. This is 
the mode of retreat, by means of which the ar- 
tillery still bears upon their opponent. The largest 
iff the war-boats do not draw more than three feet 
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water. Wlien a person of rank is on Inbard^ thete 
h a sort of moving tilt or canopy, fi^ his particnlar 
accommodation, placed sometimes in the ceiyre^ 
and sometimes on the prow. The sides of the 
boat are^ilher gilt as far as ^e water^ edge, .or 
plain, according to the rank of the person it carries. 
Gilded boats are, only permitted to princes of the 
blood, or to persons holding the bluest 8tati(Mi% 
vtuk as a Maywoon of a province^ and a^ minister 
of state. 

It is by no means improbable, that the use of 
gmipowder was well known in India before itsjef* 
fects were discovered in the west ; yet there ia «pt 
any reason to believe, that the natives of Avaaj^Iied 
it to the pnrpose of musketry, till Europeans in- 
Btructed them in the art. According to Imtian 
accounts, cannon were fabricated in the East long 
before the era of European conquest. Their ar- 
tillery, however, was not capable of being tnam 
ported wrth fiEudlity, or at all used in the. . Held 
They were made of iron bars beaten into a cylin- 
drical form, rudely put together, but of j^ff^at 
strength, and enormous weight, from wluch, wben 
raised on a rampart or tower, they threw huge 
atones to annoy the enemy. The musket ytm 
first introduced into the Pegue and . Ava countries 
by the Poirtugnese, and is an implement of war 
which the inhabitants unwisely prefer to their. .4>wn 
native weapons, the spear and aabre-~a par* 
tiality that is« highly prejudicial to themselves,^ fior 
nothing can be less formidable than such fire-amis 
aiT they possess, or have the meana of procuring. 
The proper indigenous weapons of the country, are 
the spear, the javelin, which is thrown from the 
iwndy the cro8s-*boW; and the sabre* The latter is 
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Med bf ^ IBinnanB not only as an imfdement of 
war, biit is iikcfwise applied to Tariotts purp^»eB^as 
an Ipstmrnent of manual labour. With tliis the 
peasant fells trees, shapes timbers, cnts bamboos^ 
or defends himself against an enemy and wild 
beasts. He nerer trarek withon^ it, and generally, 
when on a journey, carries a shield on his left arm« 
They encumber themselves ^th less baggage than 
periuq^ any other people ; and are satbfied with 
a scanty portion of the hardest fiire. 

Ih ^eirfood, the'Bknans, compared with the 
Indnnr, are gross and undeanly. Although theif^ 
nligmi forbids the slaughter of animals in general, 
yet tiny apply the interdiction only to tho^e that 
Am domesticated. AH game is eagerly sought 
Bh&ty and in many places it is publicly sold. Rep-* 
HSkm also, such as lizards, guanas, and snakes^ 
ooRstitiite a part of ihe subsistence of the lowet 
Hasaes. During our royage up the rirer, the 
boitaien, aftto we had brongfat to, usOd frequent* 
]y to himt for camelibns and lizards among tho 
tiiidcet^ They are extremely fond of Teget»bleS4 
At those placeis whnre garden greens were not t6 
be procured, they gatiiered wild sorrel, and some* 
times substituted the tender leaTes of trees. These, 
boilkl Tfilii rice, and moistened with a little oil, 
cr seasoned with nmpee, or pickled sprat, com-^ 
poae a ikieal tnth which a Birman peasant or boat' 
inin is teisfied. The higher ranks, however, live 
with nlore delicacy, although their fiire is never 
very sumptuous* 

The dimafer of every part of the Birman em^ 
pire which I hav9 visited, bore testimony to its 
salubrity, by the best possible criterion, the ap- 

VOL. n. » 
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pearanoe «&d Wgovr of'tfae natnres. Tbe aaaMte 

ace reffolar, aad tke extremes of heat and cold ara 

aeldom expmenced ;. at least, the dmaaioB of.thot 

intense heat idiich immediately precedes the camr 

mencement of the ramy 8eas<m is so. short, that ^ 

incommodes but f<nr a rery little time. Dnrmg 

our residoice in the country, we lost only otte 

man by disease.* Another* met an acddentii 

death ; in wandering through the woods he became 

the prey of a tiger. 

' THt soil of '^ aoui^Mm provinces of die Bir- 

wan empire is remarkably fertile, and produces as 

iuaiuriant crops of rice as are to be found in the 

finest parts of BengaL Farther northward the 

country becomes irvq^ular and mmmtainous; but 

the plfuns and valleys, partieulariy near 1^ rmtv 

aia exceedingly fruitful. They yield good wfaai^ 

and the various kinds of small grain which groit 

in Hiadostan ; as likewise legumes, and most 4i 

the eponlent vegetables of India.. Sugar. €aneim 

tabaceo of a superior quality^ indigo, cottoA, ami 

the ^jOSsrent tropical fruits, m perfeetion» ar<eNstt 

Ibdigenoaa prochicts i^ ibis ftivonred land. 

• Besides the teak tree, whidi grows in many 

parts of the Birman empire, as well to the nevth 

qf Ummerapoora, as in the southern country, there 

is idmost every description of timber that is known 

ia India. Dr Budianan, in one of hie afttemooa 

excursions, perceived a large log of fir, which, his 

attendant inJbrmed; him> had been wa^ed down 

by the torrents from a mountainous part of the 

countryyr four diys journey novthward of the capi* 

tal, where it grows in abundance; and vf consider^ 

*■ • - . • - ■ < * 

* This unfortunate ma^ belonged to the Sefihora^ 



«bte'aH%nitiid6w Hie mtiTea edl k T«byo. Tli«y 
«xtiiBct the ttttpentme, wbidi tbey t«m to use^ iM 
«0Adder the wood of little yalue^ on account of ke 
fleiftiieBs. If they eoidd be prerailed ^pon to 
IranspoEt it to Rangoeo, it migiil prove a bene- 
"ittM mtttaiBl to l£e naFigation of India. .Top* 
faHatit masts sad yards maxte of teak are ^oi^fat 
$o be too beery. European and American spars are 
«iMn botight lor these pwposea at a ^ery ex<M^ 
tant price-«-an inconirenience whieh the fbr of Amt, 
M ooniwjred to tin market^ would probably obviate, 
i < Ilie kingdom of Ava siMnutds in mmen^ 
Six days' journey from Bamoo, near the fvontiers 
«f Cbiaa^ iheie are- mines of gM and sttrsr, called 
fiadoi^m. Therawr^sisoiitinasofgold^siWer^riiyes^ 
aadsaiif^ifeB at pT ia e» tiycn4m a monntaan near the 
U s en duem, Woobotootaan ; bnt the most Tokmblet, 
SBd those which prodnce Ae finest jewels, aore im 
Ihe Tieinsty of the capital, nearly oj^NMike to 
Hiseimi'^iieoam. Pre^oui stmies are fonodf* in 
Wfienil other parla of dw empire. The isfemr 
Minends, such as 'contain iron, tisi, leady antimony, 
arsemc, sulphmr, %tc. are met wil^ in gnat abtui^ 
iteee. Amb^, ei a consistiince omimdly pure 
fksA pellucid, is dug up in laige quantities neur the 
fiver. Gtold, likewise, is (Mscoveced in theaandy 
beds of streams nHneh descend froln the mountains 
Between ihe Keenduem and the Irrawaddy, to 
the northward, there is a small river called Shoe 
lien Kionp, or the Stream- of Gvolden Sand. 
**'^ Diamonds and emeralds are not produced in any 
part of the Avaempire; but it a&mis aaM^ysta^ 
gameta^ vety beautifol chrysolites, .jasper, load^ 
stone, and marble*; The quarries of the latter are 
only a few unles from Ummeiapeora. It is equal 
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in qnalkf to tlie ^noet msMe of Itaty, and tdmHn* 
«f a pf^h ^at rondeiss it jtoopl' tnmdparenb 
Blocks of any suse liiat it is possible to tnbspdrf 
ndigfat be j^rocnred^ bat libe sije is prolibited ; iiof 
is it Ulo^ml to be earned away w^out a speciil 
order. Images of Craudma being <^iefly composed 
of this matenal, it is o» that accouai bdd saered^ 
Birmans may not puidiase ^e maible m' miun; 
but are suffered toad isideed encouraged to bttqr 
Inures of the deity ready made. ExportstioD ei 
ilieir gods out of the kingdcmi is ^lictly foribiddeBi 
Thfe city of Chagain k the prindpd mani^AoUffy of 
diese marble dirinities. • 

.' An extensive trade is earned on bistween the 
capital of the Bihnan dondnMMis mtd Yanaa ia 
China. Ihe principal artide of export ftom Ava 
is cotton, of whidi I was informed there m tw# 
kinds, one of a inwwn eolonr, of %liidi nKakatm 
ore made^ the othm^ white, IHce the ootton of in^afe 
iidfti not see any of the finrmer^ This eoramod^ 
is transported np the. Irrawsddy m large boats, -an- 
fmr m Bamoo, where it is bartmd at Ihe eommon 
joe hr mart, with C^nese m«H:liant% and 4^oa«rey% 
odby the latter, partly by land, a^ partly b^ 
water, into tile Chmeee dominions* Amber, irory^ 
preciom stones, beetle nnt, and die edible neels 
hronght from ihe eastern airliipelago, are ideo' 
article of'ifommerce. In return, the Btrmans pto* 
eafe rsuii^ and wrought silks^ velvets, gold ieafV 
present p«p&r, and »ome ut^uils of hardware.' -\ 
The commerce between the capital and tlio 
southern- parts of the empire is fiwdlftated by ^kif 
noble river that waters the comitry. Its piinci p rt 
objects are the necessaries of lile. Several iLmh» 
sand boats are amutaDy^einpioyed in tnmsportii^ 
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me froBa t&e Imrer pfoviaces, to viqpfly UmBfre^ 
poora> and the nor^bern districts. Salt and piapee 
may tikewise be reckoned under the same head. 
Articles of £dreign imp<n1»tion are mostly convey'*' 
ednp ^e Irrawaddy; a few are introduced by 
way (^ Arraeaa, and carried over- the mountains 
(m the heads of coolies, or labourers. Etiropean 
hsoadclothy 6 small quantity of hardware, coarse 
Bengal muslins, Cossenbuear silk handkerchiefs^ 
ChiBA ware, which will not admit of land carriage 
and glass, are ike. principal commodities. Cocoa 
imts alsofibreoglit from the Nicobar Islands, where 
they are of uncommon excellence, are looked up** 
on as a delicacy, and bear a high price. Mer- 
chants carry down silver, lac, .precious stones, and 
some other articles to no great amount. A coa- 
stjbrable sum of money is annually laid, out at the 
eapital in the purchase -of marble statues of Giaud* 
na, wfakh are all fabricated in the; district of Cha- 
9Ba, <^posite Awa-hanag, or ancimt Ava. They 
imt not permitted to be macb*at any other place. . 
The Birmaas, like the Chinese, have no coin. 
I^ver in bulUflsi, and lead, are the current monies 
ef the country ; weight and purity are, of: course, 
the standard of value, and in the ascertainment ojf 
both the natives are exceedmgly 8cnq)ttlous and 
ei^rt. What foreignerB call a tackal, properly 
kiat, is the most general piece of silver in circulation ; 
it weighs ten pennyweights ten grains and three- 
fourths. Its subdivisions are, the tubbee, two of 
i^ch make one moo ; two moo one math ; four 
math one tackal^ and one hundred 4ackal compose 
one viss. Money acales and weights are all fa- 
bricated at the ci^ital, where they- are stamped 

f2 
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the use of any otiwra is {N-oiuliited. 

Rice is sold by a mesfflire called Tayndsiu^^ «t 
Imskat 'r ^ wei^ is alsteeii vissy about 6tjmiL 
pounds. There are msmy sabdMrisions of asea^ 
siurmnent. The average price of rioe at the capi^ 
tel is one tackal, radber more tjtsnbailf'e^icrowny for 
a basket and a half. At Rau^omi and MartAtt» 
one tackal will purcbase four or five baskets. 

The bankers, called by foreigners PyuMnij are 
likewise woikers in silver, and assayees of inetak 
Tliis is a class of people very nwaatmm^ and in« 
^yspensably necessary, as no stranger can undei» 
lake either to pay or rec^ve money withoat hsr^ 
tng it first examined. EveVy merdiant has a bmk- 
or of this description, wi^ whcmi be lodges aM 
Ins cash, and who, for receivaig and psying^ j^eto 
an -established commission of one per e^^; ia 
consideration of which, hk is xesponnble far ^ 
igaality of what goes tlnoni^ his bands } anfll m. 
no^instanoe did I o«er bear of a breach of tmst 
4:onmiitted by one of these banken. Hie ijpnft* 
•tity of alloy varies in the diver current in diflferenl 
parts of the em^ie. At Rangoon it is adults* 
taled tw^ity<«fi^ per cent.; ait Urnmerapooia, 
pure, or wfMHb is called flowered mlver, is oMSt 
common. In ^is ktter all royal dues ane paid. 
1^ several inodifications are as folk^ws ; ^ < 

Romn, or pure nlver. 

Roimika, 5 per cent, of alloy. 

Rounizee, 10 per cent. ^ 

Rouassee, 20 per cent. 

Moowadzoo, 25 per cent. 

Woombo, 80 p«r cent. 
Any person may have his silver either pUriflcRi 
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«r dbpMCtttod ta whMwi^^ standard be dieosM^ 
The nearast silTerBiqitiiL will h» f^sA to pedbrm tb9 
wmky free from charge foe hia labour, as the 
farioger b^ ik» opeiatieii must lose a triEe,. which 
tbe «rt«st giuas. The amall qaaptity of metal tha^ 
adhtf^ tothe.cmeiUe is his profit. I was ict-r 
imaaitdf llutt-^ sHveramith caa sdl these ^nici* 
hies afterwards to r^iiers for, forty tackftlB a thou^ 
aoad, and that an ade^piate gaia accmes to the 
fvnivliaser from the meta) ejLtiacted frcwi the pot 
lifter it is hrohm* 

The Birman measures of length are, the Pm^ 
giuit, or inch, ei^teen of which compose th^ 
Tiamy or icubit. 

The SmuMiMiig* or riayid cahiti ^ ^efoal to twes^ 
$f'imo iaches. . 

The Dba9 or Bamboo, which ccmsists of seven 
sroyal eabits ; 1000 dha ma^ me Birman leagii% 
^tf? Diafiy nearly ^qpai ^ two British miles, ai^d 
4W0 frirloDips. T}ie lengiie is a)sp subdivided inttp 
jtea^, n^ Bknmns koep their accounts in d^ 
irinith, fiteir Ihe manner of the Chinese. 
. * It Im already he«en noticed, that the general 
ilispoutioa of thc) Binnqns is strilp^gly contrasted 
iii& tba^of the natives of India, frvun whom th^ 
are sepan^ed only by a narrow range of moun- 
ftuae, in mwy plac06 admitting of an easy inter- 
cenrBe. NotwHhstanding the sm^ll extent of this 
barrier, the i^ysic^l difference between the na- 
tions eo«ld acarcvUf be greats, had they been si- 
tuated at th^ opposite extremities of tbe, globe* 
The Krmans ar« it Jively, inquisitive race, active, 

* Tliis cubit varies sccording to th^ will of the lao- 
,ndrch. 
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irwcibie, tmd ^patient. The cbaraeter-af tlM^ 
Bengal neighbours is too well known as the re* 
terse, to need any delineation. Hie 'nnwortl^ 
passion (^jealousy, which prompts most nations >o£ 
the East to immure their women within the w^Sk 
of an haram, and surround them with |^uard% 
iM^ems to have scarcely any influence oyer t^ 
minds of this extmordinary and nM>re tiba»l peo- 
ple. Birman wives and danght^« are not couk 
cealed from the sight of m«D> and are suffored to 
have as free intercourse witJi eadi other 'as tlM 
l-oles of European society admit* But, in other 
respects, women have just reason to complam of 
their tr^tment. They are c^msidered as not be- 
lengmg to the same scale <^'^ie ctfea^om aa men, 
and even the law stamps a degrading distmctluL 
between liie sexes. The evidence of a wohmhi is 
not received as of equal weight with t^bat of ^a 
man; and a woman is not su^^d to asc^ui dbi 
steps of a court of justice, but is obtiged>to<delb' 
*ver her testimony on the outside of the rooL • 31m 
custom of selling their women to Strang^, wfaksli 
has before been adverted to, is confbed to tlia 
lowest classes of society^ and is per)iap6 eHemtr 
liie consequence of heavy pecuniary embamKa* 
ment, than an act of inclination. It is not, how^- 
ever, considered as shameful, nor is the fmnak 
dishonoured. Partly, perhaps, from this eaaaa, 
and partly from then' habits of education, tvomen 
surrender themselves the victims of thn barb^ffovs 
custom with apparent resignatioiu It is also ma4i 
that diey are very seldom unfaithftil to their l(»^§ft 
masters ; indeed they are often essentially tiseiu^ 
particularly to those who trade; by keying their 
accounts arid towisacting thdr business. But when 
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A IhAii 4ipai<tHvon Iki covMiy , he ii aol 6t^fer*d 
tomnf hk tempcnmy wife ahamg innk him. ' Oi^ 
thsl'pcmittlie law ie CBUBediiigly rigoRNiB. Ev^ry 
ulrip, before shs receires liar ckantoee, 'ii^^dilU 
gitti^ Msnehed by die officers of the cttstom* 
Jiovee. Brett ii tbeiv vigilance were to be elndBdi 
^bm woman wkmiU be ^foickly missed, aad it wovUL 
be^oandieeoTeieil in wfaait Teasel she bad gone; 
srar eould tbat sbi|^ ever Tetam to B' Birman port 
but mider penalty of confiscation of the property^ 
mad the infliction of a heavy tfine and imprison- 
JHent on tbe master. Female QhUdren alsoi boi^ 
4if a Bjrman moUier, are not suffesed to be taken 
sway. Men are- permitted to emigrate ; bnt they 
think tkat,^ expaitrtation of women would imf 
pererisb the state^ by diminishing the soarces of 
Ha papidation. 

- '^ Otte vice is nsnaOy the parent of ano<lier. Th^ 
PWrnansj being ei^mpt^om that of, jetdotisy) do 
iHii«eeort to ^e diabofioal {nacticeiof emasealatt 
mg mala ehUdvea^ to edacate- iAum as spiaa over 
liietr womui. Chastttyv they know, is mor^ ^ely 
gvarded by priadples of honour and attachment 
than by moats or easlles^ When Arraean was 
coaqnered by the Bmnans, -several eunuchs. were 
wamim prisoners, belonging to the prince of the 
ownrtry, who had ad<^^ that degenerate custom 
of Mahomedan growth. These people are maintain<* 
Oil by the Birman monan^ rather as memoiials of 
Imo conquest, than for any services they are require 
eA to perform. Infiddityis not a characteristic of 
Birman wives. In goma^ they have too much 
cnaployment to leate leisure for the corruption of 
tliBir mindsi ' A woman of the Ughest i^ank sd« 
4am aits in idleaeas at home^ ; Her female serx 
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VMtts, lilB6 llHwe of GredMi Amies of fta ii qfci y, 
ply ' the wtoiis bbem <tf the loom/ -wii^ w 
mislreM BaperintendB and clureclt their inditflitty; 
On^lJie oteenBion of the formal viiit to ^ moHtir 
of the present Qaeen, we ohseiired in one of tlie 
galler^s of her palace, three or four lo<mis at woilij 
wrought hy the damsels of her household. Wiiar- 
ing is chiefly a female occupation. Most IKrmtdi 
families make aU the cotton and silk cloth lluict is 
required for their domestic consumption. *- ' 

The Birmans, in sonra points of their disposi- 
tion, display the ferocity of harharians, and 'bx o- 
thers, all the humanity and tenderness of a poHfll^ 
ed life. Hiey inflict the most savage vengeaH^H 
on their enemies. As invaders, desolation marfik 
their tract, fdr they spare neither sex noi^ i^ 
But at home they assume a different diaracti^ 
There they manifest benevolence, by extending idd 
to the infirm, the aged, and the sic^ Filial piety 
is inculcated as a sacred precept, and its duties are 
religiously observed. A common, beggar is no- 
"where to be seen. Every individual is certain of 
receiving sustenance, winch, if he cannot procure 
it byhis^own labour, is provided for him by o- 
tiiem. 

During the several excursions which we made 
into the country, we did not perceive any of the 
feathered tribe that were peculiar to this part of 
the world, or that were not to be met with in Indllii 
the ornithology of which is already well knowttl 
The Henza, the symbol of the Birman nation, ii& 
the eagle was of the Roman empire, is a specie «l 
wild fowl, called in India the Brammy goose ; b«b 
the natives of Ava do liot deify the bird. Of th6 
beasts of Ava, the only one that I saw, wi^ wlddt* 
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I/fT^ Uj W^a i nte d, was the iclmeiunoti, or the vnt 
oi Pbaittoh, called by the zuuives Ounban. It is^ 
%, aiogiilar circninstance, t hat there should not be 

such au animal «""""» Jff'!^' ^" ^"P ^Tnrrrrrrtwi.ai .^a 

CQDsidenng that they are so numerous in the ad- 
joining country. Pegue abounds in elephants ^ for 
tJiQffgjb they are to be met with in other parts, a( 
ike empire, that seems to be their fi^vouijt^ abode*. 
One of his Birman majesty s titles is, Lord, of. the^ 
White Elephant' and of i^ the Elephants in tho. 

The Birmaofl divide their time as foUows ; 
The space in which the |»ger can be raised aad 
^pressed is called charazi. Ten chanun. inak% 
one piaan ; six piaan one bizana (about i^ ipii^ute),^ 
The day, of twenty-four hours, commencing at 
Qoon> is divided- into eight portions, or yettee, of 
three hours each, thus denominated. 

Moon Ye|ttee, or noon, ^ 

Loung Yettee, 3 P, M, - 

Lay Yettee, 6 P. M, - : 

Gneah Yettee, d P. M. ' 

Gneah Gnek Yettee, midnight. 

Goeab Laghee Loung Yettee, 3 in the 
morning. 

Mioh Lmg Yettee, 6 A. M. 

Gneah Tek Yettee, 9 A. M. 
Th^ divisions of time are ascertained by a ma-« 
chine resembling the hourglass, and sometimes by 
a perforated pan placed in a tub of water. They 
are announced by a stroke on an oblong drum, 
which is always kept near the dwelling of th^ 
chief migistrate of the city, town, or village. 1% 
]^ coQunonly raised on a high bamboo stage, with 
1^ roof of JpMB to potect it from the w^auier« 
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The edifice at Ae «iy«l palace tor ^ rseo^Aftf 
of tins instmiiiettt is of masonrf , luid rety loKf , 
tr^ce the aou nd ifl ga id to be distinctly convlsyfed 
-t^ ma»^ «uuiuiusi; ejiiienies of the oty* 

The Bimaaii year is c^yided into twelre months, 
whidi, strictly speaking, cannot be called synodi- 
0al, although tl^ey comprehend ihe same number 
of days. A revolntion of the moon, in paask^ 
from one conjunction with ^bt snn to another, is 
p^ormed in 29 days 12 hours and 44 minutes ; 
but the Binnan hmadons consist of 29 and 30 
days, akemate, which canses a difierence between 
•ilbe Newtonian and J^rman lunar account of B 
horns' and 48 ndnutes. The Binnan m^iths are 
M f oHow 8 

Bays. 



xagoo oonsaipB • 
Kayoung. 


SO 


May Young 


29 


Wazoo - ^ - 


SO 


Wagoung ^ 


29 


Toozelien 


SO 


Sandaing Onite 


V 29 


Tazoung Moang 


^ . .SO 


Gnadoh - *. 


29 


Peeazoo - 


SO 


Taboodway 


S9 


Taboung 


SO 



S54 

In order to complete a solar rei^ntion, th^ 
intercalate in every third year a month of 80 days, 
which is called Toodea Waeoo. In this thnd 
y*ar ^ months of Tagoo and Nay Young have 
each 30 days instead of 29. They likewise si^' 
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pr^ss or pass over a day, which, if reckoned, would 
^iliier he the 31st Tahoung or the Ist of Tagoo. 
By these means, the numher of days in the three 
solar years is thus computed. 

Day* 
Three limar years, of 354 dayis each 1062 

Intercalary month in the third year 30 

Two intercalary days in Tagoo and Nay 

Young ". ^ * - 2 

Suppressed, or passed over at the end of 
the year - • . 1 



1095 
This computation corresponds, mthe numher of 
days, with three years. Every fourth year, how- 
ever, will occasion the difference of a day on ac- 
count of our bissextile or leap year. Of this_ the 
Birmans are fully sensible, as well as of many o- 
ther defects in their manner of reckoning. • To 
remedy the confusion likely to ensue from such 
erroneous calculations, their style or mode has fre- 
quently been altered by arbitrary authority. His 
present Birman majesty, however, is so desiroua 
to ascertain and estabUsh, by accurate tables, a 
permanent and unvarying measurement of time, 
that he made an application to the late Governor- 
general of India to send to his capital a Bramin 
well ve^rsed in astronomy, to assist the deliberations 
of his coundl of professors, among whom his ma- 
jesty always presides in person ; and he is said to 
be no inconsiderably proficient in the science of 
astronomy. *" 

The manner in which the Birman month is sub- 
divided, I imagine, is peculiar to their natwrn. In- 
VOL. II. Q ,3 
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ttead of reckoning the days progressively from the 
commencement to the close of the month, they ad- 
Tance no farther than the fiill moon, from which 
they recede' by retrogressire enumeration imtil the 
month is finished. . 

Thus, the new moon is called 

Liahzan terrait gnay, or first day of the in- 
creasing moon. 
Lehzan gnerait gnay, second day, &c 
Lahzan lonngndt gnay, third day, &c - 
Lahzan layrait gnay, fourth day, &c. 
Lahzan narait gnay, fifth day, 8cc. 
Lahzietn Jdonkrait gnay, sixth day, ^cc 
Lahzan koonrait gnay, seventh day, &c. 
Lahzan sheaseddainrait gnay, eighth day; &c 
Lahzan karait gnay, ninth day, &c 
Lahzan sayrait gnay, tenth day, &c. 
Lahzan say-terrait gnay, eleventh day, ^c 
Li^zan say-gnerrait gnay, twelfth day, &c. 
Lahzan say somigrait gnay, thirteenth day, &c. 
Lahzan tassay sayrait gnay, fomteenth day, &c. 
Lah bee, fifteenth day, &c. 
Lah bee-goo terrait gnay, or the first day o€ 
the decreasing moon. 
The seventeenth, eighteenth, &c. correspond 
with the second and third of the increasing moon, 
snbstitatmg Lah Bee-goo for Lahzan. The last 
day of the month, whether of twenty-nine or 
thirty days, is called Lah gnay. 

The Birman month is divided into four weeks 
of seven days each. The days are distinguished 
oy the following names. 

Tamaing nuaye, Sunday, the first day of the 

Birman week. 
Talain lah, . Monday. 



EMBASSY TO AVA. ^ 7|^ 

Aing gah, . Tuesday. 

£oodt-hoo, . Wednesday. , 

Keah-subbeday, Thursday. 

Zoup keah> . Friday. 

Sunnay, . . Saturday. 
The eighth day of the increasing moon, the 
fifteenth or full moon, the eighth of the decreasing 
moon, and the last day of the moon, are religi- 
ously observed* by Birmans as sacred festivals. 
On these hebdomanal holidays no public business 
is transacted in the Rhoom ; mercantile dealings 
are suspended ; handicraft is forbidden ; and the 
strictly pious take no sustenance between the rising 
and the setting of the sun ; but this latter instance 
of self-denial is not very common, and, as I im- 
derstood, is rarely practised, except in the metro- 
polis, where the appearance of sanctity is some- 
times assumed as a ladder by which the crafty 
attempt td dimb to promotion. The sovereign 
himself is a great favourer of the aust^ties of the 
JBirman religion ; and his chief minister, or Woon- 
gee, has for many years on a Birman sabbath ab- 
stained from food so long as the sun continues 
above the horizon. 

The Birmans are extremely fond both of poetry 
and music; they call the former Yeddoo. Whe^ 
repeated by a scholar, it flows soft and measured 
to the ear. It is sometimes in successive, and often 
in alternate rhimes. A line is called Tageoung ; 
a stanza, Tubbouk. They have epic as well as 
religious poems of high celebrity ; and they are 
fond of reciting in heroic numbers the e^iqploits of 
their kings and generals. I was informed, that 
the prowess of Alompra is recorded in vierses pot 
unworthy of a monarch. 
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Music, is a science wliich is held in considerable 
estimation throughout the Birman empire, and is 
cultivated at the present day more generaUy than 
in India, notwithstanding it is there termed, as by 
the ancient Greeks, the language of the gods* 
llie royal library of Ummerapoora is said to con- 
tain many valuable treatises on the art. Some ol 
the professional musicians display considerable sldU 
and execution^ and the softer airs are pleasing 
even to an ear unaccustomed to such melody. 
The principal instruments are a Soum, or harp, 
made of light wood, hollowed and vamiidied, in 
shape somewhat like a canoe with a deck. At 
the extremity a piece of hard wood is neatly fast- 
ened, which tapers to the end, and rising curves 
' over the body of the harp. From this curvature 
the strings, usually made of wire, are extended 
to a bridge on the belly of the instrument. There 
aire two soimding holes, one on each side of the 
bridge. The size of the Soum varies from two 
to five feet in length. 

The Tur resembles our violin ; it has only three 
strings, and is played on with a bow. I at first 
imagined it had ' been of European introduction, 
imd brought to Pegue by the Portugueze ; but I 
was assured it was an original instrument of the 
country. 

The Pullaway, is a common flagelet. 

The Kyezoup, is a collection of cymbals, which 
93te suspended in a bamboo frame. These cym- 
bals, varying in size, produce modulated grada- 
tions of sounds. There were eighteen in the Kye- 
zoup that I saw. 

The Pfttola^ or guitar, is a curious instrument. 
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It is the exact fonn of a crocodile in miiuatiire ; 
the body of which is hollow, with sounding holes 
on the back. Three strings of wire extend from 
the , shoulder to the tail, and are supported on 
bridges at each extremity. The strings are tuned 
by means of pegs in the tail, to which they are 
feistened. It is played on by the finger, and is 
generally used to accompany the voice. 

The Boundaw is a collection of drums, oblong 
in form, and varying in size, which are suspended 
perpendicularly in a wooden frame by leather 
thongs. The whole machine is about five feet in 
diameter, and four feet high. The peiifcnrmer 
stands in the centre, and bests on the dru^ns with 
a small stick. This instrument is always intro- 
duced when there is a full band, and is much used 
in processions, being carried by two men, whilst 
the performer shuffles along in the inside, playing 
as he goes. 

The Heem is the pipe of Pan, formed of sever 
ral reeds neat)y joined together, and soimded by a 
common mouth-piece. When played with skill, it 
produces a very plaintive melody. 

These are the principal instruments of music 
in use among the Birm^ns. Dr Buchanan pur- 
chased a complete concert set for fifty-four tackal, 
which is about five or six guineas. Melody has 
charms for all mankind. Among the boatmen that 
rowed my barge, I doubt whether there was one 
who did not possess an instrument of some sort. 
He who could procure no better, had what we call 
a Jew's harp, with which he delighted to beguile' 
half an hour of a cool evening, after a day of hard 
labour under a burning sun. 
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Of the ancient Pallis,* whose language cotisti- 
tntes at the present day the saered text of Ava» 
Pegue, and Siam, as well as of several other conn* 
ttien eastward of the Ganges ; and of their migra^ 
tion from India to the inaAa of the Cali, the ^S 
of Ethiopia, we have hut very imperfect informa* 
tion. As a nation, they have l<m^ ago ceased to 
exist. They are said to have possessed, in former 
times, a dominion stretching from the Indus as 
far as Siam, and to have heen conquered by the 
Rajaputras, who changed the name of their coun- 
$rv from Palisthan to Bsjaputra. In the old books 
of the Hindoos they are called Paliputras, and it 
may, I think, be concluded that they were the Pa- 
libothri of the ancients. 

it has been the Opini<Hi of s<»ne of the most en- 
lightened writers f on the languages of the £ast> 
that the Pali, the saa*ed language of the priests of 
Boodh, is nearly allied to the Shanscrit o€ the Bra* 
mins; and there certainly is much of tibat holy 

* In Captain Wilford's elaborate and learned Dissert^ 
tSon on Egypt and the Nile, from the ancient books of tte 
Hindoos, there is the following passage : 

* The history of the PaUis cannot fail to be interesting 
f especially as it will be found much c^oanected with (haf 

< of Europe ; and I hope sdon to be supplied with mate- 

* rials for a full account of them. Even their miselvbfo 

* remains in India must excite compassion, when we con* 

* sider how great they once were, and from what height 
^ they fell, through the intolerant zeal and superstition of 
^ their neighbours, ^eir features are peculiar, and th^r 
f language dififerent, but perhaps not radically, from dial 

< of the other Hindoos, Their villages are still calked 

* PallL'— ^ila^ Besedrck. Vol. JJI, 

f Captain Wilford on Egypt and the Nile.— -Loubere's 
Account of Siam.— Chambers on the ^uiQS of MavaU- 
puram.— -rf«/a*. Research, Vol, L 
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idiom en^affced on the ynlgar language of Ava, 
by the introduction of the Hmdoo religion. The 
character in common use throughout Ava and 
Pegue is a round Nagari, derived from the square 
Pali, or religious text. It is formed of circles and 
aegnnrnts of circles, variously disposed and com- 
bined ; whilst the Pali, whidh is solely applied to 
l3ie purposes of religion, is a square letter, chiefly 
consisting of right angles. 

The Birman language contains thirty-three sim- 
ple sounds, to represent which, their alphabet, 
cimimonly called Kagye Kague; consists of an 
equal number of distinct dbaracters, exclusive of 
various maria andf conlractfons, that supply the 
place of' long and short vowels, diphthongs, &c. 
Hiese are explained and enumerated in separate 
series, in the Birman Spellmg^book, entitled, Kayn- 
boun^e, in which every possible combination is 
given and exemplified. 

It should be observed Jbere, that there is no re- 
presentation of the vowel corresponding with our. 
ahoit ay as from the frequent occurrence of that 
Bound in the middle and at the ^nd of words, it 
was found convenient to omit it in writing ; it is 
nevertheless to be pronounced after every simple 
sound or consonant not supplied with another 
vowel, unless it be forbidden by a mlark of elision 
placed over the letter, or excluded by the junction 
of two or more consonants, in the form of a com- 
pound character. These singularities, I am in- 
formed by Mr Wilkins, are common to all the al- 
phabets of the Hindoo class. 

The Birmans write from left to right, and though 
they leave no distinguishing space between their 
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words, they mark the pauses of a^sentence and the 
fall stops. Their letters are distinct, ai^d .their 
manuscripts are in general very beautiful. 

The cpmmon books of the Birmans, like those 
of the Hindoos, particularly of such as inhabit ihe 
southern parts of India, are composed of the pal- 
myra leaf, on which the letters are engraved with 
a stylus ; but the Birmans far excel the Bramiiu- 
cal Hindoos in the neatness of the execution, and 
in the ornamental part of their volumes. In every 
Kioum, or monastery, there is a library or reposi- 
tory of books, usually kept in lacquered chests. 
Bqoks in the Pali text are sometimes composed 
of thin stiipes of bamboo, delicately plaited, and 
varnished over in such a manner as to form a 
smooth and hard surface upon a leaf of any di- 
mensions. Tikis surface is afterwards gilded^ and 
the sacred letters are traced upon it in black and 
shining japan. The margin is illumined by wreaths 
and figures of gold, on a red, green, or blade 
ground. 

In the recitation of poetry, ihe language is ex-' 
ceedingly melodious. Even the prose of comm^m 
conversation appears to be measured ; and the con* 
<cluding word of each sentence is lengthened by t 
musical cadence, that marks the period to the eaf 
of a person wholly unacquainted with the mean- 
mg. 

It is difficult to ascertain with precision the 
'exact limits of ^e Birman empire. Dr Buchan- 
an, who accompanied me, sought for geographical 
information with the most diligent inquiry. He 
procured, but not without considerable trouble and 
ejipcnsc, sketches of every part ,of the Birmas 
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territories ; and he has transmitted the materials 
which he thus collected to the East India Com- 
pany. Those sketches, however, heing contained 
in various and detached pieces, not forming any 
connected hody, nor yet reduced to a graduated 
scale, can hardly he brought into the shape of a 
regular map, without the aid of some further com- 
munications. They are nevertheless documents of 
mi^eh intrinsic value and importance. ][t is there- 
fore to be hoped that, with the aid of some addi- 
tional lights, a vacuum on die terrestrial globe will, 
ere long, be filled up, and a portion of the earth 
delineated, whidi heretofore has been very imper- 
fectly known. On a probable calculation from Dr 
Buchanan's papers of the extent of the present 
Birman empire, it appears to include the space be- 
tween the 9th and 26th degrees of north latitude, 
and between the 92d and 107th degrees of longi- 
tude east of Greenwich, about 1050 geographical 
miles in length, and 600 in breadth, lliese are 
the ascertainable limits, taken from the Birman ac- 
counts; hut it is probable that their dominions 
stretch still farther to the north. It should, how- 
ever, be remarked, that the breadth often varies, 
and is in many places very inconsiderable, on wha^ 
is called the Eastern Peninsula. 

Dr Buchanan, in the summary* or general out- 
line of the geographical materials which he col- 
lected, thus expresses liimself on the subject of 
rivers : — It appears, * that the Arracan river is 
* not so considerable as has been supposed, but 

* Extracts from the Bengal PoUUcal <L^tter, 11th of 
September 1797. 
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' takes its rise in bills at no great distance to:tIie 

* north. . ,' 

* That the river coming from Thibet, which is 

* supposed to be that of Arracan, is in'faet the 

* Keenduem, or the great western branch of th« 

* Ava river. 

« That what is supposed to be the western branch 

< of the Irrawaddy, is in fact the eastern one, 

* which passes by Ava, and runs to the north, 

< keeping west from the province of Yunan, and 

* leaving between it and that part of China a cotmr 

* try subject t<x the Binnans. 

* That the Loukiang, which is supposed to be 

* the great branch of the Irrawaddy, has no com- 

* munication with that river ; but on enteru^ ihe 

< Birman dominions assumes the name of Thaluayn, 

* or Thanluayn, and falls into the sea at Martaban. 

< That the river of Pegue, which is supplied to 

* come from China, rises among hills about 100 
' miles from the sea, and which form 4;he boundary 
' between the Birman and Pegue kingdoms. 

* That between the Pegue and Martaban riveirs 

* there is a lake, from which two rivers proceed. 

* The one runs north to Old Ava, where it joins 

* the Myoungnya, or Little River of Ava, which 

* comes f\'om mountains on the frontiers of China ; 

* the other river runs south from the lake to die 

< sea, and is the Sitang river in the map. 

' That the rivers of China, which are supposed 

* to be the heads of the Pegue river, are those of 

* the river of Siam. 

* That the rivers of Siam and Cambodia com- 

* municate by a.^ very considerable branch, called 

* the Annan. * - f 
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This dispoehion of the rivers gives an entire new 
face to the geography of India extra Grangem ; 
Slid from the diligence and ability with which Dr 
^chanan collated the several accounts ^at he re- 
eeived, I am inclined to believe that his statement 
18 nearly correct. 
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CHAPTER V. 

PERMISSION GRANTED TO MAKE ASTRONOMI' 
CAL OBSERVATIONld — MESSAGE FROM THE 
KING RIVER RISES — PRESENT OF WHEAT — 



BEES — HONEY — BENGAL PAINTER EMPLOYED 
AT COURT MODE OF CATCHING WILD ELE- 
PHANTS ^KING SOLICITOUS TO INTRODUCE 

THE ART OF GLASS-MAKING ATTENTIONS 

FROM VICEROYS TO FOREIGN MINISTERS- 
LETTERS ARRIVE FROM BENGAL OUR PEO- 
PLE HEALTHY CHINESE THE REVERSE — 

THE CAUSE— CEREMONY ARRANGED PRO- 
CESSION — MANNER , OF ENTRANCE INTRO- 
DUCTION INTO /HE LOTOO, OR GRAND COUN- 
CIL HALL — DESCRIPTION OF THE COURT-^ 
ITS MAGNIFICENCE — KING NOT PRESENT-— 
QUESTIONS PROPOSED — BANQUET— FORMALI- 
TIES OBSERVED IN RETURNING. 

The occnrrences that took place in the interval 
between our arrival and the 30th of August, the 
day appointed for our formal introduction^ were 
not of sufficient importance to require a minmte 
relation. We enjoyed whatever personi|^ conve- 
nience the country could supply ; and 1 gladly em- 
braced every oppcHtunity to evince the most im- 
plicit ccmfidence, which I am induced to think was 
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productive of beneficial consequences. To my 
public character, as will appear in tlie sequel, the 
conduct of the Birman court was punctilious and 
Baughty, even to inisufferable airogance ; but my 
accommodation and security, as an individual, were 
N attended to with all the lubanity that could be 
expected from the most polished state of Europe. 

Geography is the foundation of all historical 
knowledge, without which history becomes little 
better than romance. Having hitherto found the 
most authentic gec^raphical information that I 
could obtain, respecting coimtries eastward oi the 
'Ganges, to be extremely erroneous, I was on that 
account more particularly desirous to determine 
the true situation of the capital of Ava, especially 
as I had now a favourable opportunity of profiting 
by the assistance of a gentleman of high profes- 
sional talents. It seemed expedient, however, to 
obtain the sanction o( the Birman government, be- 
fore I authorized Mr Wood to commence astrono- 
mical observations ; and, in reply to an application 
I made through the Maywoon of Pegue, I receiv- 
ed the most liberal acquiescence — a compliment 
that was afterwards enhanced by a gracious mes- 
sage from his Birman majesty, desiring to know> 
according to our calculation, the exact time when 
the expected eclipse of the moon was to take 
place, and, as it was partial, what portion of the 
lunar body would be in shade ? Mr Wood sa- 
tined him in both particulars, and we were in- 
formed that the king, cm comparing Mr Wood's 
account with his own predictions (for he is said to 
be himself an adept in the science), discovered 
imly a «%ht difference in the segment of the moon 
vol.* II. H ' 
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Which was to be obscured. Mr Wood's know- 
ledge procured him considerable respect among the 
better informed natives, but it excited the terror 
of the Yulgar. Being obliged at night to leave the 
grove and go out on the plain, in order to have a 
distinct view of the heavenly bodies, the peasants 
that inhabited the neighbouring villages believed 
him to be a necromancer, and his telescope and 
time-keeper instruments oJF magic. In their won- 
der? they sometimes crowded about him so as to 
disturb his operations; but it was nothing more 
than harmless curiosity. They wanted to discoverby 
what means he held communication with the Natts, 
the supernatural and invisible agents of the air. 

The river, which had now risen to its utmost 
height, had encroached so much on the grove, as 
' to threaten a general inundation ; and we began 
to think it not improbable that we should be oblig- 
ed some night hastily to change our residence from 
the house to the boats. The cause of the swelling 
of the waters was not apparent, as there had not fal- 
len with us a sufficient quantity of rain to produce 
the smallest alteration in the body of the river. The 
Birmans, however, who knew the exact limit to 
which it would rise, laughed at our proposing to^ 
make arrangements for a sudden embarkation, and 
assured us that^ wkhin the memory of man, the 
floods had never surpassed a certain boundary. 

Although, from the nature of the grounds in the 
neighbourhood pf our dwelling, rice was the only 
grain that could be cultivated, we understood that 
on the other side of i;he lake, near the city, there 
were" extensive fields of wheat, which, from the 
samples brought to us, seemed to be equal in qua- 
lity to the finest growth of England. The market 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 87 

price of Xlmmerapoora was one tackal, nearly half 
a crown, for a taindanng, or basket weighing about 
fifty-six pounds ; but we had no occasion to pur- 
chase any, as the provision made by the commis- 
sary of government, and the presents from those 
who visited us, kept oUr store-room full. Every 
person who came brought something, either frait, 
flowers, a plate of fine rice, of wheat, or some 
similar mark of respect. - In return, I treated 
those of the higher order with tea and sweetmeats. 
Of the former they were extremely fond ; and I 
can truly say, that from ten in the morning until 
evening, the tea equipage was never unemployed 
An old man who acted as commissary, and lived 
in the ihoom adjacent to our dwelling, whose title 
was Eyewoon, brought all the females of his fa- 
mily to see us. They produced as their offering, 
fresh honeycombs hanging from branches of the 
bamboo tree, l^e honey was dropping from the 
boughs into pans. I wajs told that the bees were 
wild in the woods, and in such plenty, that wax 
formed a staple article of commerce. The natives 
have a mode of gathering the honey without de- 
stroying the insect. The soldiers of the guard 
and our domestics continued to receive two tackal, 
at stated periods, in addition to their allowance of 
riee; and beetle-leaf was to be had fresh frohi 
gardens belonging to the adjacent villages. In 
one of these plantations, which very much resemble- 
ed an English hop-garden, I saw a man watering 
his plants by means of a wheel, which raised water 
out of a well from- a considerable depth. The 
machine was constructed with much ingenuity. 

The reputation that my Bengal draughtsman 
h^d acquired by his botanical drawings, performed 
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imder the inspection of Dr Bacfaanan, having 
eome to the knowledge of his Binnan majesty, or» 
in llie Binnan phrase, having reached the Golden 
Ears, the king was pleased to desire a specimen 
of his skill, and sent over a painting on glass, exe- 
cuted by a Siamese artist in his own service, sig- 
nifying his royal will that it should be copied up- 
on paper. ITiis picture, which was a tolerable 
performance, represented the mode of patching 
wild elephants in the forests. It was thus de- 
scribed to me. The huntel^, mounted on tame 
^ephants that are trained to the business, by lyii^ 
flat on their backs, introduce themselves unnoticed 
into a wild herd, and take an opportunity to C9st 
a running noose in the tract of the one that &i 
meant to be secured. The other end of the rope 
is fastened to the body of the tame elephant, who 
immediately throws the wild one down. A battle 
then ensues, in which the trained elephant, being 
assisted by its associates, soon overpowers the in- 
habitant of the woods, who is deserted by all the 
others. It is afterwards borne away a priscmer, 
fast-boimd to two of its captors, whilst another 
moves on at its head, and a fourth urges it behind. 
In a few weeks, by proper discipline, the animal 
Becomes docile, ,ai^ submits to its ikte. Those 
that are taken in the manner delineated in the 
'Plate, I was told, are for the most part females. 
'Male elephants are usually enticed by the blandish- 
ments of the females, * trained for the purpose^ 

* For a more ample descriptiim of the xQanner of 
catching wild elephants in Tipura, near the mountains that 
divide Bengal from the Birman dominions, see a Paper 
by John Corse Esq. (now .John Corse Scott Esq. of Sin- 
ton), in th« third Volume of the Asiatie Reseairdies. Tlic 
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into , an enclosure or Keddah, from whence they 
cannot extricate themselves, and are easily secured. 
My painter performed the task so much to his 
majesty's satisfaction, that a request was made for 
his further serrices, in executing a drawing of a 
celebrated image of Gaudma, in which I willingly 
acquiesced. He was employed on it a week, and 
when it was finished, his majesty condescended to 
express his approbation of the performance, which 
was certainly much supeiior to any thing tiiat his 
own painter could produce. 

Among the articles of foreign trade which had 
found their way into the Birman country, nothing 
was held in higher estimation than the Eu^ropean 
glass-ware, imported into Rangoon from the Bri- 
tish settlements in India. The art of vitrification 
has long been known and practised in most countiies 
of the East. But no where they can make a pure 
transparent substance, like that which is brought 
from Europe. The Birman monarch, who is a great 
admirer of the manufacture, was particularly desir- 
ous to introduce it into his dominions ; and sup- 
posing that every Englishman must be versed in the 
knowledge of makiug whatever comes from his own 
country, he sent a message to request that I would 
furnish his artificers with such instructions as might 

practice of Fegue differs somewhat from that of the Bengal 
hunters. 

Tlie Editor of these volumes has had an opportunity, 
through the kindness of Mr Scdtt of Sinton, of seeing se- 
veral iraluable papers which are now in hia possession, and 
which were drawn up by him, upon this subject, as well 
as upon some other parts of the natural history of ele- 
phants ; and, had his space permitted, would very gladly 
have availed himself of the permission he obligingly receiv- 
ed, to make some extracts from them for the present work. 

H 2 
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enable them to fabricate glass of a qnality equal to 
what was made in England. 'Unlackily, none of 
US happened to be skilled in the mystery of a glass- 
house. AU, therefore, that we could do, was to ex- 
plain the principles of the art, which Dr Buchanan 
obligingly imdertook ; and in order to fecilitate 
the acquirement, and guide them in the practice, I 
lent them the Encyclopeedia Britannica, and pcMnt- 
ed out the article where the process is fully ex* 
plained. Baba Sheen and the Armenian int^re- 
ter translated it into the Birman tongue. But I 
much fear that the theory alone, conveyed in terms 
of science, will not, without practical experience, 
advance them very far in an art which his Birman 
majesty is so laudably solicitous to bring to per- 
fection among his subjeds. 

It was a matter too remarkable to pass unnotic- 
ed, that of the numbers who did me the honour of 
a visit, there was not one that had any diare in the 
administration of public affairs, the Woondock that 
met me at Pegahm excepted, who, though of dis- 
tmguished rank, isj)ut an inferior minister. None 
of the Wongees or Attawoons condescended to pay 
me the compliment. The Maywo<m of Pegne 
sometimes honoured me widi his company. His 
official consequence, however, was hki diminish- 
ed into^ insignificance, notwithstanding he was of 
the highest order, except one, of nobility, wearing 
a tcaloe of nine strings. 

When a public minister is delegated from a fb • 
reign power to the Birman court, it is the estab- 
lished custom for the Maywoon, or governor of the 
frontier province which the minister first enters, to 
provide for his safe conveyance to the capital, and 
to attend to his convenience so kmg as he coa- 
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^nes to reside in the conntiy — a semce which 
he is frequently obliged to perform in person, as 
in the present case of the English deputation. 
The governor of Bamoo, the province bordering on 
Ynnan, performed the office to our Chinese neigh- 
bours with the utmost kindness and urbanity, and 
in his frequent visits to them took the opportunity 
of calling upon me. He was a sennble man, ex- 
ceedingly courteous in liis manner and address. 
He said that he had been twice to Pekin in the ca- 
pacity of legate befmre he obtuned his present sta- 
tion ; and described the journey as very fetigu- 
ingy but, at the proper season, not at all perilous. 
He was upwards 4>f three months in performing it. 
The road from the frontiers of the province of Ba^ 
moo until he penetrated far into Manchegee, or 
Yonao, lay through mountains. During the last 
thirty days he travelled in a boat on canals and 
rivers. He informed me that th»« wera two 
languages spoken in China. One the Tirronp, or 
native Chinese ; the other the Tarnut, or Tartar 
tongue. The latter is the language of the conquer- 
ors. The Birmans have not liberty to pass at will 
into the Chinese territory, nor the Chinese in- 
to that of the Birmans ; but the governor has 
power to grant passports. He gave me an impres- 
sion of the Chop, or seal, which he was accustom- 
ed to affix to such pikers, and likewise promised 
me a chart of his route to Pekii^ which he after* 
wards presented to me» I had various occasions 
to acknowledge the attention and kindness of this 
truly well Inred and intelligent man, who seemf- 
ed to have profited from his travels, and to have 
overcome that affected reserve which is the nation- 
al chaiBcteiidtic of a Birman courtier 
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On the 15th of August, the arrival of a mee- 
senger from Rangoon, sent by Captain Thomas, 
as the bearer of letters and newspapers that had 
been brought from Calcutta, difiused among us 
that satisfaction which they only who have been 
in remote coimhies, and long absent from their 
friends, can trnly estimate. It was the first com- 
munication we had received since our departure 
from Bengal, and the situation of afTcdrs in £a- 
it)pe was at that time extremely interesting. 

In addition to the comfort we experienced from 
living at ease, and having every want liberally 
'supplied, our gratitude was due to Providence. for 
the inestimable blessing of health, which we en- 
joyed to a degree that fully evinced the salubrity 
of the climate. Not a symptom of sickness, in a 
single instance excepted, had manifested itself Br 
mong our people. But this was not the case with 
our Chinese neighbours. They were less fortu- 
nate. A dysenteiy, which had early attacked tiie 
senior member of the embassy, began to spread 
among his domestics ; and, although they were 
not numerous, we heard of frequent deaths and of 
general illness among them. As no doubt could 
be entertained of the healthiness of the situation 
we were in, their malady was to be ascribed to 
some other cause than the atmosphere. The go- 
vernor of Bamoo, however, explained the matter 
very sensibly, by observing, that the sickness un- 
der which they alone laboured, entirely originated 
in their own indolence, and in the pernicious diet 
that they used. The Chinese are said to be nar 
tionally great lovers of swine's flesh ; and these 
per*)iiage8 possessed all the partiality of their 
country for that unclean animal. They had erec- 
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ted ft pigHstye within the enclosnre of their dwell- 
ing, "vidiere they fed pork for their own table, and, 
as a matter of compliment, sometimes sent a joint 
of the meat to me. But though it seemed to be 
good, we conld not bring ourselves to use it. In 
addition to the ill effects of such gross food, they 
took no exercise, and drank immoderately of shou- 
chow, a fiery and deleterious spirit. The gover- 
nor of Bamoo, who accounted for the cause of 
their ailment, condemned their sensuality, which, 
he said, he had in vain endeavoured to correct by 
advice and persuasion. At length the princip^ 
legate became so seriously Jll that his life was 
judged to be in danger. The governor, anxious 
for the preservation of a person whose safety was 
in some degree intrusted to his care, with a hu- 
sianity that did him honour, a^^lied to me for 
medical assistance. Dr Buchanan willingly ac- 
companied him to the sick man's chamber, and on 
ftTjpnining his patient, immediately perceived that 
the case was dei^rate. He was an emaciated 
dd many reduced by a disease 6f such long con- 
tinuance, as to leave no prospect of recovery. Me- . 
dicinea, however, were administered, which^ though 
they afforded but a temporary relief, raised a faJ- 
laciooB hope in the breast of the sufferer, who ex- 
pressed the utmost anxiety to be able to attend on v 
the day appointed for our public reception, at 
which time die Chinese deputies were likewise to 
be introduced. They had before been admitted to 
an informal audience of the king, when< the court 
was at Meengoung, soon after their first arrival, 
where his majesty met them as though by chance. 
It la not ususd for the king to receive public mini- 
Bten oeremoniociBly, except in the metropolis. 
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As the time iqpproached that was appokited for^ 
our public entry into Ummerapooi-a, which as ye^ 
we had only viewed from our residency on th^ 
opposite bank of the lake, I judged it proper ^ 
make some inquiry respecting the ceremonials 
usually observed on such occamons, and the ezr 
terior forms of homage that would be requirei 
^ I wished also to ascertain the relative degree <a 
rank that would be granted to the agent of the 
Governor-general of Indi^;^and as I was offi^ 
cially given to understand that the Chinese depik- 
ties were to be introduced on the same day, J 
^urged my right to precedence, on the thorou^ 
persuasion that they did not constitute an impeni|l 
embassy, but were merely a provincial legation, dr 
though probably sanctioned by the monarch of CluDa^ 

The necessity of ascertaining these points be* 
came evident, from the scrupulous' regard to ex- 
ternal forms which the Birmans manifested upon 
every occasion. The Maywoon of Pegue being the 
channel of my official conSmunication, I received 
through him, in reply to my first application} a 
general assurance of due attention, but an equiyo- 
cal answer with respect to the Chinese. Repeat- 
ing the requisition for satisfactory particulars, I ws^ 
informed that I should be allowed parity of rank 
with the nobility of the court, and that precedence 
over the Chinese deputies would be granted to me. 
With those assurances I remained satisfied. 

On the 29th of August, the day preceding that 
of our formal introduction, I received a message^ 
desiring to know what number of attendants I 
meant to take with me, and to specify the rank 
they bore, particularly that of the pundit, the 
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moonshee, and painter. I was at the saine time 
acqtudnted, that it was not customary to admit 
alrmed men into the palace, a foim to which I 
teadily assented. Late in the evening, another 
tnessage was brought to inform me, that, the pro- 
fession of Dr Buchanan was held ^y the Birmans 
in a less dignified estimation than it bore among 
us ; and that it was unusual, on such solemn oc- 
casions^ to receive a person of his station into the 
Lotoo, or great couiicil hall. I took some pains 
to vindicate the dignity of the liberal and enlighten- 
ed profession of medicine, and explained to tliem, 
tfaat there was no monarch of Europe who did 
not consider a physician as worthy to hold a place 
in the most distinguished ranks of society. This 
difficulty was at length conquered. They agreed 
to receive tlie Doctor, but stipulated that he should 
ride on horseback in the procession, and not be 
indulged with an elephant^->a privilege which, they 
shidy was grknted onlf to persons of the highest 
consequence. 

Preparatory to our visit, the presents intended 
for his majesty were carefully assorted, and put 
into separate boxes. They were both handsome 
and costly, consisting of various kinds of Euro- 
pean and Indian articles, such as mirrors, cut- 
glaasy fire-axms, broad-cloths, embroidered mus- 
lins, and Indian silks, all of the finest quality that 
eonld be procured. Among other things there 
was a Shanscrit manuscript, superbly illumined, 
and written with beautiful minuteness. It was a 
copy of the Bagwaat Geeta, enclosed in a case of 
gold, and designed as a personal compliment from 
Bir John Shore, the Governor-general, to his Bir- 
man majesty. There was also an electrical ma- 
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chine, of the effects of which some of the Blnngipfl 
were not ignorant.* The boxes were coyeied 
with red satin, and listened to poles, for the ccnir 
yenience ei being carried on men's shonlders. 
Eveiy^jnatter was arranged on the day before the 
ceremony was to take place. 

On, the 30th of August we took an early break- 
fast, and about eight o'clock a sere-dogee, or se* 
cretiiry of the Lotoo, came to acquaint us that 
beats were prepared to coni;^ us across the lakob 
Our domestics had received orders to hold them- 
selyes in readiness, dressed in tlie livery of the 
embassy, and the guard was paraded without arms* 
The presents having been sent before, we walked 
to the watOT side, attended by Baba-Sheen, the 
Sere-dogee, and several inferior officers. At the 
same time liie two junior membera of the Chi- 
nese mission, the senior being now at the point 
of death, came forth from the gate of their enclo-' 
sure, attended by a retiiiue comparatively very 
small. We found three war-boats at the hank 
ready to receive tts. These boats were suffi- 
ciently capacious for the number they were des- 
tined to contain. The largest was of fifty oars, 
hut they were not above one-third manned, pro- 
bably with a view to our accommodation, as the 
vessels are so narrow that persons unaccustomed 
to them cannot sit between the rowers without in- 
convenience. It did not, however, escape our 
notice that they were quite plain, without ei- 
ther gilding or paint. We were about twenty 
minutes in rowing to the opposite side of the lake, 
and found a crowd of people collected near the 

* An electrifying machine had been introduc«d sevend 
years ago by a Frenchman. 
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water's edge to see ns land. The place wherer we 
landed appeared to be nearly a mile, in a direct 
line below the fort, the southern walls of which 
a^ washed by the lake when the waters are swol- 
len. Three elephants and sereral horses w^*e 
waiting to convey us, and some Birman officers 
of inferior conseqnence attended at the bank, 
dressed in their robes and caps of ceremony. The 
fmniture of the animals we were*, to ride was far 
from being superb. »Men of rank in the Birman 
empire always guide their own elephants, and sit 
on the neck, in the some manner th^t the drivers 
or mohaats do in India. Owing to this custom, 
they are unprovided with those commodious seats 
m which an Indian gentleman reposes at ease oh 
the back of this noble beast, whUst the govern- 
ment of it is intrusted to another person. A large 
wicker basket, somewhat resembling the body of 
an open carriage, but smaller, without any ele- 
vated seat, and covered with carpets at the bot- 
tom, was fastened on the back of t^e elephant by 
means of iron chains that passed xmder his belly> 
and were prevented from chafing him by tanned 
oxhides. This equipage was neither comfortable 
nor elegant ; but as I had not learned how to 
manage an elephant, and ride between his ears, 
there was no alteniative. I was obliged either 
to take what was provided, or submit to a less 
dignified conveyance. The drivers, instead of 
making the beast kneel down to receive his ridw, 
as is the custom in other cotmtries, drove him up 
to a temporary stage that had been erected for the 
purpose of mounting. Each of the Chinese depu- 
ties was also honoured with an elephant. Mr 

VOL. II. I 
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WcmmI and Di* Buchanan rode on handsome spirit- 
ed horses, of the small Pegue hreed, which had 
been prepared for them, and were equipped with 
much better fiimitur^ than was assigned to the 
elephants. The Birman saddles, however, not 
being well calculnted for the *fease,of an European 
rider, two of English manufacture, which we had 
brought with us, were substituted in their stead 
The moonshee, the pundit, and the painter, were 
likewise permitted to ride on horseback. After 
we had adjusted the ceremonial of mountuig, the 
procession was marshalled in the following order : 
A Sandohgaan, or master of the ceremonies, 

on horseback : 
' An Oniroupseree, or register of sti-angers, 

on horseback: 
A Letzounseree, or register of presents, 
^ on horseback, 

dressed in their official robes and caps. 

Soldiers that composed the escort. 
The elephant of the representative of the 

Governor-general. 
Mr Wood and Dr Buchanan, on horseback. 
* Baba-Sheen, as chief interpreter. 

The Chinese deputies on elephants, preceded by 
their servants, bearing flags. 
A Woondock, or second counsellor of state. 
Two Terrezogees, or officers who hold 
judiciary stations. 
' The servants of the embassy walked on each 
side, two by two ; and a number of constables 
attended, with long white rods, to keep off the 
populace. 

The processicm being thus arranged, we com- 
menced our mardi, keeping a moderate pace, so 
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as' not to distresa the bearers of the pceaents.' Af- 
ter proceeding a short way, we entered a wid^ 
and handsome street that was paved with brick* 
The houses on each side were low, bi^t of wood, 
and covered with tiles. They had been evidently 
prepared for the occasion, being fresh whitewash- 
ed, and decorated with boughs and flowers. The 
shops, which are usually opened towards the street, 
displayed their best goods. ^ In front of each house 
was a slight latticed railing of bamboo, advanced 
into the street, to the distance of three or four 
feet. Over this space was spread a shade of 
bamboo mats, that reached from the eaves of the 
houses to the railing^, forming a sort of covered 
balcony, every one of which was crowded with 
spectators, men and women indiscriminately. Boys 
eat on the tops of the houses, and the streets were 
80 thronged as to leave only a sufficient space for 
the procession to move without inteiruption. But 
what rendered the scene most remarkable was, 
the posture which the multitude preserved. Every 
person, as soon as we came in sight, squatted oa 
his hams, and continued in that attitude until we 
had passed by. This was an indication of hi^ 
respect. Throughout the crowd there was no 
disturbance, nor any extraordinary noise. The 
populace looked up and gazed in aSence, nor did 
tbey attempt to follow us, but were satisfied with 
a transient view. The Pagwaats, or constables, 
armed with long rods, sometimes affected to strike 
those who were most forward, in order to make 
them recede ; but in this act they humanely a- 
voided hurting any one, generally directing the 
' blow to the ground close to those whom they in- 
tended to remove. Thus we passed through se- 
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tend wide i^treets numing in a strai^t direcdoii, 
end often crossed by others at right angles. We 
perceired only two brick houses, and these we 
were infonned belonged to foreigners. Contignoos 
to the fort was a small street, entirely occupied by 
the shops of silversmiths, who exhibited their wares 
in the open balcony, and displayed a great yariety 
of Birman utensils in plate. The distance from 
the landing-place to thw street we computed to be 
two miles. Immediately after, we crossed the 
ditch of the fort, which was wide, deep, and faced 
with brick, but had little water in it. The pas- 
sage was over a causeway formed on a moimd of 
earth, in which there was a chasm of about teu 
feet to cany off the rain, and across this a stronff 
bridge of planks was laid. Between the bridge 
and the foot of the wall, there was a space, eighty 
• or a hundred feet wide, on which two redoubt 
were raised to defend the passage of the* ditch. 
The rampart, faced by a wall of brick, was about 
twenty feet high, exciusiye of the parapet, whidi 
had embrasures for cannon, and apertures for mus- 
ketry. Small demi-bastions projected at regulair 
Stances beyond the wall, but they did not i^- 
pear to contain su£Bcient space to admit of heaTV 
ordnance. The body of the rampart was com- 
posed of earth, sustained oxtemally and within 
by strong walls. The gate was massive, with a 
wicket in it ; and the fort altogether, considered a§ 
an Eastern fortification, was respectable, but in- 
sufficient to i^esist the approaches of an enemy 
skilled in war. The Birroans, however, believe 
it to be impregnable. They put their trust in the 
h^ght knd solidity of their wall, which they con- 
ceive to be st^ng enough to resist all assaults, in- 



dependent of tte covef of a glaias, ot' any oth^r 
advanced work ttan.thci diiicli; ^ i did pot ^tt/tmpt 
to mortify their yAdfi%y^ telling- dikin V disd^e- 
able truth, that a battery of half a dozen cannon 
would in a few hours, reduce their walls to a hej^ 
of ruins ; and indeed if I had told them so, it is pro- 
bable they might not have credited the information. 
We entered by the western gate. There was 
little distinction between the houses in the fort and 
those of the city, except that the dwellmgs of 
persons of officiid consequence, and the members 
of the royal family, who resided within the walls, 
were surroimded by a wooden partition that in- 
closed a court. We passed, making several angles 
in our way, through a market supplied with rice, 
pulse, and other vegetables, but saw neither meat 
nor fish. At the distance of two short streets 
from the palace, we came to a spot where bamboo^ 
stages were erected for tis to alight, similar to 
those at the landing-place. Here we dismounted, 
'and walked in the same order as we had rode. 
Coming to ^e top' of a shoi*t street leading dowQ 
to the palace, we were desired by the Sandohgaan, 
or master of the ceremonies, through Baba-Sheen, 
to stop and make obeisance to the residence of 
majesty, by a gentle inclination of the body, and 
raisinjg the hand to the head, as they did ; a de- 
sire with which I complied, although I conceived 
the distance so great as hardly to require tnat 
mark of respect. When we had proceeded two 
or three hundred yards farther, the Sandohgaan 
repeated the ceremony of bowing, to which I of- 
fered no objection; nor should I have felt the 
smallest reluctance in complying, had not the man- 

I 2 
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ner of die 8andobgaan been wb&t I considered 
' ^xtsht^meiy^ HSsitspeci^. Tbiis weproceMed, nntfl 
we came to'the^Hioom^'whicb was a lofty hall, 
raised four or Bve feet from the ground, and op«i 
en all sides; it was situated about a hundred 
yards from the gate of the palace court, on the 
left band, and in the centre of a spacious areiu 
Putting off our shoes, we entered the saloon, and 
sat down on carpets that were spread for us, with 
our feces towards the palace gate. Here the pre» 
sents were deposited, whilst the Chinese deputies 
took their places on ^e other side. 

It was now about ten o'clock, and the woondock 
intimated that we must wait until all the princes 
of the royal family arrived, before it would be 
proper for us to enter. We had sat but a short 
time, when the prince of Pegahm, the jtmior of 
* the king's sons in point of rank, though not in 
years, being bom of a different mother, made his 
appearance. He was moimted on ihe neck of a 
very fine elephant, which he guided himself, sit- 
ting on a scarlet cloth embroidered with gokit 
whilst a servant behind, on the back of the anuna]^ 
screened him from the sun with a gilded parasol^ 
About fifty musketeers led the way. These were 
followed by a number of halberdiers, carrying spears 
with gilded shafts, and decorated with gold tassels. 
Six or eight ofi&cere of his household (each of the 
king's sons have a separate establishment) came 
next, dressed in velvet robes with embroidered 
caps, and chains of gold depending frt>m the left 
shoulder to the right side : fiiese immediately pre- 
ceded the prince's elephant. Another body of 
spearmen, with his palanquin of state, closed the 
procession. On entering the gate, he l?ave to one 
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of llis attendants a poHshed iron hook, with which 
he governed his elephant ; as not any thing that 
can be used as a weapon is suffered to be brought 
within the precincts of the palace, not even by 
his mijesty's sons. The prince's escort halted witl^ 
out the gate, and the greater number of his at- 
tendants were stopped, those only being admitted 
who were of higher rank, together with the men 
who carried his large beetle-box of gold, and his 
flaggon of water, which are brought rather for 
state than for reirashment. When the prince had 
alighted, his elephant returned, and all the attend- 
ants ranged tiieinselyes in the area between the 
ihoom and the palace gate. Soon after the prince 
of Pegahm had Altered, the prince of Tongho, 
the next in precedence, appeared. He was at- 
tended by a suit nearly simUar to that of his bro- 
^r ; and in succession came the princes of Bassein - 
and of Prome : the Engy Teekien, or heir appa- 
rent, came last. When he arriyed it was twelve 
e'clodk, which the great drum that {nroclaims the 
hours sounded from a lofty tower near the palace. 
The state in which the latter personage made* his 
public entrance was highly superb, and becoming 
his elevated station. He was preceded by a nu- 
merous body guard of in&ntry, consisting of four 
or fiye hundred men, armed with muskets, who 
marched in regular files, and were iroiformly cloth- 
ed and accoutred. Next came a party of Cassay 
troopers, habited in their fanciful dress, with high 
conical caps bending backwards. We were told 
that, through lespect, they had alighted fix)m theur 
horses nearly at the same place where we had dis- 
mounted. Twenty or thirty men followed these, 
holding long gilded wands ; then came eighteen or 
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twenty military officers of ranki with gilded hel- 
mets ; next, the civil officers of tis household and 
his council, wearing the tzaloe, or chain of nohi- 
lity, and arrayed in their rohes and caps of, 8tate» 
varied according to their respective ranks. The 
prince, home on men's shoulders, in a vei^ rich 
palanquin, but \^thout any canopy, followed. He 
was screened from the sun by a large gilded fan, 
supported by a nobleman ; and on each side of hi|S 
palanquin walked six Cassay astrologers, of the 
Braminical sect, dressed in white gowns\and whit^ 
caps studded with stars of gold. Close behind, his 
servants carried his water-flaggon, and a gold 
beetle-box, of a size which appeared to be no in- 
considerable load for a man. Several elephants 
and led horses with rich housings came after. Some 
inferior officers, and a body of spearmen, with 
three companies of musketeers, one clothed in 
blue, another in green, and a third in red, con< 
eluded the procession. 

In every part of this ostentatious parade, per- 
fect regulsoity was maintained, which considerably 
increased the effect. All things seemed 'to have 
been carefully predisposed, and properly arranged. 
If it was less splendid than imperial Delhi, uL 
the days cX Mogul magnificence, it was far more 
. decorous than any court of Hindostan at the pre? 
sent day. The rabble was not tumultuous, the 
attendants and soldiery were silent, and every man 
seemed to know: his own place. No noisy heralds, 
as is the custom in India, ran before, vociferating 
titles, and overturning people in their way. Thfe 
display of this day was solemn and dignified ; and 
I doubt much whether, in any other capital, such 
multitudes could be brought together with so little 
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confusion, as, besides the attendants and the mi- 
iitaiy, there were many thonsands of spectators. 

Our delay in the rhoom had now been protracted 
to two hours; a circumstance which, though it 
gratified our cmiosity with a novel .and most inte- 
resting spectacle, yet could not be considered as a 
mark of respect^ especially as we had not the 
company of any person of distinguished rank, the 
junior Woondock excepted, who stayed with us 
but a very short time. The attendance of tl|e 
Maywoon of Pegue was, according to the usage 
of the country, on this occasion, our undoubted 
ngbt ; fmd, the example of the yiceroy of Bamoo, 
who paid that compliment to the Chinese dep^ties, 
placed the omission in a more striking poii^t of 
view, whilst the singular character of the people 
put it out of my power to attribute the neglect to 
diance, or to casual inadvertency. 

A few minutes after the £ngy Teekein, or prince 
royal, had entered, we received a summons, in 
compliance with wliich we proceeded from the 
ilioom, observing the same order as before ; the 
presents carried in front, and the members of the 
Chinese embassy following the English deputation. 
As we proceeded, the Sandohgaan was exceeding- 
ly troublesome, by calling on us to make frequent 
superfluous obeisances, whilst his manner of re- 
quiring them was conspicuously unciviL I check- 
ed jbis insolence by observing, through Baba-Sheen, 
l£at if he wished me to proceed, he must alter 
Ins tone and demeanour. This reproof, however, 
hiad only a momentary effect ; he soon resumed 
his arrogant behaviour, which he repeated through- 
out the day whenever opportumty offered. 

On approaching the gate» the greater part of 
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our attendants were stopped, and not permitt^ 
to follow us ; and we were desired to put off c^ 
shoes, with which we immediately complied. 

The area we now entered was spacious, an^d 
contdned the Lotoo, or grand hall of consultatiok 
and of audience, where the Woongees meet fa. 
council, and where affairs of state are discussed^ 
and determined. Within this eifclosure there is tai 
inner court, separated by a brick wall, which com- 
prehends the palace, and all the buildings annexed 
to the royal residence. Within the gate a tnM^ 
of tumblers were performing their feats, w)^' 
dancing girls were exhibiting their graces in the 
open air, and on the bare ground, to the sound qf 
no very harmonious music. We were next ush^-> 
ed up a flight of stairs into a very noble salo^ 
or open hall, called the Lotoo, where the covl|' 
was assembled in all the pomp that Birman gnoa- 
deur could display. On entering this hall,'iii 
stranger cannot mil to be surprised at the magnM- 
cence of its appearance. It is supported by seveii- 
ty-seven pillars, ctisposed fn eleven rows, &Budh 
consisting of seven. The space between the pil- 
lars I judged to be about twelve feet, except the 
central row, which was probably two feet widet^. 
The roof of the building is composed of distinci 
stages, the highest in the centre. The row 
pillars that supported the middle, or most lo] 
roof, we judged to be thirty-five or forty feet 
height ; the others gradually diminish as they ^- 
proach the extremities of th& building, and thoe^' 
T^ich sustain the balcony are not more than twelvi' 
or fourteen feet. At the farther part of the hi^ 
there is a high gilded lattice, extending quite acroe» 
the building, and in the centre of the lattice is a 
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glided door, which, when ot>ehed, displays the 
throne* This door is elevated fire or six feet from 
the floor, so that the throne must he ascended hy* 
uieans of steps at the hack, which are not Tisibley 
n$r is the seat of the throne to he seen, except 
iiiien the King comes in person to the Lotoo. At 
ibid hottom of the^attice there is a gilt haliistrade> 
three or four feet high, in which the umbrellas and 
^reral other insignia of state were d^osited. The 
n^yal colour is white, and the umbrellas were made 
<E Bilk of that colour, richly bespangled with gold. 
'V^^hin this magnificent saloon were seated, on 
t^^ inverted legs, all the princes and the princi- 
pal nobility of the Birman empire, each p^^scm 
in the place appropriated to his particular rank and 
fitation. Proximity to ^e throne is, c^ course, 
tllQ most honourable situation ; and this station was 
oeci^ied by the princes of the blood, the Woon- 
ge^ the Attawoons, and other great officers of 
state* The. Engy Teekien (or heir apparent) sat 
€9. a small stool, about six inches high ; the other 
pEUdces on fine mats. The space between the 
central pillars that front the throne, is always left 
vacant, for this curiou9 reason, that his Majesty's 
eres may not be obliged to behold those whom he 
doea not mean to honour with a look. The place 
aBotted for us was next to this unoccupied part, 
bat we afterwards discovered that the Chinese de- 
puties had taken possession of those seats which, 
according to the etiquette that had been agreed 
npoD, the English gentlemen were to have occu- 
pied* So trivial a drcumstance would not have 
inerited attention, had it not been followed by cir- 
cmnstances which left no room to suppose, that 
any act relating to external forms was either acei- 
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dental w unpr«neditated <m the part of those who 

reimlated the ceremonials. i t j 

After we had taken possckibn of mats that had 

heen spread for U8, it was civUly intimated that we 

omrht not to protrude the soles of our feet towwr<te 
the seat of majesty, hut should endeavour to ^ 
in the posture that was ohsenred hy those arouM 
us. With this desire we would readfly hare COTi- 
pUed, if it had heen in our power^ hut we Jtod 
not yet learned to sit upon our own legs. Tlie 
fl^xibUity of muscles which the Birmans, and m- 
deed all the natives of India, possess, is such as 
cannot be acquired by Europeans. A Biram, 
when he sits, seldom touches the seat with Tus 
posteriors, but \a supported by his heels. It « 
scarcely practicable for an European, dressedm 
dose garments, to place himself in such an atti- 
tude ; and if he were able, it would be out of his 
power to continue long in it. We inverted our 
i^ as much as possible, and the awkwardness 
with which we did this excited a smile from some; 
not a word, however, was uttered, and our endeft- 
vours, I tiiought, seemed to give satisfection. In 
a few minutes eight Bramins, dressed in white sar 
cerdotal gowns, and silk caps of the same colour, 
studded with gold, assembled round the foot of 
the tiirone, within the balustrade, and recked a 
long prayer in not unpleasing recitative. This cere- 
mony lasted a quarter of an hour. When thejr 
had withdrawn, the letter from the Governor-gene- 
ral, which I delivered to a Woondock, was placed 
on a silver tray in front of the railing, and a San- 
dohgaan, or reader, advanced into the vacant space, 
and made three prostrations, touching the ground 
each time withlus forehead* He then read^or ra- 
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tber cbantedy in a kmd'ycHce, idiat I nsderstood 
was a Birman translation of the letter. Wken 
ibis tras done, the reader repeated his prostrations, 
pod next proclaimed a list of the presents for the 
king. These several readings being finished, he 
repeated his obeisances and retired. After an in- 
terval of a few minutes, an officer, entitled Nak* 
liaangee, advanced, and proposed a question to me, 
as if from his majesty. On receiving my answer 
he withdrew, as it mi^t be supposed to commn- 
nicate the reply ; and returned in an adequate time 
to ask another. Thus, he put three separate ques- 
tions to me, which were as follows : '* You come 
firom a distant country ; how long is it since you 
amved ? How were the king, queen, and royal 
fomily of England, .when the last accounts came 
from thence ? Was England at peace or war with 
other nations ? and was your country in a state of 
disturbance ?" 

«.The latter question alone contained more than 
words of compliment and ceremony, and, coming 
in such a solemn manner, required a clear and de- 
terminate answer on my part. I replied in the 
Persian language-*** That Great Britain was at 
enmity with France ; that the Continent of Europe 
wm the seat of war; but that the kingdom of 
England enjoyed perfect tranquillity, which it was 
not probable would be disturbed." This interro- 
gation seemed to indicate, that the Birmans had 
T^ceiv^d impressions' of our situation in Europe 
from no very favourable quarter ; and I had after- 
wards occasion to know, that the imremitting and 
restless industry of French propagators had per- 
vaded even this remote re^on ; and that thoughi 
vol.. H. K . * 4 
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in suck a eounby, tb«f d^r» nol avow dimr eq«fr- 
fiziiig principles, they left no art luipraetiMd; 
thimgfa the meaoft of their emissariesy t» inuiiwte 
doubto, excite fe«ra, aad create distnist af the 
English. 

These were all the ^estimia that were firo- 
poaed ; neither the Chinese nor any other perBoa 
t>eing interrogated. In a few nainatee afi^ ny 
\mt r^ly had been ecmveyed, a very hfytidsmae 
deasert was brought in, and set helbreMis. It >eoB- 
aisted of a Yariety of sweetmeals, a^ wett Chiaa 
as Binnan : Isepadk, or piekled tea-leal^ 9^4 beetfe, 
formed pert of 1^ entertMnment^ which was- serred 
up in silrer, chiqa, aikdf gla/n-wape. lli^^ ap 
peered to be not less than atinndred^tferei»l msail 
dishes. We taaled of a <l^w, ai^'f^nad aove el 
them yery palatable ^h<at^ none "of the^ wiirt ieia 
partook, -or mooted ketA theM^* plttees. A Wafr half 
^ hour had elapsed, when we were in^Nnsed by 
tiie Saa)4ofagaan l^at there wa6 WoiecaMon 1^ ui 
to remab any longer. iW neB-appeaoranee ef his 
Bu^esty was a coneid^^ble dlei|{)poiattA€fnt, ae I 
had beeii taught to cbipect that^e wouM hvve re^ 
eeiyed the Goveraor-gen^al's letter in person. It 
was not, howeyer, until some time afierwarda^ lllair 
I was made acquainted witb the' true reason of^ 
pbsence. 

^lien we rose to leaye the Lotoo, ^^Sandohr 
gaaa desired us to make three obeisances to die 
dirone, by a slight inclination of the body and 
raising the right hand to the hea4 We were theii^ 
i«oon()ucted to the s^oon, where we were in- 
iwtoed it was necessary we should r^nain tmlfi 
the princes came forth from the palace, and had 
got upon their elephants, as their etiquette diduo% 
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tAcm takf person, en ««di ocoRmlii^ i6 ibovmt be« 
Ibre thift memberft of the toy&l~ feinily; we «4> 
eeHmgly look our places in this %all as before. 
iSiiortly aft e rwards ^ cowt Inxilie up with as mudh 
form and parade «s it had assembled. 

The etnmotky of departure differed from thai 
of entrance. The Engy Teekien came out first, 
who went in last; next fdlowed the other mem- 
h&n of the royal family in rotatiiMi, and after them 
eame the Chobwaas, or petty tributary prince^. 
These are personages who> before the Birmans had 
eoctended iJieir conquests oTer the vast territory 
diey now possess, had held small independent 
aoveretgnties, which" tbey were able to maintain so 
krag as the balance of power continued dottbtfid 
between the ^tmans, P^guers, and Siamese ; but 
^n decided snceess thait has attended the Birman 
arms, since die accession of the present ftunily, 
iaving d^prii^ them of their independence, their 
«6«ntries ire now reduced to jBUbonlinate provinces. 
of llie Bmnaa empire^ As many of their gO'* 
r&tnoin as confidence could be placed in, and who 
w«re wiHbig to take the oath of aflegiance to their 
einqoeroki) were continued in the management of 
their formel: possessions, and are obliged to make 
aa annual visit to the capital, to pay homage in 
person at the golden feet. The moderation, as 
wbA as the poHcy of this measure, is said to have 
fully answered the ends that were proposed. 

As soon as the royal family had departed, we 
nstomed to the pkuis where we had lefk our ele- 
phants, and {m)ceeded hmne ; with this difference, 
that the Chinese deputies, who had followed us to 
tl^ paiKO, preceded us in our return— a circum« 
whidi, itt addition to sevei^il otherB> gave 
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me cause to ^tribute waal of ingciaKmfloesfr #• 
^hpse who bail the maziagement of the ceremoniaift 
My claim of precedence had been nnewiditionally 

- Btipulated and admitted — a precedence, which the 
certainty that the Chinese deputies constituted folf 
fi provincial mission of very inferior. considCTation, 
gave me an undoubted title to d«nand. » 

With a people less attentive to punctiUo, ot less 
regardful of the privileges and external indications 
of rank, I should certainly not hav^ conwdered it 
necessary to controvert matters of nt) intrinsic mo- 
ment in themselves, but which, when intended tc> 
produce an effect on the minds of those .who can 
only judge from appearances, tecome, to a persoa 
in a public capacity, of real importance. Every 
occurrence of this day, and every object that pre«. 
sented itself, evinced the previous care that lad- 
been bestowed on the minutest points of etiquette.: 
The utmost splendour of the court ^d been di** 
played on the occasion ; and I was credibly hi-» 
formed, that "the non-appearance of his majesty- 
was neither customary when a foreign mkusl^e 
from a sovereign state was to be introduced, nor 
owing to any accidental preventi<m; bui that it 
was a matter predetermined, in order to afford a 
pretext for spreading abroad that the representa-, 
tive of the English nation had delivered his des- 
patches, and rendered tribute (for so they deno- 
minated the presents) without being honoured by 
an interview of their king. These apparent indi- 

' cations of arrogance, which- were not diminished: 
by the imworthy artifice of making me believe that 
his majesty was to have received in person the 
letter from the Govemor-^general, as coming from . 

, a sovereign and an equal power, gave me reason-* 
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able grounds to be dissatisfied with the manner in 
wlttcb the ceremonials had been conducted, and 
Blade me suspect the real light in which it was the 
wish of the court that I should be considered. As 
nothing degradkig to my pubMc character, how- 
ever, hoA yet been avowed, I refrained from any 
lormal deduction of mysaitim^nts till subsequeitt 
circumstances c<mfirtaed my conjectures, and ten- 
dered ail explaBfltion unavoidable. 

We did not arrive ai our dwelling In thd grOve, 
iSi past three, o'clodc. In bur way home, the 
^ctstcm were few, in eomparisoti wriff the num- 
bers collected to ga^e at us when we went. The 
day had been oppressively hot \ we were liever- 
tfceleai liighly gratified by the scene we had be- 
Md, which was uncommonly splendid, and in 
ef^ry respect suHed to the dignity of an imperial 
court. The evening, however, proved cool ; and 
refrei^niig breezes recompensed ti6 for the sultri- 
ness of the day, the transactions of which suppli- 
ed an interesting topic of conversation nntil the 
hdor of repdse. 
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Tut next morning, August 31st, the Shawbunder 
of Rangoon, and Baba-Sheen, waited on us with 
information, that, as our formal introduction was 
now past, I mights command elephants and horses 
to. go wheresoever I pleased ; and that they had 
receiyed an order to attend, and to show me what- 
ever was most worthy the notice of a stranger. 
tThey intimated also, that the Engy Teekien, or 
lieir^apparent, was to hold a court on the follow- 
ing day, for the purpose of our introduction, and 
,timt our attendance would be expected about the 
iiour of noon. These instructions they had re- 
ceived from the Maywoon of Pegue ; to whom I 
-wrote in reply, that as the stipulated formalities, 
which Bad been agreed to by all parties, had been 
infringed on the preceding day, it became neces- 
sary, before I could accept of the prince's invita- 
tion, to receive a positive assurance that they 
would be better observed on this occasion. I 
likewise represe|ited the conduct of the Sandoh- 
gaan as obviously disre4>ectful, and hoped that he 
. wpuld not be allowed to odiciate again on our in- 
troduction ; but, above all, I desired to be expli- 
citly, informed, whether^ or not^jthe Engy Teekien 
purposed to appear in pecson, without which I 
could not possibly think of attending his court. 

To ^his letter I received a civil reply, in the 
l^envsLii language, assuring me that 9ome part of 
what to me seemed objectionable, originated in 
mistake ; that the Sandohgaaa should be confined 
fc»r his improper conduct ; and that the prince in- 
tended to receive me in person. These assurances, 
coming from such a quarter, were perfectly satis- 
^pu:tory. 

Since my arrival, I had been apprised of a cu:- 
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cumstanee, of which I vmB before unaware, 
it was customary for a person in a public capadt^r 
to present somethiiig of the manufoetiire of faiB 
country, or some rarity, to each member of tfa* 
royal family to whom he is introducad. It vfm 
likewise usual, though not indispensably necea^r 
sary, to pay the same complin^nt to the chief i]^ 
nisters and the principal officers of the coort. Thit 
present, being no more than a piece or two «f 
muslin, or silk, was too trifling to be regarded hf 
the individuals for its value. It was, nevertheleaa^' 
expected, and the omission would be conndermi - 
as unhandsome. In addition, therefore, to ^mb . 
things that I liad brought with me, I gave direct 
tions to purchase such articles, of European and 
Indian manufacture, as were most esteemed, and • 
, could be procured. These t allotted agreeably Uk 
the instractlons of Baba-l^een and the Shawbvra^ 
der, who were so good as to acquaint me with thtf 
estabhshed forms, and the proportion to be pra>« 
sented to each penon. * 

At nine Vdock on. the first of September, w« 
crossed ^e river, nearly with the same attendance 
as on the former day. In consequeiM^ of an ap-^ - 
plication I had made to the Maywoon of Pegue^ 
elephants were now provided for Mr Wood and 
Dr Buchanan. This was a circumstance -vHiich 
nether the gentlemen themselves nor I should 
have deemed of sufficient importance to deserve 
any attention, had myt the junior members of the* 
Chinese mnbassy been supplied with them ; but aa' 
these people paid such strict attentaon to die mi- ' 
nutest article expressive of native rank, I did 
hot think it right that the gentlemen with Mhe^ 
-should be considered m a degree inferior to the 
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BUberdiiiate members of a provilicial ddi^g6ti^!i, of 
iiplMeik an acquiescence, in a less dignified mode of 
oonyeyance than the Chinese were allowed, woiild, 
OB my part, have been a tacit admission. 
' We proceeded through ihe city by"the route we 
{KOBiied before, with the presents carried in front, 
aad obs^ving the same oraer of procession. Many 
of tbe houses were decorated with flower-pots and 
garlands, but the spectators were by no means so 
num^ous as when we made our first entrance. 
We dismounted at the toptof a street, within a 
fenr hundred yards of the surrounding wall of the 
prince 8 palace, where stages had been erected for 
omr canvenknce. From thence we were conduct- 
ed to the Rheom, which was situated .a- little to 
the right hand of tbe principal gate. There was 
aBOther building of a dbnilar kind opposite to us,^ 
which we were informed was used only for trials, 
and the transaction of public business; but tho. 
on» that we occupied was appropriated to cere-^ 
mony and state. In the formalities of this day, a 
rnmeh .more respectful demeanour wasMpreserved 
towards us, than on the former occasion, and we 
sat in the Rhoom with better company. Two 
Woondocks, the master of the elephants, and some 
ot^r o£Bcers bearing emblems of rank, attended 
ua; another Sandohgaan also officiated in the ce- 
remonials, ,and behaved very differently from the 
peiaon whose manners had been so offensive, and 
whom I did not observe at .court on this day. 
This conduct fuUy compensated for the former in- 
dvility, though perhaps the Sandohgaan did not 
reopive any severe reprehension for what he had 
done*' 
Tbe king of the Biro^pos, who seems to have a 
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parent fbiidneM for all his chil^br«n, is «iMV*»^ 
particularly attached to tJie Engy TeeldeM, Mir 
ekleat prince ; and, with a liberal policy, hm grUflK* 
ed him a share in ihe government alaoost •quid M 
what he himself exerdses. The establishttMBttt of 
the heir-apparent is becoming his high station «b4 
futnre expectalaons ; and his Woon> or dMef ni* 
nister, stands among iJie foremoet of tlie BirtUA 
nobles in reputation for wisdom and i ate gi Uy ^ 

There was little in the etiquette of this day dtfi 
ferent itom' that of the risit to his Majesty^ Wi 
waited in the Rhoom until all the younger pnnMl 
had arrived, which they did, as before, in rotatiott^ 
beginning widi the jumw. The membuv of lilt 
royal family went within the gate^ beforo thigp 
alighted from then: i^phants and palanqukB ; • tali 
the ministers and the nobility dismouiitad on tlii 
outside) and proceeded on foot. After each pew 
son had entered, Uie gate was immediately dUrn^ 
and opened as soon as another yisitaiit preaenlad^ 
himsdf. When we adtanced to the gate, wo ei^ 
pected it would have been instantly thrown opiwii 
to admit us. A delay, however, occurred^ wlnelit 
at first I was inclined to attiibvte' to eome aoek^ 
dental circumstance ; but after I had 'waited aoMO 
minutes under a burning sun, finding that ttotl* 
was an unnecessary and apparently a studied pni^ 
traction, I turned round and walked towards llwt 
Hhoom. On this the door was immediately op«»** 
ed, and the interior coHOrt, on the right hand ohlib»^ 
gate, as we entered^ displayed several men damt^ 
ing in masquerade ; ^and on the left was a band'tt(> 
musicians, and as^ of dandng giris without madoiki 
A little farther on, were two handsome hoiMeft^t* 
one of masonry, with doora and windowa cloaoly 
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iiowtiling G«^Aic atmb ter e, flat vooM, and ef a 
feendmr, bvl hr item uiekgaBt, conslntclien ; th^ 
t l w r WW ^ wood. We were conducted to't^ 
littery «Rd aeeeAded into a capacious saloon, open 
on three sides. Here we found the court assem- 
Wed, nearly in tke same manner as at the Lotoo. 
Hie faai eonsisted of six -rows of pilliffs, set^n in 
mfdt row ; but there was neilh^ gilcKng nor paint 
bestowed vpen them, 8ud» omaments being strict- 
Ff >O0Bfified to the sovereigR and ihe priesthood. 
The naked pfllars gave a verf rude appearance to 
iIm apertoient, which was disadrantageoualy con- 
| w ^ l te d^wkll the brHlknt dresses of 'ijie courtiers; 
We occupied ^ same relatiye position to the rest 
of the asaetehly asat^e Lotoo, with tins dfffer- 
oiiee» that the gentlemen of the English mission 
hod ^le place -assigned to them which fhe Chinese 
deputies^ eitlier throc^h nnstaite or dengn, pos- 
•osaed otk ihe former dbj. Atone end of the sa- 
kxm, against a wainscot, stood the prince's sofa of 
alote, eoTered with embroidered cloth, and on each 
M»wen ranged sereral utensils of gold of a very 
]orgO-8ia9e;"8iicb as his beetle*box, cup, spitting- 
pot, ond water^flaggon. Above "die so^ there was 
m windc^w wlhe wainscot, six or eight feet from 
tlw gromid, with fbltfing shutters, that were closed 
viiea we entered - the haB. Soon after we hwi 
friten' our seats, four Bramins, dressed in ^ite 
saeerdotat garments, chanted a prayer that lasted 
ik-qasrter of an hour. Their ctevottons being fi- 
im^ed, llie window before mentioned suddenly 
iipeiMd» and discovered thft Engy Teekien seated 
Vtfntid it. The courtiers immediately bent their 
bodies, and sat in a crouching attitude, with their 
^^K johied. Hie Sngfish gentlemen joined their 
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hands lilse the test of the compsBj. The pnaaoe 
seemed to be about twenty-eight or thirty years of 
age, of an open countenance, and rather indined 
to corpulency; but of his person we could not 
judge, as his head and shoulders only were Tisi- 
ble. His habit, as much as could be seen of ity 
shone with gold, and he wore on his head a py- 
ramidical cap, that glistened exceedingly ; but of 
its real richness we could not f(»m any estimate, 
being at too great a distance. A list of the pfe- 
sents were then recited in a loud voice by a reader 
kneeling in front of the sofift; after which, UM 
silence prevailed throughout the assembly. Not 
a word was spoken by the prince. He noticed 
no one, but sat erect and motionless, without ap- 
pearing to look either to the right or the l^ 
About a quarter of an hour elapsed in this dumJi 
interview, when on a sudden, by some agency in- 
visible to us, the windowHshutt^rs were closed, and 
we saw him no more. 

A very handsome dessert was then served up, 
on dishes spread on gilded trays. We tasted o^ 
several things, and, when the repast was ended, 
returned to the Rhoom, in which we remained un- 
til the royal fsunily passed by. ^ As much form was 
observed this day, as when the court assembled at 
the Lotoo ; and the demonstrations <^ respect ma- 
nifested towarcte the Engy Teekien, as well by has 
brothers as by inferior subjects, fell little shortrof 
what is .offered to the sovereign himself— ^a circum- 
stance that stiildngly evinces the wisdom and po- 
licy of the government. The Chobwas, or petty 
princes, who followed the royal feunily, were on 
this day very numerous. We were told, that thero 
were altogether fifty-ssix Chobwas d^ndexit oa 
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jthe Bi^man state. If this be tme, their, territories 
^must be very inconsiderable. On the present occa- 
sion the governor of Bamoo walked amongst them 
in procession, from which we concluded that he 
was a temporary regent ; a station to which the 
king occasionally appoints Birman oificers, when 
. the_ hereditary prince of the countiy happens to 
be a minor, or incapable of the administration of 
public affairs. 

The mother of the principal queen, named Mee- 
daw Praw, has already been mentioned as a prin- 
cess of high dignity, venerable for her yeai*s, and 
illustrious from the affinity that she bears to the 
royal family. Her sister had been the wife of the 
&mous Alompra, the deliverer of his country ; and, 
her daughter being espoused to the reigning mo- 
narch, she stands in the double relation of aunt 
and mother-in-law to- the king. I had been ap- 
prised, that a visit to this lady would be an accept- 
able mark of respect to his majesty ; and as the 
rank she bore gave her precedence over all the sons 
of the king, except the heir-apparent, it was pro- 
per that I should wait upon her before I paid my 
respects to the junior piinces. I gladly embraced 
the opportunity which this offer gave me, to attend 
the drawing-room of an Asiatic princess, and pro- 
mised myself much gratification from a sight so 
uncommon among the jealous nations of the East. 
When the ceremony at the palace of the Engy 
Teekien had ended, it was not more than two 
o'clock, and there was yet sufficient time to wait 
upon the Meedaw Praw, who, we were informed, 
had made preparations to receive us. Mwmting 
our elephants, we went in form' to attend her, and 
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foond hit possessed of a very handsome mansldii 
iti the neighbourhood of the imperial palace. It 
wad situated in the centre of a com*t, stirromided 
by a palisade, at the gate of which there was a 
stage erected for omr coxlvenience in alighting. We 
entered the enclosure withont any of the parade 
observed in our former visits. At the bottom of 
the stairs we put off our shoes, and ascended into 
a handsome hall, supported by several lofty piBar^ 
At the farther end a portion of the floor was ele- 
vated six or eight inches, and separated by a nesdk 
balustrade from the rest of the room. Within this 
space, under a white canopy, was placed a large 
cushion of blue velvet IHnged with gold, on a car- 
pet covered with muislin. There was a numerous 
assemblage of both sexes, but particularly women^ 
sitting round the baluscrade. As soon as "^ en- 
tered, a space was immediately vacated for us to 
occupy, in front of the door and opposite to ihk 
cushion. Aftear we had been seated a few minutes', 
'the old lady came forth from an inner aplotment^ 
and walked slowly towards the elevated seat^ sup- 
ported by two female servants, whilst another held 
up her train. Her long white hair hung loose upoii 
her shouldors, but she wore neither covering n<Mr 
ornament upon her head. Her, dress, which was 
extremely fine, without being gaudy, became her 
advanced years and high dignity. It consisted of a 
long robe of white muslin, and over her should^ 
was thrown a sash of gauze, embroidered with 
sprigs of gold. She advanced to where the cushion 
was placed, and took her seat on the carpet, sup- 
porting her liead on her arm that rested on the 
pillow, whilst the two feiuale attendants, neatly 
pressed, kneeling, one on each side, fenned^h'er with 
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Vmg gU<lfi^ fe»9- Erery p^son ^eeo^ecl lip#y feof 
p^found re9pacl;, and wh«» she ^B^eireci, both i^eu 
find womoii bent their bodies in the attitude of 
^hiqission* I had brought, as a token of my ve*. 
aeration, a string of peaii and some fine muslin. 
The S&ndobgaan announced the offering, and en^- 
me^ited the articles with a iQud voice, entreating, 
m my name, h^r gracious acceptance of them- She. 
looked at the English gentlemen with earnestness^ 

Silt ^ep^ed eatirely to disregard the Chinese, al- 
^ong^ their dres^ was much ];nQre showy t)iaa 
ours* Her manner was, on thia occasion extremely 
9Qmplai^ant^ and she asked several queiitions, such 
a^, what were our names? how we were in health?^ 
^lu^t were our ages ? On being informed, she ob- 
U^ngly said she would pray that we might attain, 
as great a longeyity as herself ; adding, that nhe, 
i^ reached her seventy-second year. I did npt^ 
perceive, amongst the numeroua company that at-, 
^n^^d, apy of the junior princes, or of lie prin-. 
dpal ministers, although there were several per- 
aonagea q{ distinction. After she had retired, a 
yiery hand^me dessert was served up. The fruits, 
and preserves were delicious* Whatever China, 
cpuld yi^ld, was united with the produce of their 
own country. Having tasted of various dishes, 
1^6 withdrew without ai^y cer^mpoy. ; and as none 
of the royal family were present, there was no ne- 
cessity to delay our departure. We accordingly 
JBtoroed home, a good deal oppressed by the heat^ 
of the weather^ and wearied by- the repetition of 
t^lioua formalities. 

On the two following days wp visited the frincea 
of Prome, of Bassiien, of Tongho, and of Pegahi^, 
t^Ues. ta|ien from tlje pf<Qvincea over which they. 
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respectiviSly preside. These brothers are not all 
by the same mother. The Piince of Prome alone 
being full brother to the Engy Teekien, or heir- 
appafent. In the course of oiu* visits we had a 
1)etter opportunity than before of viewing the 
streets and buildings, the former of which were 
invariably laid out in straight lines, crossing each 
other at right angles. The houses in general dif-" 
fered little from those of Rangoon. They were 
all covered with tiles, and on the ridge of tbe roofe 
was a long range of earthen pots, filled with water, 
in readiness to be broken in case of fire. The few* 
houses of brick and mortar which we saw were' 
said to belong to the members of the royal family.*' 
Row'^ of trees were planted in several streets, five 
or six feet in front of the houses, forming a shady 
walk for foot passengers. As the younger princes 
do not assume the state of royalty, our reception 
was much more gay and less ceremonious at theii^ 
palaces, than at that of the Engy Teekien. At the 
piilace of the Prince of Prome, or, as he is termed, 
the Pee Teekien, the preparations made for otir 
entertainment were extremely splendid. When the' 
gate of the enclosure was thrown o{)en to admit us, 
we were surprised with a view of a lane of ele-* 
phaQts on one side, and of horses on the other :' 
there were fifteen of the former, s6me of which' 
surpassed in size and beauty any I had ever seen.' 
The horses were more numerous, and several of 
them very richly caparisoned. Passing through" 
these, we came to an open space, where rope-' 
dancers and tuniblers were performing in the opett^ 
au*. We stopped to look at them, but observed 
nothing remarkahle in their feats : they were much^ 
inferior in agility to the tnmblers of Southern In- 
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4ffit. One taany l\oweiyer^ sarpxwed hs a. gnod deaU 
% applying the popit of a spear to his Moulder, aad- 
i]^!^ tb^ otl^er end against a.pilli^v thus pvishingi 
<|p. if, apparently with great force, miti} he bent. 
>^ brplqs, a. thick shalL This he effected withowti 
pjercii^ bis owp, skin,- which, tliQ^h the spear wasv 
VfA. yeiy sharp, must have been wonder^ly firm: 
tj)L bare. resisted suqh evident violence. 

While we were viewing the sports, a mescage. 
was bro^i^t from the prince, to acquaint.ua that 
t^Bve people had been protcnred lor our amusement^ 
ai|4 that, .after we had satisfied our curiosity, he. 
i^i^ild.be glad to see us. We immediately proK 
ceeded to the hall of reception, which was a hand<^ 
8(i^e wooden building but. not so large as that of 

^(.el(ler brother. At the upper end there was a. 
curiously gilded, and deco(rated with pieces^ 
of , mirror, di/sposed in such a manner as to produce 
ai^lfypR^^ flfl^t- None of the voy^l family were 
p^fSK^i^ af^ we did not observe aqy of the Woon-r 
gf^ inr^ Attawoons* A few minutes after we had ' 
^9}^ ojoi seats, the prince euteced, splendidly 
d^[ip^sed. He proceeded to his jro&l with much so* 
I^IQI^, and spoke only a few words. We were^ 
aa^ usual, entertained with a handsome dessert, of 
w)uch.tl^ imnce himself solicited us to eat. Am 
Booi^ as ,hfi withdrew, our attention was called to 
a /select cpmpany of figurepdanc^^ wha had con^ 
m^^nced their performance in the virando, or bid* 
cony of the hdl. This blind of females did not at 
alt^iiscredit the, festival of a prince. Three of the 
number were beautiful, and moved with graceM 
ea9^ in perfect liarmony to the music Their outer 
dreaa was a flowing robe made of trai^spareat gauase 
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delicately embroidered with flowers of gold dnd 
silrer, and a profusion of gold diains encircled tfadr 
necks and arms. We remained a qnarter of. an 
hour beholding this elegant spectacle, and then 
returned to the place where our elephants were 
waiting. The Prince of Prome is in person rather 
above the middle size. His age does not exceed 
twenty-seven or twenty-eight years; and, like Wb 
elder brother, his appearance promises future cor- 
pulency. His countenance is naturally cheerfid 
and pleasing, which we were told was the true in- 
dex of his mind. He bears an excellent character, 
and is said to be much esteemed in the province 
over which he immediately presides. 

Our next visit was to the Prihce of Tongho, by 
whom we w^re received with every mark of at- 
tention. His dwelling was much inferior to those 
of his elder brothers, and the attendance was com- 
paratively small. There were, however, a number 
of state, elephants paraded in the court-yard, and 
we passed through a line of musketeers, drawn 
lip in single files on each side. This military array' 
had a very singular appearance. Hardly any two. 
were dressed alike, and some of them were with- 
ouf any other clothing, than a fillet tliat encircled 
their head, and a cloth rolled i^ound their waist. 
Through respect, they were all seated on their 
heels, some with their firelocks shouldered, and ' 
otliers with the butts resting On the ground. Here 
also we found tumblers, musicians, and dancers ; 
and there were two carriages in waiting, hand- 
somely gilded, with a pair of horses harnessed to 
• each. These vehicles were of a light construction, 
on four wheels, open at the sides, and covered ■ 
with a convex canopy. Hie prince sat on a gild- 
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ed chair : he wap a slender man, and apfpeared to 
be older than the Prince of Prome, whom he is 
oidiiot to resemble in any particular. The power 
which this- prince possesses must be considerable, 
as his gOYemment, formerly the independent king- 
dom of Tongho, is rich, extensive, and populous ; 
and the fort of Tongho is, at the present day, 
deemed the strongest in^ the empire. Persons of 
rank, we observed, were here permitted to intro- 
, ^ce their beetle-boxes and spitting-pots, which 
was not the case at any of the other courts. Our 
yisit being concluded, we returned home. The 
heat during the early part of this day had be^ 
very intense ; but a refreisbing shower towards 
evening cooled the air, and rendered the night 
pleasant. We were not surprised, vfixen we came 
back, to learn that the senior of the Chinese em- 
bassy had died during our absence, as he had been 
so ill in the morning that hh colleagues declined 
taking a share in the ceremonials of the day. 

On the following day, at the customary hour, 
we crossed the Jake, and proceeded with the same 
• attendants as before to the house of, the Prince of 
Bassien. His dwelling was very handsome, and 
the pillars of his hall, which the law prohibits liim 
either to gild or palnt^ were covered with flowered 
satin. Many men of rank graced the assembly, 
and some who wore high militpiy insignia ; but 
none of the royal family or the principal ministers 
'were present. The prince seemed a very awkward, 
bitshful youth, about seventeen years of age. - The 
situation of his government, which extends along 
the sea-coast as far south as Cape Negrais, gives 
hiin the power either to obstruct or assist, in a 
niaterial degree, the merchants who trade to Bas- 
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sien a»d, ships being, sgmetwpc», c^iged to t^S^ _ 
s^helter in the Negnds riyer, during, th^ adv^i^j 
in'onsoony his people have freqivent oppoi^tiu^tie^^ofj 
affording i^d to the distressed. After sitting SQ^^r 
minute8> and finding he iy.as not inclined tp he^ip^ 
a discourse, I broke throngh the general sil^nce;,^ 
by addressing him in a complimeptary manner^ ex- 
pressing acknowledgment of the' kindness. whic^^ 
had been extended by the officers of, his gpvem-^ 
ment to British merphants and mariner^ as vf'^ly 
as my reliance on his futi^re influence i^ their far. 
Your. I spoke in the language of Hii^dostan^ aw^ 
each sentence was translated by Baba-Sh^en. Thei, 
prince was embarrassed. He twiqe attempted. tpi, 
reply, but had not the power. Two of . his cour- 
tiers o-ept towards Inm, and, m a prostrate attitude ] 
near the foot of his seat, si;^ested what, the^y con- . 
ceived he oi^ht to say. Their, aid, however, was^ 
ineffectual. His highness could not utter a eo^ ^ 
nected sentence. At length his Woon, or. chiiet* 
minister, relieved him, by making an^appoi^^ ^^V^J- 
in. his name. Our entertainment was nearly the^y 
same as at the houses of the other ponces. Fron^ 
hence we went tp the palace of the junior prince^ 
entitled Pegahm Teekjen; a title derived from |^he. ^ 
ancient city of that name, which is the seat of his , 
government. He seemed livelier th^n his brot^^^ 
whom we had just left, and hii? Wooija wa^ a v«ry^ . 
venei:able pei*sonage. On this occas^om the repast^ 
differed in one particular from any we had yet re- 
ceived. A roast fowl was introduced, no doubt in 
compliment to us ; and as their religion does not 
forbid them to eat meat, Kut only prohibits the 
slaughter of animals for the purposes of food, ther^ 
was no crime in the act of serving it up to us, or 
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partaking of it themselves. The only question was, 
how the bird came to be deprived of life ? to 
which, no doubt, an exculpatory answer could have 
been given. This, however," was a matter which 
it did not become us to discuss t it was certainly a 
handsome and liberal testimony of their desire to 
provide what they thought would be agreeable to 
their guests. 

In addition to the band of dancing girls that 
perfonned here for our amusement, there were two 
comedians, who recited passages, and exhibited 
rarious distortions of countenance; but they were 
hi inferior ' to the inimitable performer we had 
seen at Pegue. 

Having finished our introductory visits to the 
different members of the royal family, we had now 
leisure to gi'atify curiosity, by viewing whatever 
the capital contained, that was most deserving the 
notice of strangers. Jhe day not being far ad- 
Tanced, we walked from the palace of the prince 
of Pegahm, to see the Piedigaut Tick, or royal 
Hbrary, It is situated at the north-west angle of 
the fort, in the centre of a court paved with broad 
flags, and close to a very handsome Kioum, or 
monastery. Before we entered the library we as- 
cended the Kioum, and found the inside correspond 
with the external appearance. The building was 
spacfous and richly gilded. The pillars, the ceil- 
ing and the pannels, were entirely covered with 
gold leaf; and the image of Gaudma shone with 
brilliant lustre. A balustrade of wood, minute- 
ly and beautifully carved, protected the image 
ftom intruders. On the pannels of the waUs 
were represented figures of inferior agents of the 
dtvinity, and of prostrate Rhahaans in the ^t of 
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devotion. The^ were all shaped in fret-,worH ia 
tlie wood, and were ot no contemptible worl^raan- 
enip. A well wrouglit foliage of the same border- . 
ed the pannels. The image of G^oidma^ in t(^^ 
iCloum^ was large, and n^ade of marble. I^ wa^ 
sea^d on ^ broad pedestal, entirely gilded, in ^n^ 
of which, wi^^hin the balustrade^ stood a haniJ^sQi^ 
girandole of cut-glass, of European ma,nufac^f^ 
Near the image, was a gilded couch, which we 
were informed, was the customary bed of the wyp^- 
cipal Rfiahaan^ or head of all the Bii*|nan prie9jl|'^ 
hood, when he chose to pas^ the night in th^ (^rL 
which rarely happened. It wias splendidly ^t\ 
the bottom, however, was only a bare boanL J?iV. 
lows V(eTe not wantmg, for there were two ; ^i4: 
' t^hey were made of wood. A mat spread qq if)^ 
floor is the highest luxury of repose in wbi^. ti^ 
Rhahaans indulge. 

From the Kiouiji we proceeded to. visit thje, adr, 
jacent library. It is a large' brick building, raised^ 
on a terrace, and covered by a roof of very com-^ 
pound structure. It consists of one square vi^n^ 
with an enclosed virando, or gallery, surroiiBdif^g^ 
it. This room was locked.; and as we had not| 
brought a speciajl order for seeing it, the persoiij 
Ivlio had fh^ care of the library said that he \jir^ 
liot at liberty to open the doors, but assured t^ 
that there was nothing in the inside different ^o^ 
witat we might see in the virando, where a nuQir 
her of large chests, curiously oma^^^nted witK 
gil(iing. and japan, were rangedv in regiolar ordei^ 
aj^inst t^e wall. 1 counted fifty, bul^ therQ \|^er^» 
njany more, probably not less than a^ h^<]^ef|^. 
'tri^ boj^jks were regularly classed, and, the copt^ntii! 
®F *^acb chest were written in gpjdj lett^ on, the' 
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Bd. The librBrian opened two, and showed me ^iinte 
■Very beautiful writing on thin leaves of ivory, the 
maV^bte of which were ornamented with flowers of 
^Id, neatly e^iecuted. I saw also sonde books 
written in the ancient PalH, the religious text» 
Every thiiig seemed to be arranged with perfect 
legtiiarity, arid I was informed that there were 
b6bks upon divers subjects — more on divinity thaii 
ba any other. But history, music, medicine, paint- 
fiig, and romance, had their separate treatises. 'The 
Volumes were disposed under distinct heiids, regu- 
Isj^y humbered ; and if all the other chests were 
is well fllled as those that were submitted to our 
hiffl)ection, it is not improbable that his Birman 
majesty may possess a more numerous library than 
tiny potentate from the banks of the Danube' t^ 
llie borders of China. 

It was late when we returned home, and our 
repose was disturbed by a renewal of the noises 
which the Chinese were accustomed to make. They 
sounded all n^ht, on loud gongs, the flmeral kneU 
of the departed ambassador, uttering at intervals 
]ibrr%Ie cries and lamentations. One of the moum^ 
et^ iriiitated with his voice the howling of a. do^. 
06 naturally, that all the curs belonging to the boat* 
^leople, and the Cassay huts in our neighbourhood, 
jcnned in the chorus. Our proximity to these per* 
flonages proved to us a* source of great molesta* 
lion. 

Aboiit ' this time a h^dicrous circumstance' hap- 
pened, which only deserves notice, as it tends t6 
Olnstrate the character of the people, and sho\i^s to 
wiiat ah abject state despotic tyranny can debasi 
the human mind. The Engy Teek^, <Mf princA 
royaTy took a pleasure in collecting foreign/ b^iosW, 
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Among others, he had procured male goats from 
almost every country of the East. A flock of 
these, consisting of more than :durty, were sei^t 
to feed on the border^ of the lake, near our/ dwell- 
ing. We happened to have three or fom" she-goati, 
that had, been brought from Bengal for the sake ^f 
their milk. AUm-ed by the bleat of the females, 
the whole iflock of males one night broke through 
the paling, and made a forcible irruption into 01^ 
court. The suddenness of the attack, at such aa 
hour, surprised us not^ little. I got up, and o^ 
dered the BIrman guards th^t were posted at the 
gates to drive them away, which they attempted 
to do by shouting at them, but without any effect^ 
fis the animals, some of which were very large, had 
.now become fiuious, and after fighting with each 
other, began to rush through our houses. I thea 
desired the Birmans to make use of sticks,* bi^ 
this they positively refused, saying that the goat^ 
were " praws, " or lords, meaning that they wei« 
ennoUed by belonging to the prince, and that no 
person daicvd, on any account, offer injury to theqi. 
Having no other alternative, we armed ou^ ser- 
vants and the soldiers with large bamboos, whf 
^subdued these troublesome invaders, though not 
without much difficulty, and some risk, whilst the 
Birmans lifted up their hands and eyes in astonish- 
ment at our temerity : th^ praws, however, were 
severely beaten. Having at length got rid of 
them, I returned to rest, and heai'd no more of 
the matter. 

The intense heat of the three days spent in ihe 
formalities of visiting the princes, made nie post- 
pone any further ceremonials until the 6th of the j 
month (September), which day was appointed to 
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pay our respects to Seredaw Poundage©' Praw, or 
the arch priest of the Birmaa empire. In the inter- 
joediate time, a difference of opinion arose in re* 
gard to the etiqu^^ c^ compliments, in which I 
did not think myself at liberty tov depart from what 
2 ccmsidered an attention due to my puhlic cha^ 
racier. 

The grand ruling coimcil of the Binnan nation 
^lias aheady been described as c<msisting of four 
efaief members entitled Woongees, and four ju- 
nior members, called Woandocks, betwe^ whom 
theiie is a wide disparity of rank. The place of 
third Woongee was yac^t, and llie junior bears 
irery small comparative importance with the two 
amiiors, who,' in fact, govern the empire. These 
personages, whose power is so great, possess a 
COTTPspcnp^g degree of pride. The governors of 
provmces are, in their esteem, men of little conse^ 
qmace^ and, are often treated by these ministers 
with excessive arrogance, which is not solely con- 
&ied to those whose situation and expectations 
l^ace them in a staAa of dependence, but is indis- 
crinEM^ately extended to all ; nor could I hope to 
be exempted from receiving a share in common 
with others. I was informed, that aft^r paying 
my respects to the royal family and the Seredaw, 
h was expected that I should wait on the two se- 
nior Woongees, and offier them in person the cus- 
tamary presents. I observed, in answer, lltat I had 
no objection to paying these ministers a mark of 
attention by the trifling present wliich usage had 
established ; but to wait on them at their houses, 
unless I received an asi^irance that ^my visit would 
1^ returned, was a ceremony I begged leave to 
• VOL* IX. M 
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decHtie. This intimatkm, I injAginey was ra^Mi' 
a diMtppointment to lliein, as nnidi pmns wi^. 
taken to induce me to idt^ my resolutkm'. I ho#c 
iBver revised to concede, but I ofifeiM Ibrmeet ^bett 
at the house of the; May^odn of Pegne ; ft ptib^ 
posal from wfaieh they dissent^, remarking, "AaJI 
to visit me would he more eligible than to go l<$ 
fSie Maywoon*s house. I replied, that our ^^rma^ 
lities y^&re not leA strict thati theirs, and that f 
could no more relinquish mfy chdm to the re^pe^ 
due to my public station, l(hati ^he^ could des^Ud 
from their elevation i fmd 1 saw no remedy iflileM 
^y themselves chose to apf/Iy that "whAdli was Sb 
fheir own powe)*, xttd Hrhkh they niu^ he s^nsSiU 
1 had a right to require/ Finding thaft I wM nol 
^(^iined to yield, Aey retfuested, if I could atfi 
visit them in person, thai I "^(drhld aUowHlbe ditwr 
gentlemen to pay ^em llie -i^idmipHmeht ; a '4^iM 
to which I retbdily acceded, as We31 fronf a wU 
to open a channel of c6mnmnicfttion, as to imiii^ 
fest on my part a COnciHatory dispcfsitioft. TfS 
Wood and Dr Buduutan oblMngly made no tfih 
jefction. I therefore ansWered that the gentlifneki 
would wait on them, and expressed my regret ^M 
I was deprived of the same pieasure. 

During this interval of rest, ^e governor df 
Bamoo frequently feVoured me wi^ a visit, his 
business bringing liim almost da% to the i^^detice 
of the Chinese. By his desire, I sent them coni> 
pKments of condolence, with a piece of coaivt 
^hite musliA, which, it seems, is the etiquette olr 
such occasions. On one of these days ^e Bamoo 
governor brought with him the chart of his jtMr^ 
*cy to Pekin, te he had formerly promised ; ft 
was delineated in a cuHous manner mi « adrir dC 
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Untek pa{)er Gomaumly used by 4he BirmBns, oii 
w)»ch tliey write with a pencil na^de of stet^tite, 
at 90$p-8toBe^ . The pbu^s w^e dist^inctly marked ; 
|i9$]iot having aay scale, .the measnremeAt wa| 
Ajttrenejiy coisfiiBed^ .and so disproportioiiate that 
ft was ioipossiHe tp judge of distances with ,auy 
^tegpree of precision. We cou^d, however, trace 
Ub pnogresa throipgh the Chii(iese dominions in the 
^^lesuits map ilM ia prefixed, to Du Halde's ac- 
fOQol of ChiBa, 

, Om the day a^^oiated for our wt to t(|e Sere; 
daVTy we took boat at seven in the morning, and, 
attended by our usual retinae, crossed the lake* 
One of the surviving Chinese also accompanied u^ 
Balii^Skoeny the Shawbunder of RapgooU) and 
•<me Birmai^ officers, piet us on the opposite .hank» 
wberie. our jelephants were waitings When we ap* 
ppoadied the causeway or bridge, instead of cross- 
ing it» we turned t^ the tefl;, i^id proceeded closi^ 
lotbe ditch, parallel with the if est face of th^ 
Ibrly tiU we came^ to- the north-west ang}e. At 
lUa place the river approaehea so near to ^e walls 
aa t# render a continuation of the ditch imprac- 
•tiei^le* We then went al(mg the porth side, pasf- 
h^ on our, left a handsome kioum crowned with k 
ipkled {NQsath or spire, . which we were tpld liad 
JbMfi M:«etedby Meedfi^ Praw, the venerable lady 
4rlM»m we liad visited* . On arriting at the nonC 
mat eoraer, we oWrved at sone distance o^ th^ 
^bia another r^igious edi&e. of distinguished 8p)e% 
dkuiv digged by the title of l^ioumdogee, or rpyal 
jttfttvesit, where, we w^[e informed,, the Seredavf ' 
«r ddaf priest intended to receive us, and not ^ 
Mb usual residbnice, which was at a kieunp abo«^ 
two fioilea £»rcber. The articles I designed to pr^ 
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sent ta hini having been sent forward to Mb (Site- 
ternary abode, we were obliged to wait in an ad- 
joining bouse until they could be bought Intefc 
Being f)repared, we were conducted into a spadoim 
court surrounded by a high brick wall, in the cen- 
tre of which stood the Moum, an edifice not less 
extraordinary from the' style of its architecture, 
than magnificent from its ornaments, ajjd from t^ 
gold that was profusely bestowed on every parc'' 
It was composed entirely of wood, and the roofe, 
rising oie above another in five distinct stories, 
diminished in size as they advanced m height, each 
roof being surrounded by a cornice curiously carv- 
ed and richly gilded. The body of the building; 
elevated twelve feet from the groimd, was support^ 
ed on large timbers driven in1» the earth after the 
manner of piles, of whidi there were probably 
150 to "sustain the immense weight of the supers 
istructure. On ascending the stairs, we were hoi 
less pleased than surprised at the splendid appeal*- 
ance which the inside displayed. A ^ded brfu- 
strade, fantastically carved intd various shapes taoA 
■figures, encompassed the outside of the platform. 
Within this there was a wide gallery that compii^ 
hended the entire circuit of the buildmg, in wMc^ 
many devotees were stretched prostrate on the 
floor. An inner raiHiig opened into a noble haH, 
supported by x;ol<ftmades of lofty pillars ; the ceff- 
tre row was at least fifty feet high, and gilded 
frt>m the summit to withm four feet of the badel^ 
which was lackered red. In the middle of thfe 
hall there was a gilded^ partition of open latticed 
work, fifteen or twenty feet high, idiich divided 
it into two parts, from north to south. Tlie sp^ 
i>etween the pillars varied from twelve to sixteea 
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feety and the number, ineluding those that bujh 
poited-the gslleriesy appeared to be not fewer tliaB 
one knndredy which, as they approached the ex- 
liemities, diminished in hei^t ; the outennoet row 
not exceeding fififceen feet. The bottom of these 
waa cased with sheet lead, as a defence against thei 
weather. A marble image of Gaudma, gilded, and 
sitliiig on a golden throne, was placed in the een-* 
of llie partition; and in front of the idolj lean^* 
iBg against one of the pillars, we beheld the Se- 
redaw sitting on a satm carpet. He was encoM-^ 
passed by a circle of Rhahaans, from whom he 
could be no otherwise distingni^ed, than by hi9 
pneserving an erect position ; whilst the others bent 
^ir bodies in an attitude of respect, with their 
kinds joined in a supplicating manner. On enter- 
ing 4ie hall, the Birmans and the Chmeee who ae- 
companied us proslnited themselves before the fi<« 
^ure of Gaudma, after which they kneeled dow% 
and made their reverenoe to the Smdaw, touching 
the ground with their forehead% whilst we took 
mar seats on fine BKBta that were spread at a little 
distance from him. He recMved us with much 
politeneBS, and in his IchAx and demeanour affected 
jBore HTeliness and complaisance than any of the 
Amtemity I had hitherto seen. His appearance 
denoted him to be about forty years ef age ; not 
meagre and austere as they genmlly are, but fat 
and jocular. I presented to him my ^offering, which 
consisted of a piece of yellow eloth, the sacerdo* 
tri colour ; some sandal wood, and a few wax-can- 
dles covered widi gold \&d. He asked several 
qmationB respecting England, such as how long the 
voyage usfnally was from thence ta India* Being 
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tddthis, he observed, that we were an estraor** 
dinary people to wander so for from home. I no^ 
ticed the magnificeace of the kioum : he replied^ 
that such sublunary matters did -not attract his at^ 
tention ; he was on earth but ^ a hermit. I de-^ 
sired his prayers ; he said they were daily ofifered' 
Bp for the happiness oi all mankind, but that he 
would recommend us to the particular protection 
of Gaudma. He made some obs^rations on oiir<* 
appearance, which I did not understand, andhe evea 
smiled ; a relaxation very unusual in a Rhahaasi'. 
We retired without ceremony, and, moimting our 
elephants, proceeded, along a wide road leading to 
^ northward, which soon brought us to an es« 
tensive plain, that seemed to stretdi in an uninter* 
mpted level to the foot of a range of mountains 
ten or twelve miles ^listant. The soil was a poor> 
clay, and the pasturage indifferent. We saw at a 
distance some fields of grain, and understood that 
capacious reservoirs hiui been constructed witk 
great labour and expense, by order of the kingft 
in the vicinity of the mountains, which enabl^ 
the inhabitants of the low countries to water die- 
grounds, and render the earth productive in a sea*' 
son of drought. Several kioums and villages wers' 
scattered over the plain; but when we had ad* 
vanced abont two &iles, religious edifices inerea**, 
ed, beyond our power to calculate the numben* 
The first that we entered v^as called KiM^baagi 
Kioum, or the Kioum of Immortality, from the* 
centre of which rose a royal piasath, to the height^ 
of a hundred and fifty feet ; tl»e -i'oofs were of diet 
customaiy complicated structure, one above an*, 
other. This was the place where the embalmed^ 
bodies of deceased Seredaws are laid in state. The' 
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hwiii&Skg resW on a terrace of brick, and was luit 
elevated on pillars, as kioums and dwelling-houses- 
mually are. The hall was very handsome,, about 
seventy feet square^ surrounded by a wide gallery* 
The roof t^^as sustained by thirty-six gilded pillai^ 
the central forty feet in height. Mais were spread, 
in different parts for the repose of the Rhahaans^ 
and on each was placed a hard pillow. There 
.:sras also a lauy containifig books on the duties oi 
Hbahaans, on religion, and the forms of religious, 
worahip. 

Having reste<l here for a short time, we next 
^ Yisited the kioum, which was ^e ordinary resid- 
ence of the Senedaw* Thi^ building far exceeded, 
in Mze and splendour, any that we had before seen, 
and is perhaps the most magnificent of its kind in 
ihe universe. It is constructed entirely of wood, 
mid resembles, in the sfyle of its structure and or- 
aamentSy that in which we had an interview w'^l\ 
ihe Sei'edaw, but was m^ch more, ^ spacious and. 
lofty. The numerous rows of pill^, some of 
Ibem dxty feet higb, all of which were covered 
with burnished , gilding, had a wonderfully splen- 
did effect. It would be difficult ,to convey, either 
in language or by pencil, an adequate description 
of this extraordinary edifice. Jbe profuse ex-. 
penditureof gilding on parts exposed to the wea- 
ther, as well as ui the inside, cannot fail to impress, 
H Granger with astonishment at the richness of the 
decoration, although he may not approve of the 
tMte with which it is disposed. I could not have, 
formed in my imagination a display more strildng-. 
ly. magnificent. This .kioum was also divided by 
a partition, which separated it in the middle from 
Hfirth to south. There was a !»nall room on on§^ 
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Mde, Hiade ef gSded boac^ wkkll w« were tidldL 
WW tlie bedchamber of tbe Seredaw. Mats weif^ 
spread 9a the outside for the attendant Bhabaaaft^ 
The igure of Gaudma was made of ci^per, and^ 
ad European girandole of cut-glass stood be£tir»; 
Im throne, ^ 

i Leavkg this buildings we passed through many^ 
i^ourts crowded withr smaller temples and kioums*; 
Sefveml gigantic images i^ Rakuss, the Hindoor 
demon, half beast half bumaa, made of brass, were^ 
showed to us, as composing a part of the spoils o| 
Arracan^ From the^^ we were conducted to % 
magnificent ^temple which is erecting for the image^ 
of Gaudma, that was brought from the same coua^ 
try. The idol is made of poEsl^ brass, about tei^ 
f)^t high, and sitting in die usual posture, on a^ 
pedestal within «d. arched recess. The walls ars^ 
gilded, and adorned with bits of different coloure^^ 
MTVOrs, disposed with much taste. Peculiar sane^f 
^ty is ascribed to this image ; and devotees re8or| 
from every part of iJie empire, t6 adore the AmK 
can Giaudma, whidi is not exposed at all hours ti^ 
tibe view of tlie vulgar. The doors of the t^ceia 
ire only op^ed wh«i persons of particular conse^^ 
quence come to visit it, or at stated times, to iiH 
dulge the populace. As we approached, a erowd 
<rf people thnmged after us v^th tumultuoms «i^ 
thufliasm* striving for admittance t0 x^er up a 
prayer to this brazen representative of the divinitjc^ 
' We so<m turned from these wretched fanatics, aa4 
^ke object of their stupid adoration, to view the na^ 
ble piasath, or royal spire, that crowned the builds 
lag, and attracted much m^e of our attention an4 
respect, than an image, from whidi even the sta^' 
^ttaiy could daim no praise. ^iThe spire roee 4a 
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WBrea sepvate stages above the roof of th^ kioum t 
and the gold leaf, which had recently been ap-> 
pB^/ glistening in llie sim-beam6> reflected a bnl- 
Kant histre. This*temple, with its auxiliary build* 
mgs, which are yet in an unfinished state, wiH^ 
when completed, be the most elegant in the em^ 
pire^ though peiiiaps hot so spacious as that which 
is the present residence of the S^edaw. Froiri 
hence we were conducted to what is. called the 
Chounda, or place for the reception and repose of 
strangers who come from a distance to ofler up tl^ir 
devotions. It communicates on the north side with 
Hie great temple, and is also a very beautiful speci- 
men of Buman architecture. It comprehends five 
long galleries, separated by colonnades, each consist- 
ing of thirty-four pillars j or two hundred and foUr al- 
together. The two central rows were about twenty- 
five feet high, but the external ones do not exceed 
fourteen. They w^e paitfted of a deep oimson 
jBppound, enlivened by festoons of gold leaf endr^ 
ding them in a veiy fanciful and pleasing manner^ 
kitd at a style much more confermable to Europe? 
sn taste tha!n an unvaried surfeee of gold. The 
ceiHng Hkewise was embelUshed with a profusii^ 
of carved work, executed with great k^pur and 
minuteness. Measuring by our steps, we judged 
the length to be five hundred and seventy-six feet, 
and the br^tdth of each distinct gallery about 
twelve— 4he central rather wider than ^ose on 
tSlher side. A low railing extended al^ig the 
oiler pillars, to prevent improper persons and dogs 
from defiling the place. It is built upon a terrace 
of brick, elevated th^e feet froln the ground ; and 
the floor is made of Chunam, or fine stucco, cora^ 
posed of Ume, pounded steatites and oil, thf^ co- 
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hMkm of which ferras a hand and amoMh^ witeftit 
4^ tlunes like marble *. Our,oiaidiielor infoiM 
iw, that iMa edtfiee had been lately oeected aktW 
sole expense of the senuir Woongea. It Aevtainlf «. 
iriBflecto credit on the projector, and ia an mBameiA 
to ihe country. • i 

The heat of the day, which had noifr ttfctalnd^ 
its greatest force, and our haying been m cp/smimi^ 
exercise from seven in the morning tiU.two.o'dodtf. 
in the ^iitemeon, rendered a jdace ^f r^Miae. es^. 
toemefy acceptaUe; and hero we not only epata^ 
ouraelves, hut likewise found a plentiful eaMOiAtm 
preppred foP ns. . Our conduotors, awaro ttefe the. 
attention of utrangers could not kil to btf enga^at' 
for some hours by such a multitude of new ani- 
striking objects, thought it would be more pmdeai 
i^X OS to wait under the shade of this hoBpitaMvi 
roof ^U the afternoon, than expose ourselFes vmj 
neeesMirily* to a burning fnnu We had . iHwigfat 
with us, at the instance of ow Maids, wine,, kraat* 
and butter, and cold fowl, to which the S&awbmi^. 
der had added a tureen of exodlent T«rnnoa9i' 
soup, and a tolerable good pillsw. We safe dttwn- 
t6 our repast about two oViook, and afttf it was 
finished, continued to redtne n^n our aaatsi until 
evening, fenned by a cool and refresfatng bcseas 
from the west, whilst we conveised, and contest 
plated the scene around. The erowd of pei^ik^i 
whom the novelty of our s^pearance had e«lleffl^^ 
ed, were neither intrusive nor troublesonae. ■ Ott 
such an occasion, in most other oeiuitiies of tha 
East, it is prc^ble that, from the pMJttdkev of , 

• The re&der piay see a particular account of the Chii^, 
nam aod its properties in Dr Ande]*sOfi's ** Kecreatiotas iA~ 
Agrieultui^, *• &c. 
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l%tMiyy we ^6fald nol bare Ibeeh sdBEbted to 'de- 
part without rece^itig sottie insmlt, ofr tecbarldii^ 
mtke indica^oto of coiitenbopt ; but tiere^ titdtt«4th- 
MjbKliBg wet entered^eir lno(»t santMed i^ecesff^; 
#e irwe ev^ wh^e tr^at^ with ttnifomd civi- 
lity. The prasence of those whd aeeompsEnied ni 
mi dotibti^ soBie infltience la cdmmandiiig the 
ttwe of the mitkitvfde ; and M their tespect was 
d^vii^ to this motire, it speaks hi^y for the state 
^ their police ; but I am incHnefd also td give 
Aetxk credit for a dispositvun nafarally kind and 
taievoleiit. . 

tn ihe afitemooik we returned home by the same 
Md that We came ; ahd our attention being lessT 
iBBgaged than ifi the morning, we had a better op* 
pertimity to judge of liie form and exteiit of thei 
hfttremSf as we passed along the n<nrth dde, firom^ 
OOB end to llie oth^r. 

* The fort of Ummerapoora is an exftt squire.' 
Ihe r o are four principal gates, one in 1^ cehtrc( 
of'esdi hce. There is also a smaUer gi^e oH 
eidi tiide of ike great gate, equicKstant between' it 
iriid tiie angle of llie feat, compriimg t#elve gatei^. 
ift «1L At eadi angle of the fort there is a larg^ 
(pMdbiniglilar bastion^ that projects considerably. 
Ttone are i^ eleven snialler bastions oi^ eftch 
mi»i indudin^ those diat are ovira* the gatewaiys. 
Hetween eadi of these baslions is extended a car- 
tain, about two hundred yards long. From iMrf 
dienladmi, a side of the fort occupies tw<y ^u-^ 
flftttd four himdred yards ; llie Binnans, however^ 
«aHed it foor liioussnd nine hundred roy^ enbbs*^ 
^rliiek'I conceive to be an exaggerated iMSConnl. 
fivery bastiea tsid gateway is cov#^ by a ijled 
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roof, suppmrted on foiir piUare of wood, to preveat 
injury from the lodgment of raim 

At each comer of the fort there is a gilded tom- 
ple, nearly one hundred ieeU in height, but so in- 
significant, comparatively, with those we had just 
seen, as not to attract particular notice. 

We could perceive, from our elephants, the roof 
pf a range of buildings in the inside, parallel to tl^ 
walls, and extending along one entire side^of the 
fort, which our conductors said was the puhlie 
granary and store-rooms. , : . . 

We arrivied at our grove half an hour, after daik, 
wearied by the heat of the w^idli^ and the exer- 
cise of the day, but gratified to the higlp^t djeg^ee 
with the multiplicity and extraprduwy ^lendour 
of the objects we had «een» Much. ,as we )^ 
^eard of die magnificence of their reUgiou^ buUd- 
ings, our expectations had been mosce thai^ full- 
ed. The«m)>ounded expen4itui*e pf ^Uding ;ivhich 
they bestow on the, outside of tlie rogfa, a^ mpU^ 
within, must exhaust immense, sums. . I was in- 
formed that the gold leaf is exceedingly pure, and 
bears exposure to the air for a long .time,, withpit 
suffering i^muy. , The size or glue used to make 
it adhere, is called Sees^ ; it is the jiuce of the 
a*oton sebiferum, after undergoing a, certfdn pc&- 
paration. This is the only manner in whick a 
people, naturally frugal and disinclined to luxiiry» 
seem to apply their superfluous wealth. It is to 
be lamented, that their edifices are m general co^ 
posed of such a perishable material as wood, yi^H^ 
•though of tho^ most durable kind perhaps in thia 
world, cannot last for many generations^ w If^i^ 
to posterity a monumental proof of the ta^t^ ^^.. 
»aa|;uificence oif the national architecture. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ItlASON TO HOPE FOB. A FAQSPEROUS' TBRMI- 

" -^AinON OF Tiffi EMBAfSSY-«-ArEBT WITH STI^Er 

> Kt/OUS OPPOSITION— ON WHAT GROUISDS^— 
VBSSSL A?IRIVES 4kT RANGOON FROMMAUt 

^ HITIUS— NEWS FROM EUROPE UNPLEASAN'V 
—INDUSTRIOUSLY PROFAOATEP— -Ml^ ^OaBf 

^ linlBIT»^:TIJ[E W0O>r6££S POLITE RECEPTION 

'U-.BBMARKABLB ClRdUMSTANCE — REQUIRE 

' 'Vq ' KNOW HIS majesty's PLEASUICE DAT 

APPOINTED FOR THE DELIVERY OF PRS^ENTS 
FROHf THE BIRMAN KINO— CONVERSATION A^ 
THE LOTO0-* ARROGANCE OF- TIpB^BIRMAK 

**-'f;OUIlT— ^RESOLVE TO REMONSTRATE UNCI- 

, VIL THEATMiJNT— MR WOOD PRESENTS A 
WRITTXN AVO SOLEMN D£CLARATION^-TER-> 

.'• MBNT CAUSED BT IT — FAVOURABLE CONCLU- 
1BIOK— A DAY APPOINTED FOR OCTR RECEP- 
TION BY* THE KING— -LIBBRAL RETURN OF 

. PRESENTS— DIFFERENT ARTICLES — PROCEED 

• TO t;hE PALAOE— rlNTRODUCTION-^JIALL OF 

* AUDIENCS— THE KING— OIIS DRESS— Pl:^SON 
' U-MANNER — RECEiyE OFFICIAL PAPERS IN 

ICHB RHOOM — ^FORMALXTY IN GONVEYIKG TH« 
'KINe'S LETTER— -RETURN. 

Whilst we were tihiis passiag our time in rhius^- 
aii4 the indulgence of our curiosity, 1^ 
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more impmlAiit interests of the mission were ti>t 
forgotten. The covmcil, I was informed, had hdd 
frequent deliberations on some general proposi- 
tions, which I' had submitted with a new to attist 
the mercantile interests of the two countries, sad 
place commerce on .a Hberal and secure basis.' '^I 
nad reason given me to conclude, that my snggi»- 
tions had met with a favourable reception ; and I 
was likewise Mermed, by an authority whi(#I 
cimceiyed to be competent, that it was intendM'^o 
depute a Birlnan officer of distin<^on m im offi^ 
capacity to Bengal, there to confirm, on the ^ 
of his Birman Mtgesty, the good understwi^ 
that was heiicefor^ to subsist between^flie ij&iki 
of Ummerapoora, and the Grovaimient-C^^sfenl^W 
• tn&. Assurances of this nature, together ^%to 
the attention paid to our private adcomm^dnlfti^, 
induced me to hope for a fietvourahle tennin«^ 
of the iiliission with which I was intnfeted. '1 

I soon found, "however, that the Attal6mi0A¥bf 
these objects, which were obviously caiei:dated^V> 
be of reciprocal edvantage to British India and ^ 
Birman empire, was opposed by the indirect alfti- 
fices of indlvidnJBlb possessing weight, • whose in- 
terests might ei^tuaity be afibcted by aiiy vMh 
vation, and who, on tlii&t account, sedulously fo- 
mented jealousy and distrust. I hloemse leanH^ 
that the pride of the court had been eariy awakeb- 
ed by a representation, that the govemtnenl*^ 
Bengal being provincial, and the Govemor-geiie- 
Tal, from whom I derived my commission, only^ 
subject of a king, it would iherrfore be derc^aMiy 
to die Birman monarch to laeat on terms of ^eqiia- 
Hty with an administration thi^ was' sid^onlhiaie, 
or to correspond with any person beneath Uie "dig- 
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i.l^tf of a crowned head. It is doubfe^ kowever^ 
twb^tlier the Binnan comt would have naaBifest^d 
jl|s sentiraeiits so unequivocally as to draw from 
jjpe a f(Hrmal explanation, had not circumstances 
l^^^ihaeqaently occnired wliich served to strengthen 
\ its arrogance^ and gave plausihility to the repre- 
. i^tations thai had heen fabricated to mislead. 
\ Matt^^ were in this state, when advice came 
I ^ the arrival of a small vessel $St Rangoon from 
^,tlie Isle of France^ vnder Birman colours, which 
hiou^t an unfavourable account of the situation 
jOf aSurs in Europe ; exaggerating the disappoint- 
jBient of the Allies on the Continent to a totaf de- 
)l9St; and adding, that the Dutch and Spaniards 
* Jiaring j(^nod the r^ubhcans, the utter ndn of the 
^Soigliih was not far distant. An obscure agent, 
:jnaijiitaiB(Rd i^ Rangoon by the French, transmitted 
;^t^ infmnation to a person of some official im- 
portance at the Binnan capital, who immediatdy 
;,j)roaralgated it with an addition, that a powerfrd 
tjkjfe^. was <m its voyage from France to India, and 
.^fhat lour French ships of war were trimnphantiy 
j^aiizmg in the Indian seas. 
.1 .This intdiligencei which^ was. assertsd with con- 
ilidenoe, wb» diKgently in^roved by the Armeniiin 
find Mussulman m^x^hants, who insinuated that, if 
.4mr presMEit overtures sprung not from treachery, 
.«thiey originated in fear ; at ibe same time renew- 
%iBg a report, which had more than once been cur- 
tW9tA, of a combination ol all the powers of India 
rj^ d^[nive Great Britain of her possessions in the 
/JB0Bt9 and to expel all Europeans frpm those shores, 
^wJliich they were refffesented to have first visited 
.,4ms merchants, and sdfiterwards invaded as usurpers. 
Althoogh the Birmans probably did not give im- 
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pUcit credit to the last mentioned nutiour, yet tb^ 
news firoi^ Europe, cooperating witK their &M 
.pride, determined them to persist in that arrogam 
iLssamption of superiority, which had hitherto h^ 
manifested rather in their actions than hf tf»^ 
Words. 

On the 7th of September, Mr Wood, in coA^ 
formity wiA the instructions he received, waited 
kin the two senior Woorigees, accompanied 1>y til 
Buchanan, and attended by a proportidn or tb^ 
jpublic servants. On his return, he addressed ail 
ofB^ial letter to me, by which it iappears, that, B 
l|i^ reception, no part of the respect due to Bfe 
ptibJic character was omitted ; whilst in the sdtf- 
citude Expressed for our personal wel^ste, tfa^ 
was displayed the refined politeness of a polished 
cotut. The cbnvertotiori that he held 1»dih tfife 
Woongees was nevertheless inarked by a circttnl- 
Btance whicK served to indicate more p6ihted!Jr 
the precise line that was intended to be toiwii.'^' 

On the day of my public introductioii at €fe 
Lotoo, it Wad ail omission too remarkable to €99- 
cape notice, that no inquiry whiettfevier httfl b^^ 
made respecting t^e Governoi'-general bf Ibdk^; 
por in the conversations which t aften^^ards heti 
with the several princes, was the lianie bf die feo^ 
Vemor-general once mentioned by ihetn. B^aSAf 
however, was not the caise at the interview 'li5i- 
tween Mr Wood and the Wobngei^s. ' Tlifes?^ irf- 
nisters inquired particularly concemirig SSi* S^^ 
Shore, and the younger Woon^ee detdried to Ite 
informed of the extent of the Govembr-generafa 
authority ; which implied, on hi^ part, either t^ 
or asisuihed ignorance. These questions also, i» 



BMdASSY *0 AVA. 149 

appeara from Mr Wood's report, did not arise 
horn the easual suggestion of ^he moment, but 
^ere all ju'econcerted and methodically arrai^d^ 
.The inferences therefore to be deduced from them 
were grounds on which I might form a judgm^at. 
They omveyed something more than a presump- 
^on of the real sentiments entertained respecting 
Mie delegatmg audiority under which I acted. 
.. Tliere being no plausible pretext for any longer 
delay, I pressed the Woongees to inform me what 
ins Mijesty 8 pleasure was r^arding the several 
.Mints whidi I had submitted to his council ; and 
mtimated the necessity I was under of obeying ^ 
,order8 of my own government, by returning as 
,^8peedily as was consistent with the objects for 
;:vhicii I bad been deputed. In rq>ly to this ap- 
^ication, I was appnsed, that the presents which 
liis Birman Majesty designed to send to Bengal^ 
in return for those he had received, would be pre- 
pared on the ]9th of September, on which day, 
if I would come to ike Lbtoo, they shouH be de- 
Jivered to me, matters of buBinessi might be dis- 
' cmBeif and I might &x. on whatever day I thoiight 
proper to depart. 

. With ibis desire I willingly acquiesced, as af- 
Ibrding me an opportunity of requiring to know 
\his Majesty's real sentiments, as well as the mo- 
tives that on their part gave rise to a conduct ef 
, 90 mysterious a nature. 

' -; Nothing passed in the interval, except that I re<^ 
. oeived intimation through a private and respect- 
; able cJiannel^ that the court, although no objection 
, would be formally stated, had come to a decided 
resolution of considering me as a person deputed 

n2 
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firavn a proyincisi and svbordiiiate powrei^ andaiH 
l» th^ repreBentodVie of am eqooL and soreieiga 
atate ; aad that, in pnraMBiee 4^ ^tiua eal ii n a tiaB^ 
his Majesty- did not intend to honoar me wi!&3a ' 
poraonal aodience of huwe. Of tfae tratfa of tint » 
infoiiBatios I had so leaaon to doabt ; tat befoie 
i tbek «ny meaaofea to undeceive ihe odvnt in^. 
publicviaaiier, I deeased it ^zpedimt t^huMevk 
aaam npti on so haughty and imperiooa rerified by '' 
tht highest snthoiity. 

On the l^th of September i pvocaeded to ihk 
Lotoo, where I anived about tw«lve o'dodc, aad 
fcMind die ooamdl of state sSceady asaemhM ; ^■ 
ministeis and the attendeoit oifioers i>ebig all dsessed. 
in th^ robes flfeid caps of ceremony* ^ A few ma^ 
notes after we had taken om- seats, the pseaeata 
were brought, coaiittang of three isvgo boicas, cak: 
leered with fied doth,. »ad two elephant^ <oetih of 
esnsideiabte ai je. These I wos desired W Mceiiie^ 
in the mme of the Birman kh^, lor the Engttik 
gorediin^t. At the «aaie titxie, mro huge rings 
werefO'esented to me-; >0ne a single raby aet in 
^Md, die other a sapphire, whic^ I was-Rqsested 
to accept as a persond token of his Mi^^*a ht*^' 
Vonr. A ring was also given to Mr Woo^ and i 
amrther to Dr Bachanan. When this oerdkoeny' 
was ended, I addressed myself in tke^l^rmaii Ian*' 
gmage to the W<MBgees, «nd ^leepred to imOw trii»»ti 
ther there were any reasons i^ich appKed to'tt|p * 
situation, that had indooed hie msjescy to dedine 
honouring me with a: personal aadieftee ; whidi 
compliment,: I widevstood, was usually -paid hyi> 
diek* couBt to the depudes of adl sovefeign stattSi. 
To tbis ittteirogationi neceived an «q«uiroc^ ^ 
piy ; and, on repeatihg it, they persisted in retum- 
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infest AVBsivse mamien I then derarad to in in* 
fomad wfaelbar oc not it^was Im IMbjesty s wtrnt- 
430n,to letmve me in peoMm, .before my d^Murtnue, 
jAjthe »preB6flKtatiTe of the Govemorrgenend* ^Hm 
^pustion tiuBBf amd tbey co«ld not answer, not 
■iaiovmg his Mi^esty's plessuce. I afterwards 
s4cad wiielher the 'king fweservediiis mtention of 
Je wdiwy . an anthorized pmvon Irom liis coart to 
B;«gai> as had been intimated to me hy what H 
•eoneeired to be ocmipetent authority; and whsthdr 
lAm BiiggioBtionuj wdbich I lad saimihted fqc die ad- 
^aaoetei«t and pvetection jjf eommerce, had botn 
^idoBQ. into oonsideratian. These -seFend points, . 
Jthey jaaidv were ithen lioder £aeosatoi^ awl wocrld 
ii»japeedfly deteramied; They acqaa^nted me, at . 
Iha saiae time, dbat, if I weold fix en/anry preoiae 
ipstioibfinr any dopertnre, the necessary pq^ers vsad 
•IrttMs should he prepare^ and delivtted to me 
.tarn jdays pvemns taaiy settii^ ont. I mentioned . 
4ia 8d of October. They sep^Bd, that the letten 
aboold beiin readiness by what lixmderatood to be . 
-the l$b of >*OGtober, bat, by some misap(ivefaenBioB, 
ams-'ihe SOth of September ) ad^ng>.their h^ . 
that I moidd come to town on the 2ath of 8eptei^ 
b^ the; an ni r ei a ar y «f SaadujngfftjA^ei a iday <a 
winch all the nobility pay homaga to his majesty. 
Tathw laYilation I aoswo^d, tfai^ my having 
that hoBoiv amst depend on ctrcnaistancte not yet 
aaoOTtaiaed. 

^•TUs iatervierw left me little room iio doubt of 
thi eatimalion in whidi the Birman coart hekl my 
p«hyc .dlaiacter,. notsntbstandmg^ it was judged 
advisable, from vnotires of policy, to avoid making 
aay doeet avowal of -such sentimenls. ^oceeding 
npan- thisplani they concealed ^1 their- acts and 
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'detenskiBtiaiift widi a rml oi mbigok^y wkich '^ 
•BOBtttbnes was •xtremely difiicidt to penetaiteu' . .^ 

Pride^ llie duef ftctoatiiig prindple of tfak am^ 
^guit court, WW tlie source to wfaidi its oondHCty 
Si^every traasactiim of-a public Dsttaxe, might nitif 
mately bo traced. Tbo firat object oi their §» 
venunent is to impress aa the minds of the peo^ 
the HHMt revetential awe of their own eoreie^B^ 
whose greatness they do aota^mt to be rqwriM 
'by that of any mooarch upon earth. WhlK^«atr 
-tempting to diminish thor yeneistion for their owa 
! prince, it became my doty, from the mode tbat 
was adopted in thed^iby of his ooaseqveiicer.t^ 
ampiaint the ministers, in terms which ocpU n# 
be miscoBstrved, that there was anodier power^ jijt 
no great distance, iriiioh wonld not ceiidily sob- 
scribe to its own inferiority, or admit of any act ia 
•its n^otiations with other states, whidi might 4|l- 
ther express or imply an assmnptum of soperionCf. 
It beoame necessary to inform them, that the Go- 
▼emor-general of India was not, in his relation to 
.their conrt, orto^hat of any other Eastera-potm^ 
tato, a subordinate provincial oCcer ; but a ^enfir 
•nage in whom sovereign authority over a widelf 
extended empire was efficiently vested ; tfaat,- as 
the representative of such authority, I held ain 'i*- 
disputaUe daim to whatever ^o(nlsideration. wm 
granted to the ministas of other nations ; and that 
the withholding it would be accounted an indvititf 
so great, as {»obaUy to prevont the English g0> 
vemment from making any futoie advances for the 
establiahment .of n fri^dly and confidential intiK- 
conrse. 

Ta convey a truth not less important for them 
to know than incumbent on me to declare, I de- 
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tiMlmned tto addreM a letter to the principal Woen* 
II^Md -tte OGonoil of state, expressiag' my dissa- 
nUfMSdH at th^ eendact wbieh iiae fiirsiaD tmart 
IM^'tlldagfat proper to obserre in regard to. my 
onlilic character; to require an explanation of those 
pSiilLtif #hiob omnpnihended the objects of.the em- 
1HIM|''; and to doiliaiidy tiiat I shoukl be received 
tHUi: 'HckooMaiged by the king m pm«oii as the 
tf ft {a fe i toiRa tiire <tf an equal and soviiMgn state. 
^ "IMid iJiere even been room left for me to hesitate 
Mf^' llie adontioii of- tiiis atep, the following eirt 
%ti]Ki4taneee, wlrteh occnned immediately after my 
< »fe r » ift w wilfc lAm Wooagees at the Lotoo, would 
lAMif'deeided tnw in mddng a piddic dedaiaticm <^ 
mif flMifiinenta on « asode of behayiour which exr 
Ifc ie dtf d cjveti th)^ mal eactent of oflkial mroganoei 
HiNd f^ll ihtle short of peraonid indigaity. 
^' ^e tmkomy widch imposes aa obligation on a 
'^aietiga mhaiMer^ to pay a mai^ of respect by a 
HMitig prese»l*to each metnb^ of the royal faaoly 
tkltiHtem he ia intredttced, has aheady been nodced. 
^iBft'^eomplinieHt I oi&oed in person to the serend 
frfneis Oti dier days of my presentatioa ; and, in 
iMder to iMmilSsBt4iait it wasnot my dedre to with- 
hold any altemieii consistent wi^ my eituatton lo 
^gni^ eoon after the yisita of cereafcony wore ended, 
1 had directed my Moonshee, or Peisiaii seeretaiy^ 
Itf'wait'bii each of the ministers aiid the priaci{ml 
'<McMti of the cma% and reqvest in my name their 
^flMeptatiee of softie ranty, the product .of Europe 
Hr 1^ Ittdife. This gift to ebdi individoal was very 
%{ill%. A Ibw yenb of European broad cloth, aii 
APtieile «f cnt*^B(leas, >a piece of Beigal asuslin or of 
silk, was received as a polite and handsome testi- 
'ttOiiial ef a fti^idly dispoeitioa. These 4H¥ilitie«, 
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I was informed, were, by a Bpecial mandalier or- 
dered to be returned, by every person to wbom ^ 
attention had be^ shown, in eom^ production ff 
the Birman country, and of value equal to wh^ 
had been bestowed. .,, 

It being expected that I should wttt on the royM 
princes to receive in peiBon the remuneration wl4i|h 
they designed to make for the presents they l^d 
obtained, I sei% on the 21st of September, » me^ 
sage to the Engy Teelden, to acquaint him tha(, Jf 
it suited his convenience, I would pay niy resp^i^B 
to him the following day, or postpone my visit to ' 
any other that he might think proper to appcnnt 
1 likewise despatched a messenger with a aLsiilir 
notification to the Prince of Frome. From 41* 
first I received a dvU reply, excusing himself frma 
seemg me on account of the indiq>08iti^i of i^ 
princess, who had lately been brou^t to bed ;. hfit 
acquainting me, that, if I chose to att«id> l^ pjg^ 
sents for the English govenmient would be deliv|f- 
ed to me in the rhoom of his palace, or to aqy 
person whom I might appoint to receive them*. J 
repHed, that being debarred of the honoiir of s^ 
ing him, I would depute Mr Wood to accept tli 
presents in the name of the Govemor-goieral ff 
India. From the Prince of Prome I had not ^ 
bonour of an answer. .. , 

On the 22d, Mr Wood waited <mthe Eng^ 
Teekien, and was received with much civility^ 
the rb^m by his ministers. Hie presents w«^ 
formally produced, and conveyed to our resid^i^ 
by the prince's servants* As the Prince of I?ronie 
had not returned an answer to my message, I im- 
agined that some misapprehension had .Qccnm^ed* 
Being desirous of appearing to put the moetlAvour** 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 155 

^h cbnstraetion on every part of their conduct, I 
! t^aested Mr Wood to send a messenger, when 

he went to the house of Engy Teekien, to apptise 
'the PHnce of Prbme tlttt he meant afterwards to 
. pay his respects to him. To this intimation was 
''i^tumed what Mr Wood considered a satisfactory 
/'ft|>Iy ; and as soon 'as the first visit was ended, 
' he proc^ded to the Prince of Prome's palace, 

where the treatment he received was extremely 
'rtide. After standing for some time at the outer 

l^te, exposed to the sun, he was Informed that the 

prince was not at home. 

However deficient the members of the royal 
''Ikttnly mi^t be in politeness to me, I determined 
*^ttet to suffer their example to influence my conduct 

'tdwards diem, or to neglect any mark of deference 
''Aat was due to their illustrious rank. Meedaw 
-^¥hi\i^, the mother of the queen, being a persom^e 
"lltoerafole from her age, and dignified from her high 
'Ifonnecfions — ^her behaviour also, on Our introduc- 
y^bn, having been distinguished by affability and 
'politeness — I was, for these reasons, desirous 6f 
"fjiiyteg Such a character particular respect ; and 
; Vidi that view sent a complihientary message to 
^lief, similar to that which had been delivered to 
''the two princes. She retuined, in answer, ^at 

die next day would be perfectly convenient to her 

J&t my reception. I likewise intimated to the 
-younger princes my intention of paying* them a 

>felt, to which they replied* by a verbal compli- 

'ineBt. 

On the next day, the 23d, I proceeded in form 

^ tlie house of Meedaw Praw at the appointed 

hbur, and was received with sufficient po^teness 

by her Woon, or principal officer. There were 
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several peraoos oC mik asseii^iilad la the haD wkca 
J enl;ered. After we had beeii seated f^inrnt a«<|tar- 
ler of an hour, a {lereon pttae forA from the moes 
apanmeat, $nd mf<Mrmed mA that the piinedfa' hik) 
f;one to the palace to see the queem her dailgfaur^ 
StttvottUretumiaafewmiiucitea. Thial thought 
rather an extraordinary 8tq>, as she herself hid 
deteraiuaM Uie pt^dse time whea I ^vms to comtt 
•These miivates, however^ were protraoted to m 
^nr. In the interval, pa¥m> froit, and aWeetmef^ 
ft^re served up.' At length, when her mittistin 
perceived that my patience was eadiaasted» and I 
nroudd Wait no hniger, a message was deU^ered to 
pue from the princess, excusing her Aon-appeariiidQ 
<Ni a plea of indisposition ; at the same tame llurm 
gold rin^, set with rahies and saf^hire^ and aa* 
yeral box^, handsom^y japanned and painted^ 
Wiffl^ laid before me, and my aceeplwice 6f theM 
f|e^«d. A conduct marked hy such deShaaals 
impoliteness, would have justified 'retalitttion im 
IHiy pait, hy a contemptuous riBJeetion of her prt* 
.aents. I howev^ refrained -from any &r&er ifMH- 
Hatioi^ iji displ^asm^, than inth^wibg vnm^ 
Dioniously, wil^iout taking any notioe of the hcfxes 
cr rings, which were immediately convey^ to my 
jMidence by heir el^rvants. Having re|«on to ap- 
jsrehend that the junior prmoelB lAeaat to observe'^ 
aiinilar He^ of xscHiduct, I d^Kned visidng them, 
but s^nt Mr Wood to go through the Ceremony 4f 
4»iUing at their sepanne houses. As Wds expect, 
he saw not one if the princes, but was re^emd 
by their Wocms, who, though they eiffeMly ra- 
fiwned from absi^ute rudeness, yet evinced in thdr 
condK0^ the utmo^ arrogance, under the cloak of 
superciUous civility. 
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Siii^ Strange and onwanantable msoleQc^ couM 
not be measured by any scale of true policy, and. 
^raa hardly to be reconciled to reason or .coj^imon 
'^^nae. Nor could any pari of their conduct be 
laid to th^ account of ignorance ; for no people oi^ 
^Aith better understand,^ or more pointedly obfserve^ 
jtbe mini»te punctilios of official fonp. No candid 
4nd determinate reply could be extorted from them 
im any point in which their canity was concerned 
WbsiX ^leir cgurt intended to concede, I underr 
alie^dy yf^A to be granted, no^ aa an equivalent for 
reciprocal priyileges on our part, but as a boon— 
fa apact cf gratuitous condescension to me, in the 
IJhavacter of a petitioner, bearing the tribute of hpr 
laage ^m an inferior state. Without the bavdir 
Best to avow these principles, which a sens^ of 
BiitiKb power, ai^ the pi*oxi|nity of the, co«n|ay, 
pfdbably sui^pressod, they nevertheless acted upon 
fibem 99 an aaBingaed hciy with a view to gratify 
«Aj6}r ofvn pride* elude diaagre^ble eiplanibioi^> 
9li4 reap all ^he adyaatages derivable from an in* 
tCHWOursi^ widi Bri^h India, to which they cer; 
iaialy wera ht from being averse, provided tlm 
CfifespqndenGe eould b^ maintain^ up<m their 
oini termsu 

In pursuance of my determioatifm« I addressed 
#lett0« to the chief WooBg^ and council of 
8tat0; and> to give H tjl, the publicity that suc^ 
a declaration ought to have, I sent Mr Wood to 
Ibliver it in person to the minister, directing hin^ 
ij^Tterwarda to wait on the two jimior Woongees, 
and^ apprise them formally of my having written 
a letter of such a tenor. 

Nor did I resolve on this measure without mar 
voj.. n. . o , 
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turely considering the effect h was likely to pro- 
duce, as well as t|ie necessity in which it erigi- 
nated. The court had evidently been embarrassed 
in the first stages of the business, and was imde*> 
termined in what manner to act. To this irreso-^ 
lutioA I ascribe the petty artifice of misinforming 
me in matters of hcL The accounts from Europe 
certainly had great weight in influencing their con- 
duct, and t|iose c^uld only be discredited by my 
holding higher language than before. To have ac^' 
qniesced in silence would have been construed into 
at least a presumptive evidence of our weakness ; 
whilst the slight that was attenipted to be cast on 
the authority delegated to me, left no alternative 
but to endeavour to remove it by a temperate re-1 
monstrance, such as my letter was intended td 
convey, or to decline any further communication, 
and withdraw without ceremony. This latter step* 
was not to be taken under any provocation short' 
of personal injury, than which I believe nothing* 
was farther from their intention. To enhance their 
own importance by tlie unworthy mode of lessen- 
ing that of others, seemed to be the sole moCiv^; 
tlmt actuated them, and which, as £Eir as related to 
toe government that I represented, it was clearly 
my duty to oppose. 

My letter was written in die Englidi and tli# 
Persian languages.* The intervention of holi- 

* It afforded me particular satisfiu^tion to know, ^tmM 
the full purport and expression of my letter could not fail 
to be conveyed, through the channel of either of tbeacf 
languages, to the Birman conrt The Annenian irtler* 
preter of English^ who had spent the greater part of his 
life in the Bf rman country, was a man epfiinently quali-' 
fted for the task ; he spoke, read, and wrote English, aii- 
P«rior to any person I ercr knew who had not been in 
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chyB preyented the delivery of it before the 26th, 
when Mr Wood waited on the principal Woongee, 
and presented it in form. He afterwards called 
tipon the junior Woongees, and acquainted them 
of his having laid before the senior an address 
which required their seiious consideration. 

I imagine, that if this explicit avowal of my sen- 
timents had'been made previously to our last men- 
tjoned visits to the members of the royal family, 
we should have had less cause to complain of in- 
c^yility. Stch language, I believe, was not ex- 
peeted. The court had assured itself that the state 
of our afiaifs in Europe and in India was so cri- 
tical, that we would tolerate yet greater arroganc^ 
€i manper^ rather than hazard the interruption of 
iliteceourse, and give our enemies the advantage 
c^ an alliance which the native vanity of the Bir- 
i^ians rendered them not unwilling to overrate. 
. Information was conveyed to me from a respect- 
table quarter, that the fermentation which my re- 
monstrance excited, in the council of the Lotoo 
was by no means moderate. The Woongees, I was 
toldy were divided in their opinions. The discus-' 
iboQ coBtiAued till twelve o aock on the night of 
ifie 27th, when the result of their deliberations 
was laid before the king. 

CNteat Britain. , It ^s a singular fact, that the first version 
ci the late Sir William Jones's Translation of the Ins^ 
ftttes (^ Hindoo Law, should be made in the Birroan lan- 
guage. Wfien I arrived at Unnnerapooira, the Armenian 
Ihad just completed the work, by command of bis Birmaa 
UfljlNlty. This circumstance offers no mean proof of the 
U|>eial and enlightened policy of a prince, who, superior 
to i^eral prejudice, was willing to seek fur information 
through a medium by which few other nations of the East 
will condescend to accept of knowledge, howev^ bene, 
fidal tb« attainment mi|^ prove to themselves. 
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Wbatever might have been then: separate senH-' 
tnents, the ultimate deciilion was temperate and 
wise. I was apprised, late on the evening of th€^ 
SSth, by a verbal communication from the May- 
woon of P^gue, that on the day appointed for the 
delivery of the reply to the Governor-generals 
letter, I shoidd be formally received ajt the palace 
of the king, who would grant me a persoiud aii-i 
dience in the character to which I laid claim, anil 
that the propositioiis which I had su^ested, for 
the regulation and encouragement of comniered^ 
had for the most part received his majesty's ap 
probation. 

I expressed, in answer, the satis&ction I fetl 
from hearing a resolution so ci'^ditable to them^ 
selves ; but added, that as the letter I had written 
was a public and solemn declaration, I should re^ 
qjoire more than a verbal assurance, before I could 
consistently subject myself to a repetition of {<»>• 
mer disappointments, and requested lliat he woidd 
take the trouble to reduce hi» obliging message td 
Writing. With this he readily complied by a short 
pote written in the Birman language. 

The form of receiving the presents, which w^ 
brought to me as a return for tnose that had be^ 
given, occupied a considerable portion of the la^ 
days. One of the three boxes that had beea s^H 
by the king contained amber in large pieces^ un-* 
commonly pure ; another, a mass of stone of con- 
siderable size, in appearance resembling the chry* 
soprase ; and the third, a large and beautiful ^;i«^ap 
of crystals, rising from a matrix,. <^ ameUiyB^ m 
the form of prisms, mostly hexagonal or pentagp? 
iml, slightly striated on the suiiace, and tenuina^ 
at one end by a pyraipid composed of three rhom- 
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boidal planes. It was a ver^ curious producticm 
of nature, and doubtless, coming from such a quar- 
ter, mllst have been a(MM)imted of great value. The 
j>reseDt from the Engy Teekien consisted of six 
mby and sappliire rings, two elephanls teeth, se- 
▼eral japanned boxes, and three horses, small^ like 
all those which the country produces, but extreme- 
ly well formed. Two were piebald, to match in 
a carriage, and the other was a bright bay. The 
principal queen also, whose title is Nandoh Praw, 
Mid the second queen, called Myack Nandoh, sent 
their separate offerings, and added to several rings 
and specimen^ of japanned ware, some handsome 
articles of plate, two large beetle^boxes, of em- 
bossed silver, two trays and two drinking cops of 
the same metal, the workmanship of which did not 
afford a i&vourable proof of the skill of their artists. 
Retributary donations were now brought in trou- 
Uesome abundance from every individual to whom 
the smallest gratification had been given ; and in 
'some instances the return far exce^ed in value 
what had been received. My house was encum- 
Jbered with all sorts of Birman utensils in painted 
and japanned ware, several of which were by no 
means of a portable size. I was also presented 
With pieces of silk and cotton dotb, of different 
^Emaensions and quality, in number not less than 
eighty or a hundred ; also elephants teeth, amber 
wrought into beads, fifty or sixty pieces of plate 
formed into beetle-boxes, mugs, spitting-pots and 
eups. Precious stones, too, constituted a very ge- 
neral gift, chiefly rubies and sapphires in their na- 
tive-state, rudely set in gold. I received from va- 
rious persons neariy a hundred of these stones, few 

o 2 



162 EMBASSY TO AVA. 

of which were Taluahle, though some of the sap- 
phires, on being polished by a lapidiiiy, prov«d to - 
have a very fine water. 'I must not, howevw*, omit 
mentioning a beantiful specimen of filagree^ in a 
large silver beetle-boit, which was presented to mt 
by one of the AttaWoons. Hie workmanship wall 
minutely delicate, and exquisitely finished ; and, 
in order to enhance the value of the gift, the donor, 
with a politeness that could not be surpassed in 
any coiul;, had his title engraven in English letteni 
on the side of the box. A compliment so hand'* 
somely conveyed demanded my best acknowledge- 
ments ; and I regretted exceec^gly that the ofiicifli 
character which I held denied me the personal ac- 
jquaintance of this mitiister, as weU as of some otfaers, 
with whom I should have been happy, under any 
other circumstances, to hive cultivated an intimacy. 
On the 80th of S^eptember, the day appointed 
by his Birman majesty to rieceive the £n^fili gen- 
tlemen in the character of an imperial deputation, 
we crossed 'the lake at ten o'clock in the morhing, 
attended by our customary suite, and accompadi^ 
by Baba-Sheen and seveml Birmau offici^rs. Vfi 
entered the fort, as usual, by the western gate, 
when, instead of passiUg, as on former occaslotirt, 
along the north side of the enclosure of the palacie, 
to reach the street leading down to the Lotoo, wfe 
now proceeded round by the ^duth, antf iA iMi 
new (firection observed many more housed of di^ 
tinguished structure thaU by th6 othef route. In 
our way we passed through a short street, entirely 
composed of saddlers and bamess-makei's shops. 
On alighting, we were conducted into the rhoom, 
to wait there until the Engy Teekien should ar- 
rive, which he did precisely at the hour of twelve. 
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Sereral Chobwas, who were to be introdaced oti 
thiB dsLYf tfad taken their seats in the rhoom be- 
fore we Entered. Each of them held a: piece of 
feiBc or cotton cloth in his lap, designed, according 
to the established etiquette, as a propitiatory offer- 
ing to bis majesty ; and on the cloth was placed a 
saocer, containing a small quantity of unboiled 
rice» which it seems is an indispensable part of the 
jceremoiiy. The Birman custom daffets in this 
particular from the usage of Hindostan. A per- 
son, pa his presentation at the imperial court of 
Dribi* <^ers to the sovereign an odd number of 
Ibe gold com commonly call^ Mohurs, * an even 
number being considered as inauspicious ; but the 
court of Ummerapoora, with a more delicate re^ 
finement, never permits an offering in money, but 
requires from a foreigner something of the produce 
of his country, and from a subject some article of 
manufacture. The donation of rice is not, as in 
India, when presented by Brahmins to the incar- 
nations of Vishnu, meant as an acknowledgment 
of (fiyine attributes, btit is merely designed iU9 a. 
raoognition of the power of the monarch, and an 
adcQOwledgment of the property of the soil being 
vaated in him ; a truth which is expressively de- 
dared, by offering him its most useful production. 
During our continuance in the rhoom, tea wds 
served to us ; and when we advanced to the outer 
pte, we were not obliged to put Off our shoes, 
but were permitted to wear them until we had 

* * Mohur 19 a corrupt name giren ^ Europcftns to thi^ 
eoin. Afibarfl is ita ^rdper term. Fagodat likewiie, as 
affplied to a eoiiif is an illegitimate word, -af which tbo 
natives know-nothing excejpt oa the authority of thoir 
conqueroiFs. 



•* 
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.readied ilie. hm^ enclosure that sepaistes the coort 
of the Lotoo from that of the royal palace, witkk 
which not any nohleman of the court. is aHowed ta 
go with his feet covered. There is a douhle par- 
tition wall dividing the two courts^ with an interr 
vening space of ten or tw^ve feet, tlirongfa whic& 
a gallery leads, that is appropriated exclusively ta 
the use of the king when he chooses to preside fa- 
person in the Lotoo. 

On entering the g^te, we perceived' the royal 
saloon of ceremony in front of us, and- the court 
assembled in all the parade of pomp and decorar 
tion. It was an open hall, supported by colon- 
nades of pillars twenty in' length, and only four 1^ 
. depth. We were conducted into it by a flight of 
steps, and, advancing, took our places next ihe 
dpace opposite to the throne, which is always lef( 
vacant, as being in full view of his majesty. Oii 
our entrance, &e basement of the throne^ as al 
the Lotoo, was alone visible, which we judged to 
be about five feet high. Folding doors screened 
the seat from our view. The throne, called Yaza- 
palay, was richly gilded and carved ; on each sido 
a small gallery, enclosed by a gilt balustrade ex- 
tended a few feet to the right and left, containing 
four umbrellas of state ; and on two tables, at iStvS 
foot of the throne, were placed several large ves* 
sels of gold, of various forms, and for difiin^Dt 
purposes. Immediately over the throne, a ^lenh 
did piasath rose in seven stages above the roofe of 
the building, crowned by a tee or umbrella, from 
which a spiral rod was elevated above the whole. 

We had been seated little more than a quarter 
of an hoar> when the folding doors that concealed 
the seat opened with a loud noise, and diacorer^ 
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f^ mtjestf ascending a flight of steps tiiat 1e4 iip 
^. the thn^e from the inner apartment. He s^d* 
v^ced but slowly, and seemed not to possess a 
j^W use of his limbs> being obliged to supiport him* 
lydf with his hands on the balustrade. I was in* 
fofpaa^ however, that this appearance of weakness 
did not proceed frora^ jany bodily infiimity, biit 
irom thcj weight of the re^ habiliments in whidi 
ne was dad ; and if what we were told was tnie» 
ihat he carried <m his dress ^heen viss, npwards 
pf £fty pounds ayoirdupois of gold, his difhcukf 
of ascent was not surprising* On reachmg the top 
]^ stood for a minute, as though to take breath, 

Ed then sat down on an embroidered cushion with 
I legs inverted. His crown was a high conical 
pap, richly studded with precious stones. His 
ta^^en w^^ covered with rings, and in his dress 
1^ bore the appearance of a man cased in gokli^ 
jpiour, whilst a gilded, or probably a' golden wing 
each shoulder, did not add much lightness to 
figure. His looks denoted him to be between 
and sixty years old, of a strong make, in sta* 
puoB rather beneath the middle height, with hard 
features Jind of a dark complexion; yet the ex* 
pQBasion of his countenance w»s not unpleasing;^ 
iod seemed^ I thouglit, to indicate an intelligent 
9od ipqmrii^ mind. 

On the first i^pearance of his Qiajesty, all the 
^(mrtien bent their bodies, and held their hands 
jiised in m attitude of supplication. Nothing 
imHaer was requiresd of us, ihan to lean a httld 
^nwaid^ and io turn in our legs as much as we 
Mold— rnot any act bei^ so unpolite, or coBtnuy 
tp jetiquette, as to present the soles of the feet to<t 
W^fuis iho imm of a dignified person. Fo|ir Brae 
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mioB, dressed, in white caps and gowns, ^bessi^^ 
tbe usual prayer at the foot of the throne. ^. 
Nakhaan then advanced into the vacant space )ie- 
fore the king, and recited in a musical cadeoq^ 
the name of each person who was tp be introdi^Qi^ 
on that day, and of whose present, in the chara(^ 
ier of a suppliant, he entreated his majesty's ac?,, 
ceptance. My offering consisted of two {neces <||t 
Benares gold brocade. Doctor Buchanan and llib ^ 
Wood each presented (me. When our names ws^ ^ 
BMsitioned, we were 8^;>arately desired to take %j 
few grains of rice in our hands, and, joining them,^ 
to bow to the king as low as we conyeni^Mlyi 
could, with which we immediately complif4i^ 
When this c^*emony was finished, the king ntliere^ 
a few indbtinct ^irords, to convey, as I was ia-^: 
formed, an order for investing some persons pr^^ 
sent with the insignia of a certain degree fA. uf^^ 
bility. The impenal mandate was instantly ^i^ 
claimed, aloud by heralds in the court. HisnaK. 
jesty remamed only a few minutes longer, and djt^^^ 
ring that time looked at us attentively, but did n^ 
honour us with any verbal notice, or speak at a^ ; 
except to give the order before mentioned. ' 
he rose to depart, he manifested the same signs 
infirmity as on his entrance. After he had 
drawn, the folding doors were closed, and th^ c<Wt,< 
broke up. 

In descending, we took notice of two pieces. ^. 
cannon, a{^)arently nine pounders, which wero,-, 
placed in &e court, on either side of thestair^ to^ 
defend the entrance of the palace. Sheds proK 
tected them firom the weather, and ihey^ wijfe 
gilded all over. A royal carriage also was in ytfnSs^ 
ing> of curious workmanship, and onuun^ted wjtb 
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tL^fbffi sptre ; there was a pair of horses harnessed 
to i^ whose trappings glistened in the sun. 

^e retnmed as usual to the Rhoom, where I 
vMerstood that the letter from the king, to the 
Oiiinemor-generBl of India was to be presented to 
My together with some other documents that com- 
j^islieiided the ohjects of the embassy. Soon after 
IB^ ftieilibers of the royal family had ascended their 
^iphants, the expected letter was brought from 
Ab ZH>too on a tray, borne by a Nakhaan, enclosed 
h¥a eiuae of wood japanned and covered with a 
selM^ doth. ■ The mode of offering it, was not, 
i^^toi i ce i ved, quite so ceremonious as the occasion 
e e fem ed to require ; and the officer who was charged 
inth 4be delivery indicated a reluctance, to say&t 
ilWas a letter fit)m the king to the Goverhor-ge- 
Blial of India. This circumstance produced some 
dMkidty, as, without being distinctly informed to 
illfidni liie lettOT was directed, I declined accepting 
it'*'' At length the interpreter, finding I would not 
rSdBive it on other terms, delivered it in a suitable 
iJinnier, with a declaration that it was a reply from 
JfiK-'Binnan majesty to ^e letter of the British 
Goi^^Bmor-genenil of- India, and that a copy of a 
titfil mandate was annexed to it, granting to the 
"EH^IaBh nation certain vali^ble immunities and 
pth^Qeges of trade. 

Whilst we were in the outer court, or that in 
ittficli l3ie Lotoo is situated, we had an opportu- 
n|^ of viewing the immense piece of ordnance 
foand in the fortress of Arracan when captured by 
tile 'Bngy Teekien, which was afterwards conveyed 
bjr water to adorn the capital of the conqueror, 
wberfi) it is now preserved as a trophy, and is 
h^jUy honoured, being gilded, and covered by a 
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roof of a dignified order. It is formed of hnaa, 
rudely maniifactured ; tlie lengtk is thirty feet, tlie 
diameter at the muzde two and a half, and the 
calibre measured ten indies. It is mounted on s 
low track carriage supported by six wiieeb. IMr 
it lay a long rammer and sponge staff, and we per- 
eeired seyeral shot made of hewn ston^ fitted to 
the calibre. It is remarkable, that moM of tho 
spoils which had been brought from Arracan were 
made of brass. The image of Gaudma, the ^xmst 
the demons, and the gun, all transported from 
thence, are composed of, that metal. 

The discussion, on the ceremony of deHvering 
the letter being ended, we returned home, precede 
ed by a Miouseree, or. inferior secretary,' on 'boi:se^ 
back, bearing in due form the royal letter, and 
dressed in bis cs^ and gown of olffice. Wheb we 
had reached our residence, I immedtately addnlsa^ 
ed the chief minister, to request an official transf 
lation of the letter in the Persian language, i^o of 
the paper annexed to it; observing, that as pablic 
interpreters of that tongue were i^poiiA»d by die 
court, and it being well understood by aereiral per- 
sons resident at Ummerapobra, a medium of in- 
tercourse could never be wanting, whi(^ wtMild be 
equally intelligible and convenient to ^teir ^^eni- 
ment and to mine. \Vithin two days I received 
a notification, that his majesty had fprea. oi^tn to 
supply me with die transktion I required. 
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The intervention of holidays, togetb^ with lbe> 
anavoidable delays of <^Bfte, protracted the de*^ 
livery of the Persian translations until the 14th of 
October ; on which day the papers, properly aa*; 
thenticated, were brought from the Lotoo^ and der. 
livered to me, by an officer of goTemmeut. la 
translating these documents, I Gainfully collated* 
the Persian version with the Birman original, which 
I was enabled to do by the assistance of persons 
on the spot who understood both lang»age8» m^, 
found the Persian to be as literal a translatiou as 
the different idioms w^d admit. 

The letter of his Birman majesty to the Go-^ 
vernor-general is a curious specimen of the ex-, 
travagant phraseology of oriental composition. A. 
great part of it is the diction of the minister, 
which may be considered as the preamble of the 
letter. In this portion are enumerated the royal , 
titles, the honours conferred on the British re^, 
presentative, and the presents that were . deliver- 
ed* It next details the heads of certain proposi-^ 
tions, which I had made with a view to advance., 
the commercial interests of both nations. His. 
majesty then speaks in his own person, and, in, 
the pompous style of an order, ratifies immunities 
of considerable importance to British merGhaats. 
and maiiners. 

The p^)er which accompanied the letter is an 
order deuvered by the principal Wooi^^ee,- to, 
carry into effect the imperial mandate, and is . 
addressed to the Maywoon of Pegue in par- 
ticular, as holding the jmisdiction of Rangoon^ , 
and to the governors of sea-port towns in gener- . 
al. It, however, became necessary, in order to . 
give full operation to his Majesty's good iiitea- : 
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^0119, to obtain several subsidiary papers, which, 
hy* expressing in cleal* detail the regular dues 
of gorermnent> and specifying the authorized 
perquisites of office, might prevent in future 
any arbitrary exacdons, and put. an end' to ini" 
positions which had long been practised on Bri- 
lUk n^^chants trading to Birman ports, from whom 
loud c<nnp1mnts had at different times reached the 
topreme government. These papers 1 foimd no 
difficulty hi obtaining. It was determined by 
d^iem, 'that all goods c^ Europe and British India* 
manufectnrej imported in Bikish ships, should be 
subject to a duty of ten per cent, to the king ; the 
prfce of anchorage and pilotage, for ships of every 
rate, was determined^ the fees of the provincial 
and port-officers, charges for warehouse room, for 
iate r pre lers and cleanmce, the customs to be levied 
at each house of collection on goods conveying 
up the river, were accurately defined; and teak 
tbnber-^to us by fEu* the most valuable commodity 
idiidi' tlw country produces — was ordered to pay 
« dtity of five per cent, oc? valorem, at whatever 
port it might be shipped, and all further exactions 
<m that article were prohibited. The several de- 
mands of the port and provincial officers on the 
masters of ships, which had heretofore been paid 
in rouni, or pure silver, were directed to be taken 
in the currency of the place, which, at Bangoon, 
y'mowBidzo, or silver depreciated twenty-five per 
cent. 

These regulations, expressed in separate instru- 
ments with deamess and precision, were equally 
hberal and satisfactory ; and, on the part of the 
Btrman government, were voluntarily granted, 
from a conviction of the equity, on which they 
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;weir^ founded, and the recipiocal adfttitages ^iny 
were likely to produce. From two propootiMik 
which I offered, the court thougkt {HPepmr to yn^ 
hold its acquiescence ; but it c^tainly was theia«- 
tention ci the king and his chief ministecs, tfaatlfce 
articles whidi were tiros conceded Aowid he ear* 
ried into complete effect. * intercourse, howenv 
was not yet perfectly estaibiished ; many obatflofeB 
still impeded the way. The road was oi^ ope&*> 
ed, and success depended on the discreition of ^^nae 
*wbo shoidd first pursue tlie tnxk that waamtw 
pointed out. 

Having thus obtained the objects for wbkli I bad 
been deputed, to an extent thai eqmdled jay itt» 
most expectation, I pefHU-ed to depart Hie nat- 
ters of tiie great mer had beea 8v^l>siding iarscmie 
time, by whii^ the lake became so nmd reduoo^ 
that boats of burden were4ibliged to leave k,:aad 
moor in the stream^ the bar of sand a^ the e»tia»ce 
of the lake hemg almost dry in the fm season; 
The vast sheet dP wat^, which, by taking a tsno- 
cuitous direction, had, on our first arrival, induBed 
us to conclude ^at we w^!e on an iskad, was now 
diminished to an incmisiderable surfiu^ «id left i 
large portion of land, which had recently been eof 
Vei'ed, ih a state adapted for the cultivatbNi of xifie^ 
We observed the peasants industmi^slyi employed 
in turning up ike oozy soil, preparatory to 4;lie *!»» 
ception of seed ; and it was now manjjfest tibattba 
place of our residence, which, from the encroadir 
ment of the periodical wiU^rs, we had ^oimieeeA 
IU3 low, was in fact an elevated and commaadiii^ 
^ituaticm. 

Early in October, the Chinese deputies, hamug 
fulfilled their diplomatic mission, left the grov®, to 
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vBetnm to their native ewmixy. They emlwrked 
' «tt boiard commodioiis boats, in which I understood 
•tiiey jirere to travel for three weeks, and aftersrards 
.prosecute their route by land, until ^y got into 
•the; heart of the Chinese dominions^ where water 
carriage Is &ciKtated by nnimarons eanals. They 
exfe^ed to find the coM intense before their ar- 
chil at Pekm, a journey which they stated would 
•re^ptire three months to perfMm. I pre8eBte4 ^^^ 
-vcosor, at his last visit to me^ witii a wrapper of 
t^Eagtbh broad cloth, which he remarked woi^ be 
more comfortable in his journey among th% cold 
^Is of China, in the month of December, than 
•hift own garments <^ silk quilted with cotton. He 
apologized for not having any thing better to give 
line m retom than some piecea of sUk and a few 
^fiuus ; but his son, a promising youth of sevent^n, 
idio attended his fjBtber in quality of page, and 
who had been on more famOiar terms with us than 
-^iha natural gra^ty and public chacacter of the 
.semois would allow to them, came to take leave 
of me just bef<»« his embarkation, and, <^>serving 
•that he should probably nevw see me again, en- 
' treated my acceptance of his ^llow and his purse, 
'^as manoriak ci the son of Keeloree. * When I 
ifaestlated «i' receiving what were conveniences to 
faim, but useless to me, he seemed so much hurt, 
-that I could not wound the feelings of the ingenu- 
mm youlli, by n§ectmg his artless token of good 
fwilL I had given him at different times^ a few 
trifling gratifications, and he could not reconcile 

♦ This I conceive to be rather a title than hi» real 
juune. ' 

p2 
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insaself to cbpart witbont nudcing some retmik 
His pillow was a Mgbt lackered box, «bo«t «igii» 
tewk indkes lotigy cBrenlar at top, and ooTOCod w^ 
ft case of mlk, m thiddy quihed wkh cotton as to. 
lender it soiL In a box ef this «ort, « ChineaS) 
when he makes a j«nmey, nsiailly canies afi ^Ins 
valuables, llioagh unpro\>dded ididi a lode, k is 
not easy to be opened, -and the case is closely 
tottoned. Thus » traveller secwres all bis fKth 
perty by sleeping on Ik. T^ hex was not isnaptjp. 
It ccHitained tbe pnrse^ be#o]» saentisiied, a steel 
ittid ^nt to li^it4i», and a bmodet and ri^ol 
agate, which ^e''d<Mior assared' me were BB^boed 
with certain cabalistic virtues, to protect tike pM^ 
sessor from the perils of l^:road^ 

During the faaom tb^ naUers of business wem 
nnder discussicm, and the necessary pajMrs 'fm- 
paring, Mr Wood employed his leissEre Iioiub in 
digesting Ms survey of the riiser, and m- making 
astronomicai oliservalaons^ whilst Doctor Bea^im^ 
nan, ever assidnous in the punuit of fcnoiided||8^ 
prosecuted botanical inqmrios, and cotlected gim»- 
tal information ffom «veiy accessible sonrce. ▲- 
mong o^er things, Inmks in the Bkntad 
were brought to him for side, on which tlse 
put what seemed to be a Teiy «xerbita»t^ifMa^ 
and, ei^r *from real or pretended appMbension, 
i^ese venders of Bhtnan iliteiaitnre always '|>rochM> 
ed their wares in a clandestine manner ; assigBOig 
as a reason, l^btt if any parson wei^ 'di8Cccre^ed^tD 

* This purse bore an exact resemblance to the r^re- 
-sentation in Sir George Staunton's work, of the p^rse 
which his Imperial Majesty of China presented to the am- 
bassador's page, when the British embassy was formally 
xntcodu^ed. 
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Jb«fi0 Bold booiEo to a formgnw widioat permusiooi 
ht would be hBt>\e tio A ^yere penalty. This as- 
iwtkm .we were at &Bt incliiied to consider rather 
0$ • pretext §ot enfaanciiig tim demaiMl? .^an lys 
iMmded on faet. One day, however, . we under* 
ttood thttk a man bad actuaUy been imprisoned for 
a& offence of %\m nature* and was likely to suffeir 
fttiiiihinent, 1 immediately s^it 9, mc^ssage to the 
timi Wooi^ee, appiisiog hun of rthe circumstance, 
Mid desinng to l^w whether it was illegal to sell 
iiooka to us; that if their 4liw prohibite<l ^ ,1 
fihoidd .reject such as in iutpr^ ^oight be broi^gj^, 
and jdieect ejrery pers^m -under my authonty to ,4o 
th» stone. The Woepgee i)^t)imed a civil mes- 
sage, and jt]ie jpnaa .W9S set a|; lihierty. His jna- 
faaty, being. made. aoqipainted with the ^|i,ir, sum- 
moaedf on the following day^ the principal Rha* 
^asBB to attend his .council, an^tubm^tte^. 1^ 
theMi, \die^r ox no^ it was c(mai9tent witb Bir- 
BM&r tenets, to grant books that treated c^f their 
jwHwry a»d lawa^ to loi^eigners. Tbe conclave, J. 
mm told) after fiolemn deliberation, determined i^ 
ttle ^affiimative; and tadded, ^at it was iiot only 
«diMfltibli^ but laudable, for dte. dissemination of 
Jmoiidedge. His ms^c^y was, thereupon plqai^ 
io oEder a handsome copy of'. the RajKawayp, or 
History of their liLings, and of the Dhermasath, or 
t6ode ofJLawB, to be delivered to me from the 
Tajoit Ubrsry. JBadi was cointtfloed in one l^i^se 
^volume, written in a heau^ul; manoer, and hand- 
fiomeiy adorned with painting and gilding* 

My Bengal dsafteman, whose labours were prin- 
cipalty dictated by Dr Buchanan in the delinea- 
tion of plants, met at Umfu^rapoora with a broths 
artist in a Siamese painter^ who was employed b^ 
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the tourt. This man, though not da'^kilM tef^t^ 
peraon in my.service, was nerertlieless of vhiw^ 
utility. He furnished me with several drawings, 
descriptive of the costome of the country, which, 
though executed with little taste, were finiriied 
with the most perfect fidelity. Among oilier things, 
he brought me a Representation Of the Shoepaun- 
dogee, or royal barge used by the king when he 
goes in state on the water, llie paintar reported, 
that the length of the vessel was a hundred' cHh 
bits (more than one hundred and fifty feet). I 
saw it through a glass, but at too great a distance 
to observe more than the elevated stem, ilie rbyd 
piasath in the centre, which occupied the ^lace of 
a mast, and the splendour of the gilding, with 
which it was entirely covered. The king pos- 
sesses a great variety of boats. S<»ne of ^em H^ 
had an opportunity of viewing, bcrt the l^ioe- 
paundogee is by far the moeit magnificent. 

The Birman month of Sandaingguite, whidi 
had just expired, is a season of universal fettffity 
and rejoicing; and on the three terminating days 
solemn homage is pmd to the king, to the En^ 
Teekien, and to th<e principal queen; At the court 
of the latter, all the wives and daughters of the 
nobles pay their reflects, unaccompanied by their 
husbands or any male attendants ; and in ^is as- 
sembly as much state and cereidony are observ^ 
as at the court of his majesty. The rank which 
each lady bears in right of her husband, is expres- 
sed by her dress and ornaments ; finale priority 
being not less scrupulously maintained, than pre- 
cedency amongst men. We regretted extremely, 
that their customs did not allow us to attend the 
queen's court, in tbe same manner as that of her 
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j}lpBtriQli# m0imc. Age i^ndiindQwt^ood, it s^mSf 
gAl^e tbe tetter a privilege of receiving visits fyov^ 
the other sex, nfithout violating decorum^ or in-f 
(QUffing r^HToach. 

. Durii^ the fifteen days of this ^' deci'easiiig 
IBOon^'' jthe city was illiiminat^d eyeiy night. Lao* 
tfirm made of different .colquiretf transparent pappr 
^vere nu^oded ham \)9mhoo sca^olds, and dis* 
IKwed in Turiops 8hif)e89 whicl^ produced a pleasr 
jng effect when seen frona pur residence on the 
opposite ^ide of the lake. Tlbe s^peri(N: biillianqr 
j^ the lights at the palace wa^ distingui^hahle ar 
,bQye .the rest. The Birmans are sing^jlarly ex*- 
|>eit in the display. of ireworks of eveiy .d^scripr 

, On the tSth of Octo^r? I received a verha) 

memttfp .hom the Engy Teekie% that he should 

^•^r|acl to aee me on the following 4ay, when he 

weant to i»Y aside the j)arade of stat^, and honour* 

me with an unceremonious reception. I em- 

'IffilCied with plea^iir^ an opp<»tunity of an inter- 

jn»w wninciimheyefl with 4ie formalities of regal 

l^ompy and, accompanied by a few attendants, 

|irooee4ed on hors^ack to his palace at the ap» 

pfimted. time. As soon* as my arrival was an» 

fiouDCed, I was immediately introduced without 

Jim previous ceremony of wait^g in the rhoom^ 

' Qm this occasion he di4 i^ot, as formerly, exhibit 

. himself &om a casemcput window like a paged, but 

WBs seated at the upper end of the hall, upon a 

' couch dchly adorned with the customary onia^ 

^iMntSrf His j^ess was very simple. He wore a 

4vhite vest of fine muslin, with a lower garment of 

jH ^m and his head was bomad with fui embroidered 

fillet. Several, j^f^mman^ of r^nk were present^ 
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habited also in a plun manner, but dislingmdied 
by their gold tzaloe, or diun of nobility. Tth 
deportment of the prince at this interview wts'pet^ 
fectly frank, and free from ostentation. I mtm 
disappointed, however, in hb conversation. I ex- 
pected that he would, by inquiring into the state 
of the British provinces, and the causes of ^bta^ 
prosperity, have sought for information thi^ might 
hereafter prove beneficial to the country ofor 
which he is one day presumptiv^y to reign. His 
discourse took, a quite different turn. He asked 
only frivolous quesdons, and endeavoured to amuse ' 
me by the prattle of two sprightly chiMran^ ^m 
daughters. Half an hour havmg been spent in - 
this trifling manner, I withdrew, and paid a visit* 
to the Maywoon of Pegoe, who told me iJiat it- 
was his intuition to accompany us back to fiii^ ^ 
goon, where he would order every neceasanyt* 
be provided for our c^jtt^m^ce and tocemmoda- 
tion. ;. . 

The distance to whidi' our boats were nki&gbA^' 
to remove, rendered the traaspOEtation of our bag'* * 
gage a work of labour. After conveying.it «cra» 
the lake, it was to be li^n on carts, ttd dmwn '^■ 
for two mOes over what was now a plain of sandi^' 
but at the time of our arrival had been a wide sheet 
of water, navigated by vessels of considerable bui^ ' 
den. The communication between the lake and * ' 
the river was now; completely closed. 

On the 23d of Octd>er we began to send off 
our heaviest articles. The commissary, or Kye- 
woon, had taken care to provide a carriage |md • 
labourers, the expense of which we were not suf*^ - 
fered to defray. What I gave to the people, was 
considered as a private gratification. 
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i Ifadng embarked most of our baggage, Mr, 
Wlo^ and Dr Buchanan, with a proportion of the, 
air#i(limt8, lefl; me early on the 25th, to go on 
bcMiDd ^e boats. I remained until evening, wait- 
11^ for some papers which I expected from the city. 
tfmes were in readiness for us to mount, on the 
<^^po8ite side of the lake. 

<On learing Tounzemahn, as the boat pushed 
fi9nitheBh(M«, I looked back with pleasuj-e at the 
gpo^ nmder the shade of which we had resided,, 
9$i bade a glad but , not unthankfol adieu to an 
hajbit^ion where I had experienced kind hospita- 
litif^mi^^^nt three months in a manner that could 
no^ fiiil to impress me with a lasting recollection. 
of the scene. To be placed in so singular and in- 
teresting a ^tuatibn, cannot often occur ; nor can 
the" images created by it be easily obliterated from. 
tbft mind* ' 

Ridiag'> across the plain orer which I had lately 
sailed, I perceived that part of it was already un- 
4p4itiage, but the largest portion was left for pas-, 
tnx^ During the inundation, canoes navigated be- 
twi^en the iiouses of the lower suburbs of the city, 
gad all communication was maintained by water. 
Boiearts now plied in dusty lanes, and the found-, 
s^d&BB of the buildings were at least fifteen feet 
aboiw the level of the river. Our boats were at a 
credk, called Sakyngua, where a number of trad- 
ing vessels were also moored, some of them of con« 
sidonable burden. The noise of the boatmen on 
the \mnk, and ihe* smoke from the fires which ihey 
made^ readered >he situation by no means agree-^ 

able^ 

VariouA causes conspired to detain us at Sak- 
vngnA Creek until the 2&th. In the interval, I re- 
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ceived a short letter from the principal Woonj^e, 
directed to the Governor-general of India, iiiinfi 
tainitog a desire of the king to procure cfertam 'rcl*- 
ligiotts books written in the Shan^crit kngoag^^ 
likewise that a Birman, well versed in astronbiny^ 
might be sent from Bengal to his court, to instrti)^^ 
his own professors, of whose ignorance ih that h(A^ 
ttice his majesty was ftilly sensible. The lett^, 
however, laid as much stress on the purity of to 
preceptor 8 cast as on the extent of his knoi^l^^d^; 
and Comprehended a curious addition to the rtK 
quest, that a Bramin woman should acGbmpany 
die sage, with a view, I imagine, of prop«g»t9^ 
a race of hereditary astronomers. I infortned l3tM 
Woongee, in reply, that Bramins of learning ha^ 
an invincible didike to leave their native country 
even for' a limited period ; but to emigmte' w^ 
their families, I conceived, was an act to whIA 
no temptation would induce them. I adcN$d> tl^ 
the principles of the English government did not 
sdlow of force being used, to compel a Bubfecrt is^ 
^xile, who had not by any crime fbri>$ited the piMSf- 
tection of the law. This, I d^Eire s&y, was iMt 
very intelligible doctrine to the despotic tAoinuMll 
of Ava, and at all events must have been ptihAMMft 
novel. '" ••*n 

Whilst we remained at this place, one bf^nifff^ 
pie received ill treatment from the natives, * wwill 
Was remarkable, as being the first mstantoe ^rit 
had occurred. Dr Buchanan, desirotis of emfidli^ 
ing his collection of plants with eVery tit^ fff tni tfe^ 
tion of the country, used to empl#y a peasauf b«^ 
of Bengal to gather herbs for him, whom be ei>iery 
day sent for that purpose into the fiekls. The fitt- 
lowers of the Prince of Tongbo happened 'to re- 
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oide in tins quarter, a class of men notorious li- 
niong Birraans for their insolence and dishonesty. 
The lad unlnckily chanced one day to meet a party 
of these ruffians, who took from him his knife, 
basket, and tnrban, and, threatening to pnt him 
to death, so frightened him that he botanized no 
more till we were out of their reach. I had be- 
fore heard much of the ferocity of these people, 
who were very numerous. Report made their 
nonbers ten thousand. They were always quar- 
relling with the followers of the other princes, par- 
ticukiriy those of the Prince of Prome. It was 
•aid that the king had, on one occasion, whilst we 
were at Ummerapoora, sharply reprimanded his 
aon, the Tongho Teekien, and confined his Woon, 
cr minister, for not keeping his people in better 
aidijecdon. I took no notice of their conduct. It 
wasliot expedient, at my di^arture, to make & 
fphUc complaint of such a petty outrage. 

The river, whidi three months before had dis- 
played an iminterrupted expanse of several miles, 
W9M now broken mto separate streams, surround- 
uig noflierous islands, wbidi had just emerged from 
Ae inundation. The principal branch of the river, 
men in its diminished state, was a mile wide. Dr 
Buchanan and I crossed in a small boat to an island 
vliffe some fishermen and gardeners had begun to 
^f«et huts, in whicH they reside until returning 
floods in the ensuing year force them to abandon 
dieir habitations. They seemed to have the means 
€f comfortable livelihood. Their gardens were al- 
xeaAy sown with the sweet potato, convolvulus 
hfUatBSy pulse, and brenjals, solanum melongena : > 
the lifter are usually transplanted. The soU was 
VOL. u. Q 6 
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extremely dry^ notwithstandiDg it; had so r^cent]^ 
been coTered with . water, and the pasturage w^ 
luxuriant. The inhabitants possessed cattle and 
|>oultryin abundance, and doubtless were supplied 
with excellent fish. 

Early on the 29th, the Maywoon of Pegue yI- 
sited me, in a very handsome war-boat gilded tp 
the water's edge, accompanied by se?eral other? 
that were plain. He invited me on board, and we 
took Qur seats on the prow, which, in Birmao 
boats, is always the place of dignity. When we 
left the shore, the whole fleet pushed off aud fol- 
lowed us. Hie morning jiras fine, and the water 
smooth, whilst t\e spires of Ummerapoora in ov^ 
stem, the white temples and lofty lulls of Cha- 
gaing opposite, and the fort of ancient Ava below^ 
formed a very cheerful x>rospect. We rowed to 
Chagaing, where, soon alter our arrival, the May- 
woon took leaye of me, to return to the capit^d. 
baring business to detain him a few days longer. 
He, however, promised to overtake us on the way 
down, his boats being better adapted than ours for 
expedition. 

After dinner. Doctor Buchanan and I wall^^ 
out to view the fort of Chagaing, which, in 1^. 
days of Namdoo Praw, had been the seat of em- 
pire. We entered under a gateway, the arch of 
which was wide and well turned. This fort had 
nothing to distinguish it from others that tave 
been already described. It was not nearly so 
large as that of Ummerapoora, or even equal in 
extent to the lines of ancient Ava. The defences 
were suffered to fisdl into ruins, and the houses 
were meanly built among weeds and rubbish. We 
observed a well supplied herb market, whict was 
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attended wholly by women. Passing thi-ough the 
fort, we crossed a narrow fosse on a handsome 
1«rodden bridge, the length of which indicated, that 
diiring the monsoon the inundation extended to a 
considerable distance ; and a little farther, we 
came to the great road leading to Meengonng. 
On our right, lay the low ponical hills, whose 
Mtnmits, crowned with white temples, fuMrm such 
, cbnspicudus objects from the river. Advancing 
about a mile, we arrived at a viDage called Oderua, 
or Pbt Village, from its being a manufactory of 
earthen wai'e. The lateness of the evening pre- 
vented our ftirther progress. We returned by a 
h>ad that led to the left of the fort, passing in our 
way a neat village situated near the banks of the 
tlver. 

-" By means of our horses, we now enjoyecl a con- 
venience which, in coming up, we did not possess. 
A platform had been constructed in a biload boat, 
capable of containing five hdrses. We brought 
tliree from the capital, and added two others on 
the way down. Little trouble was occasioned by 
embarking or landing them ; the Birman grooms 
%«re expert, and the beasts tractable. Early next 
iiboming we mounted, and pursued the route of 
the preceding evening. Numerous temples lined 
the road on either side, but one only of the num- 
ber attracted particular notice. It was surround- 
ed by a high brick wall, from which elephants 
heads, formed of masonry, were protruded in such 
a manner as to give the wall an appearance of be- 
ing supported mi the backs of those animals. The 
temple was a pyramid of brick^ about one hun- 
dred feet high, ornamented with a gilded umbrella^ 
Passing through Pot Village, we came to a town 
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adled Kyeock Zeit, remarkable for being tiiegvMit 
manufactory of marble idols, the inhalatants of 
which were statuaries by trade. I saw thirty <». 
forty large yards crowded with fyrtists at work on 
images of various sizes, but all of the same pei^ 
sionage, Gaudma, sitting cross-legged- on a pede»t 
tal. The quarries, whence the materials are -pt^ 
cured, are only a few miles distant* The m»bl« 
is iM-onght hith^ in shitless blodcs ; and aftsar 
being fashioned, t&e in^es are publicly sold to 
those who have grace enongb to purdiase diem* 
The largest that I obseryedi a little exceeded thA 
human size, the price of which, they said, was 0119 
bundled tackals, twelve or thirteen pounds bnl 
some diminutive Gaudmas were to be disposed o^ 
as low as two or three tackals. The Leedegee^o^ 
steersman of my boat, bought one ti^ protect us^ <m 
the way down. The w(H*kmen were extrem^ 
civil and communicative. They would not port 
with their sacred ^mmodity, I was told, to any 
except Biramns ; but they answered our qtfe8ti<»» 
with good humour; and oiw^ curiosity nei^ier ex% 
cited surprise^ nor gave umbn^. Their ^look «ib 
simple. They shape the image witk a chisel ia§k 
mallet, and a^erwards smootli it by freestone a&# 
water. Many of the idols were beautifully po- 
lished, which, I understood, was effected by rub- 
bing tbemadble with three different soarts of stone/ 
the first rough, the second finer, and the third sudi 
as hones are made of: the workmen afterwards use 
the palms of their hands. This epilation gives it 
a transparent- clearness, ieu* surpassing the bnghteet 
polish of which European marble is susoeptiye. 
Such images as were designed for gilding did not 
r^jceiveso high a finishing.:. 
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' Jfelf a league further we came to where the 
temple of Komniodoo rears its massive and antique 
piiei .This venerable and curious edifice stands on 
ait' emiiMnee, which raiders it a conspicuous ob- 
jeet at 1^ distance of many miles. It is compos- 
ed of 8<4|d masonry without cavity of aDy sort, 
aad m shape resembles a bell. There is a high 
n^Hag of wood . encircling it, twelve feet distantv 
from the base. The circumference on the out- 
side: of the raiting, by my measurement, was four 
iniB^lpecr pace^ perhaps niree hundred and fifty 

- yank^and the height d^ not appear less than three 
hiwdred fSeet.^ ft ended in a clumsy cone, una- 
denied* 1^ a spire or llie Gustomary mnbrella^ an^ 
eichibited a striking contrast to the elegant and 
still laiger -(temple of Shoemadoo. .Indeed, the 
flftylS' of its starueture indicated* ^at it was buik 

* eitiier fa^ a pe<^e possessing totally different' no-i 
laoBS of ^ardiiteeture, or at a far more remote pe- 
riod. ' It was much the most inelegant and heavy 
lMdt^i% that we had seen in the country. The 
rdof had once been richly gilded, and the reiiiains 
of ':woodea galleries, from which the paint and 
^diisg were not. quite obliterated, lay scattered 
4r0wid. These <Nmaii9ents had probably been of- 
ten renewed since the first erection of the temple. 
KtHnmodoo was once celebrated for its sanctity^ 
and is^ sUll held in great reverence. Many devo- 
tees were sauntering round the hill, whilst others 
iveve jHTOstrate at their devotions. The Birmans 
hoa^ c^ the. antiquity of this building. They as- 
eribe its rise to supernatural agency, and fix its 
daie>.fnrdier back thaa the Mosaic era. These, 
however, were the tales of ignorance, to conceal 

- Q 2 
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the want of knowledge ; hut the traees df lotig^iv' 
ration were cerltiidy en<i6nt» and from its siise mmki 
f<»m Kommodoo Firaw seens likely to feaift ibgn 
^eets of time for many ages*' 
. From the site <^'KomBiodoe» we had aa eib^- 
tended view of the river winding through i^ rich . 
and level ceimtiry. A connderaUe lalke layto the 
soudiward. The plains wave now onltiFati^ < 
whMst numerous villages and herds of cattle de- 
noted population and plenty. At a shei?! distanoe; 
frpm the foot of the hill was a long avenue tbonad 
by 41 double row of tamarin^ trees of uncenuBCNii. 
staiteHness and<beauty, imder the shade of whidMii 
line of shops was ereoted on- ^ther nde, > idbo[% ' 
besides provisions and ck>th, utensils in Imiss^waif^ > 
and fiveworks, wexe sdd» On a green^a littkuway 
.retiied^pom'i^e road, wedbserved % immh^ioi^ 
people employed in making, rockets^ thei1»be8:.of 
which were we solid tnudcs of trees bored lafiNdr 
the manner of a pump. In^.80SM> Jthecavky:^- 
the cylinder wasnine or ten inches in ^^amet^cw • 
and the wood about two inches thick* The lemg^ 
of these tubes varied from tweVfie to twei^ feet* 
They w&ce fiUed with a composttion of ehan»ai« 
sal^tre, and gunpowder, rammed in very.lia9ib«t 
The enormous size of Birman rockets ^ has alrea^ i 
been noticed, in the account given of thefiveworloB * 
of Pegue; but several that we saw here> froc exr 
ceed^ those in magnitode* Tlie huge ones av» t 
fired from a high sca£fold erected for the {mipeaai $ 
Bamboos fastened toge^r, of a length adapti^ to : 
preserve tlie poise, form the tail of the rocket* in 
this branch of pyrotechny the Birmans take par« 
tibular ricligfat^ and are extremely skilful, ' 

The day was now far advanced, and the sun be 
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ooBM(«4)twerfiil.. Having si^infied our curiodt^r, 
ip».f;alloped baek to our boats, a distance of about> 
seveamy^s* I took Botice» in myway^ of fire- 
qiient sheds built at the side of the road, in which 
peia of wales w^ placed for the refreshment of 
trnveUers.'-' 

*' Chi^ifig is Uie .priac^ml emp#rinoi to whic^ 
codiUm is Inought from all parts of the conntry, and 
wher% after being cleaned, it is embalmed for the 
Gfaina market. Females perform the labour of 
deaiiBg it finom the seeds. This is effected by 
daiablo cylinders tume^ by a lathe, which the wo- 
ono wwks with her foot, whil^ she supplies the 
CfilkKL with hen hands. . I was told that the most 
o|Milent merchant in the empire resides at Cha* 
gqung, who deals solely in tins article. In the af* 
temopn weJoosed our ipoats» and dro9|v»d down to- 
AVa wk the opposite side* 

Early <m the foUowing. moming, I walked out 
t^examine tfce miiis oC ^is des«ted ca{Htal. The 
djoposhion of its sispets and Jmildings nearly re- 
■aobied that of Ummerap«ora at the present day* 
We^ could trace the separate divisions of the pa- 
Uo(^ amidst heap* of rubbish overgrown by weeds 
aatl thorns. On the apot wheroi but a few years 
siaesw the Lotoo atood^ and justice was administer- 
ed to A mighty empire puke and Indian com ni^va 
iMiv groinng* Passing to the westvi^pird) among 
rsBSOiM wafis wd (dlen temples, we came upon a 
gpood road ; and a miserable old woman, " the sad 
hifltoriaa " and living emblem of the place, pointed 
out the.way to Logi^rpoo Praw, fomierly ,tbe re- 
skkace of the Seredaw« or high priest of the em- 
pire^ where the colossal iioage of Gaudma wasatUI 
to Jbe viewed. 
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' The area on which the temple stands, is a i i| lfti ' (j 
si^Tounded by an arcade of masonry ; on each side^p* 
nine cubical towers are erected, and sereral boild- 
ings are comprehended within the space enttosl^ ' 
by the arcade. The temple in which ^ sttip^i^* 
dous idol is placed, (HfTers from the other pyrami^j 
dical buildings, by having aii arched excavatii6f thai 
contains the image. On entering this doniNe, etit^ 
surprise was greatly excited at beholding su<^'« 
monstroiisf representation of. the divinity. It was ' 
a Grandma of marble seated on a pedestal, in its > 
customary position. The lyight of the idol, ii^om 
the top of the bead to ibe pedestal on which it ea% - 
was neiaiy twenty-^fbur feet. The head was ei^* 
feet in diameter, and across the breast it measured - 
ten ; the hands were from five to six feet long ; die 
pedestal, wlMi was also «f maH^le, wtis rsistd 
eight feet from the ground. The neck ajld left- 
side of the' image were v gilded, but the tight arm 
and shoulder remdned uncovered. The Binnianft - 
■asserted, that this, like every**Aer Gaudma whlek 
I* had seen of ibe same teaterial, was compoflied of 
*one entire block of marble ; nor pould we, on ihe 
dosest* inspection, observe any junction of parts. 
If what they said was true, it remaiitt a mattOT ef^ 
much curiosity, to discover hoW sUch a ponderovs 
X4&SS could be transported from its native -bed, «tid 
raised lb this plac6. The bnikling had evidenOy 
been erected over the idol, as die entrance -WM/ld 
scarcely admit the introduction of the bead. Ne 
iatelligent Birman happening to be with •us, all 
.that I could learn in answer to my inquiries, was, 
that the image had been phiced thiere an bondredi 
y*W8 ago, by a king named Podoo SembiMUW 
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Whalmrer may b^ its. real histoiy, it is an ^x^a^ 
Ofdinaiy .specimen. of -i4olatrous exlravi^aice* , 

: On ooi^ retiim, we perceiyed a man driving a 
CKSt ^rasx^ by a piur of oxetn, which was filled with 
n^bbisli from the ruined buildings. I learnt that 
he/waS'Canying.the load to a neighbouring brook 
tA WB^Ai . it, expectting to discover gold, silver^ of 
8«iae aiticle of value, which not unfi'etiuemtly hap* 
pened. Old Ava is said to be the resort oJF nur 
jn«eoitt thievesy who find shelter and places of con- 
cealment amo^ the decayed religious edifices* 

Om* rttsearcbes- bei^ ended, we re-embaitec^ 
9^ imme<Uate]y go^ under way, the boatmen usin^ 
their oass withjusli^suifident force to accelerate in 
9 slight degneQ our .moti<^ down a gently gUdmg 
GWiSQivU The river, except in those places where 
islaads divided ^ stfefinf wa&abovQa mile wide^ 
A Itt^ before sunset, we. brought to for the night 
Oft Ae 1^ handy undera high bank near the towQ 
€i ^bsdaht, and in th« .evenmg we took, our cus* 
teoutty walk^ :which7«tr this^pllipe. was among lanes, 
oifiaiiatad by hedgeHP^^ws^ ^^Mjosmg- fields planted 
v^ pulses sesamttw &im1 .{ndian^oxn. 

We 1^ iSaadaht betimes^^ ^ext morning, and 
' oantnnied to float ^ownths'Stceam* with lil^e^ex;^ 
flDdoA-orJabour. to. our people* The river having 
iayea at4east^fteNi> feet smce the time we cam# 
vpftwe eeuld not, as belbre, observe the towns and 
^yiagei on eacb side, nor indeed could any objei^ 
be' seen Uurt was n<^ imniediately pn the edge .oi 
die banks, which hung peipi^^cul^ly over the 
W9I9, in many places to a couMderaUke height { 
but nre knew wh^ a town iht a :collection of houses 
waanigb, by the> steps that were cut: m the bank 
for .th^. conv^eaience of fetching water.- About 
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four o'clock we passed the place where the Kl^li- 
daem unites with the Irrawaddy. The mouth of 
the former did not seem to be much diminished by 
the change of season. We brought to in ^le 
evening, on the east. side, in the neighbourhood of 
a poor village, a short way below Tirroup Mew, 
where the country Resented a cheerful aspect 
Grass was growing, and cattle feeding in every 
direction. 

On the following day, November 2d, we con- 
tinued to travel in the same tranquil manner, ^i^ 
current of the river flowing two or three miles an 
hour with an unruffled surfece. The weather wa^ 
serene, and the temperature of the air mockmrt^ 
Abundance of water-fowl, collected on the san^ 
which had recently emerged front, the inunda-^ 
tion, afforded us good tiiooting. As*>we a^ 
proached the city of I*fioundoh, I made inquiry 
concerning the excavations in the banks^ tHum 
formerly had been the retreats of hermits, aild w:)lr 
told that no person would 4i9W venture to explore 
them, as they had become ^e habitations of' In- 
numerable snakes and other Msioiis r^tHes. We' 
brought to in the eveaing among a fleet of at least 
two hundred huge trading teats, which imp&' 
moored at the bank, waiting to deliver or receive 
m lading. Nioundoh is a place of mneh coitnnerce, 
having usurped all the trade that fomerty was 
carried on at Pagahm. Cotton, japanned n^are,'' 
and oil extracted from i^esamum, are 1^ priiMiipill 
articles of exportaticm. The land adjacent to thei 
. town did not wear a more fertile aspect than when^ 
we passed it four months before;— no change' 6f 
season could efiect an alteration in its barren soil ; 
but €m the c^posite bank <rf the river, rich crops 
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^e^ waving, and cattle grazing in lusnriant pas- 
tore. 

Early on the following day we left Nioundob, 
and readied Pagahm by breakfie^t time. Altfaougb 
^.distanee by land is so short that Nioundoh may 
be called the modem appendage to ancient Pa- 
gahm^ yet we were abore two hours between 
them, owing'to the circoitons course of the river, 
which lengthens the way to eight or nine miles* 

Mention of Fagahin has often occurred in this 
namliye, a c%^ celebrated lor its numerous tem- 
plea, and tiie traces which it bears of former mag- 
nificence. To examine its extensive and various 
nuna with the accuracy of a speccdative traveller, 
would have occupied more time than we had to 
spare. Shortly after the fleet had brought to, I 
yras visited by the ^Mioudogee, or thcr person who 

rm»ed tho town and district in the absence of 
pnnce* He informed me, diat his royal mas- 
ter was ^q»eeted on ^e following day from Um- 
mstafoon. In the vitemoen we walked out to 
view- a very cmrious aitd aneient temple, which was 
Impairing at the ii^Mne of the Engy Teekien, or 
prineei royal. It was built of masonry, and com- 
prehended several afches forming separate domes, 
into which four aicfaed porches led, that faced the 
four cardinal points. On each side of the doors, iii 
DBC^sses in the mdl, were seated gigantic human 
figures made of stncco, with large staring eyes, and 
the head protmded forwaid, as if to look at those 
nbo approached ikk threshold. These, I was told, 
nceare tlw^ snpeniatmral porters of the doors, whose 
power of perception was such, that they could 
poiatrate the recesses of Ae 'human breast, anil 
discover the sincerity. of devotion. The Mioudd- 
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.gee ohmcvedf that h was thepnaee's ia^eiMmto 
gild this temple ; and that four viss of gold, ab««t 
the Talne of sk hundred pounds^ vr^ce tdieady 
.prepared for that purpose. He added, that a eon- 
,side»Ue sum of idlver had been expended on'Ae 
repairs. '- 

. We were on tins oecanon informed oi a cif- 
cmnatance that diows how easily an art, ^onee 
well known, may be lost to a country &01A -dlsine 
jtnd the capricionsness of (i^hion. N otw iih sta nd- 
ing Uiat well-fonned arches of brick are stfil to 
he seen in many of the aaciea^ temples, yet Bbv 
mim workmen can ih> longer torn them, ftteo^ty 
has not in latter ages been nMteh practised x wd0tt> 
en buil^igs ^sve stqMiiBeded the more- solid eds^^ 
turea^oT brick and meoetke* 

On our retom, ^^Miovdogee pc^tefy Jnvteid 
tu to st«p »id rest oars^vus ae- his hoiMe* W< 
accepted the inntatioB, and werd oshra^ iitto 'ik 
conrniodiems dwelling ^cIobImI by a ndling, ^wB l s ff ft 
we found several persons seized in a spadonA MK 
Soon after our entrance, llie Mioudogei^ wifo drnte 
forth from an kmer apartmcnl^aitd satdoww by hi^ 
husband. She was attended by two female «(#*• 
i^uits, and held by the hand her daughter, a pretty 
delicate child' about eight years i&f age, whb ^Wtis 
not at all alarmed at the sight oif stin^^^is, Mt 
came and examined my hat and epmdette -tddi 
much engaging fiuniliarity. H^ ftther was'*^^ 
tremely civil. -Not knowing that wehfiid hoMes, he 
kindly offered us the use of his* if 'we ehose 40't^ 
main another day, «nd amuite oui^ves by lidMg 
through the ancient dty^ vthidk was 4oo ext«nM¥d 
lo be traversed in so short a time on fo^. Ddctd)^ 
Bu ch a nan having expressed a wi^ to ^tamkte^^ the 



. J jt m nfi fiHj a nurespeei^ of pba»v be prmniied to 

;^,9^ <Mie ef hk p60|rfe;Qii the folJk>wing day, some 

-^ distance, off, to procure it for.hh9» widch l4 pimc- 

..tnally .performed* Sudb Jitstftooea. of genuine iios- 

..^it«U^:i^e $un<»igBt the lugheet gratificatioais Uiat 

a traveller ,cpn experience. 

Next faonmg^e mqiioted our hoTBes at.an^early 
' JtM^ur, pnipuiq^ an eastward direction^ on a road 
.4ib^ led.tp bills called Torn>eiidang> ahoitt tenmiles 
.di^aaty .bey<ttid whidi* and mote soutlierly, ire 
jpenVBired iPQ$ipa» a i^mkiftX wonntaindnenlioned in 
,^ footer jqwtiey. On,<^u^ Bide.of the road, 
,riiMi9l9enib]e i»li^oaB bliildii)ig9 appeared, in every 
.0»^ jof dib^^idaticHiu At the diataoee of two or 
tdboee miles from tJie riy^, .the «ml became less 
fmf!ei[^ A few inoonsid^atUie. gardens were. en- 
■jfiSf^if 4m inhabltoata, sown cbieAywithlBdaaii 
^Mni and piilae» and iotsomepbces iJi« cation pleat 
.iiws.gDowifligf -We QCHKtimied owr.r]de.fi¥e,.ot me 
^fV^ikfh aafor.as a «mlX ^If^ named .J&Haaiigdoo, 
jflldieRe j4ie rims mm. to end in that directibii. 
^SffSBe I saw for .the tot Ume a kioumy or monas- 
40rft Imah o£ maaem^* We get Jbackabottt twehe 
.V<Joek* aadlaoad crowds of people aeseiBiiled. at 
..the water-aide, waiting for the anii^ of thelVmse 
J9f. Pf^iahmt who was hom'ly ^i^teeted. AU the 
jnen itf distinction bek>ngiiig to the dty bed gend 
^iA^mfifto i»w% him* In cnider to rnid^e more 
jnopm aeai: the spot where he was to laad^ we loos- 
44 lOnr boats, and remo?#d to. a situation lower 
Mwt^ Sh^y a&arUie<lle6t came insight* We 
givtere at too geeat a ^Sstimee to distiagni^ the 
l^mce's bargCf tbe.deoinationa of wfaidi weret.said 
'0t he v^ery handaopie^; but we saw an immenn 
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ntnnber of boats, and heard the shoots of the p^* 
pie, who welcomed ^ir royal go^^eraor with evetyt 
demonstration of joy. 

Bemg uiacquainted with the etiquette pr€|>er tg/l 
be observed on such an occasion, I consiilted the 
M ioudogee, whether a Tisit fnmi me was expected, 
or wotild be agreeable to the prince. He repjiedy- 
that my paying a visit wovdd lay the (»rince under 
the necessity of desiring om* stay for two or three 
days, to partake of aa ent^taimnent. As such a, 
ceremony conld not be convenient to him, and had 
no indncmn^it for me, I ^esA Bafoa-Shem to apo-» 
logize in my name, pleading haste and the latesJaBs 
of the season as my excuse for not having the ho- 
Bour to wait on him. 

At^ annrise next morning, the Prince of Prome 
passed by, wi^ a very numerous and noisy reti- 
nue. From the number of boats, there could not 
be fewer than three or four thousand persons. All 
the boatmen were singing in unison with the strokes 
of their oars. The Maywooa of Pegoe, who was 
in his suite, sent me a complim^itary massage, 
flaying that he meant to attMid t^e prince as £eur as 
MeeiMlay, his own jaghire, or estate, where he 
should wait our azrivd. 
' We were delayed at Pagafam, hy our boat peo- 
ple, till near ten o'clock, when we pushed off. 
' The rivOT, during the eariy part of this day, where 
islands of sand did not intervene, was not less than 
two miles wide. At one pkce, however, the chan- 
nel contracted, and the cuirent rushed round a 
projecting rock, with excessive rapidity. We saw 
several rang^ of hills, some of whidi approadbed 
near the river, but tli^ae were of no considerable 
magnitude. The Arracan mountains, fifty or ^xty 
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miles distant, which were visible at inteirak, tow- 
er^ high above the rest. In the evening we 
reached Sillamew, an ancient city which had once 
iMen a- place of considerable note. A little ^ay 
to the norljiward, we perceived the ruins of a brick 
fort, erectetiin a very judicious situation ; the ditch 
and wall were still to be traced. We had been so 
nHich engaged, when we were here before, with 
the silk md cotton merdiants who brought their 
goods to seU, ^lat we entirely overlooked the site 
iis iStm fortress ; an oversight that might easily hap- 
pen, as Its ramparts and towers are nearly level 
wHk the dust. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

AIRRIVE AT SBMBEWGHEWK— POLIl'KinSSS 'Ot 
TH« MAYWOON OF ARRACAN — YAWAKGHB* 

OUM WELLS OF PETROLEUM— PATANAG*— 

MEEADAY FRIENDLY ATTEMTION OF THE 

MAYWOON OF PEGUE KAYN, OR MOVNTAlH- 

• EERS — STRANGE CUSTOMA— NOTIONS OF RELI- 
GION — PULOO — PROME — VISIT THE SIT» GV 
A^ ANCIENT CITY— PEEINGHEE-i-MAYAHOIW 

PREJUDICE OF BIRMAN, BOATMEN-^DISA- 

GRBBABLE CIRCUMSTANCE— WESTERN RIVER 
— DENOOBEW — ENTEA THE RANGOON BRANCH 
OF THE IRRAWADDY— MOSQUITOES — MSET 
CAPTAIN TBOMAS-^ARRIVE AT RANGOON. 

We departed from Sillahmew at the customary 
hour, and by nine o'clock in liie morning readied 
S^9aJ>ewgfaewn on the east hank of the river. The 
town is a league inland ; but there is a yilla^ at 
the place where boats usually stop. We pwcerr-* 
ed a temporary house at some distance, such as id 
built for the accomibodation of a man of rank 
when he travels, surrounded by small huts ; and 
w^e informed that it was liie encampment of lite 
governor of Arracan. This officer had been newly 
appointed, and was on his way to take- possession 
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©f hk vice-royalty, fi^ch confers the title of May- 
woon on the po8sess<n', and is accofmted one of the 
most important governments of the empire. J. 
sent a message to him with compliments, and a 
request that he would forward a despatch for me to 
CUttagong, the frontier British province that bor- 
ders on Arracan. He obligingly undertook the 
commission, and punctually fulfilled his promise. 
I had afterwards the satisiaclion to know, that the 
fest advice which the Governor-general received 
•f my proceedings at Ummerapoora, was by this 
conveyance. 

We continued at Sembewghewn only a short 
.time. I did not land ; but the Doctor went on 
shores He saw nothing, however, that merited 
particular notice. Mr Wood remained till the al^ 
temo^i, to observe the distance between the sun 
and moon ; the lattw being at this ^me visible, 
and the sky unclouded. We rowed till two o'clock, 
ai whidi hour we reached Yaynangheoum, or Pe- 
trdenm Creek*— a j^ace already noticed in our 
joivney upt the river. 

Doctor Buchanaif partook of an ^ early dinner 
with me ; and when the sim had descended so low 
a» to be no tmger inconvei^nt,' we mounted our 
horses to visit the celebrated wells that produce 
the oil, an article of imiversal use throughout the 
Krman^ empire. The face of the country was 
cheerless and sterile; the road, which wound among 
rodcy eminences, was barely wide enough to ad<- 
nut the passage of a single cart ; and in many 
places^ the- track in which the wheels must run 
was a foot and a half lower on one side than the 
Other. There wwe several of these lanes, some 
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mare drewtcmft thwi othen, aefonli«g to 4h» aittr* 
ation of the small hills among' wliM^h thef led^^* 
Vokicle% goii^ and retof&ttgf were tho* «nsblo4^ 
to* puraiie different Tootes, except at ]MHrticaiu'^ 
places, wh^^ the. native of the gronnd wonkl oniy^- 
admit of one road. When a eart eame to the «b^ « 
trance of such a defile^ the driver hallooed out to^* 
stop any that nug^ mtetliire with jlmn< from the 
oppoMte'side, no 'pact b«ag suftciently wide lor 
two carts to pass« The^ hills, or codier hkMockfiy> 
were oorered with gravel, «nd yielded no othep^e^ 
getatioB than a few stunted busies. The wbeek « 
had worn ruts deep into the rock, which seemed 
tq^ be rather a mass of concreted gravel, iban haxd ; 
stone, and many pieces of petri^ed wood layt^ 
s^wed about. It is remeikoble, that whevevern 
these petri^BctioBS' were fouuV the scnl was nninne- 
dnctive, and the Kronnd destitnte of verdure* The > 
evening being far advanced, we mc^ bi^ 4em carts^^ 
Those which we did observe woce drawn^ eadi hf.- 
a.pair of oxen, and of a length disprDpoitieBatO'4o > 
the breadth, to aDow space for th^'ea|)]Hm pofa^t 
tb%t contained the oil. It was a natter <^ snr* 
prase to us, . how they eould <x>nvey sucJi brittle * 
M^mre, with any degree jdf saisty^ over io rug^ a 
road. Each pot was packed in a separate hmkx^ > 
and laid an straw ; notwithstanding which preeen* ' 
tion, the ground all the way was strewed with the* 
fragments *oi the vessels, and wet with oil ; iar- no 
caie can ^vent the fracture of some in every jovk 
ney. As ,«^e approached ihe pits, which w&e more d]»n • 
taut than we Iwd imagined, the country became leee 
uneven, and the soil preduced herbage ; it was nearly 
dark when we reached them, and* the laboqrem^ 
had retired from work. There seemed to be a great 



vfKmy fi^ mibm a sioaU compitas* Watyng to tlier 
ncttsest^ we found the< spwture about lour- feet 
espuifey and ibe ndea bb far as tvae eouM-see dowa 
WBfe Hned with timber ; tl^oil is drawn up in aa 
iryn p^ fastened tp a rope passed over a woode» 
c^dindec^ wbicdi revolves on an azip siqaported hy^ 
two upright posts. When the pot is filled, two 
malok taka the lope by the end^ and run down a daeU^ 
vityv whidb is cut in the groUody to a distant eqoi^^ 
vatentto the depth of the well. Thus, when iiief 
reiieb. ibe end of then;, track, the poit is raised ta 
its 'proper elevatioa ; the eontentsy water- Bm4 (nl 
tog^er, are then dischai^ed into a cistern, and 
the water is afterwanis drawn off ^irou^ , a ho}e> 
alr^the bottom^ Opr guid^aa active intelligent 
feUowy^w^it to a neighbouring bouse and^procui^d 
a wall rope, by means of wbidi we were enabled to 
iBCSiBure the d^tfi, and asceartained it to be thirty^^ 
seven ^Kthoms,; but of the quality of oil at tW 
bpiloDitwe eoidd not i^ige* The ownerN <^ the- 
rc^e^ who >£oUowed <N]r giude, affitmedy that when 
apit yMdfid^as much as C9meiq> te the wakt of 
of a man^ it was doemed tolerably ^rodue^ve. JLf 
it seaehed to his neok, it was abundant ) but that 
vAmh rose tto high^yian the knee wssaceottnted 
indiffiujent*' When a well is exhausted they re-^ 
stoffe.tbe 8|Mring by euttiBg deeper into the rook* 
which is extremely htffd in diose places where the 
oil is {produced* Government fum out the ground 
^at si^plies this us^ul commodity ; and it is a- 
gain let to adventurers, who dig weUs at their own 
l^izard, by which they sometimes gain, and oftm 
lose, -as the labour imd expense of digging iffe cour 
siderable. The oil is sold on the spat for a mere 
trifle; I think two ch: three huadred pate for- a 
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ttck»l, or half-a-cnown. Hie prineipal charge-iv 
incurred by the iTansportation and pnrdtase of tm^ 
sds. We had but half gratified ourcurioetty whitt 
il grew dark, and our guide urged us net to re* 
wamn. any longer, as iAne road was said to be nfeat' 
ed by dgers, that prowled at night tunong th^ 
rocky uninha^ted ways, through which we had to 
pass. ' We followed has advice, and returned, witk 
' gteaCer risk, as I thought, of J^^eaking our necks 
from the badness of the road> ihan of being de* 
▼oured by wild beasts. At ten o'dpek we readied 
our boats without amr misadTenture. 

We left Yaynangneoum before sunrise, and^ 
committi]^ ourselTes to the current, glided ahnoofe 
imperceptibly down ihe stream, l^e boatmen lying 
in idle ease, some on the roof, and others on the 
lateral platformi^ of the Fses el ; whilst their only 
occupation was dnging, prayii^, anil 8lee|Mng l^ 
tuns. Tlie present manner of passing ^mat thne^ 
was a contrast to i^att ^kvy ezpwienced on th» 
former journey, durmg ^ich their labour had been 
eoEcessFFe and without intermisnen. Tluey aM i^ 
peered pleased to return to ilangoen, wlMre iho 
necessaries of life are much cheeper than at the 
ci^ital. We hf this n%ht near the town of Pa- 
tanago, a place already noticed. Walking out in 
the afternoon, I started several hares. The coun- 
try abounds in game, and is beantifidly divenified 
wtdi hanging woods and rising grounds. 

The fleet parted from Patanago very early. Dr 
Buchanan's boat going ahead of the rest, he roadbed 
Loenghee half an hour before his companions, and> 
pffS^ting by his celerity, went cm shore at tlds ro«> 
uMfiiie spot, wh«« we had passed sev^al days on 
ow jouEBOy upwards. He walked to some dis- 
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linoe^ in the hope of finding fruit on a ti«e which 
abMit four months before he had left in the earliest 
•liige of blesBom ; but the fruit had since that time 
Eqiened and decayed, and the tree was now put* 
tag forth fresh flowers. Between this place and 
Mseaday, there are sey^al ridgea of low hills, 
doAed with wood, and destitute of cultivation, 
wittdi my people said were the hatutts of numeroos 
tigcnl and elephimts. At sunset we got to Meea* 
day, and perceived a number of boats listened to 
te hank below 'die town, and among others wa 
diadnguished that of the Mafwoon of Pegue. I 
imifiediately sent a message to his house, notifying 
WBtvamly and in return recdved a diil reply, 
ai q i r e Miii g a desire to see me« 

On the flawing morning, about nine o'clock^ 
a nephew of the Maywoen came down to welcoma 
19. After coKvenmg somoiime, I walked with 
him to yisit his rebtion, by whom I was receiyed 
With erery demonstration of fri^idship. He po* 
tife^ naked me to semain at Meeaday for a day or 
#ifia» and lisit his garden and country hquse. But 
arthe iMaaon'waa adtanced, I felt s^citoua to »• 
iroid muieeetsttry dday, and therefore excused my* 
aeft Inhiistf our stay would have put him to aa 
iaconvenieiice,' haying business, he said, to adjust 
oa his estate, whidi would ^nploy him for seve* 
ml days, but he e^MCted to arrive at Rangoon as 
aoon as oumel?ieB. On my expresnng a desire to 
see some of the moun^aSneers called Kayn, he 
oUighigly t^fered to send one of his attendants to 
a yiiage a few miles c^, inhal^ted by these peo*- 
ple^ with directions to faring some of them for our 
ijnpeotion, dressed in the proper garb of their couet 
try. I und^stood from him tbit, since our de« 
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parture from Ummerapoora, not less than 5^|O60 
persons had left that city, in the train of the we^^ 
ral princes and men of rank, who, aft;i^ ^pseytt^* 
homage at the golden feet, had retomed to tlieif^ 
respective goyfemments. When I took leave, lie 
ordered a pair of horses to he bron^t from his* 
stable, and requested my acceptance of tk^m,^ 
They were very handsome, and one was of s& na* ' 
common colour, having a number of circular hlmdk ■ 
spots on a milk white skin. In retnm, I presetiled 
him with a marquee made of European cabvasi 
lined with English Inroad cloth, and my i^b-bar-^ 
relied gun, which I more highly valued. 

Ill the evening I walked over grounds i^lhidi I - 
had ofteu trode before. Every thing in this cHb^-'; 
trict seemed to be flourishing. The peasants and 
farmers acknowledge, in the Maywoon, a mild abd' 
beneficent landlord. If diey were not so opulent 
as some, they were not so poor as many otfaen. ' 
Content, I thought, shone m every ctfmxb&mmtfbi 
and comfort appeared to be an ^ inmate of every 
dwelling. In my walks I saw a good deal of "f^tMe^ * 
and shot a henza, or Braminy goose. The Mh 
tives, although it is the symbol of th^ imUon^ 
hold the bird in no eslimation. It is somewhat 
larger than a barnacle ; the phmii^ is beautiliii, 
but the flesh mdifferent. 

Next morning, on my retrnn from a long ride, 
I found a number of people collected on the' h«oka 
opposite to our boats. These, I learned, w&e the 
Kayn, or mountaineers, wiA their eendactors,^ fw' 
whom the Maywoon had sent on the preoedingF 
day. I desored that ^e principal man and womfit 
should be brought on board* This carious couple 
were dressed in ^ir best attire, consisting of ^a 
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iK flbtfped ifeeved coat made of €081*86 black cot- 
tea cloUi. That of the man was much shorter 
'^anthe woman's. < Both were bordered with stripes 
<fef white, red, and yellow. The man had a belt 
oyer his right shoulder, from which was suspended 
» pouch, ornamented with strings and small shells. 
On lii^ir heads they wore fillets nearly in the Bir- 
maii manner. To the woman's were festened tas- 
sela, composed of the Calyptra of the Buprestis 
igiuta. She had also decorated her neck and arms 
wilb many slarings of beads and cowries ; but the 
moat remaikable part was her fece, which was tat- 
tooed all over ^ in lines mostly descrHiing segments 
cC circles. This cer^nony, which in some other 
coittitries is performed on the parts of women not 
publicly exposed, among ^e Kayn is confined whol- 
ly to the visages of llieir females, to which, in the 
eye of an unaccustomed beholder, it gives a most 
fixtevbrdinary appearance. The aspect of the wo- 
mukf though she was not old, nor in other respects 
Uffly, from the effect lof liie operation was truly 
Ipdeous. I asked the origin of the custom. This 
tliey did not know, but said it had existed from 
time immemorial, and that it was invariably per- 
f0rmod on every fenude at a certain age. I im- 
medittleJ)r. employed my painter to make a drawing 
of these singular figures, in llie attitude in which 
thiy stood before me-— a task which he performed 
in two hours, with great exactness, and drew strik- 
ing raaraablancea. There was some cfifficulty in 
takii^ a likeness of the man, who was alarmed 
and restless, from a suppoeition that we were im- 
peeing magical spells upon him ; but the woman 
stood still with her hands crossed, apparently in 
perfect good humour and content. Theyispoke 
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the Binnaa ^Xifoage indifferently; aod^ m,j)qda* 
[ to. engage their attention, we asked the man ^ye- 
ral questionsy where he expected to go wlu^i;^j|ie 
died ? He replied, that he ahpnld again hepcupae 
a child. Y^ will make you a child ? << T^ 
Monnzing.**. Who are the Mounzing?. " "Ihe 
' father jand mother of the world, w;ho gro^ ^^t}ie 
earth as two trees in a field, oi^e ev&c gr^^v jhe 
other dry. " What he meant hy l^is m^ta|^^ 
we could not tell, unless it was a l^^jof ^niqc^- 
^ sirQ and eternal renovation and decay. He.addod, 
that the Mounzing resided on the great moupti^ 
Gnowa» where the images of the dead ^re d^p- 
' sited. They had no idea of a place of ^f^tipre lee- 
wards and punishments, and deipty .the ^xisteiVPe ^f 
sin . in their . country. They do noj ^^y^ jnrhil^t 
living, hecaose they qmnot, ^i^ this l^e, p^ ijg^ 
Mounzing, hut they think that the^ WlgfS p^py 
to them, after mor1|d decease. They jburn ^QJr 
dead, and afterwards collect tb^ir a^hes in po,^m^ 
which they convey to a h^use, where, jf the. ^m 
contain the relics of a man, t^ey keep it sqc di^y?, 
if a woman, five ; rafter which it is c^^e^ t9 ^be 
place of interment^ and deposited in a gr%ve« .9^ 
on the sod .that covers it, ^s laid a wppdeaiffl^^^o 
of the deceased, to pray to the Mounzing^ and[ pro- 
tect the bones and ashcss. 

. These are the rude nption^ of reli^^on entertaiii- 
ed hy.the harmless untaught rac^ that inhpbijb^ t^ 
lofty mountains which ilivid^e Arracan from Ava, 
and who, as children of nature, delighting in 1;heir 
wild and native freedom, are for the most par| \m^ 
^uperably averse to hold any commerce with the 
people of the plains. The Birmans, since the C9ii^ 
quest of Arracan, have compelled many, |uid al- 
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hated a hw^ to settle in Tillages at the bases of 
the hillsy where thef are treated with a hamanity^ 
that tends to concHiate them to their new and 
more civilized state. A largq proportion of Kayn 
jHre, however, still independent. Th^ Birmans have 
ikot yet carried sacrilegious invasion to their holy 
iliomitain, which probably is not worth acquiring. 
'When' a Kayn dies within the jurisdiction of the 
Birmans, the relations of the deceased always con- 
vey the urn, and the image of the departed person, 
16 Grnowa, there to deposit them in hallowed 
earth. These people have no letters, nor any law, 
except custom. To this the Birmans prudently 
leave them, never interfering in their municipal 
imd social economy. 

Our curiosity being satisfied, we "left Meeaday 
•8 soon as the painter haid finished the drawings. 
l%f$ country throilgh which we sailed this day had 
a pleasing appearance ; spots of cultivation and 
frequent towiis sknted the river, while small hills 
douied with trees rose bdiind tiiem. We passed 
in our way through a fiock of thirty or forty ele- 
phants, fi^o wete swiniming across the river, car- 
rying their riders <m th^ necks. These were all 
females, and had been employed in hunting their 
own sp^es. - Males are seldom used by the Bir- 
mans for that purpose. Late in the evening we 
bhraght to at' a small town called PuUoo, where 
thelw is a customhouse, having now entered the 
gdvehiment of the Prince of Prome. 

We got und^ way eariythe ensuing mornings 
and about two o'clock stopp^ at the lower sub- 
urbs of Prome, in the midst of a great concourse 
of boats. Landing our horses, we rode in tiie 
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evening to view the site of a very ancient dty^ 
which ages ago waa( the residence of a dynasty of 
Pegue kings, hefore their country had submitted 
to the Birman yoke. On onr right, we left a large 
temple named Shoe Sanda Praw, situated on an 
eminence, round the foot of which were several 
kidums, or monasteries. Pursuing a southerly di- 
rection, we came on a level road leading through 
well cultivated fields, interspersed with groves of 
tall palmyra trees. We observed the chlmnels of 
two rivers at this time almost thy, but which hi 
the rainy season roll down an impetuous current 
from the mountains, and empty thisir waters into 
the Irrawaddy, By these streams, teak limber is 
floated frcmi the forests during the monsoon, and 
is sold here very cheap. A plank three^ inches 
tliick, and from sixteen to twenty feet long, may- 
be purchased far a tackal, or half a crown. The 
soil in the neighbourhood of Prome is remarkably 
well adapted for gardens, and we met several per- 
sons carrying loads of fruit on their heads to mar- 
ket. The evening was fiar advanced before we- 
reached Ysettee, <m entering whidi we passed 
through an old gateway, that appeared to be nar- 
rower, but of greats dep^, than any we had yet 
seen ; indeed the ruinous state both of the gate^ 
way and the wall rendered it difficult to judge ac- 
curately of their dimensions. Within we could 
distinguish nothing but houses and fields, and it 
was now too late to explore the antiquities of the 
place. Two intelligent men, whom we overtook 
riding along the road, informed us, that it had oneit 
been a great fi^tified city of a square form, eadb 
mde meastiru^ a space equal to two miles and a 
half; tliat it had flourished for several centuries 
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b^ore thei^ &U of the P^gae monarchy ; and that 
the Yestiges of the Imperial palace and a laige tern-* 
flL^ wer« still remaining. 

,, During om: ride we obseired twp caravans of 
waggons drawn up in a circular form, in the same 
Biaimer as those we had m^adarked at Meeaday on 
oar journey to the capital. Here, howeyer, llie 
ifpunto' of carts was much greater; one of the 
caranma ccmtaining not less than a. hundred, which 
were di^osed in two circles, one within the other, 
pvesenting a very formidable barrier against the 
assaults dther of men or of wild beasts. They 
were chiefly loaden with gnapee and salt fish, and 
had com^ from, a town called Omow, situated on 
llie banks of a lake> where fish is caught in such 
abundance^ as to constitute an article of commer- 
cial exportation. The road in this direction seem- 
ed to be well made, and much frequented. . The 
X^egee, or steersman, of Dr Buchanan's boat, 
who bad travelled- by land from Prome to Ran- 
goon, a journey of six days, said, that it was equal- 
ly good liie whole way. Timber aiul stone flags 
are the pincipal articles of export trade at Prome. 
When the day broke we resumed our journey ; 
the tempecature of the air was now extrem^y pl^- 
aant, and the mornings and evenings cooL At 
smiriaey . the qtucksilver iu the thermometer stood 
at .67 degrees. In the earlier part of this day, the 
villages, particulariy those on llie east bank, had a 
ffffy inviting i^>earance, from the orchards of 
ptontnin, mango^ and other fruit-trees, with which 
they were sorroundted. After passing Peinghee, 
tbe country assumed a rougher aspect. The river, 
at the « narrow strut wh^ our boat ,had been 
WTfk^ed on the way up, did net now run with 
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such rapid violence as before. Just above *fl^ 
roopmioa, we passed a large islantd covered witli 
reeds and bmshwood, windi the boat people siM. 
was mudi infested by tigers. The handsome town' 
of Kamggam was situated below it. We coitfli* 
nued our course till after dark, and pasdng tlie 
lights of the hm^ and populous^city of Mayahoun; 
formeriy Loonzay, brou^t to at the west htaSLy m 
little to the southward of the town ; but it waa 
too late to think of landing. 

Next morning (Nov. 13th) we put off, at an 
early hour. In the middle of ^ {»ece^^ n%ht' 
I had been alarmed by a iscene of discord between 
the boatmen and my people, tdiibh bftd neiEuiy pro- 
duced seiious consequences. The Birmans hare 
a superstitious abliorrence of any person's passiiig;^ 
over them when they are asleep ; it is deemed a 
great iudignity, as weU as injurious from the' ap- 
prehended effects of supeiitatural agency. T%e' 
boatmen usually slept either on the roof of 1^ 
boat, or on the platform projecting from the sides, 
whilst my people occupied the inner part. It hap- 
pened that in the night, one of the scddiers went 
out on the platform, and, regardless of the Bir- 
mans virho were taking ^eir rest, stepped over'^ 
them without ceremony, mbst likely ignmvnt'of 
their prejudice, and perhaps half asleep h^nseif. 
One of the Birmans^ however, chanced uidndkily' 
to be awake, who, jumping up, instantly attidced 
the - offender with his fists ; a scuffle ensued, at- 
tended with no smaM outcry. The other Bfrmana 
rose, «md armed themselves with the bamboos tbaft ' 
were kept for oar handles, llie sddieiiB flew td 
their bayodets, and my servants were preparing^ to 
take their part, in this state of ho«Rtility I came 
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auMmg tfaftm, jilBt tiBM enough to {Hreventmischief. 
Tboi Seree of Rangoon And the Ledegee at length 
pMfied the encaged acew, and I ordered my own 
|»CK^>le to return to their birt]|i8. Tbi» accident 
^lodnGed no Intare enmity, and it was the only 
dwigiseeiBent ttuit occurred. The BirmanSy though 
swnetimes icasi^hle^ were in geneiEal extremely 
g^>od tempenedy and seldom refused t» accommo- 
date the colart (^rangars)^ even at the expense of 
their own convenience. 

-We rowed all tWs day through a country not 
so well cultivated or so thickly inhabited as that 
we had passed on the preceding. A little below 
Shainwahy. a amsiderable branch of the river takes 
a.sQBth-westerly course, leading, we were infcmn- 
ed» to Bassien ; it is called Keidowa, and some- 
times Anon Ejoup, or the Western River. Tlie 
AiTttcan moontaxna were visible ki the north-west, 
quarter. We brought to after dark, a little above 
Henaadahy under a reedy bank> from which we 
were in?aded by inyriads of troublesome insects. 

The following day hrou^ us, without any re- 
markaUe inddent, to Denoobew. The' high bank 
and beautiful situation of Terriato or Mango vilo 
lage^ <m the west side, tempted me to go on, shore. 
It is a charming q>ot. llie town is inconsider*' 
M»9 hut the houses are neat and commodious. 
Denoobew, whem we arrived ^fter sunset, is dis- 
tii^;tiished by a fine temple, and is also celebrated' 
for its manufactory of mats, which are made here 
ia beantiful variety, and superiw in quality to what 
are fidbrioated in any other part of the empire. 
Long veeds and grass skirted the banks during the 
greatest part of this day's journey 
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FVom Demoliew to Yangala Cbittegttk^ tbe «h«r> 
prewrV€l» nettrly a ^dmct eovne. Abotkt t^a-o^d^di 
in ike OKMuiiig of &e I5th, we got to ibe tsa*russ» 
of the Fanlang river, whete it Gtopailites hcmlhef 
grem streaan, in the wtae' aaan^ isiiie Hoe^ 
does i)*oixr th^ Gang^. The |»incq>&l hrandi, pttp^v 
snin;^ a sontheiljr course, di^e8»> as it appfoadmr 
the sea, nito % mn^ber ef channds, which are- Wed' 
by the Me; and are for ike most part na^qBfaUe.^ 
"Die rirer we now entered is called by tariotts 
names, Ashay Kio«ip> or ^ Eastern Rivet, Pan- 
lang River, and Rangoon Rfrer, ihe wid^ of wloch- 
did not exceed four hundred yards. Theeftttem' 
bank is willnn the Jurisdiction of PegUB'S bat ih» 
opposite country is included* in the pi«y<Hytice ol 
Di^ and is goyemed by ^ person of a mnch leas ' 
- dignified title than MaEywoon. Hnxmgh the h^ 
reeds which «<^ each side ov^hung ihe^water^ tae^ 
veral ps^ways were ' made )0ading to* Carrioa^ mA^' 
lages. As we passed, I perceh^d a wateraowse. ■ 
which 'my people said came fttnn e^'lake caSkd' 
Mailatoo. We had* <now feacheil the ^^ade^f^where, 
in going up, we had been so -^severely t^j^eed kff 
mosquitoes^ md again felt their veni«not»^ iiiK< 
fluence.' They even assi^d tts hi the day^<ifliiSr' 
and in sudi numbers, that we 'were oblige to ibr-* 
tify our legs with boots^ aiid put on thick ^i«% 
whifet by continuiiiy flapping *ti^ 4m haibdheiv 
chief, we endeavoured to defend' our ^M)eik Bm- 
no sooner had darkness commeiftc^,'liifttf these ^ 
trdubi^some insects redoubled th^ir attadn, in 
sudif 'multitudesr, of such a^si^e, and sopokofion^ 
.that f am > persuaded M an European with a deM* 
cate skhi were to be (exposed unCove^d to their 
ravages for one night, it would neariy prove £ital. 
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Ewib lJi& BkiBan baataieir, whose Bltkm ftre iuft 
eMf )»enetr»ted, canned repose within their m> 
ti<A'; und my Bengal^ servams actualty cried out 
IB tOFmeBt. I lay m boots with my elodies oi^ 
and a donMe naptin over my fece, and even ihtm 
cmM frbeicre no rest. About noils' o'cloci: we 
asi^ored below the town of Panlaj^ being unable 
to tst&xk the tide ; and at eleven my p^^le hailed 
a strange boat coming with the flood, that rowed 
towards us. Instantly I heard an £urq)ean voice, 
to which I had not oi late been accustomed, and 
sdon recognised that of Captam Thomas of the 
Seahorse. I had sent an express when we were 
at Meeaday, to apprise him of our approach, and 
desire him to gc^ ready for sea. He had learned 
from a small vessel that we were at hand, and 
came thus &r to meet us. It being impossible to 
tHeepf we passed the night in conversation. The 
account he gave of his treatment by the mmiicipal 
govecnment of Rangoon during my i^bsence, and 
of the conduct of the Birmans in general towards 
his crew, was perfectly satisfeustory. He had un* 
rigged his ship during the monsoon, and covered 
the decks wiUi an awnmg of mats, as a protection 
against the weatho*. Being in possession of a 
t^^aUy commodious house near the quay, he oh* 
ligiligly offered me a room in it. Of this I availed 
myad^ having no intention to remam at Rangoon, 
longer than was absolutely necessary, and hoped 
to Umit my stay to a very fe^ days. At midnight 
we got under way^ and brought to again at six in 
the morning. The banks on each side of the river 
do not indicate much cultivation in its neighbour- 
hood ; but of the state of the interior country wp 
could not judgf?, being prevented by the busbf ' 
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and tali reeda from seeing any distant otjeets. At 
ten o'clock the boatmen resumed tbdr lid>oiiry and 
we passed on the left a very miserable viUii^ 
named l^theet. We were again obliged to an- 
chor on account of the tide, and early on the 
morning of die 17jtb of November landed at Ran- 
goon, 



■j 
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CHAPTER X. 

IMPERIAL ORDER REGISTERED AT THE RHOOM 

RSFLECTIOMS ON OUR COMMERCE AND COl^- 

NEXION WITH THE BIRMAN EMPIRE — RECEIVE 
A VISIT FROM THE MA^WOON — ACCOUNT OP 
A CARRIAN VILLAGE — BIRMAN GAME OF 
CHESS — INSTANCE OF A TRIAL BY ORDEAL-^ 
LETTER FROM THE MAYWOON TO THE GO- 
VERNOR-GENERAL — TAKE LEAVE EMBARK 

ON !B0ARD THE SEAHORSE — VOYAGE TO BEN-' 
OAL — CONCLUSION. 

The Maywoon of Pegne anived at Rangoon a 
few hours after we had landed. I paid him a vi- 
nt on the following mornings and apprised him of 
my intention to sail for Bengal in a few days, when 
he pofitelv said^ that he wonld continue at Ran- 
goon imtil we departed. He informed me, that 
the orders for carrying into efiect the late regula- 
tions would be publidfy read and registered at the 
Rhoom on the following day ; and he invited me 
to send a confidential person to be present at the 
ceremony ; adding, that the records were always 
open to public inspection, and that whoever chose 
might at any time procure a copy, by paying a 
triftng fee to the officer of the court. 
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It may not be improper, in this stage of my 
narrative, to offer a few observations on the rela- 
tive connexion that subsists between the British, 
possessions in India and the Birman empire ; to 
point out the commercial objects that render the 
intercourse desirable, and tlie political nec^ssky 
there is for our preserving such a degree of na* 
tional influence with that government, as may en- 
able us hereafter to counteract any attempts to di- 
minish our weight, or to erect an alien power, 
that might eventually injure our interests, aod 
even one day rival our authority^ The propriety 
of dismissing a subject of so much moment natu- 
rally suggests itself; but a moment's reflection 
serves to convince us, that it ought not to be pass- 
ed ovei* in silence. It is too true, that the im- 
portance of the objects is hidden only from our- 
selves. ' Those against whom it is most inc|unbeat 
on us to guard) are well appnsed of their extent 
and magnitude ; but even were it otherwise, the 
security which is to arise from the suppression of 
points of general laiowle^;e, is fallacious and with- • 
out dignity. Prudence requires that the tranaac- 
tions of a cabinet should not be divulged ; but that , 
policy must be very shoit-^igbted which attempts 
to conceal from the world what every person may 
discover — the bounties of Proyidence, the products^, 
resources, and local advantages of a great em- 
pire. 

British India^ is more deeply concerned in her 
commerce and connexion with that part of the 
Birman empire called Pegue, than many persons^ 
in other respects intimately versed in the affiurs of 
Indi% seem to be aware. This interest points to 
tliree distinct objects; first, to secure from that 
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qtuirter regular supplies of timber for sbip-buiyd- 
ing, without which the British marine of Indiia 
could exist but on a very contracted scale; se* 
condly, to introduce into that country as mudi of 
our manufactures as its ccmsuinption may require, 
and to endeavour to find a mart in the south-west 
dominions of China, by means of the great nvet 
oi Ava ; thirdly, to guard with yigikmce against 
every encroachment or advance which may be 
nude by foteign nations to divert the trade into 
odiCT channels,' and obtain a permanent settlement 
in a country so eont^ous to the capital of our 
possessions* This last consideration supersedes all ^ 
others in the magnitude of the consequences that 
m%fat ultimately result from it. 

It is impossible to impress my reader, by any 
stronger proof, with die vast importance of llie 
Pegne trade, than briefly to state, that a durable 
vessel ^ of burden cannot be built in the river o^ 
B^igal, except by the aid of teak plank, which is 
p to cur afele from Pegue alone ; and that if the tim- 
ber trade with that country should, by any act of 
power, be wrested from us, if it should be lost by 
misfortune, or forfeited liirough misconduct, the 
ttai^ie of Calcutta, w4iich of late yeals has proved 
a source of unexampled prosperity to our principal 
settlement, f essentially benefited the parent coun- 

* Ships have been constructed of saul wood, and of o- 
tber indigeuouft timber of Bengal ; but on trial they were 
not found to foe serviceable. 

f The following remarkable instance of public spirit 
will evince the advantages that hare^ already been derived 
by the parent ccMmtry.from the marine of India, and the 
benefit that may in future be expected. 

In the year 1794', when tlie horrors of impending fa* 
mine aggravated the miseries of war, the Secret Commit- 
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tty, and given hononmble afflaence to indi^^dttiAs, 
nxvet be reduced nearly id annihiktion, withotit 
tJie poenbil&y of onr being able to find any tute- 
qndte gnbstitute far the material of wkidi we^ fihottld 
be deprived. Within the last six years, eome«ef 
the finest merchant sh^ eve^ seen in thei^Fer 
Thames have arrived from Calcutta, * wheve lihey 
trere built of teak timber; and, after delivigrii^ 
valuable cargoes in Londim, were nsefuMy eiii>- 
ployed in the service of the state, t Nor wm^ t)ie 
destmction of the Pegne «rade be confined solely, 
hi its efl^dcts, to Bei^. The other settlraciente 

te0 of the Couxtof I>ireetoi«, «t the recommeDdatioiiof 
his Majes^'s ministen, transmitted b^ express to Lord 
Teignmoutii, then Governor-general of India, intelligence 
of the calamity th&t threatened Great Britdn, destring 
m^atKrer aid t^ Govenunentof India ootild suppiy* On 
receq^ of the despatch, the Governor-general, with that 
promptitude and energy which distinguished his'adminis^ 
tration, exerted the influence of government 'with 9uck 
ffffeet, that l^OOO tons of shipping, almdst entirdy India 
built, w«re fnd^tM to carry rice to England; and were 
loadan and cleared from the port pf Calcutta In less than 
five months firom the date of the arrival of the letter. 
This supply, with the exception of the casualtres of the 
sea, arrived most opportuiiely for the relief of the poor of 
liondon, and iMu<»d the price cf that excellent artide of 
food to three halfpence a pound. So extcaoidiiiary w^ 
exertion is neither so widely known, nor so justly appre- 
ciated, as it merits. ' It is a circumstance wliich reflects 
the highest credit on all the parties concerned, and de- 
serves to be recorded, in order to declare to posterity the 
vast resources^ of Crreat Britrfn, which was enabled to 
draw seasonable supplies of provision for the. relief of the 
■Metropolis, from colonies situated at the distance oi near- 
IJr two<4hirdi of the equatorial circumference of the globe. 
* The Cuvera and the Gabriel, built at Calcutta of 
B^^e timber, are now in the river, and exhibit no con- 
temptible speclliens of the naval architecture of India, 
ine pent of Calcutta can furnish 40^000 tons of shipping. 
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wovid sensU^y shaFe in the 1ob9. Madcas is sup- 
pUed from Rangoon with timber for aJl the com- 
moa purposes of. domestic use ; and even. Bom- 
liayy although the coast of Malabar is its princi- 
pal storehouse, finds it worth while annually to 
im^/ort a hirge quantity of plai^ from Peg^. 
- But whilst it is adrantageous to us to promote 
t{>e ^oEportatioA of timber from the nmri^ime towns 
qC Pegue, it is as manifestly our interest, ta dis- 
OOjVdge ^e, building of ships in the Rangoon river, 
y^/iiiBse the construction is fisu^ilitated. by local ad> 
i^tages equal to those of «ny port in the world, 
and superior to most. . The progpress made in this 
art ^ by the Birmans has of late years been rapid, 
and increases in prop(Hrtion as foreigners can place 
confidence in the Birman government. A^fhen 
merchants find that they can build with security in 
the Rangoon river, for one-tJurd less cost dian in 
^he Gan^s, ' and. for nearly half of what they c£m 
^1 .Bombay, few will hesitate in their choice of a 
place. It is said, that the ships of Pegue are not 
BO firmly coiotructed as those built in our pbrts, 
and in general this assertion is true. But the de- 
ff)ct does not jBiise from want of materials, but be- 
ranse the owners were speculative adventurera, 
tid^iout si^cfent funds to defray the charges of 
]|4;M7t|r and o^ivo?^ in which material Pegue ships 
have, by fatal/ exp^ieuce^ been found deficient. 

•, ♦ The Superb, a very fine ship, which was on the stocks 
when I was at Rangoon, has lately delivered a valuable 
cargo in the river Thames. Tlie Laurestone also, a ves- 
sel of consi4erable force, which, I believe, was taken into 
tfie Trench line during the last war, was constructed at 
the same port. 

VOL. II. T 7 
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The shipwriglitsy hoTireTer, ai« 9» expert asviiy 
woiiunen of the East ; and their modeb, whi^ 
ai^ all from fVance, are excellent. The detrim^M^ 
lJieref<Nre, that arises to us from the con0tmcti)imi>f 
iMps at Rangoon, is not leiss evi^^t llian "^^ 1k^ 
nefit that we derire from impc^rdiig ilie nnnniDliM 
factored material. The Birmans, sagacioildy 
knowing their own interest, set us an example dT 
policy, by remitting all doly on Cordage, cafiTa^ 
and wrought iron, provided lliese articles are Aoraa- 
/ide brought for iiie eqaipment of a new veds^ 
The port charges also are not exacted from a ncfw 
aUp on leaving the river to prd<^ed on h^ £am 
voyage. A conduct on their part so 'wise, sngL 
gests to us the expediency of adopting some m^^ 
sures for our own interest. An alien duty, or a 
modified disqualification, would prdbably, like #ie' 
acts of Parliament in aid of Britidb *iiavi^tion, 

grove the most effectual ren^edy. Trade cannot 
e prosecuted in the Indian seas to ady extent, 
except with British ports. Many'objections, itis 
Une, may be made to such a proposMon ; but the 
good resulting to us would be immediate and cer-* 
tain ; whilst Sie ill consequences, if afty there be, 
are equivocal and renlote. ' " ■ 

But if we are called tipon, by our interest in a 
commercial point of view, to check the grow^ of 
^ip-building at Rangoon,' how mudi more impt>rt^> 
ant is the subject when seen in a pofitical light? 
it is a fact which appears to -merit some c(iQSi* 
deration, and is perhaps not generally adverted to,' 
that in a very few years, and at a small compara* 
^ve expense, a formidable navy may rise on the 
oaoks of the Iirawaddy, from the forests of Pegue. 



SMBASSY TO AVA. 219 

Uia ^r^Mblf not knowa, that artifioewr ♦ aie edu- 
e»fy^ by out ene9iies for that express purpose, 
whikt we encourage their progress in the science, 
fbjr enabling them to derive benefit and acquire ex- 
'pexvsme at the same time* National security, 
therefore, as well as mercantile advantage, strong- 
%^u];]ge,a jvigilant attention to a quarter whence 
4Jb& means of injury to ourselves may so abund- 
antly be drown*. 

•,,. Tpie imports into Rangoon from the British set- 
tlements, in the year 1794-5, amounted, I was in- 
loomed, to more than twelve lacks of rupees, about 
i3$,(>00/,.8terling.. These consisted <Aiefly of coarse 
moce goods, glass, hardware, and broad cloth. The 
demand for tibe last article, in the year 1795, was 
connderable, Betums were made almost wholly in 
f^timb^. A few imimportant commodities are annu- 
^aily. earned from Pegue to the coast of Pedier anil 
:lh0 PkiociQ of Walesa Island, for the China mark^. 
-The timber trade, diough attended with a certfUn 
.Advantage to the carrier, yet, not producing such 
'.]a£ge pn^ts as a more hazardous venture to the 
tEastern stndts^ to China, and the Malay coast, is 
seldom prosecuted by m^chants of the highest 
' conamercial credit, who aim at making a fortune 
by the success of a single voyage, . for which the 
ii^p is usually freighted with that valuable and al- 
luring drug opium, so eagerly sought after by the 
JChinese,* yet so «trictly prohibited by their govern- 
9ient. Owing to this enterprising spirit among 
merchants in India, a ship is seldom sent to carry 
wood, except when the owners have not funds to 

* The French have long maintained an agent at Ran- 
goon, and are thoroughly acquainted with the advantages 
' ^hich the country of IPegue i^ers. 
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provide a more valuable cargo; andtkis inability: frj^- 
q^eiitly extends even to the means of defraying tiie 
expense of a lading of timber. Hence the mast^ 
of a vessel often finds himself embarrassed when 
on the eve of departure, add the vessel is soma- 
iimes detained by legal demands which he cannot ^ 
discharge. Difficulty producea contention, ai^d 
provokes bitter and generally groundless inyectives 
against the laws of the country, which ^oiigh <^ 
pressive to the subject, are certainly lenient ty) fo- 
reigners. » 

Timber for marilime purposes is the only article 
the Birman empire produces of which we stand m 
indispensable need; and to promote or encouraiEe 
the culture and exportation of those conunodities, 
which form the viduable staples of British India, 
almost all of which the kingdom of Ava is capable 
of yielding, would operate to the manifest iiyury 
of our own provinces. We require, and should seek 
for nothing more than a mart for our manufactur- 
ed goods, an4> in return, to bring back their mi- 
wrought materials. Inteiference in any oth^r 
shape appears to be impolitic, and likely, in the 
end, to prove prejudicial to ourselves. 

The maritime ports of this great empire are 
commodious for shipping, and iietter situated fw 
Indian commerce than ^ose of any oth^ power. 
Great Britain possesses the western side of what 
is celled the Bay of Bengal ; the gpvemment of 
Ava the eastern ; which is far superior to the for- 
mer in the facilities it affords to navigation. From 
the mouth of the Xranges to Cape Comorin, the 
whole range of our continental territory, there is 
not a single 4iarbour capable of affording shelter to 
a vessel of five hundred tons burden. It is an un- 
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bn^en' line of exposed shore, where ships must 
lide in opexi roads ; but Ava coii^rehends within 
her extent, of coast thtee excellent p<»*t8 — N^tsiiSy ' 
'the most secure harbour in the bay ; Rangoon, and 
Mergniy e^h of \9hkh is equally convenient, and 
• mudi more accessible than the river of Bengal, 
whidt is the only port in our possession within 
die bay. 

The entrance into the river of Bengal pres^i^ 
as intricate and daikgerous a channel as. any that is 
known. And during three months of the yi^Br, :a 
diip, in leaving the Ganges, incurs c<»iidd^rable 
' hazard from being obliged to beat against a fotil 
wind, in shoal water, among surrounding sands ; 
but irom the harbour of Negrais a ship launches at 
Once into the open bay, and may vtrork to the 
Sou^wahi, without any other impediment thin 
whiit the monsoon opposes. Rangoon, at that 
particular season, is more perilous ^tbaSgi Negrais, 
especially to vessels bound frond the Straits of 
Malacca, Pulo Penang, and other eastern p<»1s. 
^ese, if not weU acquainted with the violet cur- 
rent setting at that period to the eastward, are li- 
able to be deceived in their reckoning, and, imii- 
gihing themselves to be farth^ west than they 
really lire, sometimes staild too much to the north- 
ward, til they get entaiigled among the shoals of 
tirhat is called the Bay of Martaban, whence a re- 
- treat }s very difficult and where the tide flows 
with such impetuosity, and rises so high, that 
anchors are useless, and retard, but for a veiy sh<^ 
•'period, the impending fate. Ships sailing from the 
westward, by making Cape Negrais, and keepii^ 
within sight of the coast, until they com^ near the 

T 2 
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bar of Rangoon, avoid those dangers. At every 
other season Rangoon may be approached, and 
left^ with perfect security. The bar is narrow, and 
contains depth of water, at three-quarters flood, 
si^Bdient for vessels of any harden. The <jiani«l 
of tlie river b unimpeded, carrying from six tu 
eight fathoms as high as the town of Rangoon. 

Blessed, with so extraordinary a coincidence <tf 
advantages, arising from situation, extent, produce, 
and climate, the kingdom of Ava, or m<ne proper- 
ly the Biiman empire, is, among Eastern ni^<w8, 
second in importance to China alone, whilst, from 
its contiguity to Briti^ Incha, it becomes to ns'of 
much greater consequence. We can have no rea- 
son, in the present fn*osperou8 state of our b£Euxb, 
lo dread the hostilities of all the mtive powers of 
India combined. Our hereditary foe is destroyed ; 
and there remains no other,' who bears towards «s 
any fixed or rooted enmity. The IMrmans csar- 
iainly do not ; but, however favom'able their na- 
tural disposition may be, that characteristic pride 
and unbounded arrogance which govern their eon- 
due^ towards other states, may lead them to <^fer 
indignity which we cannot avoid respiting, and to 
.commit acts of aggression, as; in the affidr at Cldyt- 
tagong, w^ch we shall be obhged to repel. Sudi 
necessity is sincerely to be deprecated. Steadiness 
and temper in o«r negooiations, and a leaaonahle 
allowance (or their miiMaken principles, wUl g& fw 
to avert the ill consequences that might arise from 
their. . haughty and weak assumption. We cannot 
expect from a proud and victorious people, im- 
pressed with an extravagant opinion of their own 
power, that reverence whidi the stales of I11& 
have been taught to feel for our establi^ed cfaa- 
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iwoter. ^e fmncipal nations to the east of B^i- 
gd are to be considered by themselves as a kind 
of: body politic^ wholly dii^et from all others; 
ttnd in hct Chim, Ava, and the countries south 
ef '^mj compose a body in extenl and namberof 
'kifaabitaats, more than eqoal to all £nrq>e. The6e 
nations are connected by a striking similarity of 
manners and political madams ; to which, as. they 
oomot be suddenly changed, we ought to. assimi- 
late, in our intercourse with their goyemments, as 
ftoras the digDtty of our own will permit* To pre- 
Mrve a ccnrespondence and a good unda'standing 
widi the Court of Ara, is essentiaHy expedient for 
own prosperity ; but, for the reasons afaready stated, 
that connexion diouldnot^ be toa intimate. A li- 
mited tmde and a prepcmderating influence, suffi- 
cient to counteract 1^ maohiimtions of our ^Le- 
slies, are the utmost lengths liiat we shoidd go. 
Sy our not interfering fother, the Bkmaus wMl be 
convinced of the moderation and justice of our 
principleB, md learn from them to repel the msi- 
dious advances of any other pow^, made with a 
latent view to undermine tiieir dominion, and nlti- 
ni8lely>to wrest thdr country from thenh It is 
oar interest to maintain their mdependmicef and 
to 'guard it from foreign eneroadbnent ; wl^lst'a 
* knowle%e of ^lis truth cannot fiedl, in the end, to 
waiter the Birman govemm^it to ours, in bfmds of 
ceciprocal amity and confidence. 
'^ l>ariBg the few days that we continued at Raii- 
goon, I had the pleasure to interchange many re- 
■c^rocal marks of dvility with the Maywoon, who 
paid me a vint on board' the Seidiorse ; after 
wMch we rowed in his war-boat to* a very fine ship 
belonging to him^ which had recently be^ built, 
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and, lie assured me, wie eiitirely the woi 
of native artificers. 

Whilst we remained here, Doctor Bucbanail, ac- 
companied hy one of the (Mcen of the 'Seahorse, 
mads an excursion on horseback a few miles o% 
to view a village inhabited by Cananers, the simple 
rural race of people of whom mention has already 
been made.* Passing by the greiat temple of Shoe- 
dagonng, they proceeded along an mdifiSn^nt road> 
. jabout three miles, till they arrived at . one of the 
villages which they songht. It conlamed hot moie 
than ten or a dozen honses raised on posts, and 
disposed in such a planner as to raiclose i square 
yarid, in which were a number of bnffi4oes. The 
heiul man was gone to a distant village ; but one 
of the inhabitants invited the strangers to enter his 
dwelling, and hospitably offered what his house 
afibfded. The visitants asdended a narrow ladder 
dbout twelve feet high into a sort Of bam, divided 
into two by a mat partition* The floor was of 
rough boards, die sides of mats, ^nd a roof, com- 
p6sed of bamboos, was covered with thatch. At 
flight they drew up the ladder, and closing tlie 
door, sleep secure from the iEuraaults of wild beasts, 
or the depreciations of thieves* Seven or ei^t 
men, as many women, and several children, con- 
stituted a numerous ftumily. They seeme^'a healthy 
and vigorous race of pec^le, and were of a fiiirer 
complexion than, the genendity of southern Bir- 
mans. Some of the women wore rich, strings of 
coral round their necks, and were even adorned 
with onuunents of gold and silver. They speak a 
dialect peculiar to themselves, biii their language 
is radically the same as the Bhinan. There are 

* See Vol i, p. 242. \ 
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both Pegue and Birman Carianero, who diier iii 
the Bame degree as the nations to which they are 
attadied. They complain of being oppressed by 
the Bihnans ; but their appeai'ance did not indicate 
^flevere^c^prefision, and they have % certaiii sale for 
Vhatever their industry can raise. Doctor Bu- 
chanan saw several Carianers on the road carrying 
tiaskets ; some' going for the produce of their gar- 
dens, others returning with burdens of fhdt and 
y^etables. The Kfe these people lead is truly 
pastoral; They have no other business or object 
except that of cultiyating the soil, and tending 
Aeir flocks. Their reli^on is the worship of 
Gandma ; but in these rites they do not join with 
the same fervour that animates the Birmans ; they 
rather seem to acquiesce in the doctrines of their 
conquerors, which they do not even profess to un- 
derstand. 

* Dr Buchanan interrogated one of the men, wlio 
admitted their want of Imowledge, and assigned as 
the reason, that God once wrpte his laws and com- 
laands on the skin of a bufiBsdo, and called upon all 
nations of the earth to come and take a copy— -a 
summons which all obeyed except the Carianers, 
who had not leisure, being occupied in the business 
of husbandry ; and that, in consequence of this ne- 
glect, they remained ever since in a state of ignor- 
ance, without any other cares than those which re- 
lated to their past<Hal employment. On going 
away Dr Buchanan ofiPei'ed them a few pieces of 
silver, which so excited their surprise, beiitg quitQ 
unaccustomed to such acts of liberality, that they 
liesitated to receive the money, and seemed at .a 
loss to what motive to asciibe his bounty. After 
looking at one another, and talking for a minuto 
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or two wi& mnoh eamestaness, tbe wonieii* *imj»^ 
snddfiii, as if lib desaga liad just l>eea discoreieJ^ 
fdl ran away liuighingy whilst the ^en suUmly d»i 
cUaed the gi£b. la hcH^ they comdi|ded 1^ thst 
Doctor wanted^ to . pnrdiase the fayoars of oatji 
&eir fdmalea, having no notion of a dismteoeeled 
donation. The ladies, howevOT, did not wait 1» 
ascertain £or wh<»n the golden apple was dflsigaflj^ 
and it was in vain he tried to .c<m7ince the m^ 
that their suspicioos ware ill founded. These p^Mf 
pep{de entertain a delicacy in regard to woiafti^ 
which their more enlightened conquerars do a«l^ 
feel. Ta prove the purity of his int^stic^iSy Jiow- 
ever^ thie Doctor left the money on the floor when 
he departed. The gentlemea returned by thesanii^ 
road, and in their way^ examined a ndau^ral ^dng 
in the neighl^oarhood of the great Pagoda* . . i 

I had an opportunity, at jRangoon, of obsarrsQ^ 
that the Birinaas of dutmction played at chess, a 
circun^stance which, from our seeded situiutieii at 
the capital, had escaped my noli<^ This ganao.ia 
' held in M^ estimation among the superior raidfiB* 
Hie board they use is exactly similar to. ours, coa* 
taining 64* squares, and their number of tcoops the 
same, 16 on each side ; but the names, the pawer 
and disposal of thmn, differ essentially. The king 
and his minister (a queen is never introduced .by. 
the Orientals) are mounted on elephants. Tlieeo 
are dreaded by two castles or y^ittay, tw«» kitigfals 
on horseback, Mene, two ofiic^^ on foot, one call-, 
ed Meem, the other Chek6y, and eight Manndelay 
or footHsoldiers. Tlie forces of each ^party sre ar- 
ranged oa three liaes, by which eight squares le- 
mam imoccupied. 'Noae Of the pieces possess 
equal force with our queen ; and this restarieted 



V 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 2S7 

•pMWtmi renders the BmHau mode of pUying 
moM complex and difficult than ours. The Bir- 
ntanar affirm, tiiat it is a game of high antiquity, 
Md tiiat 4t is acknowledged and authorized by 
ifaeir aacred writings, aldiou^ every play of chance 
lir^MR^bited. Tl^ testimony confirms * the opi- 
flkm of the late 1^ Wilj&mi Jones, that chess was 
jhrmtaeA in India, and is not, as generally imagin- 
t/iy <A PeraDBn ori^. The BirmanS call it Che- 
dMon, a word that bears some resemblance to the 
MOM winch is giren to the game in most other 
parts'^ the world. • 

'Dttfing the time that tlie English deputation 
#«a mt Ummerapoora, Cqiiain Thomas witnessed 
at-Raagooh a remarkdble instance of a trial by the 
Oldflidr of watei", the ' coenmstances of which he 
thus related to ine t^-^Two won^t^a of the middling 
€iM6 litigated a small property before the court of 
jistice ; and as the judges found great difficcilty in' 
deeidiBg llie ifoestion of right, it was at lenglli a< 
gveed, by mutui^ consent, to put the matter to tbe 
isMm of an ordeal. The parties, attended by tbe 
offioenf of die court, sev^al Rhahaai», or priests, 
wSd a ^ast concourse of people, repedred to a tank 
of pond, in the vicinity of the town. After pray- 
dig to*^ Rhahaans for some time, and performing 
OHftasn purificatory ceiemoimds, the litigants en*^ 
tired the pond, and waded in it, till the water 
Mcbed their breasts. They were accompanied by 
two or three men, one of whom placing tibe wo- 
Bien dose to each other, and putting a board on 
tilMr faeieuils, at a signal given, pressed upon the 

* 3ee a )paper on the Indian Game of Chess by the Pre- 
sident of the Asiatic Society, in the 2d vol. of AsidU: Ee- 
searcher. 
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board till he iinnierBed ihem both Jtt the aamffib)* 
Btant. They remaiiied out of «ight about a mif^rte 
and a half, when one of them, nearly suffocated, 
raised her head, whilst the other coi^nued to Mi 
upon her hams at the bottom, but was inunediat&r 
ly Mfied up by the men ; after which an officer of 
the. court solemnly proaouAced judgment in har 
favour ; and of the justice of this decisien.none of 
the by<«tanders appear .to ent^tain the eanalt^t 
doubt, from the infallibility of the pxM>f which hnd 
been ^yen. ' r 

The trial by ordeal, in all ^countries whea[» tha 
Hindoo religion prevaMs, is as anci^it as ^leir.re- 
cords. The late Ali Ibrahim Khan, naliye:clHef 
magistrate of Benares, has communioBted, in a vmj 
curious paper, * the modes by which this appe^ 
to the Deity is made, as- they are descrihed in the 
Metasdiera, or Comment on the Dhenna Sastrsp 
in the diapter on Oaths, lie Birmaas, being go* 
vemed by the same authority, observe nearly ai-/ 
milar forms ; but as knowledge increases, and manr,: 
land become more enlightened, these absurd paK>-. 
tiees lose ground, and have of late years boon d^ 
countenanced by the judicial courts both of In^ 
and of Ava. ; ,! - 

Previous to our departure, the Maywbon * of 
Pegue delivered to my care a letter addresaed to 
the Govemor-geYieral of India, cptwhed- in vesf 
friendly terms, but dictated in the usual style of 
turgid extravagance. He enumerated in. it the. 
concessions granted in favom* of Engli^comikievee, 
And expressed a determination- to execute his ^i^rt 

♦ This paper waii presented to tbe Asiatic Socieiy *>y 
Warren Hastings, Esc|. See " On the Trial by Ordeai-a- 
mong the Hindoos/':^«a^ Research, Vol, h 
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^Hth ptmctuality and attention. His Birman Ma- 
jwty has long entertained a desire to procure an 
English carriage, with the distinctions of Bfhnan 
ibyalty attached to it. In this letter the Maywoon 
made a request that such a one might he sent ; 
knd in order to direct the artist, I was furnished 
with a very mtelligihle and well executed' drdw- 
fitg, • performed at Ummerapoora, by the King's 
painter. It displayed the carriage and body of an 
finglish crane-necked chariot," gilded all oven 
From the top of the body there rose a regal spire, 
or piasath, in separate sts^es, bearing a miniature 
resemblance to ^ose which ornamented the pa- 
hice and royid barge. Four lions in a crouching 
attitude guarded the carriage, two on the fore part, 
WnA two behind ; and a bird, designed, I imagine, 
to r^resent the Henza, or tutelary goose, was 
placed in front with expanded wings. The May- 
• wooli's letter, however, contained a requisition of 
fet greater importance ; which was, to obtain ma- 
tferials for the establishment of a mint>-^a design 
whieh, if carried into eflToct, f must considerably 
jipymote the prosperity of the country, as the ne- 

* The European part of this drawing was m^de from an 
old carnage which had been introduced into the Ava coun- 

' tty several years before. The Governor- jjeneral complied 
with both the requests contained in the Maywoon*s. letter ; 

, and* in the following year, sent a very superb chariot to 
bis Birman majesty, constructed according to the represen** 
tation. The top of the spire, notwithstanding the body 
Bung vei*y low, was 18 feet from the ground. It was ex- 
tnmely ficb and well executed. 

• f It is surprising that the Chinese have no national coip. 
At the port of Canton, dollars in some measure supply the 
deficiency ; but in the interior of the kingdom, the incon- 
vemence must bd generally (&t, 
' VOL. II. U 
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cesshy of weigtiing lumps of Ibad tmd silver, 
ascertaining the purity, operate as a sensible iiii»^ 
pediiMent to commerce. u 

* On the 26th of November, the day precedingi 
tiiat of onr embarkation, I waited cm tfaft May-> 
woon, accompanied by Hbe gentlem^i of the d^ 
potation and Captain Thomas, to take omr fini^ 
leave. I had occasion to feel myself individoally 
obliged to him for his p^isonal attentions, idiysti^ 
his mild administration and pleasii^ manneiB htA 
acquired my esteem. He b univmally ackmnm 
le^ed to be a good man, and seems h^Uy^ to de^ 
serve that reputation. I had oppwr^anities oi wk^ 
nessing sev^td instances of 1^ benevolence «ni 
humanity; and, although his authimty within h» 
own jurisiMction is absolute, I never heard him sc^ 
cused "of an abuse of his power, or of a^angle aot^ 
of oppression or injustice. Sudi a diaraet^, m » 
coon^ where the most rigorous and often bm^ar • 
rous despotism prevails, is entitled to partienkn 
encomium. We parted with mutm^ aj^ I Am- 
inclined to believe, not insincere professions' of par^ 
nianent good will. 

On the morning of the 27th, we breakfiasted on - 
board the Seahorse. Most of the attendants, 
with our heavy baggage, had embaiked on the pre- 
ceding day, and at ten o'clock we weig^bed anduitv 
It'had previously been agreefl, ^at "die*Ck>»ipany'ff 
ship should salute the Bihnan flag with elev^^n gttns^ 
which were to be answered by an equal nun^ier 
from the battery on shore. Captain Tl^mias pept' 
formed his part Of the agreenieii:t ; but the battorfi 
which wss veiy slow in acknowledging the com** 
pfiment, resumed only seven* This appareiM; mark 
of disrespect, which could not be attributed to ig" 
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n&nAe&9 1 conedved ratber to originate in the per- 
MD'Hviio bad charge of the battery, and who might 
4hink to recommend himself by it, than from any 
Ijk^her ftuthmty. ' It was, howeVer, suck an osten- 
mte iand ipdblic slight to the Company's colours^ 
ihtA I. judged it expedient , to write ai note to the 
Mo^woon, tO' acquaint him of the fact. 
v*We drc^ped diwn witb the ebb as fieur as the 
€%(^y» or wat^^station, from whence the ens- 
iMufhouse^ officer visited the Seahorse on her first 
aivivall In pas»ng the mouth of the Pegue river, 
we observed t^t, at the entorance, .it was neaily as 
wide as the great river ; but that breadth.soon d|- 
itoiaidies to a very omtracted spacei. Severd lai^ 
er^^ branched ojQT both t^ the right and the left, 
winch the pilot said wiere navigable to a considei'* 
iUe distance by boats of heavy ^ burden. In the 
eveidng we again weighed^ and crossed the bar at 
ntdnight. . Early next morning we sawihe.bnd^ 
■Mck caHed tbe £lephant> and, &v4^ured by the 
'-dbb, passed the China BaUr river. The wind not 
Mng strong enough, when ihe tide turned, to en- 
^able us to stem the flood, we again caipe to anchor, 
-being in company with a -ship nailed the Hc^, 
bound ako to Calcutta. 'On iho foUowmg mom- 
mg we stood to the southward on the first of the 
M^i wiudi bore us alon^ with, it against an un&- 
Tourable bseese. On the 30th we made IHamond 
Idand and Cape Negrais, and next day at an early 
lioar passed a ship standing towards Rangoon, 
wli^di appeared to have suffered severely from a 
recent storm, having lost jher main-top and fore- 
top-gallant ipasts. The wind was at this time 
,9^^ north-iipest,.and a heavy swell from the same 
fBsrter indicated that diere had lately beei^ a Juusd 
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gttle, a very WMsaal circmmi^aiice M tha^ 8e^ iyi » .4 ^ 
the yeer^ , .,. 

Keeping within a few leagues <^ the coas^ ,i^ 
oontinned to beat agunst an nnfavouable wind n^ 
til the 9th of December, when we mad^ Chedn${|, 
a fertile island belonging to the Birman govern- 
ment. The channel between this island and ^ 
main is annually navigated by large tra^ng bosts^ 
but it does not aiford a safe passage for shippiim^. 
The length of the island we judged to be about 45 
miles. It yields abundance of rice, and is govem- 
ed by a Chekey, or lieutenant, who is subject to 
the Maywoon of Arracan. Having now the bene- 
fit of regular land and sea breezes, we were ext- 
abled to make some progress to the ncn^waid* 
On the morning <^ the ll^.we saw wiiattte call- 
ed the Broken Islands, on the coast o£ Atracaii, 
which are f<»r the most part a barren 4uaseinblage vf 
rocky eminences, affording shelter mily to pirates 
and thieves. On the 12t}i and 13th we eiq>eri- 
enoed much inconvenience, the wind, which wm 
directly against us, blowing with such violence, 
that the sfaap laboured greatly, and our fore-^p-sail 
was torn from the yard. On the 14th the weather 
moderated^ and,, the wind veering a little to the 
eastward, we had the good fortune on the 16th to 
discover a pilot schooner at anchor, betwe^i the 
eastern and western reefis near the igouth of the 
Ganges. Neap tides prevailing, our passage vp 
the river was tedious, and the wind coming inva- 
riably from the ncnrthem quarter, rendco^ it ha- 
zardous to proceed by night. On the 22d we 
reached Bu^pa Budge, where I found a pulwar * 

* A commodlow kind of b09t used in the river 
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widtittg, wbich my friend Caplain Stndys, as %oam 

as he heard of the arrival of the Seahorse, had 

(Despatched to meet me. At this place I quitted 

^^flfte ship, and in two hours reached Calcnttfi, after 

■lui eventfal absence of ten months. 
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[No one can have perused the preceding part 
of this work in which an accurate reprint has 
been given of the exceedingly valuable ac- 
count furnished by Colonel Symes of his 
historical researches 'and diplomatic exer- 
tipns in the Birmese empire, without feeling 
conscious that his stock of useful knowledge 
has been increased, and that a desire has 
been excited to know more of a people, 
in many respects so remarkable. Colonel 
Symes, it will have been perceived, while 
he traces in the distinctest manner the his- 
tory of the Birmese from the earliest pe- 
riod in which we have any authentic tradi- 
tions concerning them, is necessarily, from 
the time in which he lived and wrote, ob- 
liged to stop short just when he has brought 
us down to near the commencement of the 
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present century, when the transactions which 
began to take place between the British go* 
vernment in India, and the neighbooring 
kingdom of Ava, were assuming an interest 
and importance they had never before pos- 
sessed. Colonel Symes, however, by the 
various sources of information of which he 
had it in his power to avail himself, and 
which he seems to have exhausted with un- 
abating, zeal and .industry, for iJie advanU^e 
of his countrymen, has. prepared us for uii^; 
derstanding these transactions, and for s^ 
tebfiing to them an interest with which M^ 
miglit not otherwise Ijave.been invested. )[|V 
the sequel, it is hoped that something of a 
succinct and intelligible narrative has h^en* 
given of pur political and military operatiot^ 
with the Birmese since the year 1800.1 . 
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On the. return of Colonel Symes from the conn 
of Aya in the year 1796, it appeared not improba- 
UeFtbat te fedkigB of mutual condlistion and 
fRtmMupf whidi he had aftceeeded in establishing 
h(9t^Sra^ the two counteies, might hare continued 
unimpaired for Beveral years to come. It seems, 
howevetf a matter of very great difficulty to calcu- 
iM^xtprnt any c<mtinuance of pa«»fic jwspositions 
Of|.th0 part of Ae gol4en^footed, monarch of Bir- . 
niftb* His. policy seems rather to be that of rest- 
lew ambition and perpetual actio^^; and if, at any 
time, he is quiet, it is the quiet of exhaustion and. 
consequent neceasity— not of inchnation. Nor is 
it to be denied, diat, with the aid of his ministers 
of state, and the other madiinery.of his deq»o- 
tic gOTemment, he possesses a talent for negotia- 
tion, and peraonal as well as national aggrandize- 
ment, which mig^t reflect credit upon the Madiia- 
Yek df perhaps moire dvffized, hvA not less artful 
cabinets* It cannot, therefore, be cause of much 
wonder, that, not long after the termination of 
Colmiel Symes' embassy, new causes of dbtrost 
ind contention arose. 
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It sppeam, that tbongh the BinneA, by §oiit» 
of arms, had subdued Arracan, yet, that they 
had never been able to reconcile its inhabitants to 
their yoke. Nor, indeed, is it likely that thejr 
erer attempted it ; for, with the Birmese, the cobf' 
quered are always ' slaves. Accordingly, the go- 
vernors they sent into this province, proceeded 
to such tyrannical extremities in the burdens they 
imposed upon the inhabitants, that, rather tfuhoi 
0ubmit to their grinding rapaciousness, the Air- 
racanese left their country in crowds, and, witfa- 
o4it either asking or receiving pertiiisfiaon^ es^a- 
"bUshed themselves in the British territory of CMt^ 
tagon^. They who thus emigrated acquired tife 
appellation ofMughs. It was easy to foreseen tlMft 
a system of desertion, proceeding on so extensi^ 
a scale, and rendered so easy of execution by ^ 
facility of intercourse between Chittagon^ and Ar* 
raean, which affe separate only by the vivm Naiil( 
could not be very agreeable either to^ the pride*** 
selfishness of the Birmese monarch. Nor was ibid 
Engli^ government blind to the misdiievotts con- 
sequences which might result from its being stip^ 
posed to harbour the ' fngi^res of a neighbomibg 
dtate. Its exertions^' however, to prevent thecdn- 
tinuanee of the evil, were of liftle avail t aiid %^ 
ihe year 1790, it is emulated tha^ nearly twe** 
thirds of the entire population ' of Aitacan w;ei*^ 
established on large trai^ts of land in C(iitt^^«6^ 
#hich had hhlieito lain mngiste attd us^l^ss. Hdft 
jealousy and linger of the Birmese wa^' now effbe^ 
tually roused^ They looked upon the refugees^ 'm 
their slaves, by whose flight ihey had been dep^l^ 
ed of actual property. An army, t^fereifdre, of 
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(em ihxms^ad men was speedily organiEed, and, 
witb<mt much ceremony, ordered to march in pur- 
suit of the runaways into Chittag(»ig. Here, for 
some months, an irregular system of warfare was 
carried on against the new settlers ; but perceiv- 
ing that its results were ineffective, a letter, couch- 
ed in those bau^ty terms which the Birmese are 
«o fond j[>f arrogating, was addressed to the head 
' jajiagiBtrate of Chittagong. It demanded, in the 
name of the Birman Sovereign, that the fugitives 
isbould be given up by the British ; and in case of 
le&sal, an invasion was threatened of a m^^ ex^ 
tensive and formidable kind. To this despatch it 
ims of cowrse answered, l^at as kmg as the Bir- 
mese anoy r^oMuned wiUiin ^ Brctyi/territoiy, 
ao negotiation could be entered into. The invad- 
en, however, at first refused to wi^draw; but 
nfter having, with a good deal of courage, > with- 
etood the attack of a British force, which was 
DMrehed to meet tb^a, they, of their ownaccord^ 
lepassed the irontier. 

Notwithstanding the determined feeUng with 
which the Birmese seem to have be^i actuated, it 
does not appear that our govenmi^Bt in India felt 
itsell called upon to ta^ any steps towards con- 
cifialing thean^ On the cmitrary, it was resolved 
la give tlw Mu^bs a permanenf and healthy settle- 
meiB^ on the borders of Arracan, between the 
Ranoo river and the Naaf. This was probably 
fUme as a matter of sound policy, ^d ik the e:&* 
paetarion ^.atthe settlement would form a useM 
j^iorrier Jietween our possessions and those of their 
enM^diesy the Birmese. The results, however, did 
not aas^^MT the esqpectations. The Mughs^ soured 

vox. II. X 
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^ di9$pp<»iitmeiit» and i^ill lamgnisluat to re|^ 
the coiu^tiy of their foi:e£athers» which tbeyj4:t ' 
had heen mynstly taken from them, inatW of 
bemg content with the v^sml occapatioos of peace- 
^ colonifltBy formed themselvea into trihea of pre- 
datory marandera, making continual incurmona 
into Arracany.and nourishing, with inveterate and 
hereditary ardour^ their ha^d of the Birmese, 
For aevml year^ liiese stnig^es. and desultory 
contests being carried on at a distance from th^ 
aeat of goinemment, either of Ava or British In- 
d», seem not to hare excited much attention, hi 
is proper however to remark, that the Birmese,, 
having been foiled in their attempt to induce the 
Company to recuse an asyhim to the expatriated 
Mttg^ always affecsted to hold it responsible for. 
the injuries ^ey sustained from their hostile in- 
^U^sions. 

Passii^ over an interval of some years,; in which 
^&m» went, on in diis manner, without any impori- 
tant results ensuing on either sid^ we find that, in. 
1^11, some transactions took place which, as they 
payed the way for. -Others of still more seriomi 
consequence, are worth reoordingt , Among»those 
who had been driven opt of Arracan,. and had 
taken refuge in Chittagong, was a, man of some* 
note, and not destitute of abilities named KApf^ 
Berring, Having been deprived of considerable 
possessions in his own country, he naturally felt^ 
the hardship of his situation. the more* , Retainr- 
ingi however, much of the influence he form^r-^ 
ly possessed over the Arracanese, be induced not 
only, A large body of Mughs, but also many of 
Aoee who had not as yet 1^ their country, but. 



THtf BTRMESE WAR* 9 

Who secr^y huted the Bhmese, to join him in il 
^fUsra] and well concerted invasion of the whote 
province of Arracan. He was so succe&rsftd, that 
in a short time the capital alone was able to offer 
Mia any resistance. As the standsdrd of what the 
B&viese considered rebellion, had been openlj^ 
(greeted in CHittagong, and as King Berring had 
Ip^eii residing for some time nnder British protec- 
tion, it was naturally enough concluded by th^ 
Cdni^bf Ava, that his present proceedings weM 
coantinahced by our Goremment. This, how- 
ever, was by no means the case; and in order to 
remove any stfdi impression, Captain -Canning was 
^ered to proceed to Rangoon, and from thencoi 
tf ;Blb saw occasion, to Amerapoor£, in order td 
ktidefy the Birmes^ Court that the insurgent chief 
Md Ms followeiB liad acted, if not in express op* 
position to the commands of the Bengal govern- 
himtx & least without its conctirrence. Tliis mis- 
k&ti ^d not end altogether so favourably as could 
hiite been wished. The Birmese authorities at 
kai^goon. hr from treating the British enroy with 
^SiAk respect to whidh the official situattion he held 
igUlMSd him, seein to have lliou'ght that they 
#ere more fikely to ingratiate themselves witfa 
^ir sovereign, by casting upon him every possible' 
'diglit short of dkect insult. Under these circum- 
stances, Captain Canning did not think it prtidenf 
to venture further into the interior, being well in- 
formed that it Was the object of the government 
to keep Iran, if possible, as a hostage, until the 
Cftfmpany should have consented to give up the 
insurgent Mughs. These treacherous designs he' 
conftrived to frustrate, ilot without cotiaiderable 
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lli$cult)r ; and in 1812 he xetnraied to Calotft** 
without having been nble to allay .the suspidons id 
the Birmese. . 

In the Hiean time. King Beixuig had not h^aa. 
idle. He fought, however^ with various reverMMi 
of fortune^ beiqg (me month at the head of a pomvr 
fill army^ and the n^xt an outlawed rebel, withoist 
a follower. When they who had joined hia stand- 
ard were driyen out oi Arracan, they invaiiabty 
sought refuge in Chittagong ; and the protectaon 
which seemed thus to be afforded ibem in the 
British temtocies, so enraged, the Birmese, tbait 
the tlajah of Anaean officially announced his in- 
tention of overrunning the country with an anny 
^0,000 strong^ unless all the principal insurgents 
were given up. , Our force on the frontieri at iha 
Ume being exceedingly small, it was neiQesBsry W. 
have recourse to i^otiation» to prevent, if poff 
sible, the threatenea attack. Before any thii^ 
decisive, aa to the course onr Government sbookl 
pursue with respect to the refugees, had been de- 
tennined on. King Berring, who for a while had 
been in concealment, again made hb appearance 
at the, head of a conside^ble force. He g^ve 
battle to the Birmese, but was defeated, loud his 
adherents again retired to Chittagong. This a&ir 
only served to exasperate still more the Rajah of 
AiTacan, who openly accused the British of a 
breach of faith, and declared a war . inevitable. 
Our Government, however, was not to be menaced 
into submission. Its independent and strictly 
honourable line of conduct probably prevented the 
^natter fi'om coming to the extremity it otherwise 
would have reached. Towards the end of the 



THE BtRMSSE WAR. 1 1 

• 

year 1B12, King Bemng, wko iad agriit tak«a 
^tfa» field, was attadced by a British detechmeiil;^ 
and defeated* Thb meaBuie tended much to 
pacify the Birmese ; and upon the sttcceision of 
the Ettrl of Moira to ^ go^enunent <^ India, 
"^very catne of conoplaint which they could posiibly 
%ilve had a^nnbt us was removed, by th^ being 
'allowed to send small parties of their troops through 
onr territories, in search of King Berring and Ids 
'paitisans/ Ftfr some time longer, that indefatig- 
able, but unfortunate chief, contrived to set at de* 
'femce the united efforts of his enemies ; but his 
"Atath^ whicJi took place in 1815, seemed to hold 
*o^ some hope of greater tran<piillity. 
' This hope, nev^theless, proved fhllacious. The 
'Birmese had of late years been brought into mwe 
Immediate contaet with their British netghbours, 
ttud Were not a little startled to find a power estar 
Widied on their frontiers, cap&ble not cmly of re- 
^sui^g all ^ir attacks, but even, should occasion 
're<pdre, of shaking from its security the very 
'<eehtre of their dominions. This discovery cannot 
"be supposed to have bemi very agreeable to the 
grnspmg and suspicious Court of Ava ; and ao- 
cordingly we find, that measures were spe^ily 
formed, upon an extensive scale, by which it was 
hoped effectually to crush the prosperity and 
power of the Bengal government. Not only were 
acdve preparations carried on at home, but, undei: 
^ petence of collecting certain sacred Huidoo 
writings, a mission was despatched to Calcutta, for 
the purpose of exciting the upper provinces of 
nind&stan to unite wi£ the Birmese in a simul- 
ianeous declaration of war. In 1818, the Marquis 

X 2 



IS TH» BllMil£8<£ WAR* 

• 

i^f Hastings had certain jaformatioa that the Ws^ 
mese monardb had secretly joined the Mahmt^ 
confederacy, which had, fpr its object, the ei|U«t 
aiihversion pf our Indian empire*- To afford the 
court of Ava some pretence for having recourse %• 
open hostilities, a letter was received by 1^ Go- 
yernor^-general in the July of that year, . which, ott 
behalf of the king of Ava, unceremonioiisly de* 
' manded the cession of tlie provinces of Chittageogp 
Ramoo, Moorshedabad, and Dacca, x^^uch were 
henceforth to become dependencies of the Binneae 
empire. To this demand, which was made throagll 
the medium of the Rajah of JUonree, thejG^ 
vemor-general replied,, by a l^ter to the viceeoif 
«f Pegue, condbed in the following terms :<— ^ T1ia$ 
if the letter he had received, had really been wijt* 
ten by order of the king of. Ava» his £KceUjQ|My 
lamented, thpit persons so incompetent t». f^nnji 
just notion of the power of the BriSsh nation W 
India, should have been abl^ to- practise on tbo 
kings judgment ; that any hopes which the. king 
might' have been induced to esitertdyi, that ^ 
British Gov^soment would-be embarrassed byjconf* 
tests in other quarters, were entirely delmlve; 
that we were indifferent to attack from the king 
of Ava, further titan, as we should regard with 
Qoncan, the waste of lives, in an unmeaning, quax^ 
ral ; that his Excellency trusted, however, thi^ tlia 
king would perceive the folly of the couB8ialloi» 
who would plunge him into a calamitous war, hf 
which the commerce of his ^oj^re would h^ whoU^. 
destroyed; and that if, as the Govemor-geoiOTid 
could not butrb^eve, the nyah of Ramree h$d, 
£Qr some unworthy purpose of his own, nnni^^iyd 
the tone of insolence and menace, exhibited i* Ida 
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lAller, without the authority of the kmg, he hoped 
tMrta procedure bo calculated to breed dissen* 
mmiB between two irieudly states, would be visit-^ 
ed by iJie king with the severe displeasure it de- 
ferred, "♦ 

The inild but decided tone of this answer^ com* 
huied with the unexpected events of the Mahratta 
contest, kept the court of Ava quiet ; and in th^ 
eotiimg year (1819), the death of the kin^, 
Miatderajee-praw, diverted still more effectually 
itfr- attention f<H* a ^ort time from British affairs. 
Mfliden^ee-praWy whose character is so well de- 
scribed by Colonel Symes, enjoyed a long and 
l^ro^ierous reigu of thirty-seven years ; at the end 
itf wMdi period, according to the inflated style of 
the^ Bhrmese state papers, « the immortal king, 
imtteied with the fatigues of royalty, went np to 
flnuse himsblf in 1^ celestial regions. " He was 
tttcoeeded, not by his son, who^ during the period 
of' Colonel Symes* embasepfr, was* the JSng^ Teekien 
or priuce royal, and to whom Minderajee-praw is 
iiid to have be^d much attached, but who died 
before his father, in c<»»equence of which, his 
grBad8<m, the prince's son, became heir to the 
throne. His claims, however, were not uncon- 
tested* The brothers of the late king, as is not 
U^&Oquently the case, when the laws of succession 
«% not finnly establisted, became his decided 
oaemaes. But failing in their machinaticms, the 
Plince of Tonghoo, with his family and many of 
hkiriendsy was executed, and the Prince of Prome, 

• Extract of a despatch from Fort WilKam, 17th March 
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w^se danghteir the new khtg had married^ "^ 
^own into prison, where he died socm ^dfttt* 
ivards. On the 2d of November 1819, the TM^ 
pe?ror was solemnly crowned at Ata. 

The object to which his attention wste fi«t' tft-" 
rected, was the reduction of the province of Cas* 
say, on the northern frontier of the empire. Thfc 
territory had been hitherto independent of Ai%* 
but internal dissensions bavihg arisen, and Hvtstp 
being two clidmants for the crown, one verj* nflr 
turally asked the assistance of the Bimiese^ «ak 
the other of the British. The former, ever wflfei|[ 
to avail themselves of any opportunity for iacreiM* 
ing their own influence, marched an army iilt6 
Assam, and placed a Rajah of their own dioosingf, 
tributary to their court, in th6 government. TTie 
British, on the odier hand, expredsl^ reftifi^ td bxr 
terfere in the internal afiairs of foreign states, ft 
seems impossible, however, for the Binnese to 
come into contact with any foreign nation widiout 
speedily picking a quarrel with them. Haviag 
gained possession of Assam, they fotthd nblhin^ 
beyond but the eastern boundary of Bengal, and 
it was not long before they manifested their desire 
to cross that boundary. Th^ Rajah, who had sought 
our assistance, and who, as he maintained^ had been 
unjustly driven from his birtln%ht, though he coukl 
not prevail upon the Bengal government to grt^ ' 
him any active support, was nevertheless dUowed^ 
upon the principle of neutrality whidi it ad(^t^^ 
to transport gunpowder and military stoi;e8 through 
the British territories to Assam. This was a suf- 
ficient handle for the Court Of Ava. ITieir cele- 
brated general Maha-Bandoola was sent to taRe 
the command of thdr military force in Assani^ and. 
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fO^n after ]bis arrival, its was ii;dimate<l to th^ Biir 
ti^ local authoritios, that if the £x-Riyah was air 
Igm^d to remuQ ia the Company's territories, lie 
would be taken thence by ftnrpe. . The coneiliating 
answer, h(^eyer) made by t^e Company, once 
more had the effect of delaying an open rupture; 
f^ the, war whi(^ the Birmaa empei^r was at the 
time carrying on against l^is hereditary eneBpies* 
^e Siamese, engrossed probably the greater pert 
ni his attention. The year 18^2, therefore, passed 
oyfr T^thoat any acts of hostility on either side, 
^^^equ^nt eyents, bowerer, ^>eedily showed that 
tii^ pacific and conceding disposition eyinced by 
the Company only tended to increase the jpsoieace 
and ^^apacity: of tlie Birmese. 
. In 1823, varions acts of aggression were sys* 
tem^ticaTly committed. Sever^ of onr Mug^ 
9iibj€^ were attacked and, killed ^n board 
^i^. own boats in th|3 Naaf river ; and, a party 
cir tfie Company's elephant hunters were, taken 
finpm., within the British boundariea and. carri- 
ed piisoncffs |M>. Arracan. Even these insulting 
aet^ might Jbaye been oyerlooked ; but an attack 
i|ia^ upon the British guard in the island of Shu«> 
pfi^ was of a still moret serioiis kind* , and could 
1)9 regfffded in no other light > than as an expUi^ 
db^la^ion of undisguised fa^^s^ity. We bad re- 
t^i^ied the undisputed posqessio^ of this island for. 
many years, ami nothing but a deteimination ta 
£qarce ns into a war coidd have suggested the at^ 
tfirat to wrest it from us. The attack was made. 
onthe 24)th of September, by a body of six hunn 
dreA Arracanese troops, who killed and wounded> 
■ereral of our soldiers, upon whom they came al-» 
iof^Bfhef nnexpectedly. They ^.were, how:ever, 
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Speedily reinfiMrced, and the enemy was dri^^ 
oat of the island. A remonstrance was also un*^ 
niediat^y addressed to the Court of Am^npoord^ 
but no answer was deigned to be i^tnmed. The 
Go^eitior-genend now became aware that ^ber^ 
xiras but one line of conduct left for him to fo11bi«i^ 
and that farther forbearance on his pait wotdd 
have been attriboted to pnsillaftiAnty, tiiid adrSh- 
tag<e taken of it accordingly. On ihe fif%h of 
Mardiy therefore, 1824^ an official declartttion of 
war^was issued by the GoVernmeiit of Fort Wfli 
liam-t-characterized tiot more strongly by ito tem- 
perate firmness, llian by its British frankness ^d 
honestynf * 

This step excited, as was to be expecited, Hb 
inconsiderable sensation throtlghout our poisaes- 
nons in British Ibdia, as w^U as in lh£» conntrjr'y 
as soon as the news attired. It w6s at Cal* 
eutta;, however, from its yicmity to the Clnttii- 
gong fi^cmtier, ihat its impbi^tance wias ptinbip^-^ 
ly feh. It was known there thiit one of ^ 'Mr- 
mise generals had dready gasccmailKn^ aiinoiaic* 
^ his inteii^dn of taking possession of the to^vn, 
prepamtorp to Ms marih to En^md. It was 
destined, -however, that ere long the arr(^ance of 
lids haughty imti<m should be eflfectually tan&ed. 
'Hie war opened witli militaiy opi^rations on iSb» 
fttmticOB of Sylhet and Chittagong, to both of 
which districts troops were spee^hr miotshed. Ft 
wflto in Sylhet and Assam that affiurs of greatest 
consequence took place. Onf "fo-oops there were 
under the iconlmand of Major Newton, who, in' 
several engt^ements with the far isupeiior forcea 
of tiie Birmese, gain^ decisive advaoftages over' 
•h«*i. The first suceess obtained by Ae* eninfty* 
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fa9;|o m afiisiir whicb took* place at DoodpftUee^ 
a^ Colonel. Bowqh had iMriFed t^ th^ a^si^tfuice^ 
of JMajor^ Newton with a force from D^joesu Th^ 
^Binneeei amountic^ to about 2000, hady sefiordr, 
ii^.tp their iavariable custpi% stockaded tbem^elreat 
with unusual strength and care, and ^^fonight," days. 
C^lpn^l Bowen, " with , a bravery md obstinacy 
wJbich I had never witnessed iii any taroops*" The. 
%p^on huEited from early in the day till night-fall, 
w)^m the British w^e obliged to retire with a se- 
v^:i9,lo6s. The BioAese, how^^r, also si0^ed 
n^Rpb ; find Boon after^ evacuating tiieir stockades, 
iiptn^ated ui the direc^on of Assam. 

Fresh taroops were sent into Assam under th# 
cioomtand of Colond M^Moiine, who, hy the lat* 
ter end of March, had penetrated as far as.Gowa- 
h^ . The Birmese government ^nding it neces-, 
safy to concentrate their force in another quarter^: 
withdrew the gi'eater part of their tBOOps from 
.^flsam» and Wt Colonel M'Moriae in quiet pos- 
session of the country*. In Chittsgimg, in the^ 
nieantime, affairs were going on less suqces«£aliy* 
Captain Noton held thie chief command on this . 
f^CNQ^er^ but an error seems to hare been commit, 
t^ in intrusting too few men, to his chaii^e. The 
flDiall^corps he commanded was attacked in May 
bjra powerful body of Birmesey and totally de-, 
fioatedy Captain Noton and most of his brother of- 
ficers being slain in the engagement. The alarm^ 
^i^dily reached Calcutta, befofe which it waa. 
ioi^giiied the Birmese would instantly make/theirF 
appearanod, ^exe being no intermediate force -to' 
oppose their advance. In this emergenc|, thot 
£iir<]|>ean inhabitants formed themselves into a; 
militia^ and a large proportion of the crews of tbo' 
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Compan/s sfa^ were landed i/tywA in 
1^^ town. But the panic yfm mod diBcofreiedLtl^ 
be greater than the occasion Fe^nkied., The eq;^ 
my did not think of appoScfaia^ <me st^neMp* 
^^lan Ramoo, witere, for a tiate, t^ey to^ up Aek 
head-quarters. u^ 

^ Wldle these events were passmg on tke n^rthv 
em frontiers of the Biman empire^ a<plMi.ia«a 
matured by the Bengal goTenonent^ the ^teenlMB 
of which was to effect an en^re change in 4he- §09^ 
tores of the present war. Ifitherto, we had beaa 
acting principatty on the defenshre ; fa«it> it waa'St- 
cessary, considcnii^ the' enemy we had to deal 
With, to make it a leading ol^ect not^ more to re^- 
pel aggression, llian td hmnUe arrogwM^ and i^^ 
midate fbol-har^bess. It- was necessary to ahow 
the Bihnese ibait we could not only ^ikme, but 
hlfti^; — :that'as we w»« net easily roused 19^ 
anger, so our ammoeky was 01^ the more fea^c^ 
when it at leng^ broke io^Yt, The niftaspretwbMi 
was about to be earned into^bot waatfaat of de#- 
patdnng a cansid«id)le itffce by sea to make a 
€lMc€«it upon sofcne part of the enemy's x^oast, wbere 
pfi^bably ^di a visitatioft was but littl%ezpeete4- 
l^e force des^aed for this important exp^didw 
was supplied by 'tiie two Presidencies of Bengal 
and Madras ; and, whmi united, was put • un4f^ 
the C9Mmnand of Biigadier-General Sir Ardnb^ 
.€Wnpball. The )^aee of rendezvous was the pqft 
of Comwalits, in the Andaman, idands, wheee^Jmb 
tm&p» arnred by the 3d of May' 1S24. Prmfn 
tiienoe Sir ArcJubald- Campbell sailed on the 5lp^ 
dk«ct £dr Rangoon, detaching eoe part of his fotn^ 
under Brigadier M'Reagh against the Island of 
Clwduba, and another under Major Wahab against 
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4ie hkeani of Negrais. On the 10th the fleet an- 
dtoVediB the RangooE River^ and on the folio w- 
idgf morning sailed u|> to the iiown^ in order of at- 
fmki leoeiving litde or no mokstation hy the way. 
i The Birmese at Rangoon seem to have been 
tak^i completely by surprise ; and when the news 
of lifie arrival' of a British fleet ^ead over the 
(Mtrntry, nothing could exceed the wondering con- 
Memadon of tlie inhabituits. In whatever irirtuesy 
InmeveTf the Birmese may be deficient, certainly 
4My«rage is not of 1^ number ; and as soon as 
tiMsir first emotions of aatonishinont had subsided^ 
liiey prepared at all . hazards fen* a resolute^ and, 
in this instance, we ought perhaps, to say, pa- 
tfiottc def&acei Perceiiring th^ feebleness, and 
lleing not as yet sufHcieatly awave of th^ hardi- 
hood and folly, the British oominander humanely 
ftvbore opening a fire upon the town, in ei^^ecta- 
tioB that its governor would ofier him some terms 
of ci^MtuliilioA. But it was soon discovered that 
m> «fMh intcfntion was entertatned. A feeble and 
Hl-directed ^le was commenced upon t^e ships 
from a sixteen^gnn batt^, whidi was in a very 
short tim^ effectually aileaced. The troops were 
then ordered into the boats to effect a landing, and 
in less tiian twenty minutes the British flag was 
men flying in the tovm, without the loss of a sin- 
gle life, or the discharge of a single musket. It 
'was only the houses of Rangoon, however, that 
were thus got possession of. The inhabitants had 
-an betaken themselves to the jiingles in ^m nmgh- 
bourfaood, and our troops found nothing but a ool- 
hiCtion of empty habitations to refresh themselves 
in after their fatigues. The quantity of ordnance 
' VOL. II. Tf 8 
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captmnAvrm indeed confiiderabli^ batingiavHil 
of- a very imperfeot deseriptieB. The lakoiids. of 
Chedmba aad Negvais feU into our . hands awidb 
ahwLi the same tune, tbevg^ n&t mthout a very 
spirited opposition on ihe part of the iahalMtaQts 
of both. 

The proiqieQto of oof Httls aimy, now quaftcted 
in RaagooQy wmre any thing but eacoora^og. XIm 
town was empty^ in the most Uteial sense of the 
word. Eveiy attempt to establish any interconsie 
with ^e native Birmese) for the. pnipese of ol^ 
tfuning pisovisioBS, was found to be fruitless. The 
rainy season was just setting in^ whieh in Eastern 
cliamt^ is always peculiarly unhealthy to £urQ«»' 
pean eonstitutions; and, as fieu" as any accurate m* 
formation could be procured, it was ascertained 
that his golden<^footed Miyesty was making prepa*' 
rations, on the most magnifiorait scale, '* to cover^ 
the face of the earth ip^ an innnmarable ho^ 
end to drire back the wild foreigners i^to the sea. 
from whence they came," To add still further to 
the discoinfort of Sir Aidiabald Campbeirs slina- 
tipn, sdme disagreements imf^rtunately took place 
between llie naval and land foixes. It iiad been 
expected, it is true, that the "mere capture of Ran- 
goon, together with the two other maritime pos-' 
sessions of the Birmese, already alluded tp, would 
have produced such an ei9fect on the Court of Ava, 
that terms of peace would ha,ve been immediately 
proposed. Nothing, however, Was further frtinL 
tlie intentions of thiU; proud .Court ; and subsequent 
ev^its proved, that though the Birinese may be 
beaten, they will die rath^ than Confess they have 
been so. 

The£!ommander-in-chief, therefore, finding that,. 
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flB yet) nb pmctM beiiefiti hi^ TiBsnlli^ frdm hts 

fliieceia> and liiat> on the contrary, the i^aiost im»* 

ye i iettftl i'te juii^es whidi saiToiind R»igo<m vme 

i^^yfiUii^ whli traiops fnm all qnaiters, ad^ 

wtrably^^lled in ierery species of ^dMihory wm^- 

iue, and prepared to drive him either ^loe mofe 

Into'kis sMps, or, if he thought of adv^uH^ag, t9 

«KspiAe etiffly indi bf groiknd vHlh hini^ «aw the 

veceemty of htfdng Teoonrse tifiniecMMe^ to hold 

mi Tigorons mensisres. His first obfect Wan, to 

Utenttun ^e possibly of obtauiing a snffieiedt 

fftmiber of boto, manned by sklHiil pilots, to eenv 

fef a considerable part of his fozte up ihe Im^ 

Wddy* This rirer may he set down-as thiB gteftt 

<h%k road of thte Bkman empke* Indeed ell the 

knowledge whidi^we possess of that ^untry, wBb 

g^^efed by Colonel Symes, and 0uat other enyoy#, 

•«pon its luHiks. It rans from ndrth to south, 

•llirottgh the Siviiole ckf the kingd<^ of Aira ; and im 

It alone k t(/be attiilmted the inteftial ^fiommerdal 

prosperity of the ^npire. Brery village on its 

InmkB is Obliged to furnish one or more n^-boate^ 

carrying from forty to €fty men each ; and of ihese 

ife Majesty can muister, on the shortest notice, 

•four or five hundred. An impression appear^ te 

lntv« been mitertained hy our Indian gOv^mmenl^ 

•tii&t,'from t^e spirit of dissatisfificlion which tfaey 

supposed must necessanly exist in the minds of 

•ftiany of the ' inhabitants against the tyranny 6f 

their despotic i^itonarch, iJiey wotild be found, iu 

Tramerous instances, willing to give all the aid in 

their pow^ to the British. It was recollected^ 

^besides, that Rangoon was a town of Pegue, on6 

of the conquered provinces of the Birman em][HiP0, 

that, for a long, period of years, llie most deter^ 
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mined fMMBtiHly bad existed between ^twoMriNKu 
tries. Tbere was perimps neteig iiraftiimdtyeait' 
l^nhie in the bopes wbieb tbese oonsidentioas gave 
rise to, but they were entirely flEdladous. ^\^ait^ 
^n^ complaints the Birmese m^fat hfve ameng 
diesiseh«s against tbeif goFemment, and bawewit 
aeverely the Peguen might conlsniie to feel the 
Btibjection into whii^ tbey bad been rednced frean 
II state of inifopendaiee, yet, like the people-of «n*> 
l;ient Greece, at the appeaitmce of a •eoraeMm fse^ 
tfll these oanses of intenud ^ssension wem fi»g«^ 
ten. Not a single boatman ao^uonted wkhthe 
naidgation of ibe'Irrawa^dy was to be proonred-; 
'and'vdietber inspired with iear or • pairiotism, b«t 
«ne desire was manileBted, from the ^ar&aib to the 
boveli' to shun all inten^mrser ^^ the fiogluh. 
It would probably also have been daagepoiiS to 
have venttu^d iar up the Irrawaddy, nnless ibe co- 
operation of a land force could have been depend- 
ed on ; and before t^at could be the ease, it would 
be necessary to clear ^ way by some hurd Bf^s^ 
ing. The design, therefore, wad fb^ tbe pros^u 
abatidoned. 

In the meanwhile, the rainy season set in with 
all its attendant evOs. The dun fell in such quan- 
tity, that it vtras impossible for our troops to keep 
the field, and tiict upon a regular system." Haras- 
sed, too, by continual incursions of the «[iemy, 
threatened with an approaching fhmine, and redu- 
ced by an epidemic, which broke out amongst 
them, to a state of the greatest debility,* it seemed 
almost impossible for them to achieve any thing of 
importance. Neither the hostility, however, of the 
Birmese, nor of the climate, could subdue British 
courage. For six m<mths, from May till Decrair 
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^ki^^fmvf^fpeFBkiaim$ wem oo n fin ed to RasgeoB and 
^tm-sfvihni^ . it \moig the detefmiBa^on of the end- 
mf. to/ piw<!nt my if poa«Me, fiMM& admi€»^ia 
40ip "into the conntiyi Our nltinuite flvooess ki 
■jSrtiipflKpgi thfltt tA i«lKat forther into tibeinteriocv 
•wni l^i^eb^; afibrcKBg ub an opportomty 'of £^ofw^ 
jrig: thmn, dapeiriftd iiot so «Mieh on ^iJie deeiflm 
jdiiitii^agr gauMid ia any oiie Bctimiy «* <hi tho con- 
^immd •jii^;oteiKt mod iddU "^i^iich imgaikUed tbe 
jlitolo^yflftein of our miUtaiy 4li€tic8. Wo • never 
Jlifanced/ar^w aiilea out of EalifeoB for the pm^ 
fK^se^i^^er. of .tdtebc^^ag^ ilie enmny fr^ii a padh* 
il/m lliey bad takenvfip^ 'or of gaining poasesnon 
<^ sQiiiadipoaik whi^; appeased: of importance wit^ 
$iat j^ing ahnest sure of achieving our object. But 
BI##o^-aftra eattain^i^eoli^anee had been made, the 
fijmeBe uprelae ac^^pBiomed toretfei^'l^sur^yfiroin 
'jl}M»««ftook&de» ittto the jini^^ wlieie^ though wse 
Jhn^tus we bad beateA^itba<n#it 1^(^ knpossible ioirm 
4^,|qilow« Many i^eneoi^pes of llua description 
imilf, pIm^ into the d^idlsv of which it is Bsmecesi- 
HH^ J^ lis to enter, A shoft aoopn^t of one or 
two of the most remarkable will suffice sam da- 
aenptipn of the whole* 

. . On the 28t^,of M^^ the British. and Birmese 
troo|)s <sanie into contact for the first time. Sit 
Ajichibald Qainpb§ll led his focces about five. miles 
1^ the Rangoon river, and' found the enemy had 
tf^^li a. position^ in one or two scattered vilh^ea^ 
QfixikeA on bptb si^ by a jungle* Ccmfident in 
the streng#i of their situatioo, they received th^ 
^riiosh with shouts and cries of ** Come I ccmio ! *' 
A he^vy fire wtm immediately commenced upoU 
our troopsi whose muskets having sui^fered .fr4>iit 

^. . * 4 ■W . « . 
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ram, were ao iftcffidCBt tiiat it wis nectii^yiA' 
them to doM widMmt Ims of time. The BiiBwfc 
Were shogaedi^ umMe to whhstaad ^le vi^iiii 
of our diarge ; but, dmt in as tiny were in tUr 
own encainiyment, and thrown iftto inetmvaUe 
-^onfosien by lite impetnosity of our attadc^ tlNir 
only flitemalire was to contbme^irting wi^ M- 
jpeti^ lesokition until liiey weie'cat to piep a i . 
•Beii%miacoitsto»ed to gire, tii^ didnot eiqtect 
iqnarter, and in sdMe^moe, liierefbre, owmidMia 
were imfortnnately oUiged to dim^^ard tiie dic- 
tates of hvmaidty. Hsvinv talsen poSMlsfieviif 
4he TittsgeS) in wbi<^ alKmt 400 BiniieBe lost tlM^ 
hvtsSf Sir Arditbald f^eoondiMied his troopv to 
/Rangoottt * ) ,;: 

' Soon alitor txt&s a£M^ two deiMilies mvivinI frMn 
the Binnese danp, tmder pfeteaee of negomUBig 
^'peace, but inreldity, oi^ with the vvrar of 
^;ainhig time ft* ^ nMinliody^ the enemy^o 
strengthen thettiselvM as««dtiasposmi€rat Km- 
mindme^ B idKBge ihree mil^ al>eve Eai^;ooB) mi 
an elevated ^Mknk, w4th« tyek forestin itstetfr. 
They were intendedpei^qirt^aci^aiso «ft«pies, «itd 
report upon the cencfilion aid &pk^ of the Britirii 
army. Whatever Was theb object nothing «atiB- 
factory was^^proposed by them in the infeervkw 
diey had with our eomteismnera. Deti^pmiAed to 
convince the Bmnese that we w^^e not to %e 
hdled into a treacherou8«ecnrity, our CcMBMnafider, 
on the mmiiing of the day alter llieir departnrey 
(lOth Jane), oixlwed a generd adttnce tipmi 
Kemmihdine* Hie road was nsot left nndtsputed. 
About halfway a sl^oi^ stockade ran acFoss It, 
"Itie i^itless attempt to d^md whksh cost^m ene- 
^y two hundred men. ^ llie way being cleared. 
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^^^9imm agabr mored forward, ceitti«^g of n- 
Im«I 8000 menr and by mgfat-Ml tbe tro€itM^ had 
^akon their poskkm in many i^aces withm a 
^nftdiied yards 6f where the «iemy was posted, 
cj^'dayiyreak on ^ke following day, finag ceoi- 
«ciaced, which vpon ear' part, in kss dian twa 
hw t ani , fM'Qckieed a very visitie breath in thw forti- 
teaftionsk This, together- ^h the radoUeetimi 
.•^'their diseomfitiire the day hefore> ofMrated so 
ly a Hili s fttB y on ^ Binneeey that^ notwithstanding 
tha fltBl e»sttng stiengdi of lM^ stee&ade thay 
^ahaai^ ptoper ijfHieHy to evacnate the place dar- 
-iag^ ^ caMMBiitde.r It was- thb faeitity oi securii% 
'« Hrtaaat, assigned as they f(m0 by the -^aia of 
posts which they occopkd, and the thickness of 
4h« aontrandiagsjnttgle, thafe partiimlnrly annoyed 
:oiar^teoopa, who> jiMt m the t^ moment el yict^, 
j^oMtan^* foand that- their eaeiny had slipped as it 
c waro'firam heti^eetii*their yery fingers, lie object, 
he«Meireiv whi^ Sir AioUihald Campbell had in view 
in Kuitdaig^tina attack^ was l^y ae^^mpHshed* A 
lorror oMie BlriliBh arm^ began tapervade &e conn* 
, tsy ; ai^^ the conne of a fewdays, eveaey stockade' 
lift the immediate yieinily df Bangocm was< aban- 
doned* In thk, as wdl as in all his other expe- 
V ditiMV on the banks of the^riveiv the Commander- 
ir^chief received most efl^betive and valuable as- 
sistance from the co-operation of the naval part of 
liia^foree. 

• A shmt oessa^Wd from active hostUities toofc 
place, after the ttSaat of Kenlipindine ; but both 
parties were 4>r^aring to renew operations with 
increased ' vigour.' A reinforcement arrived at 
Rangoon from Madras ; and the detachments 
which had taken possesion of Gheduba and- No-* 



now A good deal w pftkcg t c d 6mui'ymaau9 imiamoti 
The Bicvaewi o» tfaeir past, wexe iu»t idfe* UHmk 
jEwrroer gc»«iib bsviag Italod in 4ii¥bg ^^ ;lli^ vaM 
i»vf»gR€^ into the 9^" )|a4 Jultem Jpl^ ^^sgraiai^ 
ti^ .W6pe siAceeeded by a mmQr pfyifft of ^tnt 
JF«p^tatioi>> wbo broii^ with liioi « «Qiu»dwiM# 
JMy ef fresh tiroof]^ His «il]j#et waB^rMI^Ml 
q^ndi to meet the ft'itish in opm %bt) «» ta.h^ltt 
them ia widiin a UmitMi y^pooe,- apd hatl»».^#MI 
with lir prBt9Ml)^ afT^^esL id dpi^fiiMvry wujff^ ^^ 
4Mich pr^qeedingiS} i|i wcis^fif c^u^^ im4 c^u* iii^ifQQoil 
qiliatly to submit ^ ii^.^B^;^ordi9ilyf . imi^B^^iuiMi 
fiUtiana were. ^»deFt$4^^iJcMr |he jmn^os^ of his^ 
ing through the cordon whkh^the en€^my^Fai»^ 
l^imptii^ to form rouiid HS* luq^oi^^kfrn*^^ 
li|o{[JuMle;» WjM^ tcj^en.iii iN^^diiy^ and;the.pe9r.^S% 
aeral> with many other chiefs ^ i::^^ we|:]^,JI41M« 
. Still, howey^y no t^t^h^.i^ peace \pie.,<»CK 
J^ertained by the .Biripes0;jmd it iipi>^];i#w «fv4f 
llen|;^ that whatever aiBccesse^ w^re pkift^^^as long 
^ oipr opeiatipns if^e coi^^d to die at^ghbour?; 
liood <^ R^ngoo^, no.effec^ MPidd he prod^^iy^ )^ 
ikm. W the. Court, of, ^^ya.^ .Kpprn^ded, ther^* 
£oT^, asSir^chibaid Campbi^l w)98,. with A^ 
^eans of adi^ncing, ,into the interior^ he resolved. 
So havie recow^ to the only oth^r.alt^ma%e lef% 
hivfi^ which wa^ tp. intimijidat^ the, BumiQs^ s^ 
further, by the capture of some of their southern 
ji^aritime possessions. Au exf^tioxx wa» $^ted 
put for this purpose, under ^e command of JLv^'^ 
/tenant Colonel Miles, who, in thecour^ of a few 
nionths, made bi^is^lf m^ter of Tavoy» IVJergti^ 
juid Tenass^m^^ s^ports of much impor^ampe qh 
th^ es^ia shorjBs of the^mpire^ . \ . .. / 
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t Tw» of tbe kisgV brothera, (he prmeda of Tong^ 
hoo and Suvwaddjr, new took the eomnMiid of 
tbe annyr The one fixed hk head-quarters at Pe# 
-pMi&y and the other at Desoobew, both at a con* 
aiderable distanee fipom Rangoon. Along with^bem 
cMBe ft body of aatrc^gers, who were most probap 
htf kept in pay by the Birmese goranment/ as 
meM engines by whic^-to aet on the siqi^:Btition 
of the pec^le ; and likewise a pi^ of troops^ oal- 
M the King's Inndnovdi^ee^ frmn tlra belief en? 
tertained, or affected to* be entertained, both by 
llieHMielves and liheir coumtrymen, that the fire of 
SB enemy oonld not injvfe them. Notwtthstand^ 
mg the extensare nature of Iheur preperationay how- 
ever, and the oonfidence they expressed in their 
own snoBess, tha operations of this new armament 
ended as distMtrotiriy as these of any which had 
preceded it. Inst^ of gaitiii^ any advantage 
over tiie, Britiflh, they were invariably dri\>en back 
widi considerable loss, as often as they attempted 
to app r oiadi oar encampmeiits. Yet it is not to 
be denied or concealed^ that the Birmese are no 
eoiitempcible antagoidsts: they are constitution- 
ally braye, they are trained to arms frcna i^eir 
cradle, and there is a perseyering obstinacy m their 
style 6f fighting, which, with troops lesspeHectly dis- 
cipline^ Sian ti^ose of England; would hAre evary 
dnmce of bemg ultimately crowned with success. 
But the golden-footed Monarch of Aya had 
found out, at lehg^, that, howeyer he might at 
first have affected to despise the small army which 
had tricen possesuim of Rangoon, 600 miles dis- 
tant from his capital, it was more dian a match for 
the beet generals he could send against it, followed 
by thousands of his fitvourite troops. He saw the 



Mf9esttty, tli0iefi»re9 of icdfieetnig ^b ciuil^ies fdr t 
yet more peweiitd eSor^ Hk Ibrees, he fovndl, 
were too much scatlered ; Jie was convinced lAstA 
he was attemptiog to do too'muc^ at once. He 
recaUedy thecBfore, 1^ aimies he bad sent inAa 
Assam a&d Arracan ; and^ coneeiitialiiig the wMe 
militaiy power of Ihs kiilgdom, he gwre the en^m 
command to Maha BvidoQla, whcmi we have had 
oooaelon to m^itiim already, and whaae repnttaniois 
from his pardal saoeesses ofier the BritiMi in Clillt»* 
gong, irtood esleeecyngly hi^. Bandook, as we 
hare already related^ had adTaossed to. Ramoo, 
where he was probalaly Hiaktng pr^aialRHis for an 
expedition into Bengal ;<and it is not unlik^^thaib 
ho' found it exoeedmgly disagriBeaUeio beawakei^ 
ied froin his dream of futore ^victory, by being 
^called to defend bis ow» oenntry from iDYisaoii. 
'His retreat from Bjmboo, and *sid)sequent march 
through Arracan, (wbidi in ihe mi4a^ as k was, of. 
^ rainy season, mutrt; httym been a peculiarly ar- 
fkious one), relieY«d the infaabitanis of Cidcatta 
fiom coBfiidBrable anxiety ; and, shortly tf lei ' War d s , 
-^labled our troops m that quarter to advance with 
Rttle oppositicm into the yery intefior of Alrac&n, 
takk^ possesMon of the caf^tal itsetf. 

As soon Us Ma^ Bandoola arrrred at *Ava, 
"every h<»iour and attention was conferred upon 
him by his sorereign ; and, afk^ a shcnrt <^^ay in 
the capital, he 'set out for Denoobew, accompanied 
by a Wge fleet of 'war-boats, wfaidi carried clown 
the river strong reiaf<H'«^ment8 of mai and mili- 
tary stores. We were not, however, imprepared 
•to receive these new enemies ; and some overtureiB 
■of a friendly nitture, which we hkd a i^ort time be- 
fore j:ec^v!ed &^ the Siamese^ traded to inapiiB 



119 itfitb addidoiial ctrnfidesee; Atittmanowalatf 
dearly foreseen, thttt an acbanoe towaixls the ca^ 
pitkl of the empu'e would be necessary before w4 
oottld e^qpect io intimidate the Birman monarch 
iaito a dieage for peaee, 500 native artisans bad 
been sent to Rangoon from Chittagong, who were 
busily employed m preparing boats to convey our 
troops up the Irrswaddy. The arrival, likewise, ot 
Hffmk battaikms of British and native infantry, aa 
well as of some troops of eatahy, added consider** 
ably to our numerical and actual force. Towards 
the esMl of November, the largest and best ap* 
p^n^ army which the BiraMn government had 
yet sent hito the field, marched down from Donoo^ 
bew, and made Uieir appearance in the neighbour- 
hood of Eangoon^ with the intention of driving us 
Bust firom om position at Kemmindtne, and then 
of forcii^ the scattered remains of our army 
to seek for safety in their ships. The name of the 
C^Hmnander-in-chief) Bijadoola,]was in itself a tower 
(^ strength ; and thare was not probably a Birman 
into whose imi^niation the thought ever for' a 
nioment entered, that this invincible leader could> 
by any possibilky,^ be unsuccessful. 

Both armies met for the first time «n tke Ist of ^ 
December ; and as the particidars of tlieir first en-* 
gagement, where so much talent was displayed on 
both sides, cannot iedl to be read with interest, we 
flkall make no i^ology lor introducing in^this place 
an extract from the London Gazette Extraordmary 

of April 24. 1825,— consisting of 

«< Copv of a Letter from Brigadier- General Sir A. 
Campbell, K. C. B., to Georse Swinton, Esq., dated. 
Head-Qjuarters, Rangoon, OthDeceinber 1824 , 

u Sir,— The long-£reatened, and, on my part, no less 
anxiously wished for event, has at length Uk«a place. 



so TftB BIRNTfeSE WAk. 

Bftrinc Bituloota^ WM to bsAceomp^icd^ the Pt^mMf 
Toogho and Saniwuddy, Appeared in ^rost of my^ polios 
oa the xnomingof the Ist instant, at the headof theivfeole 
united force of the Birinan empire, amounting, upon tiiie 
ino6t moderate calculation, to from fifty to sixty ilwiii— d 
men, apparently well armed, midk a numcHMM aatittA 
and a body of Catiay hotse. llieir banghty leader M 
insolently declared his intention of leading us in captive 
chains to grace the triumpli of the Golden Monarch ; bid 
it has pleased God to expose the ranity of his idle tfareiNi^ 
and crown the heroic effbrts^ my gallant Hide wnsyvilii 
a most complete t»d 6%nal victory. 

*( The eneqay had assembled his forces in the heavy 
jungle in our front, during the night of the dOth ult. ; mn, ' 
bdng well aware of hi^ near approach,* I had p rovi aw sly 
made every n eces sa Qraurangement for his reception, m 
whatever way he mipit 4bink proper to leave his impervi- 
ous camp. The absence oC Liettten«it> Colonel C^win 
at Martaban,. and of a strong detachment under Tjieuten*- 
ant-Colonel lifollet, whidi I bad sent to iivfUxj tbe 3r»- 
tish flagintbeaiiciest€a]ntal4^Fegu%l|admiiGkwep]Ki»- 
ed my Ibroe; but J had been too loogfiunitiflff witbitlpe 
resolute resolutioB of British troops, to have felt any ta- 
^ret that fortune had ^ven me an opportnnihr <»f contend- 
ing with Bandoola and his forflridable le^oni,even uacbr 
circumstancesoftemporMry disadvantage .^^ i 

. *f £aily in the mOfniug of the 1st io^t.|the onejpiy 
commenced his ofieraitions by a smart attack upon our post 
at Kemmindine; 'commanded by Major Yate% and gar- 
risoned by the 26th Madras Nati^ ]^;fiintry, with adc- 
tadiment of tlie 'Madras ^fiuropean Btgiment, wuppeteted 
on the river bf as strong <a^iiavk'£Mce a» could be ^[Mured. 
As the day became light, it discovered numerous and, 
apparently, formidable masses of tlie advancing enemy is- 
suing from thfe jungle, and moving, at sOtne di^wmee^ -i>p«n 
both our iapks, for t^ purpose ci suzroundipg us, mhiA 
J aBewed th^n to effect without interruption^ leaving; ua 
only the narrow channel of the Rangoon river unoccupaed 
in our rear. 

<* Bandoola had now fully exposed to me his pkm of 
operations^ and my own resolution was instantly adopted 
of allowing, and even encotirilgrng him to bring forth Ws 
>9»eans and resources from the jungle to the OUMre opea 
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OBHriiy oii liis lefl^ wfaoe I knew I could stany'tiaie'at^ 
t&mk him to advantage. 

><if^'The rigbt corps o£ the Binnese anny had crotsed to die 
Adlab aide of the Rangoon. Arerf and in the oourse of the 
i Bot niag was obseiwed in several divisions croasing the 
|MD.to«Hnrd8ibe 4ntt of the ruined village of Dalla^ wjbere 
i^tooh post in ^be^dghbouring jungle^ sending on a di» 
visum to occupy the almost inaccessible gfound on the- 
ttonk of the river^ and from which they soon opened a dis- 
UM fire upon the riii^i ng» Another division immediate- 
^<ook ground in. front of Kemmfndine, and for six sue*' 
ocsaive days tried in vain every -effbrt tlittt hope of success 
«ad dread of failure cooid eidl forth, to drive the brave 
fififeh and a handfUl of Europeans hwn this post,- while 
Iftm endoas fire^ralto, and crowds of War-boi^ were every 
day employed iti the equally vain .-^endeavoitt to drive the 
shipping firom their station off tlK place. 

** The enemy's right wing and centre oecuiried a range 
of hills immediately in front of the great Dagon pagocw, 
covered with so &ick a forest as to be impenetrable to all 
te^ jSirmaii tvoops, and their left extended . nearly two 
mUes furtbery along a lower and more open ridge to the 
lyiaga of Puaendoon, where tbeir^xtrerae left rested. They 
wefe'tto sooner thus placed in position, than rausicets and 
i|WM'i were laid aside fop^fae piek-axe and shovel, and in 
an incredibly afaoEt; space of tim^ every ptrt of ibeir \me 
^yi of the jungle was strongly and judidously entrenched. 
. •< In the afteriBoon of Ae 1st,. I obsefved an opportuni* 
ty4>f attacking the eiiemy^ left to advantage, and ordered 
Uaiot Sale, with 40amea from the 13th Xighr Infimtry, 
and, |8ft Madrna Native. Inflmtry, tinder Migor J>ennte 
of the former, and Captain Ross of the latter corps, to 
mwe forward to the point I bad selected^ and I never 
wi^iessed a more dashing charge than was made on tbhi' 
oc<!aBio& by his Mi^y's Idth, while ibe 18th Native Id- 
fantsy followed thdr example with a spijit that did them 
bopqtir» carrying aU opposition before them. They- burst 
thCo«^ the entrenehments, carrying dismay and terror in- 
to the enemy's ranks, great numbers of whom were slain, 
•ad tlMi party returned loaded with ams, standards, and 
^ther trephiea. Having correctly aMmtained every thing 
I required* I now, as I originally determined, abstaitied 
• VOL. II. Z • "■ 
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frmxKi!f^gmifmflm» raitegmptoi to jdie iildg fiilig i Wii 
Uhour of the opposing inny, .p«d«[iUy ifaitiiig luittl I fiiur. 
I}ie wh^e of their mAtedal fiiUy l^rought forward and witb- 
in my v^mJIi. About stnwt in the eftmnf^ a doud of 
fikivmi^ers were pushed IcMrward close under the nei^. 
e«(it»Bg]ieof the pagoda, who, taking Jidrantage of tte 
n^any pagodaa and strong ground on our^nt, coniiBeoo- 
itii a harassing and galling .Ire upon the worles. I at once 
saw we should suffer from their fire, if Itot dislodged^ 
therefore ordered two coropames of the 38tb regimeal^ 
under, Captain Fiper (an officer I hare often had oocaaioA-. * 
lip mention), to Mtanoe and dove them bade Wei«' k 
permitted, on such an occasion, to dwell upon the enthis— 
sU&tic spirit of my troqps, I would feel a pieasure in re- 
opunting the burnt a€ rapture that foUowed every order ti> 
i^yaoce agi^nst theit audacious ibe ; beir it is snfficie&t to * 
remark, that the conduct of these two companies was^post^ 
conspicuous, lliey quickly gained -their pointy and fvAlj 
act^ up to the duuracter, they haye e^er sustained. At- 
ditylight, on the motning of the Sd, finding tiie en»- 
my had very, much enoiroadied during the ni^^ and htd; 
entrenched a height in front of the north gate of the ^^a^ 
^od% which gave them an enfilading fire upon part of oor 
^ne, I directed Captain WUson, of the 38th r^meii^ 
with two qompanies oi that cxurps, and one faundml mc^ 
of the 28tb Madras Native Infisntry, to diive them firoca 
the hilL No order was ever move nqadly or hiundspmcl^ 
Ob^ed. . The bnwe Sepoys^ vying w^^their Briti^ com^ 
rades in forward g^lhn^ry, .allowed liie i^palled Birmeie 
no time to rally,, but drove them Irom one breasi- work to 
anothef, fightu^ them in the v«ry holes they had dag 
finally to prove Uieir graves. 

** In the course of this day. Colonel Mallett's detach 
«ment returned from Pegue, having found the aid chy 
completely deserted, and gftre me tl^ additionsil means of 
attacking the enemy (he moment the timfe arrived. 

« During the 3d and 4th, the enemy^carried on Ms la- 
bours with indiefatigable indastry ; and but fin* the immlt- 
able practice of cmr artillery, commanded by Captainf 
Murray, in the absence, from indispecttion, of JLiei^teHmit- 
Colonel Hopkinson, we must have been sevo^ annoyed 
by the incessant fire firom his trenches. . • 

" The attacks upon Kemmindine continued ^oviA jiut- 
abating violence ; but the unyidding spirit of M^ Yatea 
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•waat of veaty baffled every attempt ob shore*; while Ca|»> 
ttin Ryves, nvith hU Maje^'s sloop Sophia, the Honour- 
MeCoBopajay'M cruizer Tdgnm^thy and aofne Hotilla and 
row gon«>l)oat^ nobly maiAtained the loog-etitabliabed 
•Ibme of thfr.Btfifish navy, in defending the passage^^f th^ 
ttT» again^^e most furious assaults of the enemy^a 
.ivar-bof^ a^pgiaMiiilg under cover of tbe most tremendoui 
•fifenrafta^ flljHlh^e unwearied exertioni of Irtish sa&eis 
«could alone bave^i^uef^. 

^** Captain^flytes Imt naopportuni^ of coming in eoi»- 
ttaot vdtb the mueh vaunted boats ^ Ava; and in one 
.nonung, five out of six, each mounting a heavy piet^ of 
ovchiaQee> wore boarded and captured by our meli'Of-wav^ 
•.boalB^ commanded 1^ Lieutenant Kiellett of his^ Majesty^ 
jsfaip Arachnty aiid Lieutenant Oold&Mih of the Sdpfaiay 
/irh^se inti«pid couduet merits the highest praise. - 

'<' Tbe enemy having apparently completed his 1^ wine 
•with its full complement of or^llery and warlike^ stores, 1 
'determined to attack '&at part <^ his line early on ibe 
^jnoming of *the 5th. I requested Captain Chadd^t the 
'■enior naval officer here,- to move up to the Puxendoas 
^isteek during tbe night, viith the gun-ftotilla« bomfo-ketell, 
&C. and commence a eatimmade on the enemy's rear* 'at 
.^taylight. Thi^ service virea mast judiciously and sucoess- 
•futt^ perfoniMwl by that officer, who has never yet itisap» 
^^oi^kd t^e in my ma«t sanguine expectations. At the 
same time, two columns of attack were £6rmed, agreefbly 
My ordesft I had asttpd on the pn^eding ev^ng^ com- 
-:fOBed of details from the different regiments of the ahn^ 
iTheufirst, oonsbting of 1100 men, I plaeed undec the orw 
4er8 of thatgallant officer. Majors Sale, and c^cted hiaa 
.to attack and penetrate the, centre of the enemy's Unci $ 
,tiie othery consisting of 60O men, T intrusted to Major 
rWalker, of the 3d Madn« Native Light lorfantry, with o». 
jders to aittack their left, which bed approached to within • 
JBbw hundred yai^ of Rangoon. • At seven o*ckK^> both 
t^luiQRa moved for.ward to< the p(»nt of attack; both 
.were led to my perfect satisfaction ; and hoUk succeeded 
jvith a degree of eaw^ their intrepid and undaunted cobi- 
^nct und9ubtedly insured; and I directed Lieutenant 
■Archibald, with a troop of the Govemor*general*B body 
^^pwai^ which had pe^ kuded tbe preceding evening, to 
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Ibllow die cM^amn iaiidfr Migor Sale, and take advaniafe 
4»f any opportunity wbidi might oibr, to chaiipe. 

'« The ettetny were defeated aind ctispersed in e^ery di- 
lectton ; and Ike body guard, gallantly efaai^ging over l&a 
broken andt swampy ground* completed their tenor and 
fHtmay. The Cassay horse fled, nnxed with the retreatiDg 
inikntry ; and all th«r artillery, stores, and reserve depots, 
iwhich had cost them so much toil and labour to get up, 
with a great quantity of snail arms, gilt Shatahs, stan- 
dards, and other trophies, fell iuto our hands. Never was 
irictoiy more compdete or more decided ; and never #af 
the triumph of discipline and vakmr, over the disjointed 
efibfts pf irregular courage^ and infinitely superior num* 
I>er8, mora conspicuous. Majors D^mie and Thomlull, 
of the 13th Light Infbitry, and Major <jrore of Ihe 80tb^ 
fvere distinguished by the steadiness with which they led 
their men ; but it is with deep regret I have to state, the 
ioss we have sustained, in the dea& of Major Walker, one 
of India's best and bravest soldiers, who f^i while leading 
Ins column into the enemy's entrenchmenfts ; when the 
command devolved upon Major Wahab, who gallant^ 
conducted the c<^umn during the rest c^the actm ; aiid 
I observed the Skh Madras Native Light Influiiry, on tib^ 
occasion, conspicuously forward* ' 

< '* The Birmese left wing thus disposed o^ I patientiy 
wuted its effect upon the right, p<»tMl in so tiii(^ a foreit 
as to render any attac]( |n t^t quinrt^ in a grei^ meffsuQi^ 
impraoticaUe. 

*' On the 6th I had the pleasure of obsen^ng that Baiii- 
4oola had brou^t up the Scattered remnant of his d^eot- 
ed left to strengthen his right and centre, and conl^ii^^ 
day and night employed in carrying on hb approaches in 
Aront of the great pagoda. I ordered the artillery to si adh- 
en its fire, aiiid the Infantry to keep wholly out of siglt^ 
allowing him to oariy on his fruitless labour with lil^ 
annoyance or molestittion. As I expected, he "took sys^- 
iem for timidity; 'and on the morning of the 7th instaitat* 
I had his whofi^ fcurce posted in my immediate fvontr-^a 
£rst line entrenched so close, that the 8<^diiers in <^r bavw 
racks could distinctly hear the ins<4ent threats and' re* 
proaches of the Birman bravoes. s i 

" The time had now arrived to undeceive them in th^ 
«ftnguine, hm ilUfoqnded hopes. I instantly made aw 
^"•angements, and at half past ^even o'clock every thing 
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jpHiinrteiidinbisto aasault ihe tranches hi four columns 
df attack, under the superinteadance of Lieut6tuint- Colo- 
nel Miles, my second, in command^ and commanded by 
Xietttenaat^ Colonels Mallet, Parlby, Broilf e^ and Ouptain 
WUton of ^e 38th Regiment. At a quarter before twdve 
X ^ordered etery gun that would bear upon the tretlbh^s to 
Open, and tbeil' ^re it'^ kept up with an efibct thftt never 
. waa surpassed ; Major Sale at the same thii«, iA direct^d^^ 
itkkking a dhren^n oh the enemy's left asd rear. At tw^re 
^clock the canonade ceaiSed, and the columns moved for- 
ward to their respective pomts of ^ttMck. • Btery tiling' 
'^waB done uhder my own immediate leye, but where all be^ 
Iwved so kiobly) I cannbt partkularize ; biit 1 must in^ 
jnstiee state, ttu^ Captain Wilson's and Lieutenant- ColO^' 
ntl Farlby*s dii^ons^'first made an impres^on, A:om whichf 
t|ie enemy neve^ recovei«d. They were driven from all 
tiieir works wid^out a check,, abandoning all their guns» 
with a great quantity of arms of every descri^tioii ; and 
certainly not the least amusing part of their formidabte 
prq[Murati(ms was a great number of ladders for escaladBtig 
^be Great Pagoda, fotind in rear of their position. The' 
Wtai defeat of Bandoola's army was noMr most fully at- 
«Omt»UBiied. His loss, in killed m^ wouiAled, from tbtf 
nature of the ground^ it is impofsible Jtb cMculate; but I^ 
«iii confident I ^ not exceed the foirest Umit, #hen I 
state it at 5000 men. In every other respect the mighty 
'fiott, Ifvhich so lately threatened to overwhelm us, now, 
scarcely et^ts. It commenced its inglorious fliffbt dur- 
■l&g last night. Hiimbled, dispersing, and deprived of their' 
arms, they cannot^ for a length of time; again meet us in 
tiie field, aidd the lesson they have now received will, I am 
confident, prove a salutary antidote to the native arror 
gftnde and vanity of the Birmese nation. Thus vanished 
8m hopes of Ata: and those means which the Birmese 
government were seven months in organizing for our an- 
nSiilation, have been completely destroyed by us in the 
<onrs^ of seven days. Of 300 pieces oT ordnance that ae- 
.compaiiied the grand army, 240 are now in our camp, and; 
ib nmskets their loss is to them irreparable. 

** Our loss in killed and wounded, althoo^ severe,' 
will not, I am sure, be considered great for the important' 
services Mre have had the honour to perform. 
* '5 Of my troops I cannot say enough ; their valoUr was 
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only equalled by the cheerful patience with lydiidi thfgr«i 
bore long and punfiil privations. My Europeans fougj^ 
like Britons, and proved themselves worthy of the coun- 
try tha| gave^tlMm birth; and, I trust, I do the gsdtant 
sepoys' justice when I say, that never did' troc^s laxmn 
strive to obtain the palm of honour, than they to rival 
Ihdr European comrades in eyery thing that marks the . 
stfeady, true, ^nd daring soldier. 

. « My obligations to Captains Chadds and Ryves, and' 
the officers and seamen of his Mi^esty's navy, ixte greM' 
and numerous. . In Captain Chadds himself I have al^^ 
ways found that ready alacrity to share our toils and dan<^ 
gersy that bas ever charactierised the profession he belongs 
to I and the nK>st .cordial zeal in as»stihg and co-opera€t^' 
with mt on every ocoasipn. I have i^lso to notice ^v 
good conduct <f the Honourable Company's cruisers, the> 
gun-flotilla, and row-boats ; nor ought I to oinit men- 
tioning the handsome . conduct of Captain Binny, acting 
agent for the Bengal traasporta, in volunteering" both ln&' ^ 
European crew and ship for any sarviee. Qn the present 
occasion she was anchored off Dall, and sustuned somci^ 
loss from, the enemy*s fire. I may also add, that every^^ 
transport in the rh^ waa equdly, anxious to contxibuto' 
cRrery ppssible assistance to the public service. '*!'< » . 

Notwithstanding the defeat, so linexpected on^ 

hif part, which Bahdo<^ thx^s sustained, not mmy 

. days elapsed before that indefie^tigalie leader sue* ^ 
ceeded in rallying his seaittered forces, and with a^' 
tiody of about 25,000 nwn retm^^to wt^im ^ 
three miles of the P^oda alluded to in Sir Arpfai^ 
hald Cfimpbell's despatch, and ^< commenCied eBL** - 

}trenching and stockading, " in the words of ihs^- 
General, '* with a judgment in point of position 
such as would do credit to the best instructed eki* 
gineers of the most civilized and warlike nadons* ** ' 
This position, however> Sir Archibald determined 
to attack on the 15th of December ; and from the 
admirable manner in whidi thje fire of the aftiUerjr 
was directed, in less than fifteen mimites thi^ eo« 
lumns destined for tsairying the bieadb were inpos*- 



iewion, not btily of tlie enemy V work, but of lak 
dimp, which was left standing, with all the bag- 
gfage, and a great {nrqiortion of his arms andanih 
monition. <^ When it isJoaown, ^' says the Conir^ 
Gbander-m^chief, '< that 1300 British infantry 
8t<Hined and carried by assanlt the most formidable 
ealvenched and stodkaded wovks I ever saw, de- 
fended by upwards of 20,000 men, I trust h is. 
unnecessary for me to say more i^ praise of soU 
diers performing such a prodigy ; future ages will 
scarcely believe it. " It is proper^ > howiever, to 
-iD^tkm, that upon ^is occasion Bandoola did not 
command in person ; the chief to whom he "had 
ioBrasted that duty was! mortally^wounded whilst 
. gallantly defending the stockade. 

O^ the same day on wluch this very brilliant 
Itetion took place, imder the superintendance o^ 
^aptain^ Chadds, the senior, nana oiieer at Ran-t 
^oon, an attack was made upon a fleet of thirty- 
^a ^ the enern/s war-boats. Of these, princi- 
pally tiuro^gh the md of the Diana steam-boat> 
, 'vrUdraccompaiiied tins expedition, and the celerity 
^ whose motions, even against wind and tide, in- 
«fjjned the BinneBe with^ the greatest consternation, 
thirty w&ce captured, having been previously aban-^ 
4aB.ed by their crews, who, upon the approach of 
i^ steiuQd-'boat, threw theanselves into the river, 
^ofA were either drowned or swam ashore, appa- 
fen^yinan agony of tenbv. In consequence of 
tiheae continu^ disasters, <Maha Bandoola found it 
IPUdeeesary to lead hack his army much shattered ta 
I)oiioobew« 

< It; was now for the first time that the British 
IMmy at Rangoon found itself in undisturbed pes- 
^f^mmoi n.conn^erable^utrict of country, and 
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' aciiVe pr^pahitions were iiHiiledilftety made^ls^ 
taking every ddvanta^ of 1^ new shaftdon «f ttf^ 
^BHrs. Orders wa*e issiied to prepare for a apee^' 
fkdvance into the interior ; and besidies the eoritinnal 
arriTal ^f transports irdm the Pteoldei&cies, this tj^ 
ject was not' a little fayosired by ^^retium 6f inat^ 
^'the inhabitants of the eonntry to their ferffiev^ 
places of residence in Rangoon and its Vibiristj^^ 
and by their consenting to open a regofaar traffic 
trith the British in all articles of consamp^aib 
Son^e of the native watermen too vohmteier^'iato 
our Service, by whose assistaiice we were eni^l^ed 
to obviate many of the difficulties which dar igniMN 
ance of the navigation of the Irrawaddjr WOidtJ^ 
<>therwise have occasioned. 

Certiiinly at this moment the sitiudon of llie' 
Birmese monarch was any thing but enviable. Tfuf 
most numerous ffnuicA/ headed by the most ddlfii^ 
generbkt he could send into the fbdd, had been de-'. 

' feated agdn and again. The victorions troops ^ 
Rangoon were abdut to mardi for Ava ; Mta ther 
nprth-east frontier c^ Ariracak a large forde uteder 
Brigadier-general Morison was preparing to entep 
his empire, and if possible to eO'^^ieraf^ ^th Sir 
Archilradd Caiiipbeirs division ; from SyHiet, aa-*' 
other army under Brigadier-general ShoQldfaam>t 
threatened to advance to the capital throughr Cw^ 
say; in A^9am» Lieut^iant-colonel RichwdrnHttP 
busy with a small but iactKe c6rps ; add> ba ^bm 
SDiith, the Siamese, ^ho had already moa^ssced^ 
their friendly di^sitions towards the Brit^ hsM" 
out hopes of their making a movement in ooirjuiceN^ 
taon with our columiis, which' were to marieh tip' 
^ Ii^iiraddy. His celestial Maj«»ty, hcfwev^,^ 

li not easily, terrified, or, if lie is, be hat too mucb^ 
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pri|Ie to diow it. Upon die prescait oeeamoii he 
briefly stood at bay, and mai^ully prepared fc^ re- 
eiatance at whatever cost. ' > 

It was on the 13th of February 1825 that ^ 
gei^ial advance of the British troi^ commenced. 
They were divided into two colmnns ; t^ie one a- 
hottt 2000,8^ong, proceeding by land, under ^ 
command of Sir Archibald Campbell ; and the o- 
ther by water, under Brigadier-general Cotton, 
consisted of about 1000 European infantry, |vi^ 
a power^ train of artillery, which was embariied 
in a flotilla of sixty boat^ commanded by Captain 
Alexfuidef. ' 'pie land d^umn was to jn'oceed, in 
l|)e ^t place, up the Lain rivep, and effect a junc- 
tion iiith Brigadier Cotton as near Donoob^w tfst 
pqQsible. A smaller force under Major l^ale was 
l4fp prdm'ed to take possession of Bassein, aSPt^ 
\|rfaidi it likewise was to join \he main body at 
Dpi^oobew. Bijgadier M'Reagh, with the oemain- 
der of the troops,^ was left in conimadd at Ran- 
g«?p, and ^ to employ hm,8elf in «.pedntep«l. 
ine the fortification of diat town, which went on 

The land force under General Campbell march- 
ed tq Lain, without meeting with any resistance 
whatever. Its dista^c^ from Rangoon is about fifty 
miles ; but, owing to the uncultivated state of- th^ 
country, and the absence of every thing like regu- 
lar roods, the troops, though in high health and 
spirits, could seklqm advance more than eight miles, 
a day. They left Rangoon on the 14th, and did 
not reach Lain till the 23d of February. The town, 
though the capital of a pretty extensive district, 
was found tjuite deserted, and a halt was made at 
it for on}y a skigle night ; after whith, the coluif^) 
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i«8iinied lis mtfdit towsttda Donoobew with tXk'pm^ 
mb]» esqtedki^a. By the 7^ af M arcb, it was ntat 
enough that place to hear distmctly 1^ «o^^ tit 
canaottade, Krhidi the mari&e ditieifm t^der Ge* 
nend Cotton^ hanng arrived fiitot, had abeadytn 
peaed upon it. The opefataons of this diTisimi, In 
passing up the Iitawaddy, had neoessarily heek 
mvkdk more arduous than those of the land cohann. 
Various stoc^uides and entrenchments had bedn 
thrawn up upon the banks to oppose its inrogress. 
At Paulang, in particular, a very iq^itited afiiur 
took plaee, where between £^ur and.fite thousand 
tBirmesj^ wese driven badi from very p<]rwerful for-^ 
^cations wiUi considerable loss, l^oti iiaa «ftd 
other similar oc€»sions^yie shells and rockets used 
by the Briti^ were foui^d of tlie. grei^est torvice^ 
•jboth as tending to throw the enemy ^to confusioUy 
.^md to si^ve the lifes of our men^ After these sue* 
cesses, Brigadier-General Cotton proceeded direct 
to I^onopbew ; and thou^ Sir Archibald Campbell 
Jbad not yet oome up, he determined upon atlaefe» 
ing the^ enemy, who>9 |)eaded by Baikdoola, mus- 
tered about 15,000 strong, aiid had fortified their 
position in the most skiiful and soldi^r-like mafr' 
iier. An outer stockade, which bur marme fyt^ti 
6ist attacked, was carried with a lo^ to the enemy «f 
«bout 400 men. The attempt made upon ihe secmrf 
jstockade was less successful ; and, after being eib^ 
posed for a eon$iderable time ta a heavy &e, 6^ 
n&ml Cotton found it necessary to le-embark ^be 
troops he had Igiided for the piffpoee of makii^ 
the assault,, and dropped down km miles beloW 
PoBoobew, there to wait n&dl i^forced* Om 
low in this secimd affair was serious. 
In Oie m«99 whUei Sir AitiuMd C^ 



aUff^llhar ii^vare of the foroiidalile fecdfitSQee whieh 
wai*to be made at Donopbew, had. poshed en se* 
i:fi|cai di^B* mareh towards Prdme, a city of ^om» 
magnitude, and whidi he understood was the head- 
qiaax$/Wff the.^i^my. On the 11th of March, 
hd received despatches informing him of the failure 
^ the a^ad( upon the outworks at the former 
p^Uce, and^ aft^ some deliberation, he judged it 
pi^er to retrace his >|teps to the assistance of Ge- 
neral Cotton. O^ the 14th, and four following 
da^ his trpf^ were em|^loyed in crossing the Ir<^ 
i;^^^raddy, which it was necessary to do b^are they 
could reach Dimoobew. The task was one of no 
slight difficulty ; but, in llie words of Major Snodr 
grass, ** energy and perseveraace, ^ided by the 
dieerfiil and hearty exertions of the soldiers, final- 
l|f triumphed oyer every <^tacle." It was not, 
howevei^ till the 2dth, ^t the, army arrived witb^ 
in ^n-i^hot distance of DiUdoobeisr. 
. The main stockade, at the ffirt <^ Djonoobf^w, 
IITBS upwards of a mile in length, composed of so- 
lid teidi beams, firom 15 to 17 feet hi|^, and from 
&toS hundred yards broad. Behind this were 
tbe brick nMX^arts of the place, surmounted h^ 
i^boat 150 gunsp The whole was surro^ded by ^ 
heme d^p fjitch fiHed with spikes, n^ils, and holes ; 
aio4 the jjitj^ itself was shut m with seveial rowi^ 
of etching railing, together with an abatis of great 
lireadth. Our camp was hardly pitched, before ar 
Q0rtie ufas made from the fort, which, though of a 
^(H^midable appearance at first, epoided in^ smoker 
for several days skirmishes of a desultory kind 
^i^k place bfg£pre the works, without produdn^ 
any serious impression on either side. On the first 
g[^Apnlf a contjuu^ $re.of redteta vaa kept up 
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Upon oaf fmrt, ^iih little or no ^etoM froiti^> 
eneui^Ty a leirctlmstance wbich occasioned sotn^stt^' 
prise. The canse^ 'however, was satisfactorily 'e^' 
notigh explained next day. The fort of Donetf^*^ 
bew was neaiiy evacuated, for on the motiving dF> 
^ first, Maha Bandoola, while going htis rounds'," 
^ had been killed on the spot by a rocket ; aiid nofM- 
* was the panic which instantly took possession t^ 
fhe garrison, that the surviving <4iieiil found it ut** 
terly impossible to keep it any longer together. 
Just as the enemy s rear* guard fled totraiods ^hcH*' 
neighbouring jungle on the 2d, t)ur army tookpos^^ 
session of the place, and found in it a great store 
not only of guns and ammunition, but of gtaki' 
sufficient for many months C4»tsainpti<Hi. ' 

The death of Maha Bandoola Was probably tKe 
greatest misfortune which the Birman monareli'faad'^ 
yet sustained. There can be little doubt l^the po#« 
sessed talents of no mean order, aild the t^^rpel^ 
a(i^roaching to awe, which he inspired in hh soV 
cBeis^ made them a great deal more ^mnidalde^ 
ttrhen under his comm^d than that of any <yne' 
else. One of the prisoners found in the fort re» 
llrted the particulars of his GeneralVd^fh in lind^ 
wcHrds: " I belong to the household bi Men^ii^ 
Maha Bandoola, and my business iKras to beat file' 
great drums that are hanging in the verandah of liie^ 
Wongee's house. Yesterday morning, betweefl* 
tlie hours of nine and ten, while the cmfs dinn^ 
#as preparing, he went out to take his usual tbottt^ 
ing walk round the works, and aniv^ at his ob^* 
servatory, (that tower with a red baH upon H)J 
where, as there was no firing, he sat down upon 
a conch whichwas kept there for his use. WMfe 
^ was giving ordere to some of his diiefe, the 
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£fi|j^ hegm llirowing bomlis, and oae of them 
ikUii^ close to the General^ bitrst, and kiUed him 
ott t^ ipot. His body was immediately carried 
acway and burnt to ashes. His de^th was soon 
known to erery body in the stockade, and the' 
soldiers refnsed to stay and fight under any odier 
copunander. The chiefs lost all influence over 
their men, erery individual tbin^g only of pro- 
viding for his own personal safety." 

With as little delay as possiMe the British foifce 
nopr pushed on to Prome, well awaf^ that decisive 
mea8«ire» done wovjd produce atty' effect on the 
Geart cf Ava. No interrupiion of a hostile na« 
ti|n^ was attempted to be made; but letters were' 
received, ia tbB course of th^ march, from the 
BjlRneae Authorities at Prome, intimating the wil* 
liqgaess of the government to conclude a peace. 
At it was suspected, however, that this wa» mere- 
ly -» stratagem for the sake of gaining time, 8ir. 
Ardiibakl Campbell replied, ^at as soon as he had' 
taken military possession of Prome, he would he* 
happy to listen to. any overturei^ of aft ainicahle- 
nalnre which might be made to him. The pru« 
ditttice of this determination was very cfearly per- 
ceived when tlvB army andved before that city^ 
ifthere every preparation was making for a vigor- 
0IW defence. The celerity of our motions, how- 
erar« was too much for the enemy, who, being 
tpik^: by surprise before their fortifications were 
cmnpleted, retired during the night of the 24th . 
€# Aprils and, on the 26th General Campbell en- 
tered tiie place without ^ng a shot. 
'< As ttie ■ rainy season was about to set in, and 
||be^ campaign therefore necessarily near a ckw^ 

vol. 11, 2 A 



44 X9m BiftMiw mAm 

mr htifed-qnartoni w«ra fixed «l^ B«Mby fttn' 
whence a detadimeot maiclied, dnraig M^y» tOt' 
waidB Tonghoo, takmg pewegirioH <^ the intemey 
diateoemitry, aad retnnung about the end 4>f Mvf 
to Prome. The Priaceof Sarrawaddy, who mom 
beadM ^ remnant of the Binneee anny, Mi bad^ 
upon Mdloone, and busiad huriself in nosing lev . 
enute, to ^ number of about dO^OOO, fcNr tbeen* 
aaing campaign. 
' During 4hiB at^ of the Briti^ army at From^ 
every thmg wm doae tacdneiliate die good w^r 
pad secure the caafideiH^e of suieh of its native ia^. 
Ittbitants as returned to it. The ooosequenoei- 
werepartiealariy happy., The tide of population - 
flawed back ; and not only at FixMue, but in aft 
the towiM aad distriists ivhieh had been already 
passed, an actiye and dieerful peo(^ returned t^ 
htwe in unmolested quiet, perfectly satisfied of the 
good £Edth aad hfmeetyof di^ir invadona. In£EM% 
die whole of Pegue, as well as a coanderaUe par^. 
iion of Ara Proper, may be considered as having^ * 
aithis time, been under the. jorisdicdon of the. 
British. We had certainly conquevail the country 
so £yr ; and^ without alt^apdng any material ai- 
tetatioa <^ their ordinary modes of c^vil gorarur • 
meiit, we found it necessary to supply the. ^aoiu 
af th^ir magistrates and other creatures of . the 
fcroim, who had finr 4iie most .part abicond^d, Ia 
organizing a system of official authority, to whii^ 
we gave the sanction of our approval and assis- < 
tance. Into the details of these> arrangements il 
is unnecessary here to enter. It is sufficient to, 
say that they were at once sin^^ aad effective ; 
Aad reflect no small ciredit im our Commaadef-ia^ 
«hi©f and his adnsers, , 



\ Ifce fesenroeB of tbe f>mm ^f ' Ava>' great i» 
.iheir e^Sarts had already Veea^ 'Ve^e yet >% Irom 
.being «Khaiisted. During: the period ia whi^ 
• there /Was a Becessary cessa^on . of hostilities, |i 

new arHiy wa9 organized, amoim^^ to 70,000 
.VBuemy and all thoii^ts of peace appeared ^ be 
.laid aside*. It was the earnest desire, howerer, of 
. ear Commander-in-chie^ to awmd^ if possible, the 

shedding of more blood ; and, in the begiliniiig «^ 

Oelob^r, he despatched a letter to llie Bbo^es^ 
. head-quarters, urging stM»lgly upon tMr chiels 
. the propriety ef advising their sov^ie^ to listen 
ito the leoient terms of peaee he proposed. ^ ht 

«oiiae»qtteiice of this letter, a meeting t04^.pkee ait 
JKeoun^Ben-Zeik, between Cmmnissioni^ a^oant- 
r0d an both sides ; but i^r much useless ^be^veiv 
-ai^ion, proloBged to a ildiccdom leug& by the 
' Binn^se, it was found in^ossible to {»pe¥ail upeft 

^m 4o ag^ree to the proposals w^ made; and so^ 
twskefc liie Birmese comnassiovns had .returned U> 
. Jiend-quartei^ the army advano^ in battle acray 
(.to the very gates of Prome, its General having 
-previously heiumfed Sipr. Archibald Campbell witb 
ftke follo^ving laconic epistle :— ^^ |f you wiah for 
^^feaee, you may go away ; but if you ask- eitiber 
.sioney or jterritery, no friendship «an exist bar 
jtween us. This is Biiman 6nstom*"-*'It waa 
^|iot long before ^^Bin^an oustem " underwent. # 
change. ' 

To oppose the formidable force wjbidi now 
''tiireirtened to i&nt us in, and bury us among the 
.Tains of Prome, we wece able to muster an army 
.of only 5000 men, of whom only 3000 were Bri» 
4kb. It seemed to be the wish of the Bhrmese 
^Jcjfld^n 9ot tp risk ft genend eogag^oaenti but t^ 
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proceed by the slower, though p^-hi^ more W- 
lain method of blockade. As so<hi as these intea* 
.tions were discoveredy it was resolved to attack 
4he enemy at once, without allowing him more 
time for strengthening bis postti<^. Qn tlie Ist 
of December, om" mafine and land forces advanc- 
ed at the same moment ; and, after a well c<m- 
tested fi§^t of some hours, the Birmese were dn- 
▼en back, with much slaughter, to a stock^e they 
had erected some miles distant on the heights of 
Napad^e. It was remarked, as a amoas featmpe 
of this engagement, that three yomig and hand- 
some wou^en, evidentiy'of high rank, fought with 
the most persevering obstinacy and conrage amoo^ 
'the iwiks of the Bilmese, recaUing to the recoUee- 
^liion of our officers all they had e^ read of the 
Amazons of eaiiier ageii. It was Mieved that, at 
least two ci these ladies perished in the field. T\m 
Birmese General, Maha Nemiow, and ifiany of 
the Chdbwas, or tHbntary princes, who had ^rowa 
grey in the service of their sovereign, also lost 
dieir lives on this day. But, after all, onr tro(^ 
had only achieved hitf of what it was if^eeeasuy 
for them to do. Until the ei^emy was driven from 
liii formidable. positi<N|i at N^adee, we could n^ 
congratulate ourselves on havmg gsmied any deci- 
sive victory. On' the second of Eiecemb^, there- 
fore, and the four following days, the army was 
employed in probably the most arduous duty it hod 
yet' undertaken, —that of forcing the heights of 
Napadee. They were fortified with unexampled 
streng^, ahbdugh the natural obstacles they "pre- 
vent^ made' artificial means <^ defence almost un- 
necessary; All things considered, we do not think 
wfe ean be accused of giving way to natl^Nial vwlty 
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wh^i we assert, that none but British soldiers 
^ow^fuHy assisted by a flotilla commanded by 
BMtVsh i^lore, could have succeeded in steadily 
advancing from one siockade to another, under die 
continued volleys of the Birmese, and in driying, aA 
^^e point of the bayonet, without returning a shot,. 
..their opponents from a position three miles in 
^ei^nt. On the 5tb, the victory was complete. 
3yery division of fte Birmese army, and liiere 
^wisre several, had been beaten in fiupce88k>n; aa^ 
completely .disheartened,^ the fugitives disperses 
^^m»elves"in all directions, wherever the woods 
pir tlie jungles seemed to offer concealment. 
" It was now determined to lose no time m a^ 
^vancing to Ava itself w)neh Is ^ut ^iree hiui«- 
'^d miles distant ftom Prome^ and on the 9th of 
December the march was commenced. On the 
'tp^ bm army reached Melloone, about hal&way 
l>^tweeh Ava and Prom0, having seen nothing oB 
}the way but a deserted country, covered with the 
%omided, the dead, and the dying. The ' Burmese 
%6nareh was at last awdcened to something like a 
%iecbming' knowledge of the situation in which 
^ stdodr; and^ at Meliopne, a flag" of truce was 
If^ht to meet us, and to intimate the arrival of /a 
eitoimissioner ivom Ava,. with full powers ^ con- 
i^kide A treaty of ^iu^. That this was really the 
case, was attestediiy the' i^icable condnot of tlie 
^Yiemy's troops who were assembled at Melloone. 
Our army, thetefore, halted on the ^posite side 
of the river, and a barge was moored in the mid- 
die, where the first meeting with the new delegate 
was to take place. On the 1st of Januaiy, the 
^emmissioners of both nations met. The deBMnd 

2 A, 2 
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knade upon our part of a 'csrore of rupees^ ,i^ vifitll 
las of the cession of Arracan, and the restoratipQiof 
Cassay, was what principally startled the Bjirqi^se 
commissioners ; hut; at length, finding it impoepi- 
l^e to make' us alter our tennsy the treaty was 
Agreed to and signed, fifie^i days heing alkifw^ 
for obtaining the rati^catipn of the Kiqg. At tiiie 
exp^tion of that period, it was copuuuipcated .{o 
^s nrom IVfelloone,. that no answer had y^ been 
^"eceired frohi Ava, and a fiirthc;^ .delay of aonie 
six or eight days was requested* Biitjas thi3 must 
evidently have been a preponcerted scheme, sus- 
picions were roused of the sincerity of that de- 
signing court, and Sir jArchibald *Cainpbell gaire 
the BIrmese the chpice of oj^y two alternatives, 
either to evslcuate IVlelloone, and allow him to take 
possession of it, in which case he would re^foa^i 
quiet for fi short time longer, or to prepfir^ for an 
assault, which he would make upon it that very 
night. The Birmese, with niuch courage, ii^ta|it)y 
prepared for their defence, lliough not inferior in 
bravery, however, the military tactics of the Bir- 
mese wiu not for a moment bear any compinaoii 
with ours. Early on the I9th Jani^ry ^8^ the 
BricSdi standard was erected ou the walls of Mel- 
loone, 15,000 men having been driven out of the 
town by, comparatively^ a mere handfuL In the 
house ' of IMnce'Memiaboo, a half-brother of the 
Ktng, who had taken the comma^id, was fbi|i|4 BM^ 
ney to the suinount of from 3b to 40,000 ^i^^ees ; 
and what was still more surprising, though perhiq^ 
not quite 80 agreeable, both the English f^i4 Birmest 
copies of the treaty lately made, signed wid sealed 
as they had been at the meeting, and bearing, conse- 
quently, undeniable evidence of their never having 
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%eeii pernsed by the King. '^ It igi no easy mot- 
~ teiV ^ says an officer from whose work we (lare 
- Unready quoted, *^ to divine what object ^e Court 
'of Ava could have, had in view in opening n^o- 
'^tions they had no intention of abiding by> or 
Vi/htLt possible result they could have anti€;^>ated 
from a short and profitless delay, which to u^ was 
^in every point of view desirable, as fpuch to allow 
^e men tp recover from the debijitating effects of 
&eir jiitp fatigue, as to afford time for collecting 
cte^}e front l£e interior, an4 ^pifficient supplies of 
jBvery description for prosecutiing our journey along 
a sacked and plimde^d'line of country. **7r-" Me- 
miaboo and his beaten army, " add% Mfyjffl' Snod- 
» grass, *'^ retired from the scene of. (beir disasters 
with all possible haste, and the Britieih Commani^r 
prepared to follow him up wifhouV delay. Be- 
fore, however, commencing his march> he. de- 
\mitched a messenger i^tfafme unratified treaty to 
^the Kee Wongee, as weU to show the Birmese 
ehiefis that their perfidy was discovered, as to give 
*tiiem the means of stUl performing their engpigi^ 
ments ; — but merdy tilling the latter in his note, 
that, in the hurry of departure fi-om Mellooiie, hfi 
bad forgotten a document which be might now 
find more useful and acceptable to his government 
than they had a few days previously considered ilj. 
The Wongee and his collei^e politely letunie^ 
fheiK best thanks for the paper; but obse]:yedi) tha^ 
the same hurry that had caused the \o9», f^ tti^ 
tveaty, had compelled them to le^ve bfiwid 9 
large sum of money, which di^y f^ls^o mudk .re« 
grertted, and wMch they were su|^ t^f Bntisb Qe? 
neral only waited an opportjmity of r^^uming^ *' 
«, Our army now ^Oiuine^' 1^ ijfaitch upoa Ava* 
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jOn the Slst of Ja^naiy, it was met by a Doctor 
Price, an American mission&ry, and an £ngli4in&j|i( 
of the name of Sandford, aBslstsmt Mirgeon of We 
Royal Re^meni (Who had been taketi prfebri^ 
some months before), ' and trho were now seiit 
on their parole of honoor to commwiicate the i^- 
cere desire which his celestial Majesty at last enter- 
tained for peace/and to ascatain the lowest ieiW 
u^on whidh it would be granted. The terras offered 
lit M elloone were renewed, and theBritiish generiQ 
having promised not to advance for; twelve da)% 
nearer dieir capital than Bogahm-tneA/ir, th^ two (f^ 
legates retizmed to Ava. There can be littl^ 
dolibt that the Birmese monarch now daw the n^ 
eessity for peitce, and was therefore; aflCxions t6 
sectire it ; bnt the terms p^posed, lenient as' fliejr 
^ere, he fbimd dreadfully gaUing to his pride.^ At 
all haJbai^, llierefore, 'he resolved tipon ofie effort 
more, aiid if thalt foiled,' peace was to' be imtoe^ 
diately ccmclnded. On tbe iiifl of Meiloot^, he 
made an appeal to ^e patriotism kad generosity 6f 
his subjects. He rt^esented himself as tottemi^ 
on his throne, and the immortal dominion of Ava 
t» about to pass at^y hitd the hands of strangers. 
To the troops which he now'coTlectedi to l^e a^ 
mount of about 40,000 men, })e gave the honour- 
able appellation of " Retrievers of the King!d 
Olory ;" and a wanrfor, bearing tiie formidaU^ 
titles of '^ Prince of tfie Setting Sun,** «« Priafcfe 
of Darkness, " and " King of HeU, '* was intfust: 
ed with the command' of this force. He took hvi 
position atPegahm-mew, where he was attacked by 
the British on the ^h of MarcTi. The result was 
the same as )iad attended all our eng^ements 
''^ Ae Binuese* We took possessioa of the 
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j)lace, ai^d the " Betaiiey:^ of the King's Glory *" 
£ted in detached parties over the /^untry. l%e 
unfortunate ^ Prince of the Setting Sun " ventur- 
ed to return to Aya after his defeat, where he was 
.iminediately put to death by or.der pf the king. [ 
Peace was, pq^ inevital^e, wUe^^s it had been 
resolved to allow Ava« itself to fell into our hands. 
The army, whidi continued to advan^ce, .was met 
only 45 niiles from that city by Dr Price ajad Mr 
.Sandford, aqcQjpapanied by two ministers of state 
>um1 aH the British prisoners who had been taken, 
during tiie war, and l^nupng the first installment 
,;rf the motley payment (25 lacs of rupees), as 
. well as a& authority uftder the sig^-man^, to 9IP- 
cept of^such terms of peace as we mig^t propose. 
These were finally settled and signed on the 24th 
'of February 1826. This important Ti^^aty ^f 
Pesoe beitween the Hononrahle East India Com- 
|Muiy on the ooe part, and his Majesty the King 
''of Ava on the other, consisted of the following Ar- 
.licles, to which we have m:^ch j^eaaur^ i^ giving 

" fL place in this work. . i 

** Art I.— ^here shall ^be perpetual peace and friend- 

. ship between the Honourable £!acnpany on the pne ^part, 

• ,ana the King of Ava on the other. 

'* Art. II.---HiB Mijesty the King of Ava renounces 

. all claims, and will abstain from all fiiture interference 
with the principality ai Assam a^d its dependencies, and 
also with the contiguous petty states of Gachar and Jyn-. 

' teea. With regard to Munnipore, it is stipulated, that, 

- ahould Ohumbeer Singh desire to return to that country* 
be shall be recognised by the King of Ava as Rajah 
thereof 

« Art. III.i— To prevent all future disputes respjbcting 
the boundary between the two great nations, the British 
ityovemment will retain the conquered pros/inces of Arra- 
can, including the four divisions of Arracan, Ramrec, 
Cbednba, and Sandoway, and his majes^ the King of 
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--Avm«edet ril rigbt thereto. The Umo ttpeelo w ui |en» ot 
Arracan niouiituns (known in Airacan by the name of 

' Teomaibting, er Pokblngloung range), ml lieoceferth 
form the bonndaiy betweMi i^ two greatnatioos on tint 

, side. Any doolMs regaif<£n^ the said line of deaaarcatioiiy 
-will be settled by the conmiissionenf appointed by the re* 
qpective govenuncnts for that purpose, such comimssioik- 
€»» from both powen to be 6uiteble and cenrte^nd&ig m 
fink* - 

«< Art IV.— His Majesty, the ISing of Ava, cedes ta 
the British Goremment the conquered provinces of Yeh, 
Tovoy, and M ergui and TebasMHm, with the islands aoA 

« dependencies thereufito appertainiiaig, taking the Saluoen 
liver aa the line of demvrcitioB on that frontier. Amy 
douMs regarding their boundaries wiH be settled as ^peci- 
• lied in ^e concluding part of Art. III. 

" Art. V.-^In probf of the sineere ^spositioii of the 
Birman Gevemment to nuuiMiiin the rekitions ci peate 

. Mtd amity betv^een the nadons, and as part inderaQifica* 

< lion to the British Government for the expenses of tbo 
vrar, his majesty^ the King of Ava, agrees to pay the sum 
6f one crore of rupees. 

*' Art. VI. — No person whatever, whether niitiv6 or 
fiweigner, is hereafter to be molested by either party, on 
account of tiie part which he may have, taken, or have been 
compelled to tijce, in the present war. 

*' Art. VI L — In drder to cultivate atid improve the re- 
lations of amity and peace hereby estaldcshed between the 
two Governments, it is agreed, .'that accredited ministers, 

, retaining an escort, or safeguard of fifty men frcnal emA, 
shall reside at the durbar of the ether, who shall be per- 
mitted to putchase, or^ to build a suitable place of resi- 
dence, of p^manent mi^erials ; and a commereial tveftfy, 
npon prindpleB of redproad advantage, will be entered 
into, by the two hi^ contnsjtine.powers* 

** Art. VIII.«— All pubUe aha private debts contracted 
by dther government, <Mr by the subjects of either govern- 
ment, with the others previous to the war, to be recog- 
nised and liquidated, upon the same principles of'hoQour 
and good faith, as if hostilities had not tidcien. place be- 
tween the two nations; and no advantage shall be taken 
^either party, of the period that may havc«lap«ed since 
ve debts were incurred, or in consequence of the war; 

*na^«ccoiding to the univeiBal law pf natipna, 4i m iSu^ 
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Iber MSpul^rtttd* tiiat tite property of ail Bricblv tolyeci^ 
Mio ray die in the dominions of his majesty, the king o^ 
Af!a« shall, in the absence of legal heirs, be placed in the 
iMads of the Bntish resident or Conuil in the said.doniir 
aiooa, ivho- will dispose of the same aeeonUng to the tenar^ 
o£ the British law* In like manner, the property of BSr«' 
mesa subjects, dying under the same circumstances, ia^ 
jmy part of the Britnh dominions, shall be made over to 
the minister or other authori^ delegated by his Bimiaa 
gwjeaty^ to the jup g^m e goac ra i a i il of India. 
' <s An. iX.^llie king of Ava will aboUsh all exaotioiis 
npon . British ships or yessds in Birman ports, that are 
notire^ired for Birman shipa or vessels in Bridsh ports; 
aer shaH ships or vessels^ the^nroperty of British svi^ect^ 
ncbether Eunopean or Indian, entering the Bango0|i i^ 
ver, or other Birman ports, be requir^ to land their guns^ 
or unship their, rodders, or to do any other act not reqoir* 
ad by Burmese ships or vessels in British ports. ^ 

<• Art. X.-/rhe. good and faithful ally of the British 
Government, his majesty the King of Sianv having taken 
% part in the present war, will, to the fullest extent, as Ux 
as regards his majesty and his subjects, be included in the, 
above .treaty. 

^ Art. XL— >I!his treaty to fa«s ratiiM by the.Biiracae 
authorities competent ih the like cases, ,and the ratificar 
tion to be accompanied by all British* whether ffwropnwi 
or native, American and other prisoners, who will be de« 
BveredwOver to the' British commissioners; the British 
commissioners, on their part* engaging that the said treaty 
shall be ratified by the Right Honourable the Governor* 
general in council, and the ratification shall b^ delivered , 
to his majesty the King of Ava, in four months, or sooner 
if possible ; and all £e Birmefle prisoners shall, in like 
manner, be delivered over to. their own government, at - 
so6n as they arrive fifom Bengal^ 

(Signed) (Signed) 

LAEOxkN MioKOA, A. Campbsll, Major- 

Woongee, L. S. General and Senior 

S$al ofihe Lotoom Commissioner. 

(Signed) (Signed) 

/SuwAGUiN Wooxr, T. C. Robertson, Civil 

A^wpon, If Sp Commissioner, L. SL 

Signed^' 
H.D. ChadHi Ci^ . 
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, « Ad^titinal. Article.— The Britvb conynissiciilBr^^ 
ipg mo^t anxiously desirous to manifest the mna^mfy^S 
their wish for peace, and to iteake the immediate ei^ciu 
tio» of the fifth ai^tide of thi» treaty as little irksodb'tor 
. inconyenient as mtatible to his Miycity the Kingmtjeui^ 
consent to the lollowii^'anFaiigemeitts with wspect to t^^ 
division of the sum total, a» specified in the article before 
-referred to, into instahnents, vix. upon the payihent of !^. 
Wcs of Yupees, or «ie*lburtb of tli« suaki total, (the onM 
articles of the treaty bek^ .execruted), the assay wiUiittf 
tire to Rangoon. IJpon the further .payment of a sinttlajr 
sum, at that place, within one hundred days from thi»' 
date, with the proviso as above, llie armv wiU evacuate 
t^ d0iii«oi<Mift of baa mi^y the KlB|f of Ava wtiA titf 
least .possible, delay, leaving ^the rennDaing moie^jof..jill9 
sum total to be paid by equal annufd instalmenta in twO' 
years, trotn this 34fth day of February 188^ a. ».,-*• 
through the Consul or Reiiid<^nt in Amkixt Fegum, on iShi^ 
piat of the Ifooipunble East India Con^kai^. • . . ) « • ^ 

. (Signed) <Sign^} > 

Labokkn MiomoA) a* Cai^i k&l, Ma}or-r 

Wooi^^L.S^' General ajid Senior 

- Seal of the L&Uto, ComraiasiOnev. ^^ 

t <fi%B^> ' (Sigmd) . . .< . 

SawAOviw Woov, T.C.R9»uursoir,.Civit 

Atawaoh, £m S. Commissioner, JLSu 

H* D. Chabs, Capt. ' 

r , • . R.- N; ■ - . '^ 

Tlmi^ eofiicktded i -mst «f ^ tMtt^ fieriow ami 
extensive nature than anjr in wbick our li&dian^goK 
T^ppieAt had been engaged for a long penod.. ikm 
cool periOvenoiBe and intr^dity wi& which- 9m 
small a force as that commanded by 8ir ArchihaW 
Gompbell marched hx into the interior of arlnis-* 
^e couBJ^y OYercoming in its progress thousamlsy 
not of rude barbarians, but of well^'^sG^Uned m^ 
M^ost. courageous |M>14ier«, cannot certainly be suf^. 
ficiently . admired^ and off^^rs a subject of proud Eef* 
flection for the historian of Bril^ Valour. Avft 
itself, the golden capita) of the <' Lord of Earth 
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iliid*Atr; ** m/M bame been, had we so cbdeeBi an 
i^si^ prey to our Tictorious arms ; Jbut asont c^- 
jgct was not so much to cwiquer a country as to 
teaiab'a leasoa of humility to, a haughty people, and 
«r the capture of b city wiiidi the Birmese vene- 
rate so hijgfhly might pnly have served to exaspente 
ibsir £seling8y and induce them to pratract the war 
aekf any risk, it showed at once sonnd judgment and 
seifHienial to abstain from proceeding to this last 
exljemity, though we were within four days nuundi 
<tf Ava. All that it was necessary fw us to do, 
wtts done. The cession of Arracan, in par^ular, 
gives to our Indian territories on that frontier & se- 
curity from hostile invasion^ which they neva* be- 
fore possessed ; wldst the focrtiag^ipoii which our 
commercial relati<MiB with the Birmese empire have 
biBeti placed, are of such a nature as to afford us 
advai^tages of, the most imp<»iant kind* Besi^tes, 
the benefits^erived from this war are not Hkely to 
be of a temporary nature. The eyes of the court 
of Ava must now be opened to the vast superio- 
rity of the British nation in p<unt of military power ; 
and whatever tone it naay still affect to assume in 
aw fot ni ity with the national policy of most Eastern 
states wUch affscts to treat everything foreign 
wi^ contempt, it will long continue to remember, 
with emotions of salutary fear, the defeat of its 
Wawo t and most numerous armies at Rangoon, 
Donoobew, atPtome, atMelloone^ and at Pegamue. 
in «OBduding tUs page of British history, it is 
pardeidarly gratifying to be able to record, not 
o^y the IniUiant actions of our brave soldiers, but 
the well-won gratitude of their fellow-countrymen. 
On the 8di of May 1827, Mr C. W. Wynn moved 
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in the House of Commons, and <m tlie 1^^ Lord 
•Goderidi in the Lords,' that the thinks oC ^e»fk 
Honse be giv«i to tiie officers and men^epgigedli^ 
the late gloilons snceesses in India. The tboks 
of the feitish Plar^ament haire always beea.J^ 
veiled as one of the best rewards which could j)e 
bestowed for services pertemed to the ecMintc]^^ 
and COTtainly diey were never giTen witbtiie mow 
hearty concurrence of the whole natiim, than vspem 
the present occasion. 
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* HjIlving, inilie pceceding pa^^ endeavpured to 
<gi4« aft distiiiet a narrative as our ^aoe would ad- 
^i^^ of the late impcnrtaat transacUoiia which hare 
takM» place between jthk coimtQr and Binnal^ it is 
now -our wish to present our readers .with suchiiddi- 
tipael'infonnation jregardiiig the Binnese empire 
4nA national character, as we may hare been able 
4» collect firem .various soHroes> and as we feel con- 
fident will not be. pemsied without interest* We 
are necessarily obliged tq condense. our fects as 
Hinch as poss^e; but iJiey will not be the leas de- 
serring of attention on that account. 
< Aware as we now are of the great internal resour- 
ces of Birmah^its external or natural advantages must 
be no less obvious to every one who casts his eye over 
. ^e map of those countries that surroupd the Bay 
of Bengal. Our territori^, which lie on the north 
and the west, are at once discovered to be greatly 
inf(Mrior in most of the topographical requisites of a 
coBunerdal and. maritime country; whilst, from the 
river Naaf <m the Chittagong fr<mtier, following 
the line of coast southwaids as far as Tenasserim, 
ire many eominbdions and safe harbours, even ex- 
chiding those of Bassein and Bangoon, which are 
pfObaUy surpassed by none ,in the world. It is 
true, tliat the £^rmese, either through ignorluice or 
inactivity, have not derived that ben^t which it 
was in their power to have done from these cir- 
cumstances ; but this is probably only the more fa- 
v^^urable for us, as it would induce them the more 
willingly to permit our men^nts to establish up- 
on the best footing a connexion for the purposes of 
^Mle a^d traffic with the ports alluded to. Nei- 
ther ought it to be foi^tten how^atal an influence 
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il miglit haveenourEflBtem potfteflsiOBS, weravif 
other £iif<opetti pow^ hostile to ub W ohtaia ite 
dDmiDMid «F any of tiiose parts, and drat^theak^ «i^ 
gaiost' vs. The totility of Bengal, we already 
know from experience, is far imm heiag b^oui 
Ihe infiiiMiee of the o e aa t no t hm if ^our settlnaiirti 
be BMintaiaed on'liM BimeM coart, the hiztttiai^ 
and almost spontaaeoos prodnetioiisof ^wteaof^ra 
wonld erer be to British India a certain' 
against the ^alomties of fiEUtnine. 

Affldens tilerefere that nodibig of cDnae^enoa 
sheidd' remain miknown conening a ecmxtry t» 
which we have of l^^ebeen aceoslomed to look with 
so much interest, and with which our eemmeraal and 
political relations are probaUy destined soon to be irf 
a much move extens&re and definite kmd, w« shi^' 
in tiie sequel, wi^ovt fartiier introdactioa, anai^ 
oar i^marks nnd^the six diffident heads ofv Stat^ 
tical detaSs of ihe ^mese eslpire,— -PeeuMaritiea 
of the Court of Ara— ^LeglslatiTe £nactnMmt»>-«b 
PoMic and Domeslie Charwjter of ^e Fsofde*^ 
Their Re^gion— and Literature. = 

^ I. Statistical D^AiLs.-^The eirtest and 
boundaries of ihe Bhmese dominimis htem been ^m* 
riously stated, and, changing as thef continoaHy 
are by the foirtune of war, it is extpemdy tfifficidl 
to state, with any thing IHce accuracy, the precise 
number of scpiare miles ov^ whidi hie gokksn^ 
ibotedMajestybears sway* Malte Brun estimatea 
the empire at about 1050 geogmphipal miles m* 
length, and 600 in breadth, hi which, however^ k 
must have buffered considerably by llie recent-cea*' 
«®tt of Arracan. Both he and Colmiet FVaoUm 
"8free in stating the number of square miles to be 



mm 09fj^^»^ ^Y CciomA Sprnm, in 1795, to b» 
W^M%ftB^<lI>biit. iGi^ttam ijGoae, who oie^e^il 
%iMsH& m enray to t^ court ^ . Aioffi^apocm^ 
^itii;^.^ at. Jcmly. 8,000^000,. while Cokmidi 
^m t Um^ w^jBeemB tc^^ Jbffo^ been at ^roat^fiain* 
SMaolfeeliagAinfiomKtioB. upon Ai9 and other sub* 
j«eta«onat^toclwilJtithe.Bin»eee» procee<)S| vppai/^ 
«ntfyriq>mi sound jd^»» in aUowing cmly 25 inLk-. 
faitenta to. a. square, miley .op* ai total, population' oi 
lMimBmikamk^m^m>: The season pv^bably 
lAys^tvavellei^ possessing the aciuteness and; iur. 
ti^lig»Be» of Colctfi^ %nM%na|r hasre been led ta 
ftnn soiMeRoiieQua xm ^«^ate is, thal^.he judg^ o£ 
Ae- entire oannlay by tbe^fertile wadip^^idpis.lxaota 
iAioh line the baaks. ^f the Imwaddy* But Uns 
. WftoPf being tbe:high,road ^i ihe <^aEq>ire, ^vid^dtry, 
aifivds no £uriruk by i^iiieh t^^lerm jin.<^^ ^. 
^ remoter andJasft &e(^n]M di«tcic(s^ As nearly 
as43oleii^Fiamklia!4SO^d ascer^tin^ th^e were m 
^aaamptkon, the lieite capita], Sd^OOQ.houses, .endv 
as the taxes, are levied on houses, he supposes that 
seven persms ihay be allowed to each, which makes 
tha4>op!Dlailion.ef that city ^fly 1 75^000 ,soub. It 
has'beeii ^usA^.ascertelned^ that there are at. most , 
B0i.iBOiB.th8n>€iOOQ dlae% towns *4»id Tillages, in 
tfaBiBmraiidoiBiai0ns; and that these, owing, to 
theineceasi^yi(»ktbe.unpro^tected inhabitants unit- 
ing <i» •oei^es»cieoin^!ise probably nearly all the 
famaescWM^'in lifte^pire«. Qf these toiims. and 
vaJIagee the.aren^ is not more than 200 houses 
eaUfy which gives the ninaiiW of l,iQOO,QOO hou^ 
86% «itdrthi8».«t One rtte ,of. seven-inhabitants to a 
hobe^yWds * pppxdation of 1 l,200,Q0Q, of which. 
-^»,. . -• , . ,. 53 B jC . ,1 ,, -i' 



»k iwinMlteft Dott Wf «H Im «Mnd6f«d m 

oliPOMwn.l;oin»» im the'Biiiatae m pi i'o kdbontiiwtf 
loone. ColoselBrtaklinViiiqiiiriesylioweTtra^CMit' 
anaoed iutt that ilik^imii.dtt^?o|K>iltei«»^«oi to 
%e attrttrated to mfwtJtmdJiitam^ sabe •a ccwt a in ed l 
Ibi ihoyrliw of InMtedid luyt «!iieeed^»t o^^ 
bmIm boyond wiiat1» commmi* It imiflt ^jieoqm^ 
••d far talliar by the iaconmM; w«ni i&whidi tli»4^ 
fmem4iapeiidoa ^ the BiCTiw» ■oyW f uig a i biwifc 
c«ithiiiaU7i»ralfed.thenr8^9eet«. Birtfimm whsi^ 
eifer eanse tUe effect* piioe«ed%"lhe mBitary feree 
el the eaipige, a mattw ^ef eeiae cen e cq<ie«Bc » eMt" 
set fail'te he d^^l^y afieeted by it . ^ 

- There is-ne trtaadliwg lead £o«:«ei «ictefi;^« nfiidi 
^Irdiaeip&Md ceirpe 4)f ar^bvy> aetiU mtJAet body 
of> eowry^ and about 2000 niftnlry, lhe> ^r- 
itieae moBaneh's an^ei^ ave^ alwaya nieed<imf the 

r' of the BioHiettt» ThoeCate cemioil detaniuMe 
tuimber of me& to be fumkhed by eadi<ye* 
^ct ; fdid ^ Priiicea, €hob«iv% ead LoiidB, ivho 
held ihek Utods by inilitazy teaxi^ aee bo'Widr'tet 
see ^t'lHUBbet made qp withoiit lees /oft ^tuiM^ 
When.^e ratee are fixed^ theiiisd^ fi9wv or inore 
hoBse^ which tenii^ one mnxh vnmt lad^aac^ b»* 
aidee, 900 tecala (about 400 nipeeB)>aeJM»i pay 
during the war, wimtever ita le^^ may be» t^She 
reen^t must fumi^ l&nself w«^ a^epear^ aiM^dy 
target, and musket ; anuuUMitieii heieei^vmgMis* 
Colonel Franklin was of opinum, that it wo«M be 
di^ult for the eoinrt of Ava to raise aiid mm^ 
. tain, for any length of time, an anny exeeedi^g 
^,000 aaen. That he mudi imdem^ledata abi- 
bty ia this xeapeet, the events of the bte iv^'suf- 



iiifl iy attests ^# teoafte th» flM^ of tlie e«H 
•efipc% their fiumlMeB are-^ways r«l«iBed ki tha 
dliliiisi ta nAMi 4My bekmf ; iiaid fllurald tbeir re* 
IflliBii dttiert^ aire mmilessly lyonrt afire wilhoiu 
diaCuKlion of age or sex. 

-yi ' Sk b te n m rnm of ^ eovMry ie a subfed wpm 

*» » M i k im stift Mfiram in igmt vaceftobtjr* Jt 

aiiflM pikicnpaiiy from the tribute of tiie Ch6^ 

■^mmi the^thiie of the prMhiee of tile crowa UoMbi 

the miiiefl, ami the importa and eacportis. Itisrnot 

'Settle inoreaaed alio by^ the perpetual octiurettoa 

•of vmifisQatkHKy escheaia, foes, donatioiiv &m^ ^^b. 

"ifbr Iha moat part the feremiea ave collected m 

iMd, irftfa tile exceptiofi of ^ tributea of the 

Cfaobwaa, and llie dirtka on cotton and aorae olhar 

: aMielee, wfaidi are paM in boBiaii. T%e aminal isa* 

^fte]le of tl» pitl^e treasury deea not probablyexeeed 

-ifteen kduofvup^^es'^ amntta. Ba^ifibaiei^ 

^iiay be the state itf- the- fiaida set aside for pubiio 

-aarneeB) the-peiaoaal Wealth of tiie gdd«i mouardi 

ii alwuys hnmeiise,* cottBistmg dot only of the ae« 

'CTmnlated treaanrea of his ancestarsy but -of the 

•^pibperty of itooBt evely man of wealth or eonsi^ 

^ dmart an in the coQatryy whom he generally lakes 

-'•cave to proacribe at least Kmce in tlm coivae of hia 

-leigii. Nar does the prtfvsion whidi he may fad 

* k' n e eo a tai y to make for his children or his house- 
"^^ibld dinnrish these stores ; they fire supported by 

'^gmals ef*' territory, prii^eges of mariiets^ or <^ 
^ ha y y i ag imposts, or of some oAer patrimc^airi or 
^iuscpiired method of' Eastern aggtandizement. Oq 

• the whole, the king of Ava is probably the ric^toat 
' pnaeatki IniKa. 

' * 'Bie^Kmiateof Krmah is iKt once tediperate and 
aaltthriona^ aad is pdriiaps superior to that of any 



^^ isotintry ift lfi« ^ni^ p«il&nel ^ l i itli B d # 
** TlW wai^ns," says C<rf<mel^ ftinklHi, « Mfev j^ 
giilar, find n' peslUeiice i^nibs neiwir known.' £m^ 

doihfelt.'' The i^y season, -wfai^^lists^iBC^t^? 
flbnr four motiths, an#* wMeh is «o«moit inniAt 
tlieselalite^des, is li^ieed tkmteft liie only Unsown 
vemence of the diBoate. "l^e sdl <^ llHa to^lAr 
provinces in particidar; k' extedniely f<^rii«,'= fu^ 
diieing, beside vast qluatlities ^ ^^temt^ vidaeibi^' 
t^ak-woiyd, a 'great val-mty of grliiiis^ fts'ivi^l M^ 
indigo, tobacco, cotton, flaidiii:^ttr. ^Pnnt is^ex^ 
cee^gly plefil^, alid doncie^sovtB'are pecttHar to 
the comitry ; ' i^rai^oes, otnltges ' and r m^ms, m« 
abnndiint, and in great perfection. Yegetafa^'of^ 
all Idnds are also pteiktiful, imd adeitflk^is ^dom* 
kti6t^. The eoimtry, tikewk^'^ is » well. Modmd' 
With mines and minersds. It contains^ too, aev^al'- 
mhieml springs, as w^ll as^cvr^riM and«EMnes,<idu<^' 
if the accounts ^ven of them foe true, snipass tker^ * 
thinff of the Idnd hitherto known.^ 
' ' ^uie 'exports of Birmah -mi'mmmNyjia and ■vm^-'* 
luable/ Of ^e raw naaiterlals, tliei»teakwtiailber^i 
. undoubtedly^ entkled to the pi^ecedenee^ - HiO'COaM 
suti^ytion of this invattMble wood in the coiaiMaFy'^ 
itself is very great, botk*fbr iheir eoniwm houBoif * 
their numerous xeli^us buildings, and4;hea"river« 
boals. Yet so ine^austiMe nee ^ forests willed ^ 
line the^lnnkB of the Irrawaddy, and «onle of ^^An^' 
other rivers, that ihe stqypHes coolnMe as albsmdo^ 
as ever, and little variation has 'occurred in^t^'^ 
prices It is ^difficult' to dd^ikte the ^advaata^ • 
which this country may derive from -an* extoanv« * 
ccMmnei^ hi 1;his arti«^ as a ineaas of wpp p ort ti ig' 
that naval power, by which idone we are ^mhMkI - 
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ie Teltiii tbe d^mimon of the seas* Tke artii^ 
Dfixl in inportanoe is cotton^ of which gnat qnan* 
lilies are annuaUy exported to China. , Among 
many other articles of erode j>rodace>. it is proper 
to ennmerate ivory, which in Birmah is consider 
ed royal. po^Mrty^^wax, which is procwed Teryi^ 
]ilent&iilly-^lead-^c<^per — ais«uc — tin, which is 
for the most part ln*oaght firom Tavoy and Mer- 
gBft"-'-amBer«— indigo^->paper, of two lands, one 
made of die hark of ^ pi^er midhcvry, white 
mid ftde, the otho' of the maceraited fihuneots of 
bamboo, daik and coarse— birds' nests, in great re** 
^wst for the China market, and collected in small 
ialands'on the coai^-— -fish'-maws, and shark*fin% 
also for the China market, — tobacco, wlwch' has 
been long^ culd^ated and nsed in the country, and 
is probably indigpenons, notwithstanding that some 
botanists .maintain it to haye been imported into 
Asia from America*— honey, nf^hich is very plentit 
Mi the Birman wilds heii^ extenuve, and abonnd<* 
ing in bees— -rice^ nntritive, bnt coarse— pre* 
cious stones, of all sorts except the diamond ; bnt 
particnlwly mbies, of ^ceUent quality, sapphires, 
emswilds, tc^azes, amethysts and garnets. Many 
oAer articles of a sisular nature might be enume* 
n^ed, but these are the principal. 

We find likewise from Col<mel Franklin, that 
thfe. principal manufactures of the Idngdom, at least 
theae which are intended for its exportation, are, 1 st, 
Ships bmlt in Birmese ports, of which it was under- 
stood in 1801, ^at, on mql average of the preced- 
ing ten years, 3000 tons were built per annum ; 
2d^ Tosrelling, of which they are famous for mak* 
ing a rough kind ; 3d, Earthen ware ham Pegne^ 
which has long been celebrated fnr this manufoc-' 
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tare ; 4a1i, ' Sal^>etre9 not well refined, and one 
cmite consequently of llie badness of tbeir gtni^ 
powder ; 5thy Silks of yarions kindsy of wfitt^, 
faoweyer, few ai^ exported ; and, 6th, Silver. Bed- 
lion, acobrding to the \i^ight of which, of varions 
^standurds, from -the. wwit of a current coin, the 
Birmese generally keep their accounts. 
' ^ The number of vessels \diich may belong lib 
Birmese merchants cannot be great. The chmiac- 
ter of the people in time of peace, the continuance 
of whidi can never be calculated on for a year at 
a time, is unquestionably more of an agiicultursi 
tlian commercial kind. Tltey are v^ry indifiereiit 
sailors, their voyages being seldom any thing else 
than coasting expeditions, through cfwimels iittle 
Exposed, and the greater part of their export trade 
being carried on in foreign bottoms. To ihe pos- 
, session of a navy, th^y have not the most distant 
pretensions, the only thing in the shi^eof a ma- 
rine force, which they can boast, consisting of iJbib 
Irrawaddy war-boats, described by Colmiel Symes 
and othere. The largest of these are from 80 to 
100 feet long, but in breadth > they seldom exceed 
6 feet. They carry from 50 to GO^rowers, anda 
piece of ordnance proportionate to the size of -the 
boat. Each rower is armed, and a party of sol* 
drers is also commonly on board. Th^ sail in 
fleets, and their attade is very impetuous. The 
sailors encourage each ^ other, by sii^^ing a war- 
song, aftd can impel the vessel with eil^er the 
stern or the prow foremost. The largest of these 
boats does not draw more than three feet of watdri 
In a military point of view, they are the most re* 
^>eotab]e part of the J^man force. ' ' 
V. To these details we hliVe only to a<kly thatBirt> 
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vo»h ^ in g^sieral diyi4ed into the USpper and 
X^onfer provinQes, Amera|KNHra or Ava being pro^ 
l^ly about the centre of the empire. To' the 
if^orth and east of that capital, the countiy is momi' 
lainouS) but intersected by many delightfid valleys, 
iiBder, the command of the nun^erous petty prin- 
ces named Chobwas, who pay, a certain annual tii- 
Jbute. I The inhabitants of these districts are caUbd 
Shans, wbich may not inappropriately be translat- 
ed Highlanders. F^rom Ava to l^ome, within 
i^hich. boundaries lie the most central parti^ of the 
Birmese, empire, the. country is much more lerel, 
and the. soil on the banks of the river is perhaps 
jtbe richest in the world. The ancient kingdom of 
J*Qnghoo is also fertile, but thinly inhabited. The 
4^imtry ^between Prome and Rangoon, which now 
constitutes Lower Ava, and was formerly the 
kingdon^ of Fegue, is populous and well cultivat- 
ed ; and it is with this part of the. empire that the 
British are as yet best acquainted. 

, 11. Peculiarities of the Court of Ava. 
' —The constitution of the Birmap government is, 
in the strictest sense of the word, despotic. The 
kmg is above all the laws, and the most implicit 
obedience to his commands is inculcated as the 
first duty of the subject. Assmning, as he does, ' 
l^es which in their soimding emptiness mock the 
weakness of, humanity, the lord of earth and air^ 
hesitates not to arrogate the prerogative, and exact 
the adoration paid to a deity* The very existence 
of all tiie most ancient usages and customs of the 
coimtry, depend upon his voice ; and life, liber- 
ty and property, are toys with which he sp<»rts at 
will. His extemid splendoui fai* exceeds t^t of 
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imf fiofopeaii soyereigB ; and as we hafi nlitiii 
•aidy bis wealth is inexhiuistiUe. His'priiry..QfO|^ 
sel» who aavise with him on afbirs of- state, 099^ 
sists commcniijr of four old men^ las personal £rieQ4% 
tOr whom experience may be supposed to^ h^ 
langht wisdom, and the advance of lifis to Isk^ 
moderated the amtntien and calmed the pasaiof^i^ 
joutb. The«« is, besides, a great pubUc cowMsU 
where the king commonly preaidee, and where- aii^ 
Ihing can be detefmkied without his spnedim* . 

Pride^ as well as q^lendour, is a charaffcaiEistJii 
feature of the Birmes^ court ; both are indeed tbll 
commofi attendants of tyranny. The reoeptiov 
^ich the Ti^nous ambassadors have n^t with 
whom the British Grovernment of India haye seeA 
Mise to send to Ava» suffidenUy mviis the haugh* 
ty and unbending tone which that court is dispoeed 
to assume towards foreigners. UnUI^ the powenfc 
of I&idostapi, with whom we have had occasiixf 
to have any intercourse, jand who^ ftom the days of 
Tamerlane, have undeviatingly observed the sama 
fofmalities towards our elivoys, the ^rmaaa^ always 
Deceived them with jealousy, frequeotly traa^pL 
them with ipsolence, and almost always disoussedr 
them nnoeremoniously. .Whether the late war ivuiy 
liave effected any change in their sentiments upon/ 
this subject, is yet to be proved ; but certainly ths 
iM)ts mentioned both by Colonel Symes, and Us. 
•till less fortunate successor, Xlaptam Cox, are-^ 
nough to rouse indignation, if they had not previ- 
0us]y excited contemp]u 

But it is not towards foreigners al<me that thisj 
ftrce of unapproadiable subliimty is aliten^pted to 
be kept np on the part of his celestial jvugesty., 
Every artifice is resetted to winch power can com- 
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ikMv or wealtk *ex«eatet or siiperstition enhand^ 
IS^'tHBpifei the minds' of i^e people with the pro^ 
MUkdeftfawe, venerstion, a^d fear of their enf^or. 
Me ivrely goes abroad; but when he dotes, it is al- 
H^ttyisiiyastyle of more than (MeAtal magl^ficence^ 
MM probably for the purpose of kying the founda- 
teoii' of some splendid religions structure, or of 
^diiseetatbg, when fini^ed, s<>me gdldcto pagoda of 
dtiudteg gnnideur. With the same inotites ftlso, 
it is the poKcy of the court frequently to chahg^ 
the seat of 'goremment, imd ^consequently the r^- 
%iiitce of the empemt. ' Aitlerapoora, '60 ^ \6hf( 
known by lite proud title of the Immortal City, is 
ftor now thii capital of 'Birmah. Ill 1824 a neW 
fKirice was Imilding at Old Ara, of Winch the kin^ 
#to Yo tilke poiBseesion as Sodn t^k fiiiishedrand 
^'toorse the wiDoden houses, temples, and colon« 
iades M Amerapoora would speedily fblldt«^ him7 
Tllfe'Whres, cfindi'en, brothers, and other rfelation^ 
isi the^kttig, hare always residences near his, in & 
mfjflfe of proportionate pomp. 
' "The Bihnese b^ing natibtdly a gay careless peo- 
fiHy have many stated days of public amusement' 
ilfflfldfoness. The comt condescends to take partf 
ift'iheh* sports only once or twice a year. Upon' 
these occasions i^ fayounta entertainment is m 
id^bilion of fire-works, got up undier the super* 
iMendaiice of numerous dependant princes, who^ 
til^%ith each other in Ae brilliancy and costliness 
4lf their preparations, and not mifrequently receire* 
presents from the king wheti they have die good^ 
fi9itune to please hihi. Tte principal part of these 
fi^tWoikb aire rocketa^ of a ilze^ ihfeiitel]f ex'-' 
cee^lBng any thing known in this countiy. WheA' 



68 THE BIR'MESE EMPIR|U 

Captain Cox ^ras at AmerafM>era,,tlie Lord<tf TEj99$k 
and Air himself cat down too laige tr^es ^.mak^ 
inio rockets, each of which was to contain 10y5Q0 
ponnds of gunpowder. The effect produced by the 
simultaneous firing of ten or twenty si^ch sock^ 
must be somewhat striking. 

Upcm these pubUc occasions his Mi^esty usna%: 
i^pears in one of his i^lendid inq»mal st^ car- 
riages. . That which was captured durii^ the late 
war, and publicly exhibited, in thiseountry, affordr. 
ed a tdbiable fif>ecunen of what these state carri- 
ages are. It was one of . the most singular and 
magnificent productions of art that can well be 
imagined, pre^nting one entire blaze of gold, sil- 
yer, and precious stones, the number of the latter 
amoun^g to many thousands,— •com^hending 
^ diamonds, rubies, white and bhie sapphires, eme- 
ralds, anyethysts, garnets, topazes, amd crystals «f 
all sorts. The carving was of a very superior de- 
scription; and the form and construction (^,the. 
carriage, though curious to European eyes, wm. 
neverdieless in such good taste, and the workman- 
ship so chaste and rdined, that the gieii«:al effect 
was exceedingly imposing. It was between twea^. 
and thirty feet mgh, and is in Birmah always drawn 
by elephants. 

Ridiculous as the importance attached. to these 
matters by this Eastern despot may seem, it vis 
probably well for the country over whidk he beva 
sway that his dii^>o6ition8 lead him to indulge 
in excesses of no more aiminal a kind. The Bir- 
man monarch, conscious as he is of his own pow^, 
and willing enough on many occaetioas to/ exert it 
to the utmost, does not on the whole seeip d^&^ 
ous to inteifere matecially with the domestic ha- 
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^t>its and happiness of his people. To those at a 
Stance, whom he knows to he possessed of power 
"iJA well as himsielf, he is invariahly Reserved and 
'haughty; to those whom birth or accidental ' cir- ' 
'cnmstances have given a high, and perhaps formi- 
'dable rank in the state, he seldom scruples at the 
'^dictates, eidiar of prudence or fear, to be" both 
cruel and unjust ; but to those whom fortune has 
placed in what he regards' an unmeasurable grade 
below him in die scale of creation, he is altogether 
indifferent, viewing thein only as tools in the hancts 
cyf his magistrates and governors, by which to ef- 
'fect his measures of state policy. This will per- 
^haps appear still more clear when we have said a 
few^ words (m 

i' HI. BiRMESE Legislative Enactments. — 
^All ihe cities throughout the empire are governed 
^hy Maywhoons,' who apparently correspond pretty 
-nearly with our Lord Mayors. The Maywhoon 
^ is commonly assisted by tnree other civil magis^ 
trates, Tidio act as judges in all civil and criminal 
I suits, holding their court in the town-hal) or 

• ** Pkce <rf Truth, ** of which' there is one in every 
»city. Besides, every great officer, whether civil 
. or military, is a justice of peacei within a certain 
^ district, ani can try petty causes, and pimish tres- 
-'pemaes by flogging, fine, or imprisonment. One of 
' Ae great evils, indeed, to which the people are 

exposed, arises from lh9 multiplicity of these offi- 

• eere, wh« claim the privilege of acting as justices of 
' p^ace. All causes must originate in the town- 
' hidl, but may be removed by appeal to the Lotoo, 
i or Orest Court of the empire, and ultimately to 
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liM Majeityiii Council ; but the expense of'4 
taming a hearing there is e^ormom. - '*' 

In addition to the cOnnnon mode of decidltig 
camee, wfaidi is by the ancient written law, mnch 
iilta«d, it is trae, by subsequent custom from its 
original institntes, trials by ordeal, varying a good 
deal froqi those of India, are common thronghdi<t 
the empire. Of trials of this kind. Captain Cox 
mentiims the following curious instanee which look 
place, to ascertain the truth of an aecusadon of 
adultery against a native. <' The d^endant deny* 
ing th<^ diarge, the principak, witnesses and court, 
adjoumed to a small pagoda without the walls of 
the town, when all the parties were sol^nnly 
sworn according to the rites of the Birman iMij 
the depositions of the witnesses taken down, and 
the Deity invoked by the priest to judge between 
the parties. A certldn quantity of wax WM 
weighed in two equal portions, and formed into' 
two candles, which were lighted at the same in- 
stant. One was held by the plaintiff, the other by 
the defendant ; md the holder of the candle wUdi 
firsi bumed out'was adjudged to have swiom falsely, 
and of course lost the cause, Imd w<mld be sen* 
tdiced to pay the cost of the sidt, amounting to 
400 tecals, and damages 300 tecals. In thi^ case, - 
the defendants candle bmned out first, when the 
people gave a shout, and the plaintiff's friends hav- 
ing prepared a band of music and dancers, tiiey 
^Jiibifeed before the people. " 

In their punishments the Birmans are exceed- 
ingly severe. The mildest; manner of suffering^ 
d^Ui is to have the head taken off with a large 
Jodfej conrAnonly at otae stroke. Killing, by various 
modes of barbarous tortwe, is much inore common. 
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Ai^mTfts maynot Hx^requeatl/ be pBicfaasedwillt 
money, howeyei; deserving of punishment. the 
m«i)e&otor8 be; but, if money be wantmg, the 
p^g^Uest offence is yisited without mercy* Mm 
JudsoOf who writes an account of the Ammcatt 
Baptist Mission to the Bindan empire, relates 
the. particulars of one or two executions ^twhieh 
diet and her hui^Muad were present* The scenes 
WNi^ shocking in the extreme. On one oqca8i<Na 
^^ Jour Birmans w^« fastened . to a hi^ fenoe^ 
Scst by the hair of the head and neck; their 
anus -were then extended horizcmtally, as iar asK 
tibey could be stretched, without dislocatiimy and 
«. cord tied tight around them ; their tbigbs. anid 
legs were then tied in their natural position ; they 
were ripped open from the lowest to the.hi^iesfi 
extremity of. the stomach,' and liieir vitala and part? 
^, their bowels were hanging out; laige gashea 
^^nre cut in, a. .downward direction, in , their sidea 
and thighs, so ,as to here .die nhs and . thigh- 
bones. One, who I suppose was,m9ire guilty 
than, the^ rest, had an iron instrument thrust 
■idelong through the breast, and pait of his yi- 
tals pui^ied out in the opposite direction. Thus^ 
with the under jaw fallen, their eyes open and 
fixed, naked, excepting a cdoth.ronnid the middle 
tb^ hvng dead. ** Aft^wards^ Mrs Judson was. 
present when six mem were executed. . There were 
aeven culprits in#ll; but of these two were brothers, 
who requested to be shot, askiiig, at the same time^ 
tf>bepuxlonediftheiburth shot ^ould miss. , The 
e)der Mother was fired at Jfour times without effect^ 
^p^. was*. then. loesf^ from the tree to which he. 
had. been tied^ aimdst tbe^ shouts, and laxt^^r o£ 



ifae spectalortf The younger brother ^w&6 M 
fortanale ; hb expired . at the second tAkft,-* ^liil 
uttnaining fire were beheaded each at one^ btel^ 
^* We went close to them, *' my^ Mm Judsoii^ 
f^ and saw their tmidcs and their heads* and Mlfc 
Udod. We saw a man pnt his foot on One fX*^ 
tmnks, ipd press it with as little feding^es onto 
would tread upon a beast. ** This piece ef wini-' 
ton cruelty must not however be considered' «#b 
characteristic of national feeling, «8 it is WattVf 
that pone hv^ the worst characters ftequenrted 
such scenes as these. The crimes of the poet 
creatures alluded to were yarious* One had been 
<^ggu)gr under a pagoda; ano&er. had stabbed a 
woman^ but had not killed her; and -die restwete 
robbers. 

One great object of the Birmese lairs^ ia %&'is^ 
tmre the alli^ance of the subject'' te tbe soverd^ 
The form of the oatb of allegiance is partienlaiij 
solemn and imposing. A bodk of religidus'%ttti-< 
tutions, a|id an image with a bowl of watei^ iffe 
placed before the person who is. about to take it. 
The image b held tip before him, he tifts tbebowl 
in his b«mcj^and repeats these worcb :-^^ in the 
pres^ceotlbe Creator of l^te thousandnroilds^ 
with all the saints therexn, five large! nversy and 
Are hundred small, the seas and all therein, I'^ball 
aU the saints and angels in heaven and efifth to 
bear me witness, that I wish te be a true and 
£ulhful subject of the king, of Ava. May God 
grant, Ihat, if I Bhould desert his service I may 
not pass in safety by water, but the fishes ef the 
4)ceMi may devoiu' wid tear me to pieces^! May 
Godgiant^ that, if J should desert his sernce, I 
"Jay not pass in safety *y land, but be devimred 



fc|r.i^^.:beastp <rf tie ^arth!., May God gnudt, 
tkin^ if I should npt keep, .this oath, and ever rebel 
l^gKIUBt my kin^ and country, the above may bap- 
pieii tQ qie; t^t I may be afllicted with tb^ 
f|Gy9i|rg^ of th^ Al^ugbty, and die an ignominious 
(tealii^ ! " , This oath is thrice repeated ; the paper 
-ffRi whkb . U is inscribed is then burnt, and the 
liflbes put iAto the bowl pf water, in whidi'tKe 
imizzle of a miisk^t and th^ points of a sabre and 
^laaee being dipped^ the person says : — ^< May these 
ip<eiip(ms become the instruments of my destrae** 

' tkm. If ever I swerve .from the oath I have just 

- taken ! '' The priest then presents the bowl, , and 

tbo water is dnmk. Should the o&th ever be 

.swerved from,, the delinquent £b consi^ed'to » ean 

pital punishment of the moet dreadful kind, com* 

moidy impalemeAtt 9nd his house and feonily are 

. ^miit* .. 

/.. There. is a..great. number of' slavjes in ^e Bir* 

* nan empire, the father of a family being always 
allowed to sell his wife and children 'fco* the pay-^ 
ment of his debts. This he is frequently obliged 

' to, do, not on accoimt of any debts which he' vo-r 
ItuM»ri]y incui^ but because, under this despotic 
government, a tax is frequently levied on an i^- 
vidual much Jbeycmd his lability to pay, and he, is 
put ^1 the torture until the sum be produeed# 
The case, ho^wever, is still harder when th^ piu^nl 
dies in debt ; for then the Creditor may lay e]|iui> 
' to the orphans, and either retaili them him^^, <Qf 
tell them for an equivalent stun. Notwithstand^ 

, . hig all these severities, however, the Birmab 8ys<» 
tem of, laws contains much that is g<>od; and, on 
the whole, we, doubt extremely that there is a 
gEOaJber proportion of crime or misery in' that em*- 
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pire, than will be found in coiintHes w^iiih boaat 

6t a greater share of civilization. 

.1 • , - . ' - . " ^ 

^ IV. Public and Domestic CiiARACTBa of, 
THE l^EOPLE.^^ — It is a matter of extreme difi&cultyj 
to speak with any accuracy of national characteiy 
even where we have had numerous o{^rtuniti€^» 
by frequent intercourse and personal observatioiiy'. 
to draw our own conclusions Regarding it. Of a 
nlition till lately so little known to ^us, and con-, 
coming which its unfriendly dispositions towards 
US have tended to foster so many prejudices, it 
becomes us to speak with every caution and for- 
bearance. In time of war, more especisAy.if the 
country be ravaged by an invading anny, it is neict. 
to impossible for those invaders to form any just 
conception pf the' people whom they have come to 
conquer and to kill. In speaking pf th^ Birmese^. 
therefmie, as a nation, we should much rather al- 
low ourselves to be guided by t^e opinions enter- 
tidned, and thie facte stated, by such of our country- 
men as happen to have had ati opportunity of visits 
ing it in times of peace and tranquillity. Yet even 
they. We find,*disagree widely among themselves. 
Nor is thii§ to be wondered at, considering the va- 
rious aspecte under which Various circumstances 
place different foreigners. Colonel Syines, we 
have seen, entertained, on the whde, rather a fe^ , 
TOurable impression of ^e Birmese, though he by 
no means shut his eyes to some of their ruling 
vices— >sttch as ctinnin^, avarice, and cruelty. On 
the 'whole, we are dis{>08ed to think with hiniy 
that we shall get nearest the truth by taking a 
middle course. If they are apt to be audacious 
«nd haughty towards strangers, it cannot be deni-." 
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ed that,tliey are in ho slight degree patiolic md 
coarageoQs. If, in their dealings vnih each othiar, 
^ey are too often litigious and deceitfol, 'they are 
at the same time charitable to their priests and 
the poor, and much inclined to be hospitable and 
<^eerfnl. If in war they are. treacherous and fe- 
rocious, they are also patient under sufferingSf 
ftngal and hardy. If in their persons, houses, and 
food, they are inclined, from a lazy habit, to be 
careless and filthy, they are in general affect^on- 
flSe parents, dutiful children, sincere friends, and 
not vindictive enemies. Mrs Judson, an intel- 
ligent woman, who has lived many years in the 
Birman empire, goes still further. She describes 
^le Birmese as ^* a lively, industrious, and ener- 
gietic race, further advanced in civilization than 
most of the Eastern nations. They are franlf, 
candid, and destitute of that pusillanimity which 
distinguishes the Hindoos, and of that rev^ige- 
iiil malignity which is a leading trait in the Ma- 
lay character." 

Some of their Domestic customs are curious. 
We can only mention a few. If a young wo- 
man grows ill, the doctor and her parents fre- 
quently enter into an agreement, that, if she 
ttves, the- doctor shall take her as his property; 
Imt, if the dies, that he shall pay her value to 
the parents. ^ I do not know, " says Dr Bu- 
chanan, a writer of much research, ** if the doc- 
tor may sell the girl again, or must retain her in 
his family ; but die number of fine young women, 
which I saw in the house of a doctor at Meaday, 
niakes me think the practice to be very common.** 
' In their food, the Birmans, according to our 
ttotioiia, we very uncleanly. The lower classes 
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eat all Idndi of repliks, lizards, g^uanM, and 
. snakea. Their religion forbids them laUing animal 
food ; aad> cmiaeqnmitly, animals that have died 
from disease are generally eaten tfaroi^hocrt tibe 
: country. Captain Cok 1hink^ that tlus cnstpi^, 
• in whiich they resemble their neighbours the Chi- 
. nese, is the cause of a dreadiid disorder ^lat at- 
tacks the extremities with ulcerous sores, which 
soon mortify, and leave those that survmT dis- 
gusting and mutilated, oljects. Horse^esh is in 
pecuhiff estimation among all the artificers in m^ 
tals, who think it best calculated to recrmt 1^ 
strea j gA wasted by working at . their fargei. 
Venismi is the only meat permitted to be sold m 
the markets, a privilege allowed for the encour- 
agement of hunters. The killing of a cow is 
punished with particuko: severity. 
I The Annans are exceedingly fond <^ gayety 
and amusements of all sorts. In {HiTate, chess 
is their favourite entertainmmit, a game they de- 
servedly hold in high estimation. Tbmr boaird is 
.the same as ours, and so is the number of thek 
pieces; but they vary consideraMy in powc^. They 
arrange them in three rows, so that some squares 
mi either. hand are left unoccupied* The game, 
as played by them, is a good deal more complex 
than ours. Their saored writings prdbibit all 
games of chance ; but they expressly auth<rae 
diess. Music is another favourite recreati0& of 
the Birmans. Their musical instmm^iAs, tiiougfa, 
. in many respects, rude and imperfect, are yet cai^ 
pable ofproducing tones of much power and swe^- 
neas. Their scoter airs, in particular, please evBa 
the somewhat fisetidious ears of foreigners. , Their 
prmcipal instruments are^ a harp of uncouth CMI- 
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t^racllQn ; a^wrr, whid^is soQieihiiig }&e our tio- 
lui^r a puHawea^ which w a . common flageolet ; 
iBkfk^'^imipi wMch is composed of a .coUeclidn of 
cymfaids^pn^diiciiig modnlsk»d gradations of soixnds ; 
^fkoioUh w gnitor, made in the shape of a eroco- 
^e, and used as an aceompeniment to the yoice ; 
tt.botifidawy or collection of drmas, used m loU 
bands in processions ; and a keem, w pipe of Pan, 
con^Kwed'of reeds, neatly joined together, and 
jpr^iKulg soft plaintive melody. Dr Buchanan 
pivdiased a wh^ set of these musical ins^-a- 
Bdents f<^'SomeUung under six guineas ; and sug- 
gestSy that it would be no unprofitable speculation^ 
to ^ import into, this comslry a -band of Binnese 
gMiwcjaitt, who would probably attract considera- 
ble attention. Almost, every Birman has soio^e in- 
strument or other to beguile his vacant hours ; he^ 
ndio can procure no bett^, is contented with a 
Jew's harp. 7 • 

Their poblie amusements consist principally 
of exhibiticms of fire-works, in which they great- 
If delight, and which, during certain annuid fes- 
tiyals, are always provided at the expense of go- 
vernment. : Water contests, too, as described by 
Colonel Symas, and which seem to be a kind 
(tf^bstitute for the want of snow-balls, are com- 
mon, and much relished. The Birmese are like- 
wise a dramatic people, and give ccmsiderable en- 
couragement to. stage representi^ions, although it 
does not' appear that they have made much pro- 
gress beyond pantomime and ipelo-drama. Indian 
jugglers, and other mountebanks, are continually 
•perambulating the country; and, on the whole, 
they appear to have almost a Parisiioi ddight in 
slrBnge ei^tsand shows. ... i 
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die Chinese mote than the Hindoot; Hie imn 



are» in general^ not mndi aAwre the BtMlcfle sii%' i 
Irat sm robmt md ai^re ; and, iltom' a <!itttMi " 



theyhaire ef plnekmg- oitl ^^ beardi^ 
yonthM a^^^ufance to a long lime. 1a th^ 
temperament iAnBm' ii'litde ef the langiud iHK> 
^yity whiiih ^KstingndBhes llie natitee ef Hindoi^ 
tan. The nose is gen^i^ sinall, but net fttctn^ 
ed like that of the^ negre* Th^ eom^skufrlt 
daric, a kind of medimn between the deep Hag^ 
ef the ii^udntaikt of AMea and liie desr Moan 
<#lie Eivopetfn; it k, in liet, of a light yeDowt 
The women are eomewhirt fwcer^ and, in gebml^ 
well made, though indiaed to coipnleno^l iheit 
hidr k dmoirt; Idwttfs bliBu:k. Mixed wldinhe Bii^^ 
mese are the nemains of ierend peci^o^ tribMi 
The Shans or HighlandetB, abettdy meHt ien i d; 
ire the most icmaikable. They are die^BigtuslMd 
by their shnple, honeM^ and inofie^fe mattMt% 
and speak a dialect pecoliar to themselves* These 
tribes, however, lire on the best terms with the 
JBirmese. What is s^ more foitmiate for that 
people, .there does not exist among them any 
•neh ^ing as caste— ^the- chief eiirse <^ many 
parte of India. Society is with lliem founded vm 
a mudi more liberal basis, the path to rank, wealth, 
and honour, being open alike to all. This is, ef 
ilself, sufficient to secure for them a much mcMB 
rapid progress in the scale oi nations, llian 'can 
ever be made by many of the surrounding coun- 
tries. 

Relmjiok. — There cimnot be a dotib€ that 
the Binnese are endtled to be conridered a devowt 
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ttMlfA<W8 people, aldioiaglj what they term leygion 
«0nI4 hm*dly go under that appellation in- any 
pftrt of Europe. Wfailsl.they believe ii^ the exr 
l^cttee of various gods, or of human beings who 
hs^f» become gods, they haye formed no.cOnc^]^- 
lion whatever of a Supreme Being, who has 
«efited» and preserves the universor llbe sys* 
lem of morals, however, whidb ^eir ueligkms 
dootnnes inculcate, is good ; and the fear .of punish- 
ment, and hope of reward, are the motives hel4 
fUt for the pjracdce of virtue. Godaaoa or :Gattdr 
ana, their supreme divinity, is believed by them 
to have been the fourlli incarnation of Bu^dhiu 
y!k» particular atlaibatesx with which ihey invest 
Ilim, as well as^he leading principles of their creed, 
ion be best understood by a pcoiisal of the follow* 
uig very interesting catechism, translated fi:om ih^ 
Itrigjnal Binoese by Dr Budianan, irnd which jure 
^f» yesktaxed on slightly abridging, to.adi^t it 
better to our Ijniite. It is entitled, 

A Short View of the Religion of Godama. 

,, «, A Catholic Bi^op, residing at Ava^ ^ome time ag^ 
fM^ed the <:hief Rahan, called Zaradobura, to give him 
gome short treatise, which would explain the heads of tlie 
Ifiw tMight by Qsdama. The Zarado, willing to satisfy. 
tW ^shop, wrote for his use the following treatise :— • 

« The gods who have appeared in this present world, 
find who have obtained the perfect state, Nieban, are four, 
Chauchasam, Gonagom, Gaspa, and Godama. 

** Q^ Of which S these gods ouj^t the law at present 
to be followed? 

f» ^. Of the ^ Godama. 

** Q, Where is the god Godama f 

«( ^. Godama, at the age of thirty-five years, having ob- 
tained divinity, preached his law for forty-five years, and 
brought salvation to all living beings. At ei|^ity yeoins of 

. vol*, u. 2 I? 
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i^{e he obtained Niebah, and this haf^pened 2S62 jear9 
aga Then Godama said, < After I shall. have departed 
from this earth, I mtiU preserve my law and discipte^ fat 
five thousand years; * and he commanded that liis imli^ 
and rdics should be worshipped, which has accordiiogly 
been ever since done. 

(< Q, In saying that Godama obtained ITieban^ what is 
understood by that word ? ' 

'* J. When a person is no longer subject to any of the 
fbUowiag miseiies, namely, to weight, old a^ diseue, 
and des^ then he is said to have obtained Nieban. No 
thing, no place, can give us an adequate idea of Niehan ; 
we commonly say, that to be free from the four above 
mentioned miaeries, and to obtain salvation, tt Niehan, In 
the same manner as when aUy person, labouring under, » 
severe disease, recovers by the assistance of medicioe, we 
say, he has obtdned healm ; but if any person wishes to 
know the ml^nner, or cause of his thus obtaining heidth, 
it can only be answered, that to be restored to health sig- 
nifies' no more than to be recovered from disease. In the 
same manner only can we speak of Niehan^ and after thiy 
manner Godama taught ^ ** ' 

** Q, Is not Godama the only true god on the face of 
this earth? 

'< A. Godama is the only true and pure god, who knows 
the four laws called Sizza, and who ean bestow Nieban* 
In the same manner as on the destruction of a kingdom, 
many arise who aspire to the throne, and who assume the 
royal insignia ; so, when the time fixed for the diura^oiiL of 
the law preceding Godama had expired, and it h^ beoi 
prophesied for a thousand years that a new god was about 
to appear, six men, .befc»« the coming of Godama, pre- 
tended that they were gods, and each of then^ was follovr* 
ed by five hundred disciples. 

<* Q. Did those false gods preach no doctrine f 

" A, They did preach, but that which they taught was 
false. 

** Q. What did they teach ? » 

« A. One taught, that the cause of all the good and 
evil which happen in the world, of poverty and wealth; oi 
nobility and want of rank, was a certain superior Nai of 
the woods, who, on this account, ought to be worshipped 
by mankind. . 

" A seeond taught, that after death men www hf no 
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* means changed into animals, and that animals, on beings 
slain, were not changed into men ; but that, after death, 
^^men were always bom men, and animals bom aaimals. 

"A third denied the proper Niebauy and" asserted, that 
' all living beings had thieir beginning iti their mother's 
'. womb, and would haye their end in death ; and that there 

is no other Nieban but this death. 
I '*< A fourth taiight, that all liring things neither had a 
^ beginning; nor would have an end ; and that every thing 
^ which happens arises from a fortuitous and blind fate. He 
' denied the lot of good and evil deeds, which, according to 
j the law of Godama, is the efficient cause of all the good 
. and evil that happen to living beings. 

V llie fifth taught, that Nieban consists in nothing more 
' than' the life of certain Nat and Btamma, who live for the 
^ whole dui^tion of a world. He asserted, that the chief 
' good works are, to honour our parents, to «iidin« the heat 
' of the sun or. of the fir^ and to support hunger ; that there 
" is no crime in killing animals. He sud, that such as p^r- 
' formed these good works, would be rewarded in a ^tttre 
' life, and that such as did the contrary would be punished. 
** The last taught, that there existed a being, who had 
created the world, and all things which are therein, and 
that this being only is worthy to be adored. * 
'' *< Now all these false gods or deitti taught such things, 
' not because' they'Wlieved them to be true, but in order to 
answer questions which had been proposed to fhem, they 
' said whatever at the time came into their minds. 
' <* Q, When the true god Godama appeared, did not 
" the ftdse gods renounce their doctrines f 

**'A. Some of them did, but others still continue ob> 
^ stinate ; and with all these thxiama fought in the king- 
'' dom Saulti, near the tree Manche. What greater miracle 
can he performed ? 

** Q. In this conflict, who gained the superiority ? 
^ A* Godama did ; on which account the ringleader of 
the false gpds was so ashamed, that, tying a pot about his 
neck, he threw himself into a river, and was drowned. 
** Q» What is the doctrine and law which Godama de- 
^ livered to be observed by all men ? 

* Here the Zarado probably alludes to I>evadat, as the 
i Jfta/um$^\ Jesus Christ. 
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" ^ It contiftts chiefly In obsenring die five commaiujU 
ments, and in abstaining from the ten sins. • 

** Q^ What ave the five commandmenU? ' 

** A* I. From the meanest insect up^to mai^ thou shall 
kill no^animfl whatever. II. Thou shalt not stei^. IIL 
Thou shalt not viokue the wife or concubine of another* 
IV. Thou shalt tell nothing false. V. Thou shalt drlnt^ 
tteitberwine> nor any thing that will intoxicate; thou shalt 
not eat opium, nor other inebriating 4,irug. Whoever 
kieeps diese five commandments, during all successive 
transmigrations, shall either be born a nobleman, or iV<^9 
and shall not be liable to poverty, nor to other i^isfortunes 
and calamities. 

*< ^ What are the ten sins? 

<* A, These are called by the common i^:^lation Z>af^ 
fWMraiit, apd are divided into thre^ classes. In the first 
claae are comprehended the works which are contrary to 
the commandments ; namely, I. The killing of animals. 
II. Theft. IIL Adukory, In the second class are con- 
tained, IV. Falsehood. V. Discord. Vl. Har «ih and in* 
dignant language. VI I. Idle and superfluous talk. To 
the third class belong, VIII. The coveting of your neigh- 
bour's goods. IX. Envy, and the desire of your neigb- 
bour*8 deaths and misfortunes. X.^ The following of the 
doctrine of false gods. He who abstains fVom these sine 
is said to observe* Sila ; and every one who observes SUa^ 
in all successive transmigrations, will continually increase 
in virtue, till at length he will become worthy of behold- 
ing a god, of bearing his great voice ; and thus he will 
obtain Niehaiii and 5e exempted from the four known mi- 
•eries, ^namely, weight, old age, disease, and death. We 
must also believe, that Godama taught, if we observe his 
laws, we shall see the other gods who are to arise af^ 
him. 

*< Revolving these things in your minds, O ye Sngtisk^ 
Dutehf Armenians^ and others, adore Godan^ the true 
God ! Adore also his law and his priests. Be aolid|t(HM 
in giving alms, in the observance of Sila^ and iA4>erfor^- 
ipg Bavana, But a true and legitimate priest of Godama 
is not to be found," except in this empire, or in the islantl 
of Ceylon ; and you, O bishc^ ! have obtained a great lot, 
who have been tiumght %vorthy, akhough born in one ef 
die sniall islands depending on ZabudtbOf to come hither, 
and to hear the truth of the divine law. Tbli^^ which 



I MMf give jouy is mote iestioMible than gM tmA invert. 
than diamonds and precious stones. And I exhort all 
!English, Dutch, Armenians^ find others, faithfully to trans-' 
^be its contents, and diHgentlj to act according to the 
|>V^ii^ept^ tiierein contained. * 

The Teneration paid tb Godama throughout the empire, 
|s great and unceasing. Of the manner in which the re- 
j^ous ceremonies upon great occasions are performed, 
Mrs Judson thus writes. ' « This is the season ftyr the great 
feii^ of Gaudana. It commenced yestcrdaf^ and is t9 
continue foi* three days. It is observed all over the coun- 
try^ but I presume the multitude collected in this place 
is much greater than at any other, excepting Ava. Priests 
imd. people come in boats from a great distance*to worship 
M the pagoda in this place, which is supposed to contain 
the relick of Gbnidama. The viceroy, on these days, goes 
out in all the pomp and splendour possible, dressed and 
ornamented with all the insignia of office, attended by t^e 
members of government and the common people. After 
kneeling and worshippiDg at the pagoda, they generally 
spend the day in amusements, sudi as boxing, dancing, 
singing, theatrical exhibitions, and fireworks. Most of 
the older people spend the night at the pagoda, and listen 
to the instructions T>f the priests. ** 

<)f course, the priests are in Birmah a nmnerotis 
and' poptikr tribe. They five by themselves in 
monasteries, wear yellow i^>pArel to distingaish 
fbdr shaven heads and nnshod feet, and are si^ 
ported by voluntary contributions. ' Persons of idl 
«ges are admitted into the priesthood. They live 
A' life of eeUbacy, and peiionn no labour. Thm 
)e^ys ot y/Mie worship are indicated by the fewr 
quarters of the moon. Those of the full and new 
moon are 4.6 most solemn. 
' As was to be expected, the Binnans are not 
contented with beihg religious idone, but we also 
.grossly superstitious. Astrologers are in great re- 
pute among them, who predict lucky and unlucky 
days, watcli4he position4>f the planets at the birth 

9 d9 
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monosyllabic ; but as the Pali has been very Sber- 
ally engrafted on it, many polysyllables hate been, 
consequently fonned. " It has no inflexions," says 
a writer upon this subject, ** and depends almost 
wittiely oiv juxtaposition for the relative Value of, 
Its words. Its pronouns and particles are peculiaf, 
its idioma^ few aud simple, its metaphors of the, 
most d)vious kind, but it is copious in terms ex- 
pressive of rank and dignity ; and the rank of the 
speaker is indicated by the peculiar phraseofogy 
which he employs. Repetitions of the same turn 
and expression are affected, rather tiban shunned ; 
and a sententious brevity and naked simplicity of 
phrase are ibe greatest beauties of which the lan- 
guage admits. " One great impediment in 'tl» 
way of obtaining a critical knowledge of the Birman 
language is, that there is no regular standa]:d of 
orthography, nor no grammar rules of universal 
application. Every author spells after a fttshion 
of his own ; and what is good grammar with one, 
is considered grossly inaccurate by another. Mr 
and Mrs Judson studied the language for two 
years, before making any considerable prepress in 
it. ;With the exception, indeed, of the solitary 
circumstance, that the Birmans write from left to 
right, there is no one common feature between 
any^of their bpoks and iMike of Europe. Hie 
forms of expression, the shape of the letters, the 
a.ppearance of the words, which are not divided 
s^'d distinguished by breaks, points, and capitals, 
l^ut run together in one unbroken line, m^ung a 
"whole paragi-aph look like one word, the charac- 
ters scratched on dried palm-leaves, and every 
thing, in short, that forms the constituent parts of 
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! a l>ook, bears an oriental, and,, to the concep^ooff 
1 dr a foreigner, a new and stsrange appearance. 
There can be little doubt, that the inlToductioa 
into Birmah of some of the improvements made 
by the Western nations, in the art t>f disseminai^ 
tng knowledge, would be attended with the happiest 
'^1 results in that country. Nor is there much reason 
to fear, that one of the consequences of the late 
war, or rather of the terms of peace, will be the 
gradual difi^ion of many European customs and 
hixuries over that empire. It is a most important 
hucty that though female educatitm seems to be in- 
tentionally neglected, there is hardly a male through* 
out the empire who cannot both read and write. 
The Birmese, .though a vainj are not a bigoted or 
narrow-minded people; and the day is probably 
not far distant, when the enlightening influence <^ 
&eir British neighbours, combined with their own 
wi/*ri>nj>yj^|g iyi|nngnflii|b to irnnTfi HMPtm^M^pnKay 
f'Hi io ft reoict feiiUertA* wTo^iiitKl. una^ 
ji *»pirii of em\My j>rkiis than fajiiy won. 
t>^ 4.014 jMihtary prowetmr or 'mVcXhn^tusu 

ntyTmosvi greatnetis. 
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